Mat 217
Arrogance is what keeps most people in the dark

Let us pick it up back in Matthew chapter 16.
I was almost led in a direction to teach further on the cosmic system and its deceptions and I may still go in that direction – but, I felt a stronger pull from God the HS to look at arrogance.

Especially the deep arrogance we can note of the Pharisees and Sadducees who kept badgering TLJC in an attempt to make HIM look bad or catch Him in a lie or promoting false teaching.

Which is truly the kettle calling the pot black if you know what I mean!
They were the master manipulators and false teachers and yet here they are chasing God in the flesh around, verbally attacking and challenging HIM.

Mat 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.
Remember this was at least a year and half into TLJC earthly ministry.
Mat 16:2 But He replied to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
/Mat 16:3 “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?\

Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away.

If you were to simply go back about 6 to 8 months you would see the exact same attack in Matthew chapter 12.

We covered this - probably last year or the beginning of this year.
/Mat 12:38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”
This was the ongoing challenge and the sign of blind arrogance in the religious crowd.\
Same scenario!
This is the same group of leaders and they always talked and met amongst themselves, so it didn’t matter if a few new faces pop up here there, they all were in this plot together.
Remember what TLJC said back then and it is exactly the same as Matt 16:4;
/Mat 12:39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;\
Turn to Proverbs chapter 11 with me RF.

While you do that I’ll put Prov 16:18 on the board as a reminder of what truly blinds people;


/Pro 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.
There is a blindness that accompanies arrogance when it has finally consumed a soul.\

Many people question how the majority of the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees not only rejected TLJC but openly attacked HIM.
Arrogance – left to overthrow the soul structure is a devastating power source that blinds the mind. It is a blanket thrown over the soul structure. 
It inflames frustration and anger toward anything or anyone who opposes it or seeks to expose it.
We see it throughout our world today at extremely high levels, on our college campuses - on news media outlets, in our city streets… social media postings, social justice activity and even within some church walls.

We looked at Proverbs chapter 11 a few months back and I want to touch on it quickly today because it truly applies to what this lesson is about.

Pro 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, But a just weight is His delight.
I taught you how important having a balance in your life is and it always starts with the proper priority of BD in the Bels life. 
Now notice what knocks everything off balance;
/Pro 11:2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.
Loss of integrity and shameful behaviors normally follow the person whose pride (arrogance) has conquered their soul.\
It is only a matter of time but they are like a ticking time bomb just waiting for the right person or circumstance to set them off.
/Pro 11:3 The integrity of the upright will guide them, But the crookedness of the treacherous (bagad) will destroy them.
This a deceitful person, one who deals in lies which is always the case once arrogance begins to guide the soul.\
BAW-GAD

There is a guarantee of the dwindling of character and integrity once blind arrogance takes over a person’s life.
This will lead to a person doing corrupt things and falling into patterns of deception that becomes their norms and standards and that changes a person from deep within – it’s very dangerous  territory. 
Arrogance can bring on criminal behavior…psychotic episodes, it is highly dangerous when left unchecked. 

/Pro 13:10 Through insolence (zadown) comes nothing but strife, But wisdom is with those who receive counsel.
This is a Hebrew noun for pride, haughtiness, arrogance.\    ZAH-DON
Turn to Romans chapter 12 with me.
The legalistic religious leaders in Matt 16 - are the same type of arrogant people we see today among the Unbels and the agendas in this cosmic system that stand against the truth of scripture. 

The issue with arrogance is that it is at the very core of the OSN – so we all have this in our DNA, no one escapes it.
It may come out in different realms but it is a part of our human nature.

Which means there is no good way to fully conquer it, except through our union with TLJC. Having that new nature to live in is the cure for arrogance.
                              REPEAT 
/Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.\
Most people are conformed to this cosmic system.
As I taught you last lesson we are fully surrounded by satanic agendas therefore you are absorbing it even when we think you are not being influenced by it.
The Bel renews their mind by doing what you are doing right now – absorbing BD.
                               REPEAT
/Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.\
The word of God teaches Bels to stop reacting with emotional nonsense and to get control over the OSN.

Gaining sound judgement speaks to our maturity and spiritual discernment.

It is only through consistent intake of BD through the power of God the HS that a Bel can live a life where arrogance dissipates from their day to day life. 
It will never fully disappear while we are in this flawed human body - meaning our daily condition, but we can live in our position more and more as we grow inside the plan of God.

Jump over to 1Peter chapter five.
/Arrogance is within the very core of the OSN, it is the grandfather and its family tree runs to;
Jealousy                             Pettiness
Pride                                   Anger
Hypersensitivity               Narcissism
Bigotry                               Cruelty\                      

This is why we have the industries and agendas I mentioned last lesson that seem to be the polar opposite of what God teaches us. They are born and bred from a place of arrogance. 
They are promoted and operated by flawed human beings with arrogance at the very core of their nature.

God looks upon arrogance with disdain – now we know God does not have human emotions such as we do, but there is a sense that God deeply frowns upon the arrogant.

God promotes respect for authority in HIS word – God promotes being humble of heart in His word – God tells us we need to have impersonal, unconditional love as our tool for dealing with the sins of others against us. 
Look at what Peter taught in 1Peter 5;
/1Pet 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. \
Elders is the Greek title – 
PRES-BOO-TA-ROSS which is a title for church leader, elder or pastor-teacher. The call is to operate in respect toward your church leaders. Respect toward authority is the protocol of God.

This is written in the Greek, imperative mood which speaks to a command. To clothe yourself means there is something the Bel is called to do – reflect TLJC.

Which means you are applying BD while the power of God the HS is functional in your life. 
/1Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,\
There is something we are called to do!
Turn to 2 Timothy chapter 3 with me RF.

I like how the Amplified puts 1Pet 5:5;

/1Pet 5:5 (amp) – Likewise you that are younger and of lesser rank be subject to the elders – the ministers and spiritual guides of the church, giving them due respect and yielding to their counsel. Clothe (apron) yourselves, all of you, with humility – as the garb of a servant, so that its covering can not possibly be stripped from you, with freedom from pride and arrogance – toward one another. For God sets Himself against the proud – the insolent, the overbearing, the disdainful, the presumptuous, the boastful, and opposes, frustrates and defeats them, but gives grace (favor, blessings) to the humble.\      REPEAT      ELABORATE

Clearly God wants us operating from a Christ-like nature in all our dealings.
Certainly, for the brothers and sisters in the body of Christ we should approach them with humility even when they have harmed us. 
Be the bigger person and give the benefit of the doubt – you may be surprised how far that goes.

/1Cor 6:7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?\
Paul was teaching the church at Corinth that sometimes you should be willing to be wrong even if you know you are right.
That takes great spiritual maturity!

God will promote you when the time comes, God will fight for you, God will bring the healing in within HIS time frame, we simply need to operate from that new nature as often as we can.

/Arrogance at its worst will reject anything that comes from the hand of God. Arrogance at its best will remain stubborn and focused upon itself. Either way it is nearly impossible to reach someone in the grips of arrogance.\

Not only just reject – but often times violently reject anything about God. 
This is way so many reject the calling of God in their lives and even why so many Bels never grow past salvation. Arrogance, even at its best or weakest point is stubborn as ten-day old cement!
                      REPEAT

2Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
/2Ti 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,\
I have gone into great detail about these in the original Greek before – that is not my mission today. The New American Standard Bible states them very clearly.
2Ti 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
Each one of these we see listed points back to the granddaddy - arrogance at the core of the OSN.

2Ti 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
I think we need only turn on the six o’clock news to see these in action today.
/2Ti 3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.
The leadership and so-called church crowd is woven into this very lesson.\

They appear to be of the body of Christ – they speak the lingo yet do not fully understand or apply the power of God the HS.
2Ti 3:6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,
Weak women speak to emotional people and Bels fall under this category at times as well…not just female. – 
Weak means those who fall for the dog and pony show of religion or those who are easily led astray by false teaching. 
Emotions rule their soul!
2Ti 3:7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

/The nation itself suffers as arrogance becomes the deciding factor of the majority – how they think, react and rationalize is all opposite of scripture and a greater focus is put upon self or human power than divine power. \

That is how a nation slowly comes apart at the seams – Egyptian empire, the Babylonian Empire, The Roman Empire are all examples of that.
Nations can become arrogant and under divine discipline God removes their ability to have prosperity.

/Lev 26:19, “And I will break down the arrogance of your power. And I will make your sky like iron, and your land like bronze.”  20 ‘Your strength will be spent uselessly, for your land will not yield its produce and the trees of the land will not yield their fruit.\

America is showing signs and symbols of this very warning from OT scriptures.
The 4 pillars of a client nation unto God begin to pop at the seams and fall apart.

The divine institutions of – personal freedom and the ability to maintain your free will, Christian Marriage, The Christian family unit and Nationalism. 

Once they fall apart – look out for the divine hand of discipline to come crashing in sooner or later.
/Isa 9:8 “The Lord sends a message against Jacob and it falls on Israel. 9 And all the people know it, that is, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, who spoke with pride and arrogance of heart. The bricks have fallen down, but we will rebuild with smooth stones.”\
Arrogance thinks it can undo what God is doing to it. Arrogance believes it is as smart as God and has power enough to stand up to God.

/ Ezek 7:10 “Behold, the day is coming. Your doom has gone forth. The rod of discipline has budded because arrogance has blossomed.”\
 The rejection of Bible doctrine is always related to arrogance.
 /1Tim 6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions,\
The teaching of false doctrine is an avenue straight to arrogance within the soul. 
Because it means you are not operating from scripture but from the feelings and thoughts of some teacher you put your trust in – he is in it for financial gain and popularity in the cosmic system. 

/1Tim 6:5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment.\
True contentment takes spiritual growth.

Godliness – eusebeia, means you are walking habitually inside the plan of God you are gaining spiritual momentum it is not about acting pure all the time. It is a level of SM where your relationship with God has increased to a higher level. 
 Arrogance is the corruptor of the soul and the sign that the sin nature is dominating the soul. Arrogance is the basic sin that motivates rejection of Bible doctrine. 
The black out of the soul happens at the point that arrogance has taken its full course in that human soul structure.

Arrogance distracts the Bel from truth and pushes them toward cosmic viewpoint.

/Mat 16:3 “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?\
Arrogance blinded the legalistic Jews that God was right in front of them and arrogance will blind even the Bel to the facts and truth all around them!








