James #139
Do not love with words alone.

We can open up in 1John chapter three today RF.

Our final look at the first chapter of James will touch on this one important aspect of spiritual growth that Pastor James is teaching about;
/Jam 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

To be a Believer who is advancing toward maturity means they are learning proper application, their fruit is surfacing. \
What James is highlighting being the fact that many Bels talk the talk, yet do not walk the walk. They have a form of religious behaviors or rituals they think is pleasing in the sight of GOD.

/A large portion of the Christian community stall out after salvation. They find a pattern or system that fits their lifestyle and get comfortable within it and they convince themselves they are pleasing GOD. They convince themselves they are spiritual and godly. Legalism is easily born from this as well as the opposite lifestyle – using grace as a license to live in the flesh.\  
This is why evaluating your spiritual walk every so often is truly invaluable. 

The Christian life is built by forward motion within three stages of our temporal walk here on earth. 
/There are three stages within our walk of Christianity – first is salvation and the beginning stage of spiritual awakening. Second is growth which leads us toward maturity. Third is reaching into maturity where we have real impact in the devil’s world. 

2Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now  and to the day of eternity. Amen.\
Within 2Peter 3:18 is where we should spend most of our walk. In fact, it is the only avenue that will eventually push a Bel into having real impact in the angelic conflict. 
After salvation your main focus is always on a 2Peter 3:18 type of lifestyle. 
The Apostle Paul warned about becoming stagnant and distracted after salvation.
/Gal 6:9 Let’s not become discouraged in doing good, for in due time we will reap, if we do not become weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let’s do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.\
This is what Pastor James was teaching his congregation – we have to have a serious relationship with GOD. 
One that will push us into growth and we have a life that brings forth results, not works of the flesh and self-justification revolving around appearing godly and good.  
/1Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. So they do it to obtain a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.\
God has always looked at the heart, what matters is your relationship with God and the direction it is going in.

People make an issue out of buildings, denominations, rituals and following commands. Yet GOD wants you to grow into Spiritual Maturity and have a powerful impact in this life.
This has always been the desire of God the Father.
/Isa 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Stop doing evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor, Obtain justice for the orphan, Plead for the widow’s case.

First, we must be filled by God the HS and have the WORD saturated and motivating our soul. Then we are mature enough to focus on OTHERS!\

The Apostle John wrote these letters after he had finished up his gospel and before he was sentenced to exile on the Island of Patmos.
Probably written from the church at Ephesus between 91 and 93 A.D. 
There was a strong emphasis on all Believers reading these letters, so it is very much a circular set of teachings and it was because the Gnostics were making strides all over the place. 
They were spreading their teachings and confusing some of the followers of Christ. 
It was only a few short years before the mixing and matching of principles of the Judaizers and the Gnostics would blend together into the 2nd century and really begin to gain a strong following. 
That is the background of these letters.
So, there is a strong emphasis on waking the early church up, to the lies and counterfeits that were gaining greater momentum. 
The Apostle John was warning of the false teachers…the false brethren.
John is in fact, making it apparent there are seeds of Satan or tares among the wheat that may be among us.

1Jhn 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother and sister.
/To practice righteousness speaks to a life led by Christ, it is not sinless perfection but it tells us the accuracy of the WORD is important. Starting with the gospel – there is only one way to be born again and saved, one way to have the righteousness of Christ in us (In Union). It becomes evident because we can have impersonal, unconditional, divine virtue love -  agapaō, a life (present tense) reflecting our LORD.\
AG-AH-POT-O is the verb written in a present tense which points us to having Christ active in our life, especially toward the brethren. Meaning at some point our lifestyle should be reflecting the life of Jesus. 
A lot of this chapter is pointing out a lifestyle of a serious Bel.
God is not impressed by what you do in your flesh – if you are not truly reflecting the nature of Christ then it will be wood, hay and stubble at the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ.
                               REPEAT
/This love is something that will come forth in your life because it is the very nature of TLJC, it may be slow moving depending upon your growth, yet it should become evident. This Virtue Love found in Jesus Christ fulfills all commands and the Law, it stabilizes life and relationships, as well as being a foundation to real problem solving.\
1Jo 3:11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we are to love one another;
The command our LORD preached in HIS ministry and really emphasized at the last supper. HIS final teaching before the Garden of Gethsemane, starting in the gospel of John 13, was about having this love.
AGAPE’ love was on full display for 3 years within HIS earthly ministry. 
/1Jo 3:12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And for what reason did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.

Cain was an Unbel, he had a desire for self, a desire to create his own agenda, to be his own god. That is the spirit of the world and of Satan.\  
The pride, arrogance, jealousy and self-righteousness in Cain are part of a satanic spirit. 
Many scholars believe Cain used a sacrificial knife (bone), which was designed for slaughtering animals for the sacrifice to GOD, when he killed his brother Abel.
They believe Cain sacrificed his own brother in rebellion toward GOD and acceptance to Satan. Abel being the first human sacrifice may well be a historic fact.
                               REPEAT
/1Jo 3:13 Do not be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.

The distinction is being highlighted that the cosmic system and those entrenched within it (Unbel), are a TYPE of Cain. The Bel is a TYPE of Abel, therefore, never be shocked at the attacks and hatred leveled at true Christians.\ 
The world is increasingly corrupt since the fall in the original garden – it is built on ideologies opposed to the plan of GOD.
This is why we can never be in shock at what the devil’s world will do to destroy true Christianity. 
One avenue of success that Satan has found is in religion.
The labyrinth of denominations and spiritual beliefs all focused on minimizing the person and work of Jesus Christ. All the confusing angles to find spirituality or entrance to heaven – when it is ONE narrow gate, one way – through TLJC.
Just as there is one avenue into SM which means having a godly life – that is the consistent power of God the HS and the WORD washing over your soul, no other way into true spirituality and a godly life. 
                        REPEAT
/1Jo 3:14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers and sisters. The one who does not love remains in death.

Believers have passed from the death of the flesh which ends in spiritual death into the life of Christ – eternal life. In doing this we walk in manner that is no longer dead but spiritually alive!\ 
Those who walk in death are walking in the OSN – they are either Unbels or Bels with no spiritual growth. Because to walk in death is symbolism of the flesh, it means we are not walking in our new nature.
The natural world would say we walk from life into death – not in the plan of GOD!
/1Jhn 3:14 – we have passed (metabainō) per, act, ind;
It was completed in the past and done perfectly once and for all time, we have passed from the death of the OSN which is spiritual death and now we have eternal life. We surrendered to the person and work of Christ which has already secured all of us! We passed from one place of dwelling into the eternal one.\ 
MET-AH-BIN-OH, this verb is written in the perfect tense, active voice and indictive mood. It means it was done once and will last forever, because we gave ourselves over to the perfect, finished work of Christ.
The indictive mood tells us this is a fact which is done and written in stone. 
This actually points us to our position in Christ. Yet a Bel can walk in a daily condition of death even though they have a permanent position in eternal life. 

1Jo 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. (abiding) 

A Christian with a spirit of deep anger and venom for other people is a Christian with a destiny with discipline at some point.
Just as the Christian who harbors hatred for another Believer is considered a murderer inside the plan of God.
This is the words of Jesus Christ, not Pastor Rick;
/Mat 5:22 “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be answerable to the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be answerable to the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.\
If you live a lifestyle of hate and bitterness toward another Believer you are living a life of a murderer, you may not be a Christian. Jesus told us this type of Bel is guilty enough to face the fires of hell.

/The Apostle John is teaching how to recognize a Believer walking in their union with Christ. Yet death, darkness and even the sin of murder can be present in the life of a Bel who is in apostasy. 1Jhn 3:15 – is speaking about eternal life abiding in them – fellowship, this is similar to John 15:4-6, there is no fruit for those who do not ABIDE in HIM.\
The word abiding is MENO – to make a home and find a lifestyle inside of something.
1Jo 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters.
This also points us to the root of the lesson Pastor James introduced toward the end of James chapter one.
Many Bels are walking in a form of death not their position of eternal life. Here is how we can recognize a Christian who has kept forward progress in God’s plan.

How we treat others is a great indication on where we are in our personal journey with GOD. Especially the Royal Family of God which John is emphasizing in this teaching – don’t miss that focus on the brethren.  
                            REPEAT
/1Jhn 3:17 But whoever has worldly goods and sees his brother or sister in need, and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God remain in him? 

One of the key signs of maturity within your spiritual walk, will be how you treat others and what you do with your time, talent and treasure.\ 
This type of teaching gets some Bels fired up – they will claim you are after their pocketbook or trying to force them into a works program.
The fact is, this is the exact teaching of TLJC and the apostles, so your anger should be directed toward them.
I would also tell you if you get upset by hearing this, you need to reassess your spiritual walk. 
/1Jhn 3:18 Little children, let’s not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

There comes a point in your walk with God where application and the fruit of the Spirit should become evident. When this is lacking there is often a lack of real commitment and love toward Christ.\ 
1Jhn 3:19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will set our heart at ease before Him,

/The job of a missionary is to travel outward and bring the gospel and physical assistance to those in need.
The job of an Evangelist is to focus on the accuracy of the gospel of Jesus Christ and preach it as far and wide as they can go.
The job of a pastor-teacher is to study and teach and then study and teach and study and teach…\

/The job of the growing Christian is to study and grow, support the teaching of truth and promote the gospel of Christ. They are to grow into maturity and allow their lives to touch others around them. God will bring ministries and opportunities to help others and bring others toward truth into their path – HE will not force them into anything. Their impact in time, will fall squarely upon their own decisions and actions.\ 
In the end it will be our own responsibility and accountability. It will not fall on your friends, not your spouse, not your pastor and certainly not GOD.
