James #166
The Bema Seat Judgment of Christ

Let us open back up in Galatians chapter five and finish that off where we left off.

The congregation at Galatia had fallen for the lies of the Judaizers. They were attempting to solidify their salvation and gain more righteousness by following aspects of the Mosaic Law. 

/Gal 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Pres, act, imp – keep standing firm, keep walking in this freedom. We are responsible for our own walk, this is an imperative command.\ 
Gal 5:2 Look! I, Paul, tell you that if you have yourselves circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
Notice how serious Paul is in this statement, it’s as if he is shouting it.

Christ will be of no benefit to you…a very serious statement. 
We nullify the work of Christ when we add to it or take from it.
The Apostle Paul teaches the same principle we noted in James 2;
/Gal 5:3 And I testify again to every man who has himself circumcised, that he is obligated to keep the whole Law.

Jam 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one  point, has become guilty of all.  \
We know that some of the men probably had been circumcised so as to gain favor with God or perhaps to secure their salvation. 
Which all of that is a lie from the pit of hell.
Many Christians today work to keep their salvation, or work and add something into their spiritual walk to get closer to God.
This is why the Apostle Paul uses this harsh language to wake them up.
/Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by the Law; you have fallen from grace.

You are justified at the moment of faith in Christ. When we seek to gain further justification and find greater righteousness in any LAW, or ritual, you are pushing yourself away from the grace plan of God.\ 
Self-righteous, religious Bels often kick against the grace of God. 
It is a stumbling block for them, when it was designed to work in their favor.
Gal 5:5 For we, through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

Through FAITH and the HS working within us…notice that! 
We await the blessed hope of a resurrected life…a rapture to be face to face with our LORD.
/The Apostle Paul is speaking upon the ultimate sanctification; in resurrected glory we will receive the fullness of our position in Christ. The hope of what is come – it is when positional truth we walk in, becomes the position of glory we live in for all of eternity. This is a reminder of the Rapture as well. (Titus 1:1 Tit 2:13, Tit 3:7, 1Cor 1:7, Phl 3:20-21, 2Tim 4:8…etc.)  \   
It does not matter if it is legalism and religious nonsense, or living in immortality. 
A Believer separates themselves from the grace of God in time, they walk in death instead of life. 

It is not as if God has ever abandoned any of HIS children, it is that we push away from our relationship with HIM.
They reject the grace gifts offered to them and instead choose friendship with the devil’s world. That all begins in our thoughts, deep in the soul.
                          REPEAT
God’s grace and mercy are always available…many Bels simply move away from it.
/Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

IN CHRIST is what matters, notice our faith works through Virtue Love, (the nature of Christ). True Virtue, or Godly love, is only found IN CHRIST.\
Gal 5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?
Sadly, that is a question I have for many Christians today, those who have been pulled away by lies and false doctrines.
Those who believed upon TLJC and ended up in a vicious and useless cycle of denominational dogma or emotional manipulation. 

The Bible does not teach us to believe upon TLJC and simply fall backward into the devil’s world, or worse… get wrapped up in false teaching.
/Rom 14:10 But as for you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you as well, why do you regard your brother or sister with contempt? For we will all appear before the judgment seat of God.

Jesus Christ is GOD; this is directed at Bels. We all face judgment in the end, for the Unbel it ends in the Lake of Fire. For the Bels there will be evaluations and consequences.\ 
Which sets us up for or next study;

/2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.\
Paul is speaking to Believers! 
Go over to 1Corinthians chapter 3 RF.

There is a vast difference between this and the great White Throne Judgement. 
The Great White Throne Judgment is written once in scripture, yet it is referenced many times throughout the bible.
It is very definitive as a final judgment and it is only related to Unbels and fallen angels and demons;
/Rev 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.\
This is the end of time as we know it.
It is written about after the end times wraps up at the end of the 1,000 yrs of Christ on earth. 
It is written about after a final rebellion when Satan and his army are released.
It is how eternity begins.
Eternity begins with this great white throne judgment. 
Read Rev chapter 20 and you see exactly how this will unfold.
/2Pet 3:7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

(2Pet 2:4, Act 17:31, Mat 25:41, Jude 1:6, Jhn 12:48, Ecc 12:14, Psa 9:7…etc.)\ 
This has nothing to do with Bels – if anything we will sit and witness this judicial event unfold. 
There are several scriptures that point us to a day of final judgment for a wicked world and those who reject the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Yet we can see distinctions between other scriptures pointing to a type of judgment for Believers.
                             REPEAT
Now in this section of 1Corinthians, we see the Apostle Paul is trying to wake up the congregation concerning his legitimate calling as an apostle and also the leader of this congregation.
They had been very disrespectful toward Paul at first.
They had shown very little respect for the authority of the Apostle Paul… among other issues they had.
The Apostle Paul starts the letter with a hard truth…they are fleshly, they are babes in the truth, not mature at all.

Many of the congregation members were enamored with a very attractive Christian speaker, really an evangelist named Apollos. 
Apollos was not at the level of a pastor-teacher at this point. He would later grow into that role. 
The fact is the apostles, held authority over all pastors and evangelists during the completion of the canon of scripture.

Just like today many Christians want a pastor or church leader that fills their own ideologies of a man of God.
Usually someone who tickles the ears, rarely challenges them to think and study. Someone who makes them feel good due to eloquent speech, or some type of pleasing personality. 
                           REPEAT
/1Cor 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.

Apollos was groomed under the students of the Apostle Paul; he was a good evangelist and public speaker which means he filled a role, yet was not the ordained leader for this congregation.\ 
He was there watering and edifying them not to take over the church. 

Many Christians today sit under evangelists and Christian public speakers, not solid pastor-teachers.
I see a lot of motivational speakers out there claiming to be pastor-teachers. 
There are roles and callings for different types of Christians leaders, yet real growth comes during a consistent study, under one ordained pastor-teacher. 
                             REPEAT
Apollos came through Ephesus and was an intelligent Bel, well-schooled in evangelism. 
In fact, Apostle Paul would have Titus take him under his wing later and train him to be a better teacher. 
That is in 1Cor chapter 16.
/1Co 3:7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.

God is responsible for the growth; HE will use the WORD accurately handled and the power of God the HS.\ 
A Believer can always supplement their own studies and growth by going back to basics, or even sitting under a Christian speaker or an evangelist. 

God will see to that growth and information is available for those who diligently seek HIM.
/1Co 3:8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward (misthos) according to his own labor (kopos).

The payment due for difficult labor. It is not recognized as a gift for nothing. Those who want to use grace as a blanket to hide apathy and irresponsibility fail miserably under this light of truth. \ 
MIS-TOSS, is a Greek term for payment of labor, or a gift given for effort, or for hard work. It is not just randomly given. 
KOP-US, is a Greek noun for very intense labor. Using your effort and strength to complete a difficult task. 
To claim that the Christian way of life after salvation is not a call into action is lie.
The bride awaiting the bridegroom, always makes herself ready and she awaits prepared.

The problem is within the source and power of the action. What is the source and power of your actions?
This again forces us to recognize a lifestyle of a relationship with GOD, under the two power options.
/I know this seems contrary to what many want to teach about grace, yet it is impossible to ignore the teaching on this subject matter. Salvation is an absolute grace gift never worked for or earned, never to be removed. Crowns, blessings and rewards are growth dependent. They are also given out of abundant grace because the means to receive them come from the source of the mind of Christ and power of the SPIRIT.\  
God does not have to reward anyone, not even Bels. 
HE could simply give them eternal life at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone and that would be abundant grace.
 We could be removed after salvation and it would be abundant grace…yet we are left here for an opportunity for certain blessings beyond salvation. 
                        REPEAT
1Co 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
Often times the people and plan of GOD are referenced in farming terms, because of growth and building terms because of construction. 
/Jhn 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.

Psa 118:22 A stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.\
Growth and construction, both take effort and nurturing, time, talent and treasure go into both of these. 
Building and growth are emphasized. 
1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each person must be careful how he builds on it.
To be careful on building atop of another man’s work, means not to destroy it, yet also not to knowingly steal from it.  
You never swoop into another man’s ministry and try to take from it. Whether it be congregation members, or the hard work they put into and now you claim as your own. 
                           REPEAT
Bels can outgrow a ministry, or they can have a pastor retire, or go home to be the with LORD and they move on.
Yet the new leader…the pastor, should never be manipulating people into anything nor should he take credit for another man’s work.
/1Co 3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

The foundation of BD has to be accurate and within the framework of the mind of Jesus Christ.\
 HE is the foundation; HE is the alpha and omega…it is HIS-STORY.

When a teacher comes up through good theology and a solid lineage, they do not have to re-invent the wheel. They should have a healthy respect for the men they sat under.
They do have to allow their own studies and personalities… and doctrinal voice to develop, they should not be a cookie cutter image of another man. 
/1Cor 3:12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each one’s work.\
Notice there is a day of judgment for the works or efforts of every Christian. 

