Mat 229
The five types of leaven all Believers should be understand 

Let us jump back into Matthew chapter 16 and pick it up where we left off with a focus today on the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

The bread is recognized as a form of sustenance a life-giving source of strength and that is what the word of God truly is…the bread of life. 
The mind of Jesus Christ gives us nutrition for daily strength. 

It must remain pure and true!

Mat 16:5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to bring any bread.
From our study about Jacob we recognized that our responsibilities in the plan of God should always be maintained until God leads us in a different direction.

In fact, when we reject the calling on our lives we begin to open that vacuum in the soul. 
We also noted that all Bels fall short when it comes to remembering what God has done for them and applying BD during times of adversity. 
/Mat 16:6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”\

Mat 16:7 They began to discuss this among themselves, saying, “He said that because we did not bring any bread.”
Mat 16:8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no bread?
Mat 16:9 “Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up?
See how quickly they forgot all that TLJC had already done and all the lessons they have already heard as well. 

Mat 16:10 “Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up?
Mat 16:11 “How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Mat 16:12 Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

/5 areas of leaven all Bels should be aware of;
1. Religion, man-made systems.
2. The lies of government/leadership involved in pseudo spirituality.
3. The false spirituality through works.
4. The lies of cosmic Bels.
5. Spirituality through philosophy /science. \
Turn to 2Corinthians chapter 11 with me.
The word leaven in Biblical terms - is never used for good, it is always used for bad, something that is contrary to God’s Word. 
The Pharisees represented the first leaven I have listed – meaning religious systems that mankind manipulates. Legalism and religion go hand in hand. 

Today we have mega-churches and denominations that are huge and have twisted scriptures in their favour to enable them to have large followings and garner great respect from the population and political class as well. 

Remember just a little leaven infects the whole lump of dough.
The last prophet from the age of Israel called out the religious crowd because he knew the leaven they had added into the truth of God’s word. 

/Luk 3:7 So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
John the Baptist called out the Pharisees for twisting the word of God and adding too it. This is the leaven of religion.\

What the Apostle Paul deals with at the church at Corinth was a mixture of secular viewpoint and Judaism.
On top of the mixed messages coming in designed to undermine Paul we had a very cosmic group of Bels who often followed their emotions and not the truth.

2Co 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
/2Co 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.
False doctrine is a close counterfeit to the truth of scripture.\
This is the chapter of divine sarcasm as I have taught you all before.
Because a handful of teachers came in to that area and now some of the congregation had begun to gossip and judge Paul behind his back.

2Co 11:5 For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.
2Co 11:6 But even if I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.
Some of these teachers were eloquent speakers and could dazzle a crowd with their speeches. 
2Co 11:7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?

Paul was actually still making an income from tent making and was in the process of stepping away from that occupation to strictly rely upon teaching the word of God for his living.
Yet he decided not to burden the church at Corinth with that and they gladly gave money and support to false teachers and Pharisees and didn’t offer Paul the financial support. 

2Co 11:8 I robbed other churches by taking wages from them to serve you;
2Co 11:9 and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so.
The pastor-teacher needs support in fact if he has to work other jobs, chances are you are not getting 100% of his ability because he is probably exhausted… if he studies the right way!
2Co 11:10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.

2Co 11:11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!
There is some righteous indignation in this, laced with divine sarcasm. 

2Co 11:12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.
The Bels are Corinth were impressed with teachers and religious leaders who had respect within the government and they were popular in that region.
They boasted about how great they were and how insignificant Paul was. 

Paul comes right out and calls them what they are…meaning the majority who fall in love with the popular leaders of the day often end up following false doctrine and lies.
/2Co 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
Metaschēmatizō (disguises)- putting on a costume or suit for theater/ entertainment.\
METIC-HEY-MA-TEZ-OH – this is like a stage actor who uses make-up and costumes to create a character for entertainment. 
It is not who they are – it is a front, an act.
/2Co 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
Servants in the form of human leaders and teachers, puppets of demonic forces that teach counterfeit systems.\

Religion is a vehicle Satan uses to confuse and trap weak Bels and keep the Unbels away from the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The Pharisees represents that aspect of the leaven and we see it in our day and age in religious rituals, denominational dogma and legalism. 
The second leaven we should all be aware of is that of our government leaders and those who use positions of power or wealth for greed and personal goals, yet hide behind a thin veil of spirituality or a religious façade. 
/Mar 8:15 And He was giving orders to them, saying, “Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
Herod represents the government leader who claims religious beliefs yet their motivation is power, wealth & self-preservation.\
King Herod was a puppet for the Roman Empire and though he called himself a Jew because his grandfather had converted to Judaism he was more of a heathen than anything else.

He wanted to keep his power and status and at the same time keep the Jews happy so he hid behind a thin veil of religion for personal gain. 
We see this in what many today call social justice, climate change agendas and political correctness. 
         REPEAT      ELABORATE
Leaders in the political theater and media or educational system who talk about God and spirituality but only to serve their own goals. 
When it works in their favor to be religious or make a spiritual statement they do so.
/Leaven from government and leadership comes in the form of lip service and outward appearances designed to appease the religious crowd. Yet their norms & standards are not aligned with BD, they twist truth in favor of the popular movement of the day. Their main concern is for admiration that keeps them in a position of wealth and power.\ 
Politicians, journalists, famous professors, writers and celebrities all fall under this category.
Turn to Galatians chapter 3 with me RF.
They will never fully stand up for the truth because it is often unpopular and once the majority turn on them they fold and go in whatever direction the majority decides for them.
The next leaven we need to address is the leaven of works – becoming spiritual through human effort.

This is taught in many ways, sometimes it is the - be a good boy or good girl and God will accept you teaching. Other times it is the generosity and lifting up the less fortunate school of thought that promotes this leaven. 
Level the playing field so everyone is a winner, class warfare often touches on this type of leaven as well. 
But let us see where it began in Galatians chapter 3;
Gal 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 
Gal 3:2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
/Gal 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Human effort (works) is a leaven that promotes human good as means for mankind to gain spiritual momentum.\ 

There had been a push in this group of Bels to add in the teaching of the Judaizers which brought principles in from the Mosaic law. 
Gal 3:4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?
Gal 3:5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

What is the way to salvation? 
That is the question Paul has to bring back in to this congregation because the leaven of false doctrine was allowed in. It is faith alone in Christ alone, there are no human works inside the plan of God.

The law was for a different dispensation and the law served to help us recognize mankind can not live up God’s divine standards. 
Gal 3:6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.

/The cosmic viewpoint is that mankind can act pure enough and do good deeds to elevate themselves to spiritual heights and in certain churches it is taught as a way to heaven. This is a doctrine that is infected with a leaven of human good, works, and it is truly deceptive – because on the surface it appears correct and appeases our emotions.\ 

The next leaven is the one we noted recently in 1Corinthians chapter 5 if you’d like to turn there we will touch on this one quickly.
This is the leaven of the Cosmic Christian the one who either goes along to get along or the one who believes grace is a license to sin. 
/The Cosmic Christian is the one who fits neatly into the cosmic system – meaning they never stand up for the truth of scripture, they bend in whatever direction the popular movement sways. This is because they ‘go along to get along’ trying to avoid confrontation or they believe grace is a license to sin.\ 
These are the only two reasons Christians would live like this – meaning they accept all the same norms & standards that the world promotes, truth is relevant to how someone feels in any given moment. 
That is a standard of cosmic thinking – truth is not singular it is different for every human being depending upon what they feel or believe. 
That is a Satanic doctrine if I ever heard of one. 

/1Co 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.
The Cosmic Christian brings this leaven into a church. If you question their lifestyle, this is the one scripture they recall -Mat 7:1 Do not judge so that you will not be judged.\

Cosmic Christians know how to hide behind that type of scripture. 
These are the Christians who do a lot of damage to new Bels and they confuse the general public about what Christianity is really all about.
They know scriptures like Mat 7:1 because they cherry pick certain parts of the Bible to try and justify their own sins and failures. 
                 REPEAT
/1Co 5:2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.
Birds of a feather will flock together and it doesn’t take long for Cosmic Christians to find and support one another.\

These are the Christians who will justify behaviors and lifestyles that fall under loose living. The party lifestyle and sexual freedom – marriage doesn’t matter that much to them, but they attend church and use the same lingo as most Christians do. 

The last leaven is the spirituality through philosophy & science. The Sadducees are the best example of this, it is religious rationalism. 

/The Sadducees were educated, sophisticated and politically active. They relied more upon science and philosophy then scripture which brings in a unique leaven that we see in many spiritual circles and church movements today. Many Evangelical movements have leaned in this direction in recent years.\

Meaning they blend in a lot of pop culture and social justice with political overtones into their messages. Some have even embraced Darwin’s theory of evolution as they teach it was part of God’s plan. 
In every case leaven is not simply a system of false doctrine but it is a false criterion which produces false doctrine. False doctrine is really the result of having the wrong kind of a criterion.
                      REPEAT
 A criterion really speaks to a standard or formula that you believe is accurate and produces the right result.
This eventually becomes a doctrine or a law set in stone. 

/This leaven in all 5 cases have brought about division in Christianity. Leaven opened up the New Age movement and spiritual waves of feel good teachers, human philosophy (self-help gurus). Counterfeits of Christianity, Name and Claim it messages, emphasis on music & theatrics from the pulpit, as well as female pastor-teachers and alternative lifestyle preaching.\ 

So, Jesus is warning the disciples in Matthew 16:6 about BD;
Mat 16:6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
TLJC tells them that they have forgotten bread but there is something worse: the dangers of false doctrine. There is only one criterion and that is the Word.

/Leaven is introduced as a speck or small portion and left unchecked it spreads out through the whole congregation. What we see today in vast churches and spiritual movements is a result of these 5 portions of leaven having room to spread out over hundreds and possibly thousands of years. Satan introduced it and mankind allowed it to grow.\ 

