Mat #45
Lust of the eyes

Mat 5:27 You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
Mat 5:29 “If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.
Mat 5:30 “If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.

The scribes and the Pharisees and the Sadducees had formed a religious system which had permeated the entire nation, a system of terrible self-righteousness. 
/Later on Jesus will condemn that system of self-righteousness but at this point He is not condemning the disciples who are the recipients of the Sermon on the Mount, He is explaining to them how self-righteousness begins & to avoid self-righteousness.\ 
Mat 5:27 You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 
We see the commandment…
But the lesson comes with a look at the mental attitude sins first….same as we saw in our study of… thou shalt not murder.

/Mat 5:28 but I say to you that everyone who looks (blepō) at a woman with lust (epithymeō) for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
blepō- to examine or contemplate deeply.
epithymeō- to have a longing desire, to seek intently after something forbidden.\
BLEAP-OH      EPI-THO-ME-EYE

Notice the use of the Greek words here because they both point to deep thought…this is not a casual glance which in the case of men…we all fall short.
Men are very visual and it is not uncommon for even a doctrinal man to notice a beautiful woman so don’t get carried away in this.
A quick glance or acknowledgment of an attractive person is not the issue…ladies you know you can acknowledge a well- dressed or attractive man as well.

This is would be abnormal for people to walk around completely oblivious of anyone or anything around us that catches our eyes…it is what we do with it at the moment of eye contact that counts!
 Everyone struggles with lust from time to time.
What is going on in the soul structure…the mind…what is our motivation?  TLJC is actually teaching on legalism…human good….deeds of the flesh.
Human good will be judged in the believer at the judgement seat of Christ after the rapture; human good will be judged in the unbeliever immediately at the end of the Millennium at the time of the last judgement. 

/Human good has yet to be judged but before it is judged it will form a system called religion. In fact the human good in the OSN often makes them very religious and very self-righteous.\
When a believer is controlled by his old sin nature he is exactly the same way, he performs human good and from this has self-righteousness and religion. Self-righteousness and human good come from the old sin nature.
/Jesus is using the Mosaic Law as a background to teach the disciples and to warn them with regard to self-righteousness. One of the greatest enemies of impact for Christ is the self-righteous believer.\
It is a terrible thing for a believer to be representing Jesus Christ and to be filled with this self-righteous system. The unbeliever rejects whatever is said by way of the gospel on the basis of a terrible phoney facade. 
Now in Matthew verse 29 & 30 we are dealing with the same circumstance and lesson.

/ Mat 5:29 “If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.\
On the surface this would seem like TLJC is telling us to mutilate our own bodies.
Right off the bat we know Jesus would never want us to do that. If you know God is love and mercy and forgiveness than this does not fall in line with the attributes of God.

The Apostle Paul addresses this exact problem…it is a MA sin that needs to be dealt with.

/1Cor 11:31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.\

If you pluck out your eye or cut off your arm you are judging yourself. Because sins like anger, lust or jealousy and idolatry lead us to a lifestyle of death or separation from God in time.

Not loss of salvation.

/The Bel who lives a lifestyle outside of the plan of God, no filling power of the Holy Spirit, no doctrine guiding them is living a life separated from God in TIME. Not a loss of eternal security!\
There is a shock element in this lesson that doesn’t always come across by simply reading the scripture but fully understanding the principles that TLJC was digging into.

/Mat 5:29-30 are a wake up for the new Apostles because Christ is teaching them evangelism in the form of recognizing human works and that which the Pharisees have established as outward forms of spirituality.\ 
Keep in mind the Mosaic Law is under review in this lesson and everything they have followed up to this point is being peeled back by the ONE who wrote the Laws and commandments. 
It is being revealed that what is in the soul is what makes the difference in the man…not works & deeds and following blind rituals. 

/The lesson that our Lord is opening up to His new leaders is a look at being ‘salt & light’ to the world (evangelize) under legalistic leadership that has built religious rituals on human good.\

These men would need a hard lesson to wake up those who were committed to Judaism. They would need to emphasize that spirituality starts with faith in Christ and it was not a works program.

To pluck out the eye or cut off the hand is pointing to the overt sin.

/To pluck out an eye or cut off a limb also was telling His followers that when we commit sins allowing the OSN to reign in our lives it is a form of soul mutilation. And that, if we live by laws & rituals without the substance or reality of them we are lost (Unbel).\
There is so much within these two scriptures that if you didn’t understand the whole lesson of the Sermon on the Mount and you ignored the scriptures leading up to verses 29-30 you could make a case for TLJC telling His followers to cut off parts of their body that they use to sin. 
Or that sins of lust or adultery will cause you to lose your salvation.

/The significance of the right eye and right hand should not go unnoticed. In the ancient world the seat of authority was on the right as was the blessing given by the right hand. Meaning this person is well aware and in a position of strength as they live a lifestyle of sin.\

These scriptures have more to do with Unbels than Bels…they highlight evangelizing legalistic Jews and the difficulty the Apostles will face very soon.
Much of the lesson the Lord is getting into is the transition of the CA and preparing these men for a lifestyle of being ostracized & rejected by even people they grew up with and family members. 

/Within these deep principles is a lesson that also points to cutting off those Unbels who will not accept the future gospel message and will only become a stumbling block for their mission of seeking and saving people.\ 

There becomes a time when we need to push away from those who continually reject the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We are told to not continue to walk in darkness and you have to get to a point in your spiritual walk that you realize some Unbels who are opposed to the truth of scripture are causing you to fall away from God.
/Num 16:21"Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them instantly."
You need spiritual discernment to realize when you have given enough doctrine & time to an Unbel.\

Look what Apostle Paul told to the church at Corinth. 
2Cor 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?
Jump down to verse 17
/2Cor 6:17 "Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. "AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you.\

The Apostles would face a whole new world very soon and the Lord was preparing them for what was to come!

They would be rejected like no other time in their lives.
/Luke 6:22 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.\

Mat 5:29-30 then is much deeper and more complex than a quick surface read would imply.

Let’s finish with important principles that surround these two scriptures.

/Mat 5:29-30 would be a shock or jolt that Christ would use to teach His new leaders that the legalism they had been now made aware of that surrounded the rituals of the Law would need ferocious truth to penetrate that culture.\

There are portions of Matthew chapter 5 where the Lord is teaching hard lessons TLJC is waking up a group of Jewish fishermen and common men to the fact that change in the strict tradition and rituals they have been involved with since childhood was about to change. 
REPEAT  
/There is also the message that when we judge ourselves rightly, acknowledging sin and adjusting to the justice of God we are removing ourselves from future pain & misery.\
There is a form of self-mutilation when we continue in a lifestyle of sin after we are born again and saved…it is self- induced soul damage.
/There is a challenge in these two scriptures that the Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees would be in need of shocking revelation and impactful truth to help move them away from human good.\
ELABORATE
[bookmark: _GoBack]/There is also the warning of learning when to remove the negative Unbel’s from our lives after we have given the Gospel and repeatedly attempted to rescue them from the cosmic lifestyle.\



