Mat 189
Washing your hands is not as important as washing your heart.

I want us to have a prayer for a gentleman who made a comment on my You Tube page two lessons ago. I want to pray he finds truth and peace… and maybe that I can lift him up with answers.

Remember we will do the Lord’s supper July 1st this Thursday and after that lesson I will be taking a long weekend off from teaching and I will be back the following Tuesday July 7th.
We are opening up in Matthew chapter 15 today. This chapter opens up with a new scene and therefore we can only guess TLJC is now in a new village or town, and it may well be days or weeks after Matthew chapter 14 concluded.
You will notice something right from Matt 15 verse 1 – the legalistic leaders go out of their way to seek Jesus.

It is never TLJC trying to chase after them or call them out, it is always the Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees on the offensive.

Mat 15:1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,
/Mat 15:2 “Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”\
Mat 15:3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?

First off is the fact that arrogance can not stand to be ignored and it will always go out of its way to stir up trouble against grace & truth. 
If Jesus was a habitual liar and had no solid facts or anything to prove who HE claimed to be, then why would the Jewish leadership constantly follow HIM around and verbally assault Him? 

When someone is a liar and all they do is spout false doctrine or they have no validity, why attack them? 
Why waste time & energy on a clear fraud?
Really…why continue to chase after and attack someone who you believe is a phony? Makes you think, and it really proves that evil hates truth and it will always assault or undermine truth every chance it gets. 
Arrogant people get frustrated when challenged and especially when they are proven to be wrong. 

But now we have the issue of washing of the hands becoming the next attack.

/Mat 15:2 - the tradition of the elders is the oral law handed down in Israel. It was developed outside of the scriptures, then eventually reduced to writing and collected under a manuscript system called the Mishna. The tradition of the elders refers to the Mishna, an oral version of the Torah, but not all of it lining up with scripture.\
Mishna, it is a Hebrew term for - repeated story.

The washing of hands before meals is not a commandment in the Old Testament scriptures but became a very strong part of the Mishna. This is why they did not use the word “scripture”.

/Though hand washing is an excellent practice for sanitary reasons, it is not a command. The rabbis and the elders made it a sign of spirituality. In other words, they said you were not spiritual unless you washed your hands before meals. Remember the Jewish leadership had added in numerous ritualistic actions into the original writings of Moses.\
Whatever the benefits of bodily cleanliness are, and they are many, they do not extend into the spiritual realm.
This is legalism in action, it is a case of taking something healthy & good and making a false issue out of it. There is nothing to do with spiritual growth or fellowship with God in this nonsense.
Flip ahead to Matthew chapter 23 so we can see something about legalistic arrogance and how TLJC deals with it.
The disciples of Jesus were made up of common folks and the original 12 Apostles were hard working men, many were fishermen who thought nothing of grabbing some food when they were hungry and eating.
Truthfully Judas Iscariot was the most educated and probably most clean cut of the bunch! That is a fact… until the Apostle Paul showed up years later, Judas Iscariot was the smartest and most respectable Apostle of the group early on.
Just goes to show – you never know, everything is not what it seems!

The Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees were all educated and well off, therefore they would never break bread and socialize with lower income or common folks.
They would pray over the poor and sick.
They would show up at public events and give the appearance of compassion or guidance for those people but to hang out with them…forget it!

And so, because legalism ran rampant with these Jewish leaders, rituals and their actions in public became a very big deal for them. That was the sign of spiritual maturity and education.
The great southern preacher…
J. Vernon McGee once said, he was amazed that most parents warn their children to wash their hands before dinner and yet they do not warn their children of what to watch on that T.V. screen for hours on end.
REPEAT

Look at the words of TLJC in;
/Mat 23:27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.\
That Greek word – hypokritēs – 
(WHO-POK-RE-TASS) was often used to describe an actor in a play, someone who was putting on a show for others. 
In fact, the root word it comes from means a fake or to pretend. 
Mat 23:28 “So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

Jesus Christ was not the long haired, skinny hippie who let everyone walk all over Him.
He was masculine and compassionate filled with grace, love and truth but HE wasn’t afraid of stepping up & calling out the hypocrites and liars.
Mat 23:29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous,
In other word’s you talk a good game.
They throw around the names of the prophets and lift them up on high but do not apply the lesson they preached about.
Mat 23:30 and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’
Mat 23:31 “So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.

TLJC puts them right in the same boat with the OT enemies of the nation of Israel and all those who were in authority back then and condemned the men of God. 

Turn to Acts chapter 23 with me RF.

You see in the words of Jesus Himself He had no use for all that religious nonsense and He saw right through the façade of man-made rituals and religion.
In Acts 23 the Apostle Paul was already whipped, beaten and imprisoned for preaching Christ crucified in the temple. In fact, they were also upset because Paul was including Gentiles in his ministry.
This punishment and imprisonment came because Paul went soft for the Jews and was outside the plan of God in a geographical location.

You can go back to Acts 21 and 22 and get the story on that…Paul was told to go in a different direction and his emotions got the best of him. 
None the less God turned this curse into a blessing and Paul evangelized and wrote great doctrinal principles in this imprisonment. 
The Apostle Paul was spared the Roman legal intervention but now was face to face with the legalistic Sanhedrin;
Act 23:1 Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, “Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day.”
/Act 23:2 The high priest Ananias commanded those standing beside him to strike him on the mouth.
Arrogance and more specifically, religious legalism will not tolerate the viewpoint or challenge opposed to it in any realm.\
Act 23:3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in violation of the Law order me to be struck?”

Notice Paul is speaking out in righteous indignation…he is not passively allowing them to walk all over him.
He reminds them God is the one who handed down the commands & laws to Moses. No one is above HIM.
Act 23:4 But the bystanders said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?”
Act 23:5 And Paul said, “I was not aware, brethren, that he was high priest; for it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT SPEAK EVIL OF A RULER OF YOUR PEOPLE.’”
Apparently the high priest did not have his robe & rank on and many scholars believe it is because King Herod had changed the rules and the high priest was not wearing it because it was only worn in the presence of Herod.

Paul knows authority can not be disrespected but we can stand strong when wrongly accused and you see Paul make his case.
Act 23:6 But perceiving that one group were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in the Council, “Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!”
Act 23:7 As he said this, there occurred a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.
/Act 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.
Paul was handling the pressure and in doing so he made a bold statement that he knew would bring a stumbling block into the room…truth.\
People’s salvation was on the line…life and death are in the gospel of Christ. 
Act 23:9 And there occurred a great uproar; and some of the scribes of the Pharisaic party stood up and began to argue heatedly, saying, “We find nothing wrong with this man; suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”

This my friends, is God the HS and that still small voice that comes to us in times of trouble and guides us in what to say and what to do.
/Act 23:10 And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force, and bring him into the barracks.
Every time we see God’s men operating in faith and in tune with God the Holy Spirit we see them protected.\
Doesn’t matter if we study, Moses, Jacob, David, Joseph, Daniel or Peter and Paul.
If you are operating inside the plan of God and your faith has a little muscle on it, God can guide you in miraculous ways.
/Act 23:11 But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.”\
You are not done yet Paul!
TLJC had a special relationship with Paul and that is one of the reasons we know he was an Apostle and one of the greatest of the 12.

Now we see a conspiracy to kill Paul.
Now we see what legalism is all about, what the - wash your hands crowd, is really thinking in their heart! 
/Act 23:12 When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who formed this plot.\

Misery and arrogance loves company.

Because all things work together for good for those who love the Lord, there is no assassination but it is to force Paul out of Jerusalem. And from Jerusalem he will go to Caesarea, and from Caesarea he is going be attacked again. 

/As a Roman citizen Paul is going to appeal to Caesar and when he does he will move on to Rome. This is a series of attacks upon grace which will give grace its greatest manifestation in the prison epistles. In other words, God’s plan and God’s grace is going to continue in spite of every attack against it.\
The Apostle Paul had become a great teacher at this point and he understood grace…he taught it and applied it also.

 The real concept in this chapter is that even though grace is attacked, grace is always triumphant.
/Grace means you live in truth not with a fervent hand that slaps down anyone who disagrees but with an open heart and willingness to follow where God leads. Truth is the utmost importance but grace teaches us to allow room for others to fail, grow and even reject us.\

The Apostle Paul learned this more so than most other disciples because of the attacks and lies and imprisonments. 

Remember Paul was rejected by the Apostles, in fact, all disciples rejected him at first, other than Barnabas.

/Learning God’s grace means we do not put limitations on circumstances or people, forgiveness and empathy flow freely from our lives. We treat others not how they deserve to be treated but graciously, because of the love of Christ within us.\
Paul stood up for himself while still respecting the chain of command and even when he was wrongly accused he sat back and waited on the guidance of God the HS and timing of God.
Calm under pressure like Paul applied several times in his life only comes from spiritual maturity. 
REPEAT
And as an Apostle or even a pastor today you have to expect to go it alone most of the time, it is not a popular calling and it is not glamorous.
Those who make it seem flashy or glamorous are often charlatans and greedy men.
Because truth and grace have to become the majority of a pastor’s ministry.

It is a lot of grinding it out studying and preparing, gathering knowledge and staying within the boundaries of truth and the guidance of God the HS.

This is why TLJC called out the Pharisees and Scribes and Sadducees, because truth is one of the main pillars for the work of a Christian leader;
/The religious crowd will always make an issue out of the washing of the hands (rituals, outward) yet the true spiritual growth comes from deep within a person’s soul structure; Thoughts, motivation, knowledge, application and above all the filling power of God the Holy Spirit.\
And if you notice TLJC dealt with them firmly yet in grace…HE often used the technique of answering an arrogant question with a spiritual question;
/Mat 15:3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?
Jesus was now about to ask, what’s the big deal about dirty hands when I know what you do to deceive others in the temple with your dirty hands?\
TLJC is calling them out on a practice of greed we will note next lesson, a tricky little game they played with sacrifices and gifts given in the temple.

We will elaborate on that next lesson.

/Grace and truth flow together like a mountain top that feeds a river. They are inseparable once you study and learn to apply them. It does not mean you show weakness at every turn, allowing people to blatantly attack you. It means you have an inner power from grace and truth to deal with pressure & adversity in a fashion that will leave many speechless and others curious as to what you have that they do not.\

That is when you are striving at a higher level of spiritual maturity than others not in a prideful sense, just a matter of fact statement of truth.
Christians do this when challenges arise about what they believe and they give calm, solid answers and put questions right back on the Unbel as to why they believe what they do and let them explain themselves.
That is a great system to use…why is it only the Christian and what they believe needs to be put under the microscope?

/The legalistic crowd that focuses on the outward are the same ones who have never had their inner soul regenerated. Therefore, their skewed ideas of spirituality or what a spiritual mature Bel does or should look like are never accurate. Arrogance has a blinding effect upon the soul structure.\






