James #165
It was for freedom that Christ set you free!

We can open up today in Matthew chapter seven RF.
Our current study is going to be anchored in James chapter two;
/Jam 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.\
The law of freedom is a law of liberty between you and GOD, yet it is not a free-for-all and license to sin.

A Christian who is reaching upward into maturity is never impressed by worldly concepts of popularity and wealth. They are never judging others based upon human viewpoint and certainly not the Royal Family members.
When strife and pettiness exist between Christians it is usually a sign of immaturity, from one party, or even possibly both Bels involved.

The glaring issue that arises in this, is a lack of fruit in the life of certain Christians, that begins to mold and determine how a Bel advances or falls backward inside the plan of God. 
What you habitually practice and walk in becomes written into who you are at some point.

When we have a sin pattern that keeps dragging us away from God, we have to allow the word and the filling power of God the HS, to wash that area thoroughly and daily if need be.

We are never called into walking around in guilt and shame, yet we are called into a higher level of responsibility after we begin to move forward from being a baby Bel into steps of maturity. 

There are a lot of people out there that condemn any teaching on sin once a person is born again. They accuse the pastor of teaching condemnation and not grace. That is an incredibly slippery slope and dangerous territory to walk in.
All sins were taken care of on that cross! Yet to paint the picture of God’s grace and mercy as a license to dance in the devil’s world without consequence, or a need for cleansing is a lie.
                              REPEAT
 It is a satanic lie designed to keep Christians useless in spiritual warfare. 
God’s grace and mercy are set in place exactly for these reasons, we will never lose our salvation. And during this temporal walk, still plagued by a satanic system and the OSN, we have the ability to always be washed clean with fellowship fully restored.  
That is incredible grace and mercy!
                             REPEAT
/What many Christians refuse to acknowledge is that there is no equality in heaven and that Bels are called into maturity right now in time. When we refuse to accept that invitation there are consequences. Consequences that have absolutely nothing to do with your salvation – that can never be taken from you.\
Pastor James is making a very strong statement here that is actually taken from the teaching of our LORD as well.
He is speaking to Bels and just the same as TLJC is speaking to Bels, it is something that should get the attention of all Christians.
This is part of the sermon on the mount which we know was directed at true followers of HIS ministry.
Starting in chapter five we see Jesus displaying teaching principles that show us the spiritual concepts in connection to the Mosaic Law.
What HE was doing was preparing them for the coming new age after the CROSS.

Mat 7:1 Do not judge, so that you will not be judged.
We are never called to be judge and jury over others, certainly not the RF.
God has all the details, only HE knows exactly what needs to be dealt with and how!
/Mat 7:2 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

The consequence is addressed to Bels – God as the FATHER of His chosen family will discipline fairly yet firmly. HE had displayed this in the lives of Abraham, Jacob, Moses… King Saul, David, Peter and Paul… etc.\ 
The list is very extensive. 
The Bible has multiple stories of Bels falling away from God and GOD having to discipline HIS children.
Just a study on the nation of Israel should give you great insight upon this fact.
/Mat 7:3 “Why do you look at the speck (karphos) that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log (dokos) that is in your own eye?

You notice the twig in someone else’s eye which is obvious, yet the fence post in your own eye goes unnoticed.\ 
KAR-FUS, means a small stick or a twig, meaning - they actually do having something significant in their eye.
DAR-KUS, means a log or large beam.
The interesting principle is that the twig or stick is obviously there, yet something much larger is in your own eye. 
Your focus is on another person’s smaller problem. While your own arrogance is blinding you!
Mat 7:4 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and look, the log is in your own eye?
This was not said lightly, or with a gentle approach, it was Jesus’ reprimanding in a very abrasive fashion…talk about toxic masculinity! 
/Mat 7:5 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye!

Notice the focus is on your walk and your own issues. Before you can be helpful to others, first get your own house in order.\
Mat 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

/What Jesus was teaching, was not total solitude away from Unbels, the point is not an absolute exclusion. The gospel has to be brought forth to everyone, yet we must be aware of those who are not responsive. The point is that a Christian disciple is not obligated to share with those who are hard-hearted and are enemies of the truth.\
That is a hard truth from the mouth of our LORD.
Whether it is the gospel, or simply trying to get the truth out to a Believer captured by false teaching. You have to have the discernment to know when and how far you should go with someone.
                             REPEAT
Jump over to Galatians chapter 5 RF.
We will be judged not at the great White Throne Judgement but before TLJC after the rapture. How you treat others and how you reject the plan of GOD in time will become painfully apparent at that moment of time.
/1Cor 11:31 But if we judge ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.

IF is a 2nd class condition – some of the Bels at Corinth were not adjusting to the justice of God. Their works of their flesh will burn up similar to the final judgment on earth. \
It tells us BELS are disciplined so as not to be judged in the end. 
Yet are judgment will come at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ, many Bels will have a bonfire at that time, though they do not lose their salvation.
/James 1:25 & Jam 2:13 both speaks to a law of freedom and liberty. God liberates us now: "It was for freedom that Christ set us free" (Gal. 5:1). It is the same as the "law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2), in contrast to the physical application of the Mosaic Law which taught us about the freedom we can find in Christ. As free as we are under the law of Christ in the spiritual application, we need to remember that God will discipline and evaluate us on the time, talent and treasure given to us after salvation.\ 
We keep touching back to the principle that GOD looks at the heart.

The fruit of the Spirit and divine good works that come forth in our lives, all grow outward from what is happening daily, inside that soul structure. 
As you go into Gal 5 let me note something in chapter six;
/Gal 6:1 Brothers and sisters, even if a person is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual are to restore such a person in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you are not tempted as well.\
Notice the emphasis on spiritual, meaning our temple… our worship system and Bel priesthood, are not found in the physical but a spiritual relationship. 
What is going on deep within your soul matters to God.
How we treat others and how we walk our Christian walk begins deep within the heart.
/Gal 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks that he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting, but to himself alone, and not to another.\
Fulfill the law of Christ – the law of freedom, the law of liberty…the law of Christ is now what sustain us in the CA.
These are all one in the same! 
It speaks to the whole plan of God; we have a completed canon of scripture. We need to understand how it applies to us today, and why it is important to grasp each and every age and stage of God’s perfect plan.
                                REPEAT
/Gal 6:5 For each one will bear his own load.

No one but YOU, are responsible for your own spiritual growth and spiritual momentum in time.\ 
God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek HIM.
Those who accurately handle the word and grow in HIS grace and knowledge.
We are given everything we need, the grace gifts are there for the taking.

/Gal 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Pres, act, imp – keep standing firm, keep walking in this freedom. We are responsible for our own walk, this is an imperative command.\ 
Notice you can fall backward into a yoke of slavery – the OSN, either in legalism or immortality, lust patterns or religious nonsense…sin is sin. 
As we noted before the congregation at Galatia was falling into the lies of the Judaizers. 
Gal 5:2 Look! I, Paul, tell you that if you have yourselves circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
Notice how serious Paul is in this statement, it’s as if he is shouting it.
Christ will be of no benefit to you…a very serious statement. 
We nullify the work of Christ when we add to it or take from it.
The Apostle Paul teaches the same principle we noted in James 2;
/Gal 5:3 And I testify again to every man who has himself circumcised, that he is obligated to keep the whole Law.

Jam 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one  point, has become guilty of all.  \
There is no such thing as fulfilling the Mosaic Law in one or two areas, while neglecting the rest of it.
It was designed for the nation of Israel and it was designed to reflect the perfect person and work of Jesus Christ. It was a set of teaching tools and guidelines for a Client Nation unto God.
It was a shadow of what would become the reality in CHRIST. It is the very mind and essence of Christ. 
Therefore, it is impeccable and can never be taken lightly or manipulated and used to fulfill human viewpoint.

It is and was fulfilled only in TLJC!  

/Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by the Law; you have fallen from grace.

You are justified at the moment of faith in Christ. When we seek to gain further justification and find greater righteousness in any LAW, or ritual, you are pushing yourself away from the grace plan of God.\ 
Self-righteous, religious Bels often kick against the grace of God. 
It is a stumbling block for them, when it was designed to work in their favor.
Gal 5:5 For we, through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.
/The Apostle Paul is speaking upon the ultimate sanctification; in resurrected glory we will receive the fullness of our position in Christ. The hope of what is come – it is when positional truth we walk in, becomes the position of glory we live in for all of eternity. This is a reminder of the Rapture as well. (Titus 1:1 Tit 2:13, Tit 3:7, 1Cor 1:7, Phl 3:20-21, 2Tim 4:8…etc.)  \   
It does not matter if it is legalism and religious nonsense, or living in immortality. a Bel separates themselves from the grace of God in time, they walk in death instead of life. 
They reject the grace gifts offered to them and instead choose friendship with the devil’s world. That all begins in our thoughts, deep in the soul.
God’s grace and mercy are always available…many Bels simply move away from it.
Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.
Gal 5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?
Sadly, that is a question I have for many Christians today, those who have been pulled away by lies and false doctrines.
Those who believed upon TLJC and ended up in a vicious and useless cycle of denominational dogma or emotional manipulation. 

The Bible does not teach us to believe upon TLJC and simply fall backward into the devil’s world, or worse… get wrapped up in false teaching.
/Rom 14:10 But as for you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you as well, why do you regard your brother or sister with contempt? For we will all appear before the judgment seat of God.

Jesus Christ is GOD; this is directed at Bels. We all face judgment in the end, for the Unbel it ends in the Lake of Fire. For the Bels there will be evaluations and consequences.\ 
Which sets us up for or next study;

/2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.\
There is a vast difference between this and the great White Throne Judgement. 
/1Cor 3:12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each one’s work.\



