Christmas 2025

You can open your bibles into the gospel of Matthew chapter one if you like. Or you can simply sit back and listen to this message.

As we now sit on the cusp of Christmas day, just hours away.
The shopping and hustle bustle begins to settle into a time of family, friends and fellowship in one aspect or another.
This is the time of year we have chosen to celebrate the birth of the TLJC and yet it is a season of hustle, bustle… hurry up and get that shopping done.
 Buy this gift or exchange that gift, get the cards out on time, make the phone calls and get the messages out to family and friends.
Any true Christian over the age of 18 yrs old, should get that uneasy feeling during the build up of this shopping and festive season, from Thanksgiving into the New Year, that the true gift and the true heart of the season is often lost in this worldly shuffle.

We get use to it…we get numb to it.
We often get overwhelmed by it!
But most of us recognize this feeling as the build up from the end of November takes on a fevered pace into the end of December.
The persistent bombardment of commercials and sales pitches, the push and shove of the department store frenzy. 
The frantic on-line orders and calculations of gifts and timing of the arrival of those gifts.
The never ending to do list… of gifts and gathering for everyone, many who you only see on holidays, others that we are close with on a daily basis.

Yet the true Christian knows the reason for the season, and that the most precious gift was already given and yet often ignored.
This year I want to approach this from a different angle – I am going to read a piece of a story sent to me by Lisa, from Carmel California. 
The piece of a personal Christmas story she sent me many weeks ago. It is a portion of a longer letter and story, that stood out for me.
It stood out in my mind while I was gathering my thoughts and prayers for this Christmas message;
/Consider it this way: We are so precious to God that it was HIS will that Jesus would be born as the ultimate sacrifice for all our sin. With HIS death, we would be bought with the highest price…a king’s ransom paid for us, so that in HIM (His life and death on the cross), our victory would be assured. It was God’s will…The Father’s will was to nail the old word, THE LAW to the cross. He resurrected a new word, a New Testament, in the birth of His one and only Son…King Jesus.\
/Hallelujah, hallelujah! That is love! His perfect SON would be the priceless ransom paid for us, payment in full, for our debt of sin and in HIM we would find life, eternal life. That is how very precious to the Father we are, that HE would decree this into existence before time began.\

Lisa went on to write – have you ever been given a gift that is so expensive, so exquisite that it makes you catch your breath inwardly and silently say, “I’m not worthy of such a gift.’
 It touches you in such a deep and tender place inside you because you think, “Someone thinks this highly of me to give me such a gift?”
/The proper thing to do is to receive the gift and give thanks for it. To receive it humbly and graciously from the giver…the gift the Father gave to us was such a gift. A gift of such priceless value. A gift that is free, that we are free to receive…so tonight on Christmas eve when I look up into the night sky, instead of looking for a sleigh flying high across the skies, I will be looking up into the night sky and saying; “Thank you Father, thank you for giving me such a precious gift…the precious gift of Your Son. The gift of a savior who gave HIS life for me.”
                    John 15:13                \
Jhn 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that a person will lay down his life for his friends.
Thank you Lisa for that reminder.
Jesus Christ is the GOD of the universe. HE loved us so deeply that HE gave HIMSELF over as a sacrifice to pay the debt none of us could ever pay.
God the Fathers’ perfect plan had to have an innocent sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
The payment of one innocent for the many guilty.

With all the commercial trimmings and frantic gift buying and giving, we often have a society that overlooks the most precious gift of all. 
The gift that saves souls for all of eternity, the true reason for the season, the birth of Jesus Christ.
The day when GOD walked among us in the flesh.
Look at the account in the gospel of Matthew;
Mat 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
Mat 1:19 And her husband Joseph, since he was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.
Many scholars believe Jospeh may have wanted a divorce certificate.
You see, in the ancient world and within old Jewish customs, the engagement was a legal marriage. 
It was a binding agreement without the wedding or consummation it was already legal.
It was often common practice for the engagement to last a year. In which time they would wait for the wedding day, yet still be legally bonded in a marriage agreement. 
Joseph a man of little wealth, or fame, was a man of great integrity.
He wanted to protect Mary even though he was struck with confusion and pain.

Mat 1:20 But when he had thought this over, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
Both Mary and Jospeh had blood relatives that tied backward in history to the throne of King David.
/Mat 1:21 “She will give birth to a Son; and you shall name Him Jesus (iēsous), for He will save His people from their sins.”
"Jehovah is salvation" – The true GOD was born in the flesh – the WORD became flesh to dwell among us.\ 
YAY-SOUS, in the Greek… which is a common name for Joshua (YAH-SHOE-AH) in the Hebrew.
Born in a manger with a common Hebrew name.
Born to a lowly carpenter on the poor side of town.

They would know HIM as Jesus and the world would know HIM as GOD walks among us;
Mat 1:22 Now all this took place so that what was spoken by the LORD through the prophet would be fulfilled:
/Mat 1:23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN WILL CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND THEY SHALL NAME HIM IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.”

Isa 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and she will name Him Immanuel.\
GOD IS WITH US. Written over 700 yrs before the birth of Jesus Christ.
Over 300 prophecies fulfilled in the birth, life and death of Jesus Christ. 

Mat 1:24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife,
Jospeh and Mary knew the importance of this precious gift given to the whole world.
Mat 1:25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he named Him Jesus.
/Jhn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.

Jhn 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us; and we saw His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.\
It tells us the very world itself came into being through the WORD – TLJC.
There is no greater gift, there is no season…there is no beginning or ending without HIM.
There is no greater gift than what I can give you in this message today…not because it comes from me, it does not.

It is in HIM and through HIM. There is commercial, no gifts… no family, no friends… no life without The Lord Jesus Christ.
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. 17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but so that the world might be saved through Him.\
SO THAT YOU MIGHT BE SAVED – God gave mankind free will.

Love is not the issue…God so loved the world and yet many will never see heaven.
It is a powerful question that we all must answer before our temporal walk is complete. 
It is through the Divine justice of God that we can find this answer. 
/Luk 9:18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, “Who do the people say that I am?”

The answer to this question from Jesus Himself, is the greatest gift we can give someone during this holiday season.\ 
It is the most important question we should ask ourselves first.
Because in this hustle-bustle world and during this season of festivities and fellowship, many will miss the mark.

They will rely on, good feelings and hard work to open the gates of heaven and they never really grasp the truth of the narrow gate.
/Luk 9:19 They answered and said, “John the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 And He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.”\
It is a singular reference – YOU ARE THE ONE, True MESSIAH. 

God became man for all of us – HE had to fulfill the humanity of 4 judicial protocols that many do not understand. Love and good works do not save – only the righteousness of Christ carries us into eternal security. 
/Jesus had to be human for our salvation. Whoever was the savior of mankind had to be a member of the human race in order to save the human race — 
Heb 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, so that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.                             (Phlp 2:5-8)   \
Jesus Christ is GOD… and yet HE set HIS own deity aside, to come in the flesh and offer HIMSELF as the sacrificial Lamb.
HE died for the sins of the whole world. Yet many still reject the offer, they do not understand the humanity of Christ.
/HE came in the flesh also to be our MEDIATOR. HE is the only one who can stand between both parties, GOD and mankind in the Justice system of Heaven;

1Tim 2:5 For there is one GOD, and one mediator also between God and mankind, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.\

It is impossible for Jesus Christ to be a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek unless He is a man, a member of the human race.
/Jesus Christ is the only man to fulfill the role of the High priest forever;
Heb 7:14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses said nothing concerning priests. 15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an indestructible life.\
To truly be a king in the line of David Jesus Christ had to become a man.
/The king must be a man — to fulfill the Davidic covenant;
Psa 132:11 The LORD has sworn to David A truth from which He will not turn back: “I will set upon your throne one from the fruit of your body.

Psa 89:36 “His descendants shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun before Me.  (1Chr 17:11-12, Jer 33:17, Isa 9:7, Ezk 37:24…etc.) \

God promised David unconditionally that he would have a son who would reign forever, and Jesus Christ had to become a member of the human race to fulfil the Davidic covenant. 
He will do so upon HIS 2nd Advent, when HE establishes HIS 1,000 years of a perfect kingdom on earth.

I will close with this my friends. 
There is no greater gift that you should be celebrating or thinking about tonight. Except the gift, that was wrapped in rags in a manger, in Bethlehem over two thousand years ago.
IN Luke 2 verse 7 it tells us Mary gave birth to our LORD –
Luk 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luk 2:8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock at night.
Luk 2:9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood near them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.
Luk 2:10 And so the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;
/Luk 2:11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Both David and Jesus were born in this town called the HOUSE of BREAD (Bethlehem).\ 

Just another coincidence inside the plan of GOD…right!?? 

Luk 2:12 “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Luk 2:13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army of angels praising God and saying,
/Luk 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among people with  whom He is pleased.”

The contrast between the supernatural, angelic appearance of glory and the humble sight of baby Jesus, wrapped in rags, appear as complete opposites. Yet God loves to put His gifts of glory in unlikely wrappings, so His glory is more clearly displayed.\ 

Perhaps this year the gifts are far and few and the money is minimal. Maybe the family and friends are not available. Or perhaps the struggles and strife have divided you with others you once had fellowship with.
Rember HIS plan and power work while you are unaware. 
HE may well have the glory and gifts for you just on the next horizon. 
/Jer 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Rom 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” \
Do not pay attention to the hustle bustle of the devil’s world and what they have for you…what HE has for you is the true gifts.
/Lam 3:22 “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end.” 

Prov 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.”\

/Psa 37:4 “Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 

Jhn 20:31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.\
