2Thess #24
The rise of the false prophet.

Let us open back up today in Matthew chapter 24, where our LORD gives a grand overview of historic events leading into the Great Tribulation and then the 7 years of Tribulation itself.


Mat 24 :8 “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pains.
Mat 24:9 “Then they will hand you over to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.
Mat 24:10 “And at that time many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another.
This will become very apparent in the end of the CA and it will escalate into the Tribulation period.

Mat 24:11 “And many false prophets will rise up and mislead many people.
This warning is repeated several times from our LORD.
Mat 24:12 “And because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will become cold.
Mat 24:13 “But the one who endures to the end is the one who will be saved.
Mat 24:14 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
There is no doubt from this point forward TLJC is pointing to the 7 years of Tribulation. 
Mat 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place—let the reader understand—

We just covered this from Daniel chapter 12 and in Revelation chapter 13 we can note the statue itself comes to life in a demonic supernatural fashion. 

Jump over to chapter 13 in the book of Revelation and we will read and absorb this through the eye gate and ear gate.

/The opening of Revelation chapter 13 gives a broad view of the buildup into a One World Beast system. It is in essence highlighting the coming antichrist who will hold authority in one form or another over ten nations – this is the future antichrist of the Tribulation. Chapter 13 references two beasts and in its context it points to a system of the beast.\
This section speaking of two beasts, it is not only showing us two demonic figures in the near future, it is very much hinting to a large system and set of nations and governing bodies that are under Satan’s authority.

/Rev 13:2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne, and great authority.

This is a reference to the vision of the great statue of the prophecy of Daniel 2 & 7. These were empires of great historic power. Pointing to a regathering of similar nations and leaders.\  
Then you can read the antichrist receives a death blow that he will recover from as a form of resurrection from the dead – to place him on the same scale of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This is one of the truly great deceptions and counterfeits that Satan will pull off.
 
Now this is believed to be all within the first 3 years of the Tribulation.
This chapter is not designed to show you every detail. 
It is again, large broad strokes with a focus on how the beast system.
Its description is of the system and the man on top of that system or governing and or military body. The chapter is how the system and man are developed, where it came from and how it gets its strength from Satan.
                            REPEAT
It does mention that at some point - probably the 3 ½ year mark that people are forced to make a choice for or against this beast and the whole beast system.
Now pick it up in verse 13 for our study;
/Rev 13:11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.

This has symbolism that points us to another system or even nation arising upward from the earth not just the sea. Two horns points to authority and the innocence of a lamb speaks to its appearance or beginnings of purity.\
Yet you see once it speaks and reaches maturity - it speaks on behalf of Satan.

It is a system or nation that will have a large platform and influence world-wide.
/There are several angles of theology behind this. Yet, once you understand it is incorporated into the beast system, you realize this is also highlighting a prophet or spiritual leader who emerges at some point speaking on behalf of Satan. Both beasts are under satanic possession, both point to a larger system (ideology) as well as someone who sits on top of each system which in turn is controlled by Satan.\
As I had already covered in my book – Discerning our Time, I believe this is a strong reference to America and the influence we have world-wide.
Lambs are born and remain without any horns for several years. 
As I believe – America is morphed right into the beast system and will be a large player in the end times system. Possibly even bringing forth the platform or authority if not the person, who will be the false prophet of the end times. 

You are entitled to be critical thinkers and come to some of your own conclusion on this. Yet I tell you, this is speaking about a system or nation, possibly both. 
More than likely having dual meanings.
That brings forth either the false prophet himself, or is instrumental in being the driving force behind the false prophet’s platform of power world-wide.  
               REPEAT
/Rev 13:12 He exercises (poieō) all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes (poieō) the earth and those who live on it worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.

A system or leader who brings something forth, one who is responsible to help create and promote an agenda.\
POY-AH-O, (used twice here) does not always connote a person but an action, it is a present tense, a verb, that means to bring forth an agenda to create or assist in bringing something to the forefront. 

This man is under the authority of Satan and appears as a spiritual leader in which his whole religious movement and power has great backing, enough weight behind it to captivate the majority of the world. 
This prophet or spiritual guru will at some point have very intimate contact with the first beast – the antichrist. 
/Rev 13:13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of the sky to the earth in the presence of people.

This is platform or pulpit which would demand worldly attention. It is alluding to miracles or powers only attributed to a god-like being.\
There may well be a period of time where miracle, signs and wonders come forth from this spiritual leader.
This will build his ministry and religious system into a crescendo. At some point he would back the antichrist and the two would promote similar agendas.
This spiritual leader – the false prophet, just like the antichrist may well be on the landscape today and we just haven’t seen his rise …yet!
  
What I can tell you is this will be the beginning of the unfolding of the unholy Trinity. This false prophet acts as a form of John the Baptist for the antichrist. 

He also will try his best, to draw attention away from Moses and Elijah (two witnesses) who appear at the 3 ½ year mark of the Tribulation.

/Rev 13:14 And he deceives those who live on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who live on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.

This is the Abomination of Desolation – the prophet within the One World religious system will proclaim the coming of GOD is upon us – the false messiah will be the antichrist. \
The statue which the false prophet seems to be responsible for will become a mandatory part of the worship system.

Rev 13:15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause all who do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.
This is definitely at the halfway point of the 7 years of Tribulation.

/The false prophet then performs a ritual miracle through the power of Satan and the statute comes to life. At this point (3 ½ years), there is going to be a demonic cleansing of those who reject what the false prophet is now teaching. There will be demonic presence in and around this statue that the false prophet may be in control of. Those inside this religious system will be exposed then killed if they refuse to worship Satan.\

Again, I remind you, all of this has very specific chronological order that seems to center around the half-way mark of the 7 years of tribulation. 
/Rev 13:16 And he causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the free and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads,

The false prophet is instrumental in establishing the mark of the beast at the 3 ½ years of Tribulation.\
Rev 13:17 and he decrees that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.

/Rev 13:18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.

Six is related to our flesh (humanity), the weakness of a created being in need of a perfect GOD – 7 relates to perfection, the day GOD rested (Sabbath) pointed to HIS power and grace that we need to find true peace and satisfaction.\    
I want to show you a few things in closing today – hopefully it won’t blow the top of your head off because it is pretty deep. 
Turn to the OT – Zechariah chapter 11 RF.

/The mark of the beast can be speculated upon in many realms. By all accounts, no matter what it consists of, it will be a defiant symbol of Satan elevating the creature over the Creator one last time in history. It appears to be physically attached to mankind on the right side of the body (arm/hand or head).\
Many have come up with analogies such as bar codes, computer chips and electronic types of tattoos. 

There is some teaching out there that it will be the six-pointed star of David.
 Which by the way, did not come from King David but from the reign of King Solomon. 
/In fact, the six-pointed star is seen in many satanic symbols from the time of the 14th century on. Which is exactly when it began being used for representing Israel and the Jewish culture. It is believed by some historians to originate from one of King Solomon’s many, foreign wives, who worshipped false gods and idols. It is also believed that a counterfeit Jewish cabal incorporated it into history under false pretenses. Never forget, Satan is the originator of the counterfeit! \
Be critical thinkers and do the research yourself, to see if I am just talking off the top of my head! 

In Zec chapter 11 we the prophecy about Judas Iscariot and the 30 pieces of silver – there is a warning for those Bels especially Israel who reject and turn from GOD. In fact, some of Chapter 11 points to a prophecy about when the Roman war machine would overthrow them in the future.
This points us toward a wicked leader at some point in the future who mistreats the flock of GOD. Many scholars teach this is the coming antichrist.

Zec 11:15 And the LORD said to me, “Take again for yourself the equipment of a foolish shepherd.
/Zec 11:16 “For behold, I am going to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for the perishing, seek the scattered, heal the broken, or provide for the one who is exhausted, but will devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hoofs.\
This speaks of a leader who is worshipped as the shepherd, yet his intention is evil and destruction of that flock.

He has great authority as a shepherd and yet he abuses that authority and tricks the sheep – his intention is to devour and destroy them. 
/Zec 11:17 “Woe to the worthless  shepherd Who abandons the flock! A sword will be on his arm And on his right eye! His arm will be totally  withered, And his right eye will be blind.”

This shepherd will be struck down and the marks of the shepherd will be like a scar on the right side of his arm and right eye. The withering arm - speaks to a loss of his power at some point.\

Those who follow after this shepherd may identify with him and these markings. Remember the antichrist is struck down and resurrected at some point!
/Original Hebrew  – Zech 11:17- kāhâ, kāhâ, kāhâ – His right eye shall be utterly darkened. 
Often used for a weakened state, a loss of power or a coward who gets exposed. Someone who no longer has strong insight or value. \
KAH-HI, written 3x - pointing to its imperative state of darkness or loss of insight. 
There is a powerful statement here within prophecy that a wicked shepherd will come forward.
It is also very telling that this shepherd will sustain a strike to his right side or right arm and eye which is a reference to the forehead. 
Just as true Bels have the righteousness of Christ – we identify with HIM. The followers of the antichrist will identify with Satan, and the mark of the beast will be very apparent! 

