2Thess #13
The 4th trial of Jesus Christ reveals evil at the highest level.

Just as a reminder the week of the Bible Conference I will be taking off to get prepared. That will be Monday Nov 6 until Saturday Nov 11th when the conference begins.
The Lord’s Supper will be done on Sunday Nov 12th by Pastor Jason K.

I will do my best to film and upload the whole Bible Conference but I can not promise it will all get filmed and uploaded.
Turn to John chapter 18 RF – today we will spend the majority of the lesson in the Gospel of John chapter 18.

Let me give you some historical context.
/The Gospel of John mentions only that Jesus first went to Annas, then was sent to Caiaphas. After that, then Caiaphas sent Jesus on to Pilate. John focused on the appearance of Jesus before the Roman leader, Pontius Pilate. John did not record the 5th trial in front of King Herod. Again, showing us all four gospels fully studied, gives a panoramic view of the whole set of 7 trials. \ 

Many aspects of the Bible are seen like that. Starting even in Genesis chapter one and two, with the creation of the earth and the first man and woman. 

Most prophecy is seen like this as well, several different angles of the same story.
The whole of the Bible is seen like this as well – a panoramic view of the whole plan of God from beginning to end.
Now we are about to see the final authority of the land – the Roman government and Roman military force, that held the boot on the throat of the Jewish people. 
The time period would have been very early morning – possibly 7 or 7:30 am.
Jesus is beaten and tired, HE is now dragged to the Praetorium: This word described the headquarters of Pilate in Jerusalem, likely at the Roman Fortress Antonia, where Pilate held court and conducted public business.
The term ‘praetorium’ denotes the headquarters of a Roman military governor. In a Roman camp, the praetorium was the commander’s headquarters usually located in the center of the camp.
Pilate was not a strong Governor and he was not really in favor with Ceasar. 
What Pilate wanted was no problems during his administration.  

/Jhn 18:28 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was early; and they themselves did not enter the Praetorium, so that they would not be defiled, but might eat the Passover.

Notice the legalistic leadership wants to conduct themselves publicly as righteous and pure.\
Jesus had celebrity the PASSOVER the night before.
Which by Jewish standards is all part of the Passover holiday. The ancient Jewish calendar was from sundown to sundown calculated as one full day.

Because they were in a holiday they were not suppose to be involved in any legal process. In fact, no work of any kind should have been conducted. 
The holiday celebration and time of prayer and worship was the only procedure for the Jewish culture during a holy day. 

/When the Believer is truly being persecuted for nothing more than their love of Christ, it will be revealed by the lengths of twisted rules or manipulation that those attacking the Bel will go to. Hypocrisy will flow in obvious fashion with nothing more than a thin cover up to explain the acts of arrogance and cruelty. \ 
Arrogant people and religious people often strain over the small details concerning others. While ignoring their own faults and failures in obvious areas that have hurt other people.

Jhn 18:29 Therefore Pilate came out to them and said, “What accusation are you bringing against this Man?”
/Jhn 18:30 They answered and said to him, “If this Man were not a criminal, we would not have handed Him over to you.”

IF – 2nd class condition, it is NOT TRUE! They are an angry mob and they are out of context for their own laws and holiday procedures. This is obviously a corrupt situation. \
Pilate makes a feeble attempt at law and order by asking what the legal terms and accusations are.
The reality is, Roman law like Jewish law, required written documents for all legal accusations and court trials. 
/Jhn 18:31 So Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.”

The main desire for the legalistic mob is now very obvious – not law and order, not fair or just punishment – the DEATH of Jesus Christ is all they wanted.\
Roman rule meant that no death penalty could be carried out by any other culture except under the Roman authority. 

Under the Jewish state their system of execution was always stoning. 
That was prescribed by the law. And who had to throw the first stone? 
The accuser. So, if the accuser ever had any doubts he would never throw the stones!
Anytime you read about a stoning death by the Jews it was either sanctioned under Roman agreement, or it was investigated later on by the Roman authorities. The stoning of the first deacon – Stephen, was after a legal trial. 

So more than likely, some documents were signed or agreed upon between the Sanhedrin and the Roman authority. 
/Jhn 18:32 This happened so that the word of Jesus which He said, indicating what kind of death He was going to die, would be fulfilled.

Not only did Jesus tell the Apostles He would be crucified, it was written in the prophecies of the OT – Psa 22, Zec 12:10, Num 21:9, Isa 53\

In ancient Roman times the death by crucifixion was reserved for criminals and slaves. 
Beheading was a much quicker and more honorable way to execute a person, that was reserved for Roman citizens who had been through the judicial process and found guilty of certain crimes, like murder.
Jhn 18:33 Therefore Pilate entered the Praetorium again, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, “You are the King of the Jews?”

Pilate is now fully aware this problem is not going away easily.
/Jhn 18:34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you about Me?”

The other gospel accounts tell us Jesus once again answered by using the term – I AM, first. Jesus then exposes Pilate’s weakness – questioning who is really in charge here? \

Ultimately TLJC was always in control within HIS deity, yet what Jesus was doing with everyone in leadership was exposing their own hypocrisies. 
/Truth, properly presented is incredibly powerful and will lay bare lies, arrogance and all hypocrisies. It is the only cleansing weapon, to not only expose counterfeits and deception, but it has the ability to heal those who truly accept it and conform to it.\

Jhn 18:35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed You over to me; what have You done?”
/Jhn 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”

Jesus Christ has a dual kingdom and one is active inside of everyone who believes upon HIM. TLJC also has a heavenly army (kingdom) that would bring forth millions of angels at a snap of HIS fingers.\
TLJC is called King of kings and Lord of lords – meaning there is no greater power or authority between heaven and earth then KING JESUS.

/King Jesus Christ has a kingdom of Believer priests, ambassadors and soldiers for HIS kingdom on earth which are ordained for spiritual warfare in the Church age. King Jesus Christ has a heavenly kingdom of angelic forces under HIS command prepared for a call to battle in the future. King Jesus Christ will have an established kingdom on earth at HIS 2nd Advent. \

/Jhn 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world,

IF – 2nd class conditional clause, because this cosmic system in its current condition, though created by HIM, is NOT the world where HE is currently ruling at that present moment.\
The way TLJC states this in the original language, points to the fact that the current world is being ruled or at least influenced by something or someone else – Satan.  
In essence, Jesus states- 
IF this were my time to rule…MY world the way I will establish it, MY kingdom which is earthly and heavenly then I would not have to be put to death.

In simple terms – it is not my time right now to sit back at my throne.
TLJC allowed HIS own power and authority to be laid aside to fulfill the plan of God the Father.

Pilate could not even begin to fathom the depth of the kingdom and royal power, of the common looking, carpenter who was beaten and standing in front of him.
Teaching us – never assume you know the depth, the power or full story of anyone standing in front of you – simply based on what position or situation they are currently standing in!
                             REPEAT
/Jhn 18:37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this purpose I have been born, and for this I have come into the world: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice.”

Pilate is highly educated; he is aware he is being offered a unique opportunity to accept truth or reject it.\ 
Pilate would quickly dismiss the truth given to him in that point.
Sometimes the most intellectual and powerful people we meet are the most dismissive of truth when it is right in front of them!
                               REPEAT
Just in these two verses we see Pilate given the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union as well.
/Jhn 18:37 - I have been born (gennaō), and for this I have come into the world

Perfect tense – it has been done with the end result; it is FINISHED forever.
Passive voice- points to the person of Jesus Christ as well as HIS deity. HE is GOD, the birth was result of God’s plan.
Indictive mood – factual statement that it is a part of history, Jesus Christ is the unique God-man forever.\ 
GINN-OT-OH, is a Greek verb - representing child birth. It is written in the perfect, passive, indictive. 

Jesus Christ was involved in the divine preparation of HIS own human birth.
Jhn 18:38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And after saying this, he came out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no grounds at all for charges in His case.

Pilate dismissed an opportunity to believe upon TLJC and he was much more concerned with not rocking the boat – Pilate wanted a simple and clean end to this angry mob situation.

Pontious Pilate had greater political aspirations and he just wanted to secure his own legacy. His attention was on the details of life and self-promotion not salvation.  
                      REPEAT
The last few verses in this chapter seem to gloss over the visit to King Herod’s palace and the second trial under Pilate.

They do carry some interesting principles-
Jhn 18:39 “However, you have a custom that I release one prisoner for you at the Passover; therefore do you wish that I release for you the King of the Jews?”
Pilate is sarcastic when saying - King of the Jews, to the Sanhedrin. 
It was sure to frustrate them. His lack of respect for the Jewish leaders was one of the reasons so much tension had developed between the Jews and the Roman empire.
/Jhn 18:40 So they shouted again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a rebel.

They began a chant for death to Jesus and salvation for Barabbas. The difficult part of any test is to know you are innocent, yet have lies levelled at you in spite of the fact you stand in the truth.\

Barabbas was a known thug – a gang leader, with a reputation for strong arm robbery, possibly murder and rape. 
That was their choice over Jesus Christ who simply spoke the truth of who HE was and who HE always will be.

/System testing and people testing almost always guarantee betrayal and lies will be directed at you. It is very painful and without the 10 Problem Solving Devices from the WORD of God you will fail these tests. The tests will encompass your level of mercy, grace and forgiveness, along with your inner strength of faith in God’s plan. It will press a demand upon your doctrinal library deep within your soul.\

/Between the leadership of the Sanhedrin and Pontius Pilate we see examples of the highest authority of the land, rejecting truth right in front them. We also see that no matter how intelligent or powerful an individual is, without Christ their capabilities for operating in evil may have no limits.\
