Mat #57
Forgiveness
 We finished last lesson with the first prayer example that TLJC gave to His new followers.
In Matthew chapter 6
The prayer ends in verse 13 and it really is not translated - do not lead us into temptation…because God does not do that …but it refers to testing in time.

That Greek noun for temptation is PARIS-MOSS…is used in the sense of having to endure a difficult experience, to be put on a trail that is extended or a hardship…that is how it is being used though the word is sometimes use for temptation, in this case it is not.

So the last half of that prayer in Mat 6:13 is just calling out to God for guidance and strength, not allowing the test to extend beyond our strength. 
Mat 6:13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’] NOT IN ORIGINAL scripture but appropriate.

This is a petition prayer…these men will need to use it!
TLJC flows right back into forgiveness which is a core ingredient of grace.
/Mat 6:14 “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.\

15 “But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

Verse 14 is positive and then comes the negative in verse 15. 
But the Greek 3rd class condition is in view for verse 14….For if  - means maybe the Bel will… maybe the Bel won’t! 

This is about your decision…the Bel being responsible to make the right decision…a positive attitude toward BD.

To emphasize grace in rebound Jesus demands that His disciples begin to live by grace,…forgive trespasses. 

And they are forgiven before they ask for forgiveness, before they ask for anything, it was done eternity past.
This standard of God’s grace is beyond offering your circle of family and friends grace…it is based on impersonal unconditional love which was taught in the OT but never fully embraced.

God’s grace was always in His word but now was the time it came into full fruition. Similar to the shadow of the OT is now the reality of the NT.
/Deu 19:21“Thus you shall not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Exo 21:24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
Mosaic Law called for strict justice with little room for forgiveness.\

OT forgiveness and grace were available but never was the command of living in Grace the main focus of the law.

Grace is substituted for the law of retribution.
The eye for an eye program is now being replaced by the grace program of the new CA.
The first Apostles were taught to walk in love and focus on God’s grace and Paul became a teacher of grace beyond anything or anyone could have imagined. 
/Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;\
This is a conscience effort meaning the filling power of the HS and applying the word of God to your life.    ELABORATE

/Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.\

If you have difficulty bearing with those who have wronged you….you may want to think about your life…how many times have you lied, cheated or stole or maybe hurt someone else? 
TLJC has forgiven you.    ELABORATE
Turn to Luke chapter 17 with me.

The Bel must make an effort to be filled with HS and put on that heart of compassion.
/Col 3:14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.\

All of us struggle with issues of weakness…OSN lust patterns and sins in general throughout our daily lives, the last thing we need is to have other Bel’s judge us or hold it over our heads by not forgiving us.    Look at Luke 17

Luk 17:1 He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come, but woe to him through whom they come!
/Luk 17:2 “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that he would cause one of these little ones to stumble.\
3 “Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.
Luk 17:4 “And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”
15 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
The little ones that are in view are Bels most certainly new Bels who are trying to understand the plan of God. 

Dr. Luke is simply repeating a lesson the Lord probably taught several times but the most memorable may have been with Peter.

/Mat 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.\
Turn to Eph 4:30

There are times we need to measure our responses and even our own liberty so we don’t cause a stumbling block for others.
/The mature Bel knows how to be an asset for the weaker Bel not a stumbling block. The mature Bel must measure their words and actions when dealing with a new or weak Bel. We as Royal Family members should be aware of how we influence others in our periphery.\

ELABORATE-   GLASS WINE IN FRONT OF ALCHOLIC
Look at Eph 4 verse 29.

We need to not only watch for others concerning becoming a stumbling block but make sure we fully understand the problem with an unforgiving heart.

/Eph 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.\
Ask yourself are you building people up or breaking them down when you speak and the actions you display to others…do they help or hurt other people’s spiritual walk?
Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
/Eph 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.\
Grieving the Spirit has to do with sin when we fall into sin we begin to grieve the HS…I did a Q&A on Grieving & Quenching God the HS many months ago…go back and look at it.

/When we remain aware (not guilty/shamed) that we have been forgiven and that the Lord went to the Cross for all sinners, it becomes much easier to have that forgiving heart.\

Who are you to judge or not forgive another when TLJC has already forgiven them?
Remember the prostitute that fell at our Lord’s feet in front of the Pharisees and began weeping and washing the Lord’s feet.
/Luk 7:47 “For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.”\

Great principle concerning those who believe that are not that bad or their sins aren’t as bad as the next guy. 
Sin is sin….steal a pencil or rob a bank… sin is sin….alternative lifestyle or liar….sin is sin…drug addict or pride & arrogance…sin is sin.
ELABORATE   don’t fool yourself.

Look at how the Amplified Bible puts Ephesians chapter 4 v 29 ;

/Amp-Eph 4:29 Let no foul or polluting language, nor evil word, nor unwholesome or worthless talk (ever) come out of your mouth; but only such (speech) as is good and beneficial to the spiritual progress of others, as is fitting to the need and the occasion, that it may be a blessing and give grace (God’s favor) to those who hear it.\
Take moment and look at that!

The Bel who lacks forgiveness is a Bel who has not matured in the plan of God.

/Lack of forgiveness in the human realm assures a life of bitterness & isolation. Lack of forgiveness in the spiritual sense assures eternal separation from God, excluded from His love because true salvation begins with the recognition of the need for forgiveness.\

Forgiveness is difficult on some levels early on but it becomes easier as we grow in God’s plan and truly understand the spiritual life.

/Forgiving someone who has attacked you on any level (physical or emotional) is impossible outside the filling power of the Holy Spirit and applying God’s word.\
Having God’s grace…God’s love is the supernatural power that will help you rise above that bitter spirit.
/Forgiveness does not mean you have to allow the person who hurt you back into your life, it does mean you hold no grudge nor do you desire any repercussion or harbor sins of the tongue against them.\

You know you haven’t fully forgiven someone when every time their name is brought up you feel uptight…you feel the need to speak out against them. 

Or if they walk in the room you immediately feel anger swelling up inside. You still need time and prayer as well as applying BD to your life.

/Forgiving certain crimes and attacks against us may be an ongoing process but do not give up. Pursue that lifestyle of grace- treating others with dignity and compassion even when they deserve our wrath.\ 
You deserved God’s wrath yet you were forgiven.
/The righteousness of God condemned every sin in eternity past. What the righteousness of God condemns, the justice of God judges, so that the love of God provides the solution to the problem of sin as expressed in the grace of God.\
Personal love for God the Father in our Lord’s humanity motivated Him to stay on the Cross and be judged.

Here is a little theology 101 as we close;
Jesus Christ made four great decisions in eternity past as the eternal God.

/The first decision was atonement. Atonement means that the Lord Jesus Christ was judged for the sins of the world. He was judged as a substitute for us.\
 
/The second decision was propitiation. Propitiation is the judgment of our Lord satisfying the righteousness of God the Father. \

/The third decision was reconciliation. Anyone can be reconciled to God the Father through the salvation work of Jesus Christ.\

/The fourth decision was redemption. Redemption is our Lord paying the price for our eternal salvation, purchasing us from the slave market of sin.\
 Mankind simply makes the decision to take the redemption solution.

Anyone is capable and it is open to all….there is no murderer, rapist, criminal….liar or cheat that is excluded from the grace of God, if they so choose it!
Knowing that…how hard is it to forgive anyone?   Are you greater than God?

Did you go to the cross… or do you think you were above that redemption? You were better than everyone else…your sins didn’t count?
/Remaining in a bitter, unforgiving state is a cancer to your soul. It is the polar opposite of the grace of God therefore you can never grow as a Bel.\

/When you remain in that bitter state it gives others power over your life all the while causing you mental and physical illness.\ 
What you allow to overtake your life concerning your thoughts and emotions will eventually dictate who you become and it touches the lives of so many people all around you.

/Heb 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;\

There are those who struggle with many aspects of God’s grace and God’s love…forgiveness and becoming tender hearted at some point you need to look at your spiritual walk.
/2Cor 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?\

Perhaps you are someone who needs to start over…it happens, maybe you never really believed in Christ as Lord and savior?

Or maybe you have been away from the word and all this talk about grace & forgiveness seems impossible...whatever it is…it is never too late. God is waiting on you right now.    ELABORATE

/Ask God to help soften your heart, take the time for God, use prayer, Bible study and allowing room for grace upon self so you can then give it to others.\
Forgive yourself first and work on that forgiveness within… it will help you grow that tender heart for others.

/Mat 7:17 “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
A tree takes time and a healthy environment to grow, give yourself that time & room as well as a healthy environment of mind and body to bear good fruit!\

When you fail…dust yourself off…repent rebound and get back on course.

/Forgiveness is needed in life without it, we have no growth and only misery for those in our circle of family & friends and within our own soul structure.\

[bookmark: _GoBack]/Every relationship demands compassion and forgiveness, for most of us it will be an ongoing balance of applying God’s grace to ourselves and others as we grow.\
Remember this…
every relationship…most certainly the intimate ones will only flourish & grow with forgiveness woven deep into its fabric.  REPEAT






