James #164
The law freedom is not a license to sin. 

We are now heading back into our anchor study of James chapter two RF.
Let us open up and get ourselves back on course by reading through verse one into verse 13.

Pastor James had been trained and groomed for his leadership role under the Apostle Peter and he was handed the church at Jerusalem. This was made up of predominately Jewish converts.

Problems arose in the area of arrogance and bias attitudes not only toward the Gentile Bels, but also some issues among the Jewish brethren. Those who may have been less fortunate than some of the wealthy Bels, or Jewish men with higher social status than others.
Those men were holding a bias attitude to others.

There were also issues of mixing and matching Judaism into the Christian way of life. 
This was not uncommon in the early church, because groups of Judaizers and Gnostics were infiltrating early Christianity. 
Jam 2:1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in,

Pastor James is teaching a principle about bias attitudes and different forms of judging others, because he had witnessed some issues in this area.
This is not a focus on one incident. 
So, he is not singling one person out… but covering an ongoing problem he was watching develop.
 
Which, that is part of the calling within leadership.
Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”
The gold ring in the ancient world was often a sign of wealth, or a family crest and sometimes even Royality would have a large gold ring as a type of credit card and identity. 
Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
/Do not forget the words of our Lord in Mat 25:40 - Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of Mine, you did it for Me.’\

Jas 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
We did studies on the issues of wealth and poverty and how GOD looks at the heart.
Wealth is not a sin…greed and arrogance or pettiness and prejudice, that is what you need to beware of.   
/Many people with some level of prestige and comfort believe they have no need for a serious relationship with God, that is the bigger issue as well. The truth of receiving blessings of wealth and a comfortable lifestyle, should awaken the Christian to being more generous. When it has the opposite effect that is a sign of sin issue within the soul.\    
Jas 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
What Pastor James points out quite a bit in this epistle, is the lack of FRUIT from Bels who should be growing into a lifestyle of SM.

Jas 2:7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?

When you have pettiness, strife and arrogance bubbling up among Bels who should be happy that they are blessed, content that they have comfort and are growing in the right direction, that is a sign of the OSN hard at work.
Jas 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.

Notice he begins to point out the spiritual law we are called into. The Mosaic Law was fulfilled in Christ; we are now to walk in HIM.
That means we naturally should be upholding Biblical standards; we should be showing signs of the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives. 
Jas 2:9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the Law as violators.
Jas 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.

This began a study on some interesting details about the Mosaic LAW – codex #1, #2 and #3. 
We looked at the details in the spiritual codex number 2, which highlighted the intricacies just found in the items inside the temple.
When you just look at the details of those items alone… and realize there are over 600 commands and laws found in the Mosaic Law, and all must be upheld with perfection, you begin to digest the depth of what Pastor James is teaching here.

Jas 2:11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do murder, you have become a violator of the Law.

/The aspect many people miss is Pastor James highlights two common commands that most people would stand firm in and proclaim purity. Yet both commands have spiritual connotations that begin within the soul – murder is from emotional rage, hatred and criminal intention from within. Adultery forms deep within from lust long before it is overt.\ 
Both are issues of the soul long before they are overt issues.
Jas 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.
Jas 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
Now this is where some folks can begin to preach a works program and yet it is not what he is teaching here.

The law of freedom is what we are called into, it is our own responsibility to learn, grow and apply BD filled by God the HS.
To have true liberty and the freedom to grow in the grace of GOD you can never be tethered to religious rituals and legalism.
In fact, legalism and guilt are fleshly not spiritual.
By the same token we have to be responsible for our spiritual walk.
Grace and liberty are not a license to sin.
The Bel has to grow by being in the word and filled by God the HS, it is the only way to have the Fruit of the Spirit manifest itself in your life. 
                       REPEAT
Jesus taught us that HE had come to fulfill the LAW. 
Yet HE made bold statements just like these, HIS teaching that He left for us stem from these types of scriptures;
/1Jhn 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murder has eternal life remaining in him.

Mat 5:27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.\

We live in the CA, a time of the full grace plan of God revealed, and the time for the law of liberty, a law of freedom.
Yet notice, there is an evaluation or judgment for the CA Believer.

Now both verses 12 and 13 point us to a judgment for Bels, which we know can-not be the Great White Throne judgment. 
Because that is reserved for Unbels and the fallen angels.
So, let us clarify what Pastor James is telling us, because contrary to many religious people and legalistic teachers, this is not a book of works programs and guilt for Bels. 
/Jam 2:12 So speak (laleō), and so act (poieō), as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.

Both written in the pres, act, ind, - to keep on speaking and thinking, to keep on building or producing.\
LAH-LAY-O, means not only to speak but to declare what is on your mind.
POY-A-O, means to be an author of something, to be a producer of something.
It is highlighting thoughts and actions.
The present tense tells us this an ongoing effort, the active voice, points to the responsibility of the Christian.
The imperative mood is similar to a command; it is not a suggestion.
                        REPEAT
The focus that gets lost on many Bels is what exactly does this mean…it is pointing to DIVINE Good. It has nothing to do with your flesh.
Jump over to 2Thessalonians chapter 2. 
I know you hear this from me all the time and yet it is the repetition you truly need…the two most important practices for your Christian life, are those two power options.  
The habitual intake of the WORD and filling power of God the HS.
When those two power options begin to saturate your life, that is when Divine Good begins to materialize in your daily walk.
                           REPEAT
/Rom 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Luk 6:27 “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,\
Many Bels confuse works of the flesh with Divine Good.
Because they are applying effort or even applying doctrinal principles, but do so from the flesh, not the New Nature… nor is it motivated by the WORD.

/Col 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard about it, have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;\
What the Apostle Paul tells the Bels at Colosse is that I am praying you keep growing in the WORD, you keep applying doctrine and being filled by the HS.
That is divine good.

In 2Thess 2, we see the Apostle Paul clarifying end time events. Many of these Bels at Thessalonica had a skewed viewpoint on the Rapture and the 2nd Advent. So, he is re-teaching eschatology principles to this congregation.

Now he begins to tell them - stand strong in your beliefs, do not peel away. Stay the course and obtain the glory and blessings you were called into.  

2Thes 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.
/2Th 2:14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the glory that maturity brings, a super-grace Bel walks a lifestyle in the glorified nature of Jesus Christ.\ 
2Th 2:15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

/The traditions the CA Believer are built upon, are the words our LORD spoke and the writings of such men as the Apostle Paul, NT mystery doctrines studied and taught by prepared men of God (pastor-teacher). Divine Good can only come forth from a soul structure being built upon the accuracy of WORD, with the ministry of God the HS active (Grace Apparatus for Perception).\ 
When that begins to become a lifestyle practice, that Bel will eventually apply what they have learned. 
They will do so naturally, as the FRUIT of the Spirit flows from them.
It is not forced or fake.

2Th 2:16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,
/2Th 2:17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

Divine Good can never manifest from the flesh; it is always a form of legalism, or human effort which will be burned up at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ.\
This is often misunderstood by many Christians.
You have to be filled by God the HS and applying BD, that will naturally bring forth divine fruit in your life.
/There are three sources of divine good that have to work in conjunction: 
The Holy Spirit, the human spirit and the ECS (Edification Complex of the Soul). The filling of the Spirit opens up our new nature and that new nature can produce divine good. Yet the New Nature must have a source to draw from, a place where true motivation lives, which is a set of Biblical Norms and Standards and doctrinal ideologies.\
Over a period of time, a Bel will begin to flush out cosmic system ideologies and human view point.
This is why over the course of years of spiritual growth; we slowly pull away from the Unbels we once had things in common with.
/What you do under the control of the Holy Spirit is divine good in contrast to what you do in the energy of the flesh which is human good. When a Bel truly begins to turn from human viewpoint and allows BD to root itself by the Grace Apparatus for Perception (ministry of God the HS), that means the human spirit has surrendered to the truth of BD.\
Doctrine in the human spirit is cycled into the right lobe and therefore divine good is produced through that doctrine. 
You were given a spirit at salvation. It is a spirit that goes beyond the human soul, it is a type of staging area and spiritual library that is deigned to be enlightened by God the HS and the Word. 
                        REPEAT
/The production of divine good in the human flesh is impossible. We are all born dichotomous (body and soul), the spiritual influence we receive is worldly and demonic (1Cor 2:14, Jude 1:19). Therefore, God has provided the means of producing divine good once we are born again (body, soul and spirit). The only way to produce divine good is to utilize grace provisions.\ 
Once the Believer learns all the grace gifts given and grace provisions, they then become trained warriors who can help to resolve the angelic conflict. 
It is a journey not a 50 meter dash, so embrace the growth and enjoy the journey.
/Divine Good becomes the basis for blessings, crowns and rewards. Divine Good will naturally flow from the life of a Bel who has the Fruit of the HS working in their life. Meaning, a Bel can either be going backward or forward in spiritual momentum, no Christian truly stands still and maintains spiritual growth. Many Bels never reach levels of maturity and they leave an escrow account collecting dust for all of eternity.\ 

