Mat 158
The dragnet of evangelism 


/Mat 13:47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind;\

Mat 13:48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away.
Mat 13:49 “So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous,
Mat 13:50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Mat 13:51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes.”
Mat 13:52 And Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”

Verses 47-50, the parable of the net — points us to evangelism & then judgement in the Tribulation. 
There is also a message for the CA pertaining to evangelism and getting the word out to a lost and dying world wrapped up in this message much like the other parables.
/Mat 13:47 — “The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet” - There are actually four ways of evangelism during the seven years of the Tribulation, the earth will be evangelized four times.
1. The 144,000 Jews of Revelation chapters 7 and 14.
2. Their converts/followers.\
There is no time in human history when the Word of God is not available and being taught in one realm or another. 
The Gospel of Christ is always being highlighted from the original garden right up until the final judgement. 

/The other set of witnesses/evangelists in the Tribulation are noted in Revelation 10 & 11; 
 3. The two witnesses, Moses and Elijah.
 4. The angels with the everlasting gospel. \

The dragnet is actually a large fishing net, “that was cast into the sea,” the sea is the sea of nations, 
Remember the use of the word nations we noted in the book of Revelation as well in the last few lessons.
“and gathered of every kind of fish.” People from all over the earth are going to be evangelized during the Tribulation; 
TLJC says…“which when it was full.” That is, there will be new gathering of Bels in the Tribulation, just as the body of Christ will be completed when the last person of the body is saved in the CA.

/Mat 13:48 — “When it was filled, they drew it up to the beach, and sat down and they gathered the good fish”- Drawing to the shore is the second advent, and now we have the separation of the good and the bad fish. Good fish: Bels going into the Millennium; bad fish: Unbels of the Tribulation cast off the earth (baptism of fire).\

Now in verse 49 — “So shall it be at the end of the age: the angels shall come forth, and literally: shall separate the wicked from among the just [justified].” Wicked: unbelievers; justified: born again individuals.

/Mat 13:50 — “And shall cast them,” the bad fish, “into the furnace of fire,” the baptism of fire. This is analogous to the wheat and the tares; “and there will be weeping (physical & mental agony) and gnashing of teeth.” \
The physical agony will be one thing but the real pain comes from a mental aspect…because those who end up in the lake of fire can never get out and they spend everlasting life with the knowledge of what they neglected in the past and no relief in the area of compassion and love because God has been removed from their lives completely. 

Now let me touch on what some of this speaks to for CA Bels right now in time.
/Evangelism is the commission for ALL Bels in the C.A. and in the 7 year Tribulation. The dragnet means a vast effort to spread the gospel which should encompass people from all walks of life in all regions. All Bels need to have a wide concept concerning reaching out to a lost and dying world.\

The fishing nets in the ancient world and even some of the ones used today were like 15 or 20 feet across sometimes even wider than that…


they were designed to be thrown off the boat and with weighted edges they slowly dropped toward the bottom of the sea trapping whatever was swimming in that 20 square foot range.

/Bels in the C.A. have 3 forms of evangelism that they should focus on;
1. Support truth-based Bible ministries.
2. Speak the gospel accurately and boldly when opportunities arise.
3. Seek avenues to present the gospel beyond just your inner circle.\
Doing all three of these are truly the calling for all Bels…but if you only can do two of the 3 that is better than nothing.

Now TLJC asks His future church leaders are they comprehending all this mystery doctrine and the lessons wrapped up in the parables. 

/Mat 13:51 —“Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes.”
which means you have to understand all of the parables to get the whole picture of the Tribulation and the Church during the time Christ is absent.\

“They said yes, Lord.”
The truth is they didn’t fully grasp the whole depth of everything…in fact once the HS came down upon the church and the indwelling of the HS kicked off the lessons being taught by TLJC would begin to really open up to them.

The principle is: If you understand doctrine you have responsibility. You are responsible for what you know. If you know doctrine you are responsible to apply it. God allows time to go by and a chance for you to grow but sooner or later you become responsible for becoming a Bel who grows up. 
/2Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,\ 

The CA Bel is told over and over again to grow up in the plan of God…to gain knowledge… push forward toward maturity in the word.
That is a large portion of the will of God for all Bels lives.

The reason the NT emphasizes the gift of pastor-teachers and church leadership is because the completed canon of scripture becomes the main source of spiritual growth and all the knowledge is written there for us. 
Bels are to set aside time to study under prepared men and then take what they learn home with them and grow…apply & study what you have learned. After you receive a message from a pastor it is up to you to follow thru with it…believe it or reject it.

/Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
1Pet 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,\

Spiritual growth and spiritual discernment walk hand in hand so you do not get either one…without a serious relationship with the mind of Christ, the BIBLE!
Now TLJC goes on to make an important statement to the disciples.

/Mat 13:52 And Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”\
There is a lot to unpack and understand here.
The principle now is: Look, you men who follow me now are just like a scribe, a theological student. When they are fully instructed, they are like an authority in the household.

They will be put in leadership roles when they are prepared.
What happens to a theological student when he graduates or a man who has been prepared for ministry? 

They then are ready to start teaching and preaching what they have learned and are being led to learn continually. Because it is an ongoing process for a pastor-teacher to keep learning.
/The Scribes were dedicated to copying scripture accurately and were also called "lawyers" and the "doctors of the law". They were all highly educated from a young age, and at an appropriate time (usually by the age of 30) they were elected to office. \
Now we have men who would be with TLJC for 3 years but who would have the filling power of the HS in the near future and God would guide these men to become the new breed of teachers and leaders replacing Scribes & Pharisees. 

/The Scribes were not only copyists of the law, but they were also the preservers of the oral tradition, which included the commentaries and interpretations of the law. This oral tradition meant they had duties to speak in synagogues or public settings as teachers of the word.\

TLJC is preparing a handful of new teachers who were not scholars by trade but common men with a desire to follow HIM…they believed in Him and God can take and use these men to surpass the intellect of the Scribes and Pharisees.
But their job title as Apostles and the men who would become pastors among the disciples would still be held to a high standard LIKE the Scribes.    REPEAT

TLJC is stressing the importance of studying and teaching the right way.

TLJC chose men with integrity who would take the position serious and realize they needed to dedicate themselves to this calling.
/Mat 13:52 – “brings out of his treasure things new and old.” 
Treasure speaks to Bible Doctrine. Something old is something studied in seminary/education process; something new is something studied in personal study. Meaning the theological aspect is always the foundation while the message the Spirit leads you to teach upon is built off of that foundation.\

The pastor-teacher is not to develop a heavy-revy….a new doctrine, or spin off away from solid theological facts. 
The HS may lead a pastor to teach on an aspect of jealousy for one scripture while the HS leads another pastor to teach on greed for the very same scripture.
As long as the foundational truth of that scripture is not compromised there is no issue with both pastor’s teaching differing principles.  REPEAT   

/The duel aspect of this is that pastor-teachers need to be able to transition lessons from Old Testament scriptures into New Testament principles recognizing differences within dispensations while maintaining the core principles of what is woven throughout scriptures from Gen- Rev\
NEW- mystery doctrine!
So this duel meaning speaks to a prepared teacher or church leader who has been placed in that position of church authority because they were prepared the right way and now they have to continue in the study of the word. 
They now have to stand in that which God called them to do… for a pastor it means to speak and teach publicly about theological terms while remaining sensitive to where the HS is guiding him to teach upon at any given moment.
We will close as I often do with the important principles to take home for your own studies.

/Mat 13:47-50 - teaches the C.A. Bel that during the Tribulation evangelism will be active as in all dispensations. This also leads to the baptism of fire judgement at the 2nd coming of Christ. The separation of Bels & Unbels is always in the hands of God and scripture always leads us to a definitive, judgement concerning faith alone in Christ alone.\
No one can manipulate or wish themselves away from recognizing who TLJC truly is.
We all answer for what we believe concerning TLJC at some point or another.
/In the Church Age we are to take responsibility for our calling and elevate truth-based ministries and the gospel itself as the God ordained commission to save a lost and dying world.\

/The gift of pastor-teacher is established by God for men who have prepared themselves and are willing to give themselves over to the filling power of the Holy Spirit in a diligent study of the word. With the result that they teach scripture with academic honesty to EVERYONE who is available and willing to listen too it.\

/Every church and every Bel should have a dragnet mentality. They should be willing to cast a large net and catch whatever fish that they can pull in. Fishermen know their boat, nets and flow of the water. They are patient and willing to move from one area to another.\
The Christian should know their gospel and be able to stand firm in eternal security and basic doctrinal principles and must be willing to look for the right opportunities. 







