2Thess #2
God offers HIS grace plan to a lost and dying world.

Please keep Luke in our prayers. Also, my nieces’ due date is the 15th not the 5th so please keep that in prayer, I thought it was this week, not yet!

Open in 2Thess chapter one RF.
This will be the first in a series on God’s grace plan that is a subject matter we can never afford to lose sight of.
It is a core doctrine and principle that all CA Bels need to repeat and consistently remind themselves of during their temporal walk here on earth.
2Thess 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
As I mentioned last lesson the Apostle Paul had trusted men of GOD who he travelled with and allowed intimate fellowship with.

The counterfeit letter and false teachers had infiltrated this new group of Bels.
You as a serious Bels have to investigate who you allow into your inner circle.
Even more so, investigate the spirit that is coming from the pulpit you sit under! 

Don’t assume because a large crowd is following someone or some style of teaching and because it seems popular - that it is legit.

There is an element of smoke and mirrors in many churches and spiritual teachings that you have to wake up to, or you will be a confused Bel. 
The church is really called – ekklēsia, in the original Greek it means those who have been called out, those who gather for GOD under the power of God the HS.
It doesn’t mean a denomination nor does it mean a huge building, it simply means a gathering or group of positive, like-minded people… in this cases Bels.
Like the Lord said in Matthew 18:20 – where two or more are gathered in my NAME, I am in their midst. 
/2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. \
2Th 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.
2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.

Among the assemblies or among the ministries, is probably a better definition. These churches- plural, were mostly home gatherings of positive Bels. Sometimes just a few dozen serious students of the word.

Its wonderful if a church can develop into a large congregation – but, it is not at all necessary. 
There are times a large church can become a distraction, it takes a great amount of humility and restraint for leadership with a large church. 
/The substance of a church is the WORD being taught. If the congregation is being fed accurate doctrine, from a prepared and ordained pastor-teacher, then you are gathering for a distinct, spiritual purpose. The music ministry, prep school or outreach programs are all just window dressing if the WORD is not handled properly. Other programs outside of the teaching of the WORD, that grow from Bels who have callings to these ministries, have great impact. Yet they grow outward from accurate teaching first.\
The pastor-teacher is called to study and teach and study and teach.
 Eventually those who grow under proper motivation take on these types of ministries, not the pastor-teacher. 

This also points to our new series we begin today – God’s grace plan.
In HIS grace plan, God makes sure accurate BD is available. Yet HE leaves it up to your own free will to make choices and seek out a relationship with HIM.

/Our freedom of thought and choice is a grace gift but it comes with great responsibility, freedom is never free, nor is it easy to maintain. True freedom always takes responsible people with guidelines, laws and discipline to gain and maintain. Real freedom comes at a cost! \
This is only because we live in a flawed system, a world which mankind handed over to Satan and his fallen army.

The fact is the Unbeliever who refuses to turn toward the justice system of GOD and acknowledge the Cross of Christ, is in essence, refusing God’s grace plan.
You have to take divine institution number one – free will and do something with it!
God does not enjoy violating free will and it is very rare that HE has to violate our personal freedom. When HE does, what we see in scripture, is usually God’s overriding will in action.

Because the circumstances touched beyond just the negative person’s life. Therefore, GOD had to calculate a maneuver that would override one person’s negative decision for the greater good of others and HIS plan.
                         REPEAT
/Grace depends on who and what God is, never who and what we are. Therefore, grace is what God can do for HIS children and be consistent with His own essence. This is the concept of propitiation and positional truth. The only way to be saved is to believe upon Jesus Christ, not by doing something. The principle: Faith is totally non-meritorious (free will), it is a moment of positivity toward TLJC.\
The fact the God the HS was working in common grace to get your attention and make the gospel understandable is all grace – you didn’t earn that or deserve it.
God the HS works even while we are enemies of the Cross of Christ. Jesus Christ died for those who nailed HIM to the cross and laughed at HIS physical death. 
Jesus died for the people that you know who scoff at Christianity…that’s grace in action.
Turn to Hebrews chapter one RF.

/Once you are born into the family of God HIS grace plan unfolds without restraint. The Unbel rejects truth (Christ) therefore there is limited grace available. Grace is a free gift but anyone can reject the Giver and the gift at any point, it is then that grace is restrained. That is not an indictment on the GIVER or the free gift, it is an indictment upon the one who rejects. Bel or Unbel when we reject the power and plan of GOD the consequence is upon us, not fault finding toward the GIVER – GOD.\
 There is no sure author of the book of Hebrews. There is great debate about it being a disciple or teacher trained under the ministry of the Apostle Paul.

I still lean toward Dr. Luke and Paul working together on this book, I guess we will find out in heaven – remember its not the man it is the message.
The message in this section of Hebrews is the reminder of God’s grace plan and the person and work of TLJC as the only one who could fulfill this plan.

/Heb 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions (polymerōs) and in many ways,

Seasons and times within dispensations. Portions of time to make up a whole.\
POLL-UM-LOOSE, comes from two Greek root words, basically meaning many portions of something, pieces of time or parts of greater whole.
Also, in many ways – polytropōs (POLUTE-TRA-PUS) many diverse ways or different circumstances.
Both of these Greek words are used here in Hebrews chapter one and not found in the exact manner anywhere else in NT. 
/Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom He also made the world.

The CA dispensation is the final phase and build up to the Tribulation. God’s grace plan has become flesh and fulfilled the work for us. \
God’s grace plan began in the Garden. Each time God offered grace, mankind eventually rejected by actions opposing the gift from GOD.
The example is the perfection of Adam and Eve in the Garden, that was rejected when the man and woman went independent from God’s grace plan. They stepped outside the perfect plan for their life. 
Every dispensation had seasons and times of grace and rebellion – a vicious cycle inserted by mankind’s free will.

/ For the rest of human history God reveals Himself through the incarnate Christ. The NT is the revelation of the incarnate Christ. The Old Testament: Jesus Christ was always revealed as God, and He took upon Himself the form of man, the form of angels, the form of burning bush, a cloud, the Shekinah glory, etc. Once Jesus Christ sat down at the right hand of the throne (session), the completed canon of scripture became the full revelation and solidified truth of Jesus Christ.\

Heb 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
This is clearly stating TLJC is GOD in the flesh.

The perfect plan of Grace, is that God in the form of the second person of the Triune God-head, became flesh and suffered the penalty on behalf of fallen man.
The grace plan called for TLJC to become lower than the angels HE created. To become vulnerable in a human body and pay the price owed in the justice system of God.
He had to become pure humanity to pay for our sins.
/The perfect grace plan not only resolves the angelic conflict; it resolves all rebellion and lies once and for all time. It is not only salvation for those who want the grace gift, it is the problem-solving response and solution for life in every aspect. Everything and everyone can find eternal truth, grace and mercy in The Lord Jesus Christ. \
HE left HIS perfect mind (BD) - for all answers and all strength we would need.
At what point did any human being earn or deserve all of this?

/Heb 1:3 – HE made purification of sins-
Katharismos, to purge or purify to a GODLY standard, a cleansing for expiation. Related to the Levitical temple washing or purification. This means it is pure in the sight of GOD. SIN is no longer a barrier between mankind and GOD, the only sin that remains is rejection of Christ as Lord and Savior.\ 
KATH-AH-REETH-MOS, this is a purge or a cleansing that means nothing was left behind that was not fully washed away or washed clean.

The Doctrine of Unlimited atonement. 
 
/Heb 1:4 having become so much better than the angels, to the extent that He has inherited a more excellent name than they.

The humanity of Christ through HIS resurrection became the first one to surpass angelic power and sit in authority once again at the throne.\
We are in union with Christ – our position at salvation sat us upon the throne with TLJC.

Because Jesus did that in HIS humanity we are sharing in that victory. 
Heb 1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON,
TODAY I HAVE FATHERED YOU”?
And again, “I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM
AND HE WILL BE A SON TO ME”?

You are now a Royal Family member, a child of GOD…you are in union with Christ forever. 

God’s grace plan points to the Triune God working a plan for fallen mankind so that we have the opportunity to be forever in union with Christ in heaven.
A Grace plan that tells us a one shot, positive decision toward the Cross of Jesus Christ, gives us eternal security in a position above and beyond angels in heavenly bliss forever. 

The one avenue we have to consistently walk down in our thoughts is remaining submissive to the power and plan of GOD.
We have to keep our flesh out of the way!
/In your temporal life, you have to be very alert so as not to attempt in helping God. We are called to adjust and agree with God, not assist HIM with our own ideologies and our own flesh. God’s grace plan was completed in eternity past and it is driven by HIS power and HIS divine authority – we need to adjust ourselves to HIS plan. We must learn to walk in agreement with the WORD for God’s grace plan to run its full course in its full authority within our life.\ 

The issue of grace is a very simple one: God does not need our help. 
So, the word which we have to be very alert about is the word “legalism.” 

/Legalism is man’s ability, man’s works intruding upon the plan of God. Legalism is man’s talent, man’s ability and human viewpoint. Anything that man adds into the plan of God, any energy of the flesh, is legalism. Right from the core doctrine of salvation, beware LEGALISM – adding something to the work of Christ! \

/The greatest grace gift that God can do for flawed mankind was to make him like His Son, Jesus Christ. Who is the only righteous one and only authority of the Church Age or any dispensation. Man is created to resolve the angelic conflict. The first man (Adam) lost it through his own free will and sin; Jesus Christ through His own sovereignty became a man (flesh & blood) and solved the whole problem.\
The Grace Plan of God the Father has three large steps within it that have sub categories under each. The 3 steps are as follows and need to be understood.
/Step one; God the HS works common grace first and then efficacious grace to assist a dead soul toward the gospel of Christ and into eternal security. The person and work of Christ is the complete structure of this first step of Grace. At the moment of faith alone in Christ alone a supernatural union occurred and your position was forever changed.\
No one earns or deserves this magnificent gift. Yet when we accept it our lives are eternally changed.
/Step two; The construction of the Edification Complex of the Soul becomes available to be built up toward SM. Through the filling power of God the HS and consistent intake of BD a Bel now has an opportunity to have the mind of Christ breathed into their soul structure. The WORD mixed with faith and the new nature active, will bring forth blessings, crowns and rewards both in time and eternity. The formula for this is the MIND of Christ.\ 

The study and accurate handling of the Mind of Christ is the only pathway toward maturity. 
/Step three; We have the body of Christ becoming the bride of Christ at the Rapture. All Believers share in everything Christ has and will have – Therefore, in resurrection bodies like Jesus Christ received, we become superior to all angels. God is going to do all of this, we are incapable of getting ourselves into heaven or in union with Christ. God does the work – we reap the benefit – that is GRACE! \
            

