Mat #50
Christ strengthens the Believer.

The remaining scriptures that we will look at as we begin to wrap up Matthew chapter 5, all point us in the direction of having spiritual strength that only comes from an intimate relationship with TLJC.
/Phi 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.\

It is only through our new nature operating at its fullest that we can sustain attacks and turn the other cheek as TLJC is suggesting to His new teachers.

Mat 5:40 “If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 41 “Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.
Mat 5:42 “Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.
/Mat 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ 44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,\
Mat 5:45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

I want you to see an important grace principle in what TLJC is teaching to these men;
It is easy to resent someone who seeks to borrow money from you, especially if he is not capable or has mishandled and made his own errors. 

/This was a new concept that has come into a legalistic Jewish society, the impact of grace. It is the concept of a testimony for the Lord because you have a mental attitude of grace and you treat others in grace.\
 It is the mental attitude that reveals itself and has the deep impact on all those in your periphery.
Turn to Leviticus chapter 19.

/The Jewish communities had developed a spirit of bitterness and swift & excessive justice against anyone who stepped outside the Mosaic Law. The hierarchy was intolerant & vindictive and this spread into every community.\

Grace …true grace from God is tolerant and does not seek revenge nor does it ignore the cries of the less fortunate.

Leviticus chapter 19 is a solid standard of what God considers righteous laws.

It is a good read for any Christian because it gives us a clear view on what God considers right and just.

/Lev 19:15 ‘You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.\
Notice the fair and balanced judgement whether a person is rich or poor…be fair impartial. Do not give the poor the benefit of the doubt because you feel sorry nor do you give the rich person a break because they have power or wealth.
16 ‘You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people, and you are not to act against the life of your neighbor; I am the LORD.
Lev 19:17 ‘You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him. 
/Lev 19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.\ 

Unfortunately the legalistic standard had taken the Jews far from the basic judicial principles of fairness set in place by God thousands of years earlier. 

This was a new attitude that would have to take time to sink into communities of Jewish people who felt pressure from the Legalistic leaders as well as the Roman Empire.
Grace…which encompasses forgiveness, letting go of bitterness…being tolerant and generous among other things was not the standard of that day.

Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

/Grace is God’s freedom and consistency to express His love to mankind without compromising or jeopardizing His essence. Grace was a foreign concept to the majority of these people. There is a power source in operating in God’s grace.\
You first give grace to yourself and then give it out toward others. 

No one can truly give and rightly give apart from freedom. God gives out of total freedom because of the cross, because of propitiation, God is fully satisfied therefore He can give and forgive endlessly. 

/Grace is the plan of God on behalf of man beginning at the cross. Grace is actually a one-word description of God’s plan. The cross would be the culmination & pivot point that all O.T. scripture was pointing humanity toward.\

Grace is also God’s policy. God’s policy in dealing with the believer is always in grace.
/Grace in a summary is the plan, the policy, the function & mechanics of the divine modus operandi.\

 Under grace God does all the work, all of the providing, and man does all of the receiving and all of the benefiting totally apart from human merit.

/The concept: Grace depends upon the essence or the character of God. Therefore, grace depends on who and what God is. True grace is only administered and lived in through the indwelling power of the Trinity.\
Grace is what God can do for man and be consistent with His own character. Grace is God’s relationship with the believer as well as God’s way of salvation. 
So that under its concept 
/Grace is all that God can do for man from salvation to eternity, totally apart from man’s merit, man’s ability, man’s talent, man’s planning. \

This was like teaching a new language to group of people.
TLJC would carry on from this point forward emphasizing grace in His lifestyle, His words and parables… day in and day out because it was the new way of life that the Apostles would be responsible to teach to future generations. 
/The Pharisees and Sadducees had developed the attitude of loving your neighbor (Jews) and hating your enemy (Gentiles) as a proper lifestyle for true Israelites. \
Turn to Luke chapter 6 with me.

This was a call for dramatic change but the call was coming from TLJC who knew that He would go to the Cross…pay the penalty for sin and ignite the new CA…which would open up for the first time in human history the indwelling power of the HS…the Trinity inside mankind. Never before has that happened.

TLJC is the role model for mankind He laid out the protocol plan of God for us to follow.
It was not going to be an easy task…yet He knew we would be given supernatural strength in the CA.

/1Pet 2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,\
TLJC never promised His followers it would be easy…but He did promise them that the rewards and final results of a life well lived….to run the full course of the race here on earth would bring great blessings and glory to those who stood strong throughout their lives. 

Look at Luke 6:33
This is a great principle that many Bels overlook.
/Luk 6:33 “If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. \
Most Bels will do good to those who they feel comfortable dealing with…what about the unlovely? What about those who you have had conflict with?
34 “If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount.
Luk 6:35 “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.
Luk 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.
/Luk 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”\
That is God’s standard right there.
Turn to 1 Peter chapter 3.

As we close you need to realize that God does not look at the outward and God is not impressed like the world is impressed but the deeds of the flesh… He has a different standard. 

Let’s sum it all up in 1Peter chapter 3.
1Pet 3:8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 
1Pet 3:10 For,
“THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS,
MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT. 11 “HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.
/1Pet 3:12 “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS,
AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.”\
1Pet 3:13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, 
AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED,
1Pet 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.
/Grace is receiving what you did not earn or deserve yet you receive it anyway and it is a benefit & blessing in your life. Grace given to others is when we treat them with honor & respect as well as compassion even though they deserve our wrath.\

You can not do this until you learn to give yourself grace first.

/God’s grace is a source of power when the Bel fully recognizes it, accepts it and learns to live in it. This is a portion of supernatural strength given to the Bel in time to sustain our spiritual walk.\

/Strength to live in a hostile world opposed to God can’t be bought or manufactured in the flesh. Outside the filling power of the Holy Spirit it does not exist.\ 

/It is only the union we our married into with The Lord Jesus Christ that gives us supernatural strength to walk into the face of adversity and come out stronger on the other side.\

[bookmark: _GoBack]/It was at the Cross on Calvary that the pinnacle of all God’s supernatural power was made available to a lost and dying world to tap into if they choose to have faith in Christ and then the faith to live in a daily relationship with Him.\
