2Thess #21
There is only one great Tribulation.

Open back up 2Thessalonians chapter one RF.
Let us read again through the scriptures pointing to the 2nd Advent of Christ.

As a reminder the Apostle Paul was dealing with a two-fold problem at Thessalonica – 
/The first issue was those who so easily accepted false teaching concerning the end times. Second was that some letters and men, had been circulating across the landscape appearing as legitimate. Men masquerading as teachers under the apostle’s authority. So now he was trying to repeat and reprimand at the same time, making sure accurate teaching and his authority became solidified going forward.\
What the Apostle Paul begins to do is give the big picture first and then he begins to give greater detail.

The big picture and the big question was, how the 2nd Advent will unfold.  
2Thes 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.
2Th 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
/2Th 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.\

The Apostle Paul points directly to the big picture of what the return of Christ on earth looks like.
2Th 1:9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
2Th 1:10 when He comes to be glorified among His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because our testimony to you was believed.

Go back into Matthew chapter 24 RF.

What we will have to do is go back over with greater details, some older lessons I have taught 3 years ago or longer.

This will be very helpful for those who have been with me the past 5 or 6 years and even some of the new members of the congregation.

We are probably going to spend the next few hours in Matthew chapter 24 – possibly 4 or 5 lessons, wherever GOD the HS leads me.

/The closing chapters of 2Thessalonians forces a Believer to grasp concepts of how the end times unfold. From the over-all picture into greater details, highlighting the chronological order of events. The Apostle Paul had to teach this because the confusion of false teaching and counterfeit letters led many at Thessalonica to believe the Tribulation was upon them or that perhaps Christ had already returned. This is exactly what we are seeing today -2023.\

There is going to be great deception about the end times going forward. It has been active before, but from what I believe, we are about to enter a time of great confusion on this subject matter. 

Confusion about core doctrines, especially end time events can push Bels to live a life of fear and get involved in false systems if spirituality. 
                       REPEAT
In the end of Matthew chapter 23 it lends itself right into chapter 24. TLJC had just called out the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees, calling them snakes and vipers.
In fact, I suggest you read chapter 23 to see our sweet and gentile LORD handled religion.
Jesus reminded them that the religious crowd killed the prophets and men of God in the past and they will be held accountable for their evil and lies.

Mat 24:1 Jesus left the temple area and was going on His way when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.
/Mat 24:2 But He responded and said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down.”

Jesus is waking HIS future teachers up to religious lies. Also that in the future all man-made systems of rulership and religion will fall under the power of HIS 2nd Advent.\
Mat 24:3 And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”
Now what we will note is the next several scriptures all point to the end of the CA before the Tribulation period.

Our LORD does what the Apostle Paul did in 2Thess chapter one – giving a definition of coming events in big broad strokes. 
Mat 24:4 And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you.
Jesus makes this statement because HE knows how Satan will have many counterfeits. Many pseudo forms of spirituality, as well as false teaching on end time events.

Jesus knew the end time build-up would bring a huge religious movement incorporated into the One World Order.
/Mat 24:5 “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will mislead many people.

Jesus begins with a present tense saying – many will come in MY name, they will continue to come, appearing to be from ME! In some cases, appearing as a type of a Messiah.\
TLJC is saying get used to this now – it is going to be happening going forward.

Then HE almost doubles down by the next part of the statement. 
/Mat 24:5 – they will mislead many people.  (future tense, active voice, indictive mood)

Planaō, not just mislead, but bring a delusion or trickery, a deception that appears real or truthful yet will be false.\
This comes from a root word for deception or illusion – you are led down the wrong path because it appears to be the right way.
The future tense in the indictive mood is saying this will happen and it has already begun…this is a strong statement of fact.
                             REPEAT
/The end of the Church Age will bring about many false teachings, Christians will be divided and large portions will follow religious lies. Organized religion, with large support and an impressive presence, across the geo-political landscape is very appealing to the majority – they feel safe and because, ‘everyone else is following it…it must be truth!’ - That becomes their ingrained attitude.\

You have to realize it is much easier to go along with the crowd and get along with everyone, then it is to stand out as a minority.
Mat 24:6 “And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.
Mat 24:7 “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.

/Mat 24:6 into verse 7 – Jesus is clearly stating, wars will break out, on top of that rumors of more wars will be common place. Conflict among nations will happen, there will be economic difficulties to the point of famine. Earthquakes and uprising or problems among nations and erratic weather patterns will become a part of the end times leading up to the Tribulation.\ 
Mat 24:8 “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pains. 

This is a build up to the Tribulation. Now there is some debate as to verse nine shows us a beginning to the Tribulation or verse 13.
Over the years I more inclined to believe these next few verses speak to a dual meaning of what will happen to the apostles and also how the nation of Israel itself will begin to be hated even more over the course of history.
                               REPEAT
One of the main reasons I believe this is because Jesus makes a very strong, definitive statement, about the GREAT TRIBULATION in verse twenty-one.

Also, all of the apostles, except John, were put through great persecution and death as they built the early church. 
In fact, John was tortured and sentenced to Patmos, a slave labor-island for the criminally insane.
/Mat 24:9 “Then they will hand you over to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.

They will hand you men (apostles) over to be persecuted, tortured and killed. The early church was hated by Romans and the Sanhedrin. The nation of Israel itself has faced adversity and persecution since its inception. The hate toward true Christianity is building right now! \
Jesus is speaking in a future tense.
Mat 24:10 “And at that time many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another.
Mat 24:11 “And many false prophets will rise up and mislead many people.

This is a repetitive set of warnings because the build-up to the Tribulation will be a time of great spiritual deception.
Before and during the Tribulation Jews and Christians will turn on one another because of the one world movement. 
 
/When the Tribulation begins there will be a large crusade or formation of a one world movement – government, banking and religion. This does not happen overnight it will need a stable foundation for it to take hold. The truth of Bible Doctrine and the gospel of Christ will need to be diminished a great deal for this to take firm hold worldwide. This is why leading into the Tribulation; real Christianity and the true Nation of Israel will become a heated target. \
Mat 24:12 “And because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will become cold.
/Mat 24:12 – lawlessness, is the Greek noun anomia. This points to wickedness, evil or illegal activity.
This will increase and a cold heart or lack of love (agape’), impersonal, unconditional, love (virtue & character) which is divine, will decrease or become cold.\
ANN-OH-ME-AH- means to be without law which really means they live outside of the truth. 
No Bible Doctrine to guide them.

Mankind left to his own OSN with the cosmic system involvement, bring forth more problems and it increases because of the counterfeits in Satan’s system. 

/The wickedness, lawlessness and cold-hearted attitudes increase as we approach the end times. The culprit is a lack of positive Bels applying the word of God. False teachers, cosmic distractions & lies will build to a crescendo until the Tribulation period arrives. The only shield to protect a family, state or nation is a large pivot of positive Bels that effect change everywhere.\ 

Mat 24:13 “But the one who endures to the end is the one who will be saved.
Mat 24:14 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
I believe, from my personal studies, this is pointing us to the Rapture of the church and the beginning of the Tribulation.
The word Tribulation is used in two fashions in the NT Greek - often times to mean troubles or pressure from the cosmic system.
Normal tribulation – then there is a great tribulation period, which points to the 7 years of tribulation in prophecy.

/Jhn 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

Tribulation simply points to trouble, adversity, this is a common battle we all will face – not the Great Tribulation which has never been seen before.\
The Greek word is -THIL-LEAP-SIS, it means pressure, affliction and adversity. 
We do not enter the TRIBULATION!

Remember some of these scriptures in closing today-
/1Thes 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore, comfort one another with these words.\
I don’t believe the Bible teaches any Bels will endure the wrath of GOD in the 7 years of Tribulation.
I don’t believe TLJC is an abusive husband and we the church, are HIS bride…never forget that!
/1Thes 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.\

The beginning teaching of the book of Revelation points to the Church age.
/Rev 3:10 Because you have kept MY word of perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of the testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who live on the earth. 11 ‘I am coming  quickly; hold firmly to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.\

/Rev 4:1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.”

The church is not mentioned during the prophecy of the Tribulation after chapter three.\

/1Cor 15:51 Behold, I am telling you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.\

/Jhn 14:1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s house are many rooms; if that were not so, I would have told you, because I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will take you to Myself, so that where I am, there you also will be.\

