James #184
Faith without fruit is useless.

Open back up in James chapter two RF.

Pastor James is teaching on faith without works as operational death. He probably had witnessed enough division and strife among certain Bels in Jerusalem that he felt led to really dive into this subject matter.
We know there were issues of those with prestige or wealth, treating the less fortunate with disrespect, instead of compassion and agape’ love.
There were bias attitudes and personality conflicts as we have covered in the past few months, which is very apparent as you study this epistle. 

/Speaking about being a Christian and putting on airs of Christianity publicly, is often a hollow front for many Bels with no spiritual growth. They may even be able to recite scripture and appear moral on the surface, yet they have no real impact inside the plan of GOD. Fruit of the Spirit from real growth, begins to have some outward manifestation at some point in our walk. God looks at the heart; there is no fooling HIM.\ 
Pastor James is reminding these Jewish Bels, that they may put on a front of Christianity. They may appear as experts of the laws and commands, yet their lives display a form of temporal death.

Jam 2:16 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
When you have the ability to truly help, or even comfort another person…especially the RF members. Yet all you do, is send them on their way with a prayer and a pat on the back, there is something missing in your spiritual walk.
Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
This is the operational death that happens when a Bel walks in temporal death for a period of time.

We just spent several hours on the doctrine of the seven deaths you can find in scripture.
You can now grasp the meaning of what Pastor James was pointing out to these Bels.
/Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”\

Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
This will be an interesting study on demonology after I get back from vacation.
Jas 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless?
It is a dead faith…you may be born again yet you have no fruit and divine works.

Jam 2:21 Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?
Notice Pastor James does not say – Abraham was saved, only that his justification was apparent. 
Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
Notice the repetition of the word FAITH James keeps presenting. He is speaking about what has happened to their faith after salvation.
Something is missing or perhaps was not there in the first place? 
/FAITH – pistis, speaks to a true conviction, a belief that is real. At salvation we recognize the need for a savior, we know our sins are real, we recognize our hopelessness and depravity. We know we need to be saved; we need a life-line only found in Christ. It comes from a root word meaning full confidence, the act of obedience in where we place our trust.\
That faith is designed to keep gaining momentum after salvation.
When it doesn’t… there is a disconnect of some kind.
PISS-TUSS, really means to cling to and rely upon with great confidence. 
It is actually what you would do if you were drowning, near death… and someone threw a life preserver near you.

Go over to Galatians chapter five RF. 
This type of message is difficult to teach and may be difficult for some folks to hear. It is not a reprimand about a works program, yet it is a conviction in relation to your spiritual growth.
/Application after salvation is not works of the flesh. It only becomes that, when the lack of doctrine and the filling power of the HS is absent from the application. To truly walk in the new nature, means there is eventually some production that comes forth, it may be sporadic and unsteady for periods of time yet it is building in your life over time. \
It is not about sinless perfection it is about a serious relationship. 
There is a difference between simply naming and citing sins and actually walking by means of the HS.

One is a yo-yo game that lacks real momentum, while the other begins to build something tangible in your life.  
                        REPEAT
The fact is we only fool ourselves and perhaps other Bels…certainly not God.
/Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must answer.

Psa 90:8 You have placed our guilty deeds before You, Our hidden sins in the light of Your presence.\

We actually only bring misery into our own life, as we reject spiritual growth and remain in that temporal death that we have just finished studying.
As is always the case, God is long suffering, HE allows us to reap what we sow after a while. 
Yet to claim to be a Christian of strong faith and have no application is a false presentation of who you are. 
At what point do you begin to grow and have production your walk?

God knows when we play Christian… or when we are truly reflecting TLJC in our life. 
/Jer 17:10 “I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, To give to each person according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.

Ecc 12 :14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.\
We are never to judge others, certainly not to become spiritual police officers in the lives of others. 
God knows their hearts and their walk with HIM.
/1Cor 4:5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of human hearts; and then praise will come to each person from God. \
In this part of the letter to the Galatians the Apostle Paul is dealing with salvation and faith by works…in this case circumcision was the issue.
The Judaizers and Gnostics as I always tell you, found inroads to many of the early congregations. This one is obviously about applying circumcision for means of salvation, or attempting to put themselves under the Mosaic Law to be true children of God.  

Christ has set us free from legalism and religious dogma, learn to walk in that grace and freedom in its proper context.
/Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by the Law; you have fallen from grace.

You cannot be saved, or justified, or brought closer to GOD by following a religious system.\ 
You actually push yourself away from the grace of God. 
The Bel never loses the grace of God they sperate from fellowship and walk in the flesh, which is a form of rejecting grace. 
It means you reject all that God has done for you…you instead rely on the cosmic system or the flesh.
You basically can replace circumcision with anything in our flesh, any works or religious action …can replace that word circumcision. 
Grace and works do not operate together. 
Any person relying upon their flesh and religious actions, or deeds to gain salvation has achieved nothing. 
Nor does that Bel gain any recognition or momentum in the flesh. 
                         REPEAT
Gal 5:5 For we, through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.
This points us to our future eternal position, when the blessed hope of being face to face with the LORD arrives.
Walking in the HS means your focus is on the things above.
Our eternal position in resurrected glory is to experience the full, uninterrupted righteousness of Christ and HIS presence.

/Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

In our current temporal life when we walk IN our position in Christ, we have an operational faith (working in HIS virtue love). Whereas legalism, is the opposite of this, it is flesh dependent.\  
It is operation worldly not spiritual. 

This is very similar to what the Apostle Peter spoke out about at the Jerusalem council, where he sided with the Apostle Paul and reprimanded the legalistic Jews;
/Act 15:10 “Since this is the case, why are you putting God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our forefathers nor we have been able to bear?\

God is not calling us into a religious system or a works program. HE gives us all we need to not only be born again (salvation), yet to also grow into SM (HS & WORD). 
We are given at least 40 grace gifts at the moment of salvation – it is grace in abundance. 
                           REPEAT
Gal 5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
The Apostle Paul knew it was the Judaizers.
The fact is, often times Christians begin a positive walk with God and then fall into religious nonsense, or buy the lies of false teaching.   
That becomes a victory for Satan…a useless soldier and really one who assists the enemy in the long run. 
Gal 5:8 This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.
Gal 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.
Leaven is almost always referenced in scripture as sin, evil or corruption. 
Gal 5:10 I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you will bear the punishment, whoever he is.

Gal 5:11 But as for me, brothers and sisters, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been eliminated.
IF is that 2nd class condition…it is not true! The Apostle Paul never taught anything like this. He did in his prior life as Saul of Tarsus, yet no longer! 
That is why the Judaizers always attacked his ministry. 
He is literally saying, if I did teach that false doctrine it would be nullifying the truth of the Cross of Jesus Christ. 
/Circumcision was a type of seal for true Israelites; it meant agreement with the Mosaic Law. Those who deliberately accepted the circumcision, entered a contract to fulfill the Law. To try and be justified by any law or following a command, nullifies the grace work of Christ.\  
You can not be under the grace of God and religion at the same time.
Gal 5:12 I wish that those who are troubling you would even emasculate themselves.

/Gal 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but serve (douleuō) one another through love.

You are called into freedom, not a license to sin but a continued life of service – meaning obedience and subjection to something or someone.\ 
DO-LOU-OH, is a Greek verb written in the present tense, it was often used for a term of slavery as well as regular labor.

The reality is the Christian is called into service…full time duty after salvation. Though we have abundant grace and the freedom from religious restraints, there still is an expectation inside the plan of God. This is what Pastor James was reminding his congregation about. 
                            REPEAT
Gal 5:14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
Notice the focus is on others.
Many of you folks listening to my voice right now …serve others by your support of the teaching of the WORD of God – other Bels are being fed because of you. Unbelievers may hear the gospel because of you.
Never assume what you do by supporting the truth and being involved in a ministry doesn’t matter – it is actually one of the main callings after salvation. 
Gal 5:15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk (peripateō) by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Written in the pres, act, imp – keep marching in order, keep pressing on with divine work and fruit of the Spirit. You are responsible and this is imperative (command).\ 
PERRI-PETET-OH, this is not just walk, it means fully occupied, to regulate and conduct yourself. 
The present tense tells us keep this moving forward, the active voice is in the 2nd person plural – it is pointing at us BELIEVERS. 
It is a command not a suggestion. Keep walking in the Spirit is not bouncing in and out of rebound and playing yo-yo games inside the plan of God.
/Gal 5:17 For the desire of the flesh is against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, in order to keep you from doing whatever you want.

The Apostle Paul is well aware of spiritual warfare (Rom 7). He is telling us how to remain in a steady motion of spirituality. \
Gal 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.

You have to be under the grace plan of GOD – allowing the two power options to dominate your life. Many Christians are under a religious system or works program…others simply live like grace is a license to sin.
/The only pathway into maturity, is by a positive lifestyle of momentum, which is the WORD washing over their soul habitually, as the ministry of the Holy Spirit is allowed control. That is a spiritual life that leads us into godliness. Understanding spiritual warfare begins within the soul first (thoughts and decisions) is imperative. As your norms and standards, as well as ideologies began to be inculcated with BD then you begin to see success in the Christian way of life.\  
Happy 4th of July – see you soon! 

