Mat 25

Satan is the ruler of the world

I say that lightly because it is only that God allows Satan to have authority right now that puts him in a seat of power.

Mat 4:5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written,
‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their 
HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’”
/Mat 4:7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’” (Deu 6:16)\
Mat 4:8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”
Mat 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, 
AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’”11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

Notice verse 7 on the board because we looked at this principle last time…testing God is very unwise. 

That principle we covered pretty well last lesson.
Now I want to really drive home the point about Satan’s power and authority which I touched upon last time as well.

/ Mat 4:8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”\
Satan has TLJC up on a high mountain peak overlooking who knows how many valleys, or bodies of water.
But the insinuation in this scripture is that Satan is showing the Lord the land of the whole earth.


/Joh 12:31 Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
Joh 14:30 “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me;\
I want to take you to the first book written in the Bible… Job chapter one.

These scriptures tell us in plain English with no translation issues that Satan is a ruler or power of this world.

/Joh 16:11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
The world is blind to the true power & role of Satan right now in time!\
ELABORATE!!
Satan is not hidden away…he is not under the earth…Satan is alive & working in this cosmic system everyday!

/Eph 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.\

Let us look at an interesting scene in the book of Job.

It is hard to not recognize the term - sons of God  in OT as anything but angels who walk with Satan himself.
/Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.\
7 The LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.”
Job 1:8 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.”
ELABORATE>>> ROAMING ABOUT!
Do not mistake this scripture for anything other than fallen angels who are in Satan’s army making a stand against God. 

This scripture has all the earmarks of a military meeting between two opposing camps. 
Satan is clearly in control and able to challenge God and test God’s people. 
Ben-AH-HA-EL-Oh hym
/Ben ‘elohiym- Hebrew term used for angels more than once in scripture. Job 1:6, Job 2:1, Gen 6:4. What other beings could walk up to God and challenge Him other than angelic beings?\

The false narrative that often is accepted out in the cosmic system is that Satan is waiting for the bad boys and bad girls in the spiritual realm trying to drag them to hell or into a spirit world…there is a lot of non-sense out in the world.

The Bible is clear Satan is in a position of power and authority right now in time and this study in Matthew chapter 4 should be a wake up call for Bels and Unbels.

/The Bel who is positive toward Christ and involved in an intimate relationship with Him, should have no fear about Satan. The Unbel or apostate Bel should think twice about who Satan really is and the power he does have in time.\

Back in Matt chapter 4 let us continue to look at this conversation between TLJC & Satan.
/Mat 4:9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”
Two important principles to note; 
1. The depth of power Satan is claiming to have.
2. The fact that the Lord does not disagree or call Satan a liar.\

When the man and woman fell in the Garden that was what appears on the surface to be a victory in the battle.

But we must remember that TLJC wins the whole war upon that cross.
/Satan from his skewed perspective believes he can parlay the defeat of mankind in the Garden (gaining back worldly reign) to a complete victory by denying Christ the opportunity at the Cross.\
So two points we should be well aware of is that TLJC does not deny that right now in time Satan can lay claim to an earthly power that has vast dimensions.
Secondly…that claim that he could give the Lord anything that His eye could see has some validity to it!
/Satan has the ability to give a person blessings in time…such as wealth, power or some form of authority in the earthly sense of blessings.\

Many people are blessed but it is not by God.
Many people get blessing in time because they are straying farther away from God. This includes apostate Bels.

/Satan can manipulate a relationship or job opportunity to come your way. He can allow public attention or authority to shine upon you. He can sway opinions and ideologies to distort them away from truth.\ 

As I have been teaching you…he has greater authority and power more so then most pulpits give him credit for.

/The main focus upon Satan and the fallen angels usually revolves around the occult which accounts for a small percentage of their activity. Most likely the activity of demons who Satan himself has little control over.\ 

Satan wants to be like the most high.
You can-not be like the most high if you are involved in demon possession, satanic rituals and blood thirsty behaviors….God doesn’t do anything like that.
A clear view of Satan’s main agenda is seen in Isaiah chapter 14;
/Isa 14:13 “But you said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.14
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’\
He is the king of the counterfeit system.
A counterfeit is very close to the original but it lacks the truth to make it a pure original. 

Why do you think I teach that denominations and many mega churches are satanic….they are a counterfeit of the real.
/A counterfeit will always fall short of the original.
A counterfeit has no great value or lasting power.
A counterfeit will leave its victims broken and ashamed.\
ELABORATE>>>
/Mat 4:9  “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”
This is an attack on the plan of God. This 3rd test in relationship to the Bel is the warning that distractions outside the plan of God will confront us.\
These distraction are designed by Satan to pull us off course from what God has planned for us…take us away from our divine destiny. 

/Distractions designed by Satan which can turn into worship fall under such categories as;
Wealth, career, relationships, habits & addictions as well as hobbies or personal pleasures.\

Many of these types of life pursuits and relationships are not evil but they become satanic when they override your relationship with God. Evil develops because your priorities have become unmanageable. 

/God’s redemption plan demanded Jesus Christ live a human life, then the Cross at Calvary was the final atonement which Christ would fulfill to satisfy the justice of God. Satan was trying to distract and offer the crown before the cross.\

The plan of God the Father needed to unfold precisely the way it was laid out in eternity past and written about by all the prophets. 
As I had mentioned last lesson we are not to play games & test God.
In fact the only type of test we are to challenge God with are ones that filled with doctrinal promises.

/Mal 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.
This type of test is within doctrinal framework that challenges God after we live in His standard.\

That my friends, is probably the only type of test you should attempt to try with God.

We should want to test God in the area of His word…IF…big IF…if we are walking by means of the Spirit and have a deeply established relationship with Him.
Then by all means test God…test His word… see if doesn’t come to fruition in time.
/Though Satan is the ruler of the world he is actually restrained just enough by the divine institutions & the Holy Spirit that he can’t completely overthrow the world, JUST YET!.\
The Bel’s, the church or body of Christ, Christian marriage, a strong nation all help the HS restrain the full force of the fallen angels.

Now we know God the HS is powerful enough because the Spirit is God…and God could crush Satan at any point…but there is a foundational guideline set up in eternity past that forces God to maintain His power during this angelic warfare.
Because God can not lie or go back on a promise whatever Satan and God established for guidelines in this invisible conflict it will play out just as God agreed upon.

/Satan denying the Cross of Christ would have meant certain victory for fallen angels. It is the Divine Inst. & power of Spirit that withhold satanic forces. 
Bel’s (volition)             Family
Christian marriage      Nationalism\

Those divine institution have great power within them when God is active inside those institutions.   REPEAT!!

As we close…look back at Mat chapter 4 verse 10.
/Mat 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, 
AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’
The Greek term is a command, showing that Satan is ultimately under authority of God.\
Satan had his full opportunity…he had 40 days and you will see that he never truly goes away or completely stops until the 2nd Advent of Christ….even then after a 1000 year reign of perfection he will attempt one brief rebellion.

The command to worship God only is all over the OT… Exo…Deu…Joshua…most of OT prophets cried out to the people to worship the one true God and remove all the other false idols & gods.

/Mat 4:11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.
Aphiēmi- to be sent away to be removed from one place into another.\
This word AFF-FEE-OH-ME depending upon how it is used…can be used to say remove something from here & have it set to the side for later.
Meaning that Satan was pushed aside for that time. 
He was not fully removed because we see during the life of Jesus several other demonic attacks and Satan himself would later, indwell Judas Iscariot.
[bookmark: _GoBack]/The removal of Satan and the appearance of ministering Angels was the end of that grueling test, signifying that Jesus Christ was now preparing to present Himself as the Kingdom of God here on earth in the flesh. This victory is the indication that His future reign is established.\ 

Everything is done and accomplished in eternity past but the actions that unfold for human and angelic eyes leave no doubt, solidifying the plan of God for all of eternity.
That is where we get terms like strategic victory in eternity past and the physical victory in time. Or operational victory would be military term. 


