2Thess #19
The return of Christ will bring a baptism of fire!

We will do the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message so please be prepared.
Open back up in 2Thessalonians chapter one RF.

Today we will align scriptural context up with when the LORD returns with fire and angelic military presences. 

/The Baptism of Fire is after our LORD has laid waste to all other militaries approaching the valley of Megiddo. This takes place in the valley of Jezreel in Northen Israel. A place famously named Armageddon meaning “Hill of Megiddo.” Many famous battles have taken place in and around this valley, the most famous is yet to happen at the end of the 7 years of tribulation.\
Just for the sake of reference the Mount of Olives where TLJC is said to step down for the 2nd advent, is about 80 miles away from the Jezreel valley. 

We will take a quick look at this in a moment.

2Thess 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
/2Th 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels

This is a very specific point in future history - the LORD is visible, followed by a heavenly army!\
Again, the Rapture takes place in the clouds of the air. It is a supernatural event of disappearance that will be explained away by those in leadership.

The 2nd Advent is declared as a prophecy of war on earth.
To give relief to both Bels of Jewish and Gentile persuasion. That is what the Apostle Paul is saying, God will repay the evil done to all Bels.

/2Th 1:8 in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

All Unbels at this moment of history will be caught in a supernatural crossfire of vengeance, that will have a point of cleansing on the earth after military operations and all armies are abruptly leveled!\
There is a dual meaning of cleansing fire here – one, believed to be related to combat destruction on a scale we can barely fathom.
The second is a purging mentioned in verse 9;

/2Th 1:9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

This is what happens at the moment of the Baptism of Fire – it is a purging and removal of all Unbels and fallen angels.\
We will jump into the OT now - first into Zechariah then into Daniel.
Go to Zechariah chapter 14.

Zechariah served the LORD in the years after the remnant of Israel returned from the 70-year Babylonian exile. There was no leadership over Israel. In fact, the king of Persia, Darius was the leader of the empire and allowed the Jews to return once the Babylonians were defeated. 

Part of some of the last cycle of discipline is you lose your national power and national identity. Your enemies find ways to overthrow you or make you captive to their lifestyle and their power.

The interesting part of this prophecy is, it highlighted a portion of what had already happened to Israel when the Babylonian army was at its height of power! They had marched over both the northern and southern tribe of Isarel.

They had raped and pillaged everywhere across the tribes of Israel.
As is the case with Biblical prophecy it has a way of describing a similar set of events repeating itself over and over again.
Zec 14:1 Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoils taken from you will be divided among you.
/Zec 14:2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be taken, the houses plundered, the women raped, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be eliminated from the city.

It is ultimately the plan of GOD the Father from eternity past that allows the build-up of aggression against Israel. GOD knows from eternity past when and how discipline or self-induced misery will be handled.\
Though the Tribulation is a time of the peak, power of Satan and his army on earth, it is allowed by GOD to take place.

Every form of discipline was already calculated in from eternity past – Israel faced all 5 cycles of discipline, with the completion just ahead in the 7 years of Tribulation.  
Not only did Babylon do this but later on the Roman empire came along and did similar destruction to Israel as portions of the 5 cycles. 
/Zec 14:3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.

This points to a day of battle that The Lord Jesus Christ Himself engages against all enemy nations.\
This is pointing ahead beyond just the Roman Empire into the 2nd Advent of Christ on earth.

This is also very keen to point to enemies of the nation of Israel specifically. 
/Zec 14:4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west forming a very large valley. Half of the mountain will move toward the north, and the other half toward the south.

This event will be unmistakable and so supernatural, that the earth itself will shift in incredible fashion. \
In Act 1:9-11 we know TLJC ascended back to heaven from the Mount of Olives and the two witnesses who were probably Moses and Elijah – stood there telling the Apostles, in the same way HE will return.

/Zec 14:5 And you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!

AZEL - points to a Hebrew term for a place of reserve or a place of protection. The holy ones, reference to the army of CA winners and angelic forces returning with our LORD in military fashion.\ 
Zec 14:6 On that day there will be no light; the luminaries will die out.
Zec 14:7 For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at the time of evening there will be light.

This day of the 2nd advent when Christ steps down as the warrior KING, will be fierce! Nothing like it will compare, it will jolt the earth itself back into a perfect position as it was before the flood.

The catastrophic flood of the days of Noah was believed to have shifted the earth – this will place it back into perfection! 
Because during the 1,000 years of perfection on earth it will once again be like the original Garden of Eden. 
Yet first there will be a supernatural purging and cleansing at the Baptism of Fire.
Zec 14:8 And on that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter.
Now jump over to the book of Daniel chapter two RF.
As you go to Daniel - let me clarify the purging of the Baptism of Fire. It is to remove all Unbels and fallen angels off the earth. This prepares for a perfect earthly kingdom with Christ on the throne in Jerusalem. 

/Jer 30:11 For I am with you,’ declares the LORD, ‘to save you; For I will completely destroy all the nations where I have scattered you, Only I will not destroy you completely. But I will discipline you fairly And will by no means leave you unpunished.’

The fifth cycle of discipline is closed at the 2nd Advent – a remnant of positive Jewish Bels from the bloodline of the original tribe of Israel will enter into the kingdom along with all positive Gentile Bels.\ 

As we close today in Daniel and finish with the Lord’s supper – keep in mind, Daniel with his friends and the majority of the Jews were in Babylonian captivity.

Even in a captive state and loss of blessings & freedom, the positive Bel can excel and be used in the PPOG.
Daniel had become useful to the king because he had great divine vision of dreams and guidance from God.
This particular dream that Daniel interprets points directly into the future events we are studying;
Dan 2:31 “You, O king, were watching and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large and of extraordinary radiance, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome.
Dan 2:32 “The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its chest and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze,
Dan 2:33 its legs of iron, and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
I will give you a grand overview of the whole interpretation once we read through it.

Dan 2:34 “You continued watching until a stone was broken off without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay, and crushed them.
/Dan 2:35 “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed to pieces all at the same time, and they were like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the entire earth.\
Because Daniel had accurately reported the content of one of Nebuchadnezzar’s other dreams. This gave Daniel credibility and it set him up for a position of prestige in the kingdom.

/Nebuchadnezzar with Babylonian military power is believed to be the head of gold. After him would come three other kingdoms, each represented by the different materials Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. After the succession of kingdoms, then came the final kingdom set up by God.\
This prophetic dream was clearly fulfilled in history.

/Three powerful empires came after Babylon: Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. The nature of these empires was accurately reflected by the nature of the image Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute monarch (gold), and the succeeding empires were progressively less so. They were larger and lasted longer than Babylon, but none held as much centralized power as Nebuchadnezzar did.\
Persia arose with a type of oligarchy with the nobles in powerful positions almost equal to the king, it is represented by silver. Greece is represented by brass, indicated the still lower value of its own aristocracy, yet very similar to Persia. 

Then an extension of that was the reign of the third kingdom of bronze which was Alexander’s Grecian Empire which stretched out into Asia. 
Then you had the Roman Empire.
Rome, was considered a democratic imperialism, with military territory dependent upon the girth of the army and citizenship which was administered in the sense of strict laws and certainly that of martial law, which represented the iron in the statue.
The mixture of clay with the iron will be a future empire – possibly a revised, new Roman empire of some mixture. 

/The Babylonian Empire stood for nearly 70 years; the Medo-Persian Empire for 208 years; the Grecian Empire for 185 years, and the Roman Empire stood for more than 500 years. These were all a vision of the power and military might of mankind – the final one is believed to be a new empire of iron & clay in the Tribulation period.\ 
In fact, in Daniel chapter 7 he has a vision of the four beasts that are also in relation to the 4 dominate empires – Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman.
We are getting ready to partake in the Lord’s supper as we close, jump down a few verses;

/Dan 2:44 “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.

The ROCK – the Lord Jesus Christ was the only one, the true KING of kings who could smash every empire and establish an eternal kingdom!\
It will be TLJC who steps down in the Mount of Olives at the end of the 7 years of tribulation and smashes the final attempt at a dominate empire.

/Dan 2:45 “Just as you saw that a stone was broken off from the mountain without hands, and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is certain and its interpretation is trustworthy.”\

I tell you today if you have never believed upon the TLJC – take a moment and realize the accuracy of scripture the accuracy and incredible laser precision of prophecy.
Faith alone in Christ alone is the only avenue for salvation…the narrow gate is through the person and work of Jesus Christ.
I’m here to tell you HE is first coming back for HIS bride – the church. 
And then after 7 years of hell on earth HE will return as the warrior KING!
It is HIS mind – Bible Doctrine we study from…the perfect and pristine, the impeccable one of the universe, the Lord Jesus Christ.

On the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

In remembrance of our LORD let us eat the bread.
In the same way He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Let us drink the cup.

Let us pray….amen. 




  


