Mat 196
Put on the New Nature

We will open in Colossians chapter 3 today.

It becomes very important to understand the background of the book of Colossians because it will set the tone for what we are going to touch on today.

This was written when Paul was imprisoned for two negative decisions and putting himself outside the plan of God.
There were four books written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome the first time: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. 
/The Apostle Paul wound up in prison in Rome as a part of his discipline for ignoring the grace principles the Lord had commissioned him to teach and live in. He went in the opposite direction that he was called to go. Out of emotional attachment, Paul went to Jerusalem. Following the instruction of men, he took a vow thinking it would bring him closer to the people there so he could teach and develop a ministry.\ 
This was not his calling at this time.
And though Paul was motivated to evangelize and that is a good thing, it was not his calling and certainly any type of human viewpoint and vow nullifies the grace of God.
First off he was not called to that area. Secondly, Paul did not need a legalistic action to preach Christ crucified. This was human viewpoint, the offering of a vow was totally incompatible with the Christian way of life. 

After salvation, spiritual growth demands action & positive decisions but it does not demand offering vows or human works programs and human viewpoint of any kind. 
It also demands doing the right thing in the right way and being sensitive to where God wants to use you and when!
                       REPEAT
So, the apostle Paul was reaping some misery from his failure as sin always brings us after it is finished with us. However, cursing was turned to blessing. Paul would rebound back into the plan of God and what you can note in this letter is the need to wash ourselves clean and make a conscious decision to get back in the plan of God.

The letters were addressed to the Bels in Colossae and Laodicea which was the neighboring city. 

Col 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Because the Bel is union with Christ positionally they are already seated at the right hand of God the Father.

Paul is reminding them that your MA needs to be on the spiritual, not the temporal world around you.
/Col 3:2 Set your mind (phroneō) on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
The reference to things above in verse 1 & 2 is Christ (the Word). This term; phroneō - is in the present tense meaning continually thinking and having interest in the word of God.\
(FRON-NAH-OH) that which is deep within your soul structure and continues to circulate and stay positive, meaning forward motion.
Col 3:3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
You OSN was nailed to that cross at calvary and your old life is dead do not keep trying to resurrect that old nature and live in it. 
Again, your position in Christ puts you in eternal security in that new heavenly body already. We can live in that right now in time, obviously not in that perfect body just yet, but in our mind and lifestyle reflect our position in Christ. 
Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
This has a future tense and gives us a duel meaning that points us to our future wedding that happens after the Rapture of the church. 
But also, the Millennial reign of Christ we come back in glory and leadership roles for that 2nd Advent. 
/Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
Paul writes this as a warning that Bels are capable of living in the OSN.\

This area which is located in and around what we call modern day Turkey, was rich with idol worship and the phallic cult movement as well.
Col 3:6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience,
This term - sons of disobedience in the Greek, is almost always pointing us to Unbels. There is no other definition that fits this term just like sons of wrath.
I know Unbels think this is an attack and that you can be an good Unbel and not be an enemy of the Cross of Christ but I can’t find that in scripture…so sorry!
Col 3:7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.
/Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.\
The way it is written in the original Greek means like putting off a piece of clothing…similar to taking off a shirt.
There is something the Bel needs to do.
Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,
Again, it speaks to disrobing and removing something, it is an action of consciously taking something off and laying it to the side. 
/Col 3:10 and have put on the new self (neos) who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—\
NAH-US means new self or younger self or even a new born baby. BORN AGAIN nature. 
The New Nature is the one powered by the filling of God the HS and can have a new spiritual I.Q. it is waiting to be renewed and refreshed by the mind of Christ. 
Col 3:11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.

Verse 10 & 11 are in that Greek present tense meaning habitually over and over again. 
Your background and culture and race or gender do not matter in this NEW NATURE, you have unlimited options for divine wisdom, but the choice is yours.
/Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;\

PUT ON - is the calling repeatedly as Paul brings this principle to light.
How does a Bel put on a heart of compassion and kindness & patience?
Nothing can ever be done in the flesh because it can-not stand in the justice system of heaven. So, this heart we put on is a new nature which we are given at the moment of salvation.

Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
/Col 3:14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
Agape’- this love is impersonal, unconditional it means it is generous beyond human effort or understanding.\
This is a spiritual love that supersedes emotions and physical affection or human efforts. And you again are told to put it on in the same fashion as we put on clothing. 
Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
/Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.\
This also tells us we can reject the word of God which means a Bel can be negative or positive in the plan of God.
Positive has us filled with a supernatural power by putting on a new nature and negative pushes us backward into the old nature of our dead flesh. 
Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Meaning whatever you do in action, words and deeds do so in this nature of TLJC. 
A Bel can work from the new nature or the OSN but there is no middle ground. 

The doctrine of the old sin nature is a real circumstance and doctrine within the scriptures.
The OSN is the source of spiritual death, Rom 5:12; Eph 2:1.
/Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—
Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,\

The OSN is perpetuated in the human race through physical birth, Psalm 51:5; 1 Tim. 2:13,14 along with several other scriptures tells us this fact.
/Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
1Tim 2:13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.\
The man being head of household was held liable therefore this is why you hear many pastors teach that Adam passes down the OSN in his DNA. 
Every child born comes from the sperm of a male so that is where the OSN lies.

Turn to 1Corinthian chapter 3 please.
No one escapes the OSN.
Jesus being uniquely born had no OSN as the second Adam…both the first and second Adam were born in perfection. 
The Bel continues to have an old sin nature after salvation, 1 John 1:8; 1 Cor. 3:1 tells us that.

In 1John we have a letter written to Bels who were being led astray by the teaching of the Gnostics which was similar to those at the Colossian church that Paul addressed. 
/1Jhn 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.\
John is teaching Bels (WE) about the spiritual life and to avoid the new teaching infiltrating the church. 

/1Cor 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,\
This is written to born again Bels who are living in the flesh, their emotions are their boss that is what controls them.
/1Co 3:3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?
Meaning you can walk like spiritual men or women.\ 
Signs and symbols of the OSN in full control surface in such behaviors as jealousy, anger, strife… disrespect for authority or sins of the tongue and lust patterns erupting. 

In Romans chapter 7 we see Paul write down the effects of the OSN and his own struggles with it.

This is not written to address someone else’s struggle, Paul is using his own life and struggles as a teaching tool.

/Rom 7:15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.\
Keep in mind Paul is about 20 years into his ministry when he writes this!
Though some legalistic pastors will tell you Paul is just trying to explain sin and that you don’t have any struggle with the sin nature and that confessing sin as a mature Bel is no longer needed, it is a lie!

Or even worse that Paul walked in sinless perfection at some point is even the greater deception. The Apostle Paul goes on to say;
/Rom 7:16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.\

Meaning God’s standards, God’s laws are above anything I can do on my own I need the grace and power of God in my life. God’s word is perfect therefore I need a perfect power source to walk in it! 
Then Paul comes to the greatest conclusion we all need to come too;
/Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.\

There is no way a pastor or Bel can ignore the battle of the flesh we all face, it is in the writings throughout the Bible from the woman in the garden through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David right into the life of Peter and Paul.
This is the same OSN lesson the Apostle Paul taught to the Galatians a few years earlier before he wrote that chapter of Romans.
/Gal 5:17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.\
Why would there be scripture after scripture teaching us the difference between the two natures if it was not important for our spiritual walk?

Isn’t it a relief to understand that part of the spiritual battle we are called to fight is this Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde we all have dwelling within us…that we are spiritually bi-polar on some level?
I think it is the height of legalism and actual cruelty to not teach this properly because then Bels struggle day in and day out with weak areas and certain sins that tangle them up.        REPEAT

This is why we see TLJC is calling out the Scribes and Pharisees like He did in scriptures such as Matthew chapter 15 which we have been noting.

Look what Paul tells those Galatians just before verse 17;
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
This is teaching Bels they can either walk by the old nature or by their new nature, we have a free will choice.\
Turn to Ephesians chapter 4 as we close.
While you do I want you to think about something.
Think about the formula for salvation because it never changes even for operating in the grace, mercy and freedom after salvation.

/Col 2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,

You received Christ through grace. All you did was acknowledge you were a sinner, in need of a savior and you looked to the only ONE who can save you.\
Your spiritual walk works in that same grace-based formula. You acknowledge your sins and look to the only one who can guide you & protect you. 
You know it is all from God nothing from self.
                REPEAT
In fact, Paul uses the same terminology here in Ephesians chapter 4;

Eph 4:20 But you did not learn Christ in this way,
How did you come to know TLJC? 
You recognized a need for HIM and turned to Him.
/Eph 4:21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,
This is a first-class condition – if indeed - I know you have heard Him\
Paul is clarifying - I know you are Bels who have heard the truth of Christ and what this spiritual life is designed for.
 IF - and I know you have come to know Christ and His mind.
/Eph 4:22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,\
Laying aside is the action of the Bel.

Guess what…your OSN gets worse over time not better!
It is the work upon that Cross at Calvary and the righteousness of Christ that is available… we simply need that positive affirmation from deep within the soul that agrees with the plan of God for our lives.
/Eph 4:23 and that you be renewed (ananeoō) in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
This is an iterative present tense, which is repetition, like hammering a nail over and over until it is sunk into the surface.\
ANN-AH-NAH-OH – it is where we get our English term – let me reiterate; which means to repeat something.
Therefore, it is the present tense of repeated action and it indicates the fact that you just don’t take in BD and get filled with the HS once or once in a while but it has to be a continuous. Consistency is the concept behind this statement Paul makes.
/Renewed - Consistent intake of Bible doctrine under the filling power of the God the Holy Spirit is in view. Then we have; the new self - kainos  anthrōpos, meaning new or fresh, of a new kind,   being or a created creature.\  
(KIND-US   ANTHRO-PAS) A new creature or new being under the full authority of God and power of the Spirit, a being that has the essence of Jesus Christ within it. 

This is what should be deep within the soul, this is what TLJC was teaching in Matthew chapter 15.
That which comes out of your soul shows who has authority over that person.

/God has made it clear since the Garden that free will plays a role in the creation of His creatures. Knowing that aspect of God’s nature and plan we then have to accept that after salvation free will decisions still have great impact inside His plan. This means that a Bel is free to live inside or outside the plan of God and walk in the old or new nature at any given time.\ 

There are those who debate this fact about free will and even those who teach once we are saved we really don’t sin or that God doesn’t recognize sin for the Bel anymore so no need for naming & citing sin and that the filling power of God the HS is constant no matter what.

Just like there are some that teach we have to be responsible and work hard to keep ourselves pure and make sure the world is pure for the 2nd Advent of Christ.

I don’t waste time and breath arguing about these opinions.
I simply do what I am doing now and allow the scriptures and God the HS to speak to the truth of what I believe.

That is all a pastor does, dig up the truth, work hard at presenting it to the best of his ability and make sure it is from God the HS not personal opinion or cosmic viewpoint…the rest is up to the Bel which means you take your free will and do with it what you feel led to do. 







