Mat 203
We can fool others but never God



We are now going back into Matthew chapter 15 let us pick it up in verse 10 and read thru to verse 14 as we get back into our main study in Matthew.

Mat 15:10 After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, “Hear and understand.
/Mat 15:11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”\

Mat 15:12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”
Mat 15:13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.
Mat 15:14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”

Verse 11 took us on the series we just finished up where I felt led by God the HS to teach on what really should be going on inside the CA Bel soul.
Actually, whether it is OT or NT all Bels must have an intimate relationship with the Lord and that is of greater interest to God then any ritual or law.

What God is concerned about lays deep within the heart of all mankind. Because that is the place where we come to make our decisions and use our free will to begin to acknowledge and rely upon standards and accepting truth or rejecting it.
/The Bel who truly loves the Lord will be deeply interested in HIS mind, seeking a closer relationship as time goes by. Anyone who loves another will have an attitude of laying themselves down for that person, wanting to know what they expect or what they desire from the relationship.\
This is what it really comes down too.
You will naturally want to reflect TLJC and accept that union and power of God the HS because the relationship means so much to you.
Legalism focuses on self and rules as a means of spirituality. 
Mankind at this historic point had blended their relationship with God into rituals and rules and everything on the surface, they had lost what God truly wants from us – our heart!
This is what we always do when we are left to our own schemes…religion and rituals emerge every generation because we lose sight of intimacy with God.

TLJC is waking the Jews up to several principles and one is the CA mystery doctrine that is about to be ignited after HE goes to that Cross.

Very soon the Apostles with a man named Paul will be teaching the exact principles Jesus alerts the crowd too in Matthew chapter 15 v 11.

The core of those principles are; 
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
2Cor 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.\

TLJC is well aware that the Scribes and Pharisees had built a whole system based on human merit and ritualistic nonsense that had no substance behind it because it was a front…a show, nothing from the heart.
He was also aware of groups like the Sadducees who had built spiritual systems from secular knowledge and dependence on man-made government and science to try and blend into HIS teachings.

/Act 17:29“Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 
This is what human nature does with divine wisdom when it has no substance or true belief in the God of the universe.\
When a person has only a surface relationship with God, a false set of standards and truth begins to develop and they mold a religious system that is merit based, emotion based or a toxic blend of the two - emotions and human merit.              REPEAT

This unfortunately describes many denominations and large Christian movements as well. 
Some Bels live in this emotion and merit-based system and call it a relationship with God.

While many others are simply Unbels who are fooled into thinking they are doing something spiritual.

Turn to Hebrews chapter 12 with me RF.
/A calling for the shift in Old Testament rituals and the fulfillment of prophecy as well as Jewish laws & commandments is what Jesus began to teach. (Mat 15) There is a preparation wrapped in this lesson as much as there was admonishment for legalism and lies perpetuated by the current church leadership.\

Preparation for the coming shift in dispensations.
 TLJC during His earthly life is considered the chief corner stone because HE is pulling together the Jews & Gentiles as well as tying together all scripture from Genesis into Revelation. HIS life is the divine transition.

The earthly ministry and the whole human life of Jesus is called the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union or by some theologians the Christocentric Age. 
Either way it is the cornerstone and shift in history where we see prophecy and scripture come to life in the humanity of Christ. This is the transition period leading all the human race - past, present and future to recognize a new age as well as fulfillment of scripture.

Now the section of Hebrews chapter 12 we pick it up in speaks to divine discipline. Which happens when the Bel goes far enough outside the plan of God and misery and reaping what they sow hasn’t woke them up yet.
I’ll put verse one on the board because it sets the course of the lesson to the Jews in Hebrews chapter 12.
/Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,\
The Bel falling away from the plan of God is in view here.
Where the OSN is now tangled up their life and they need to get back to the calling God has for them in this life.
That sets the course of my principle.
Look at verse 12;
Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?
This is speaking to a family affair - we are called God’s children…we are known as the bride of Christ therefore we should seek a close relationship with God.
Having a close relationship and acknowledging God the Father in His proper capacity - we accept HIS plan and standards above our own.
Heb 12:8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
Again, I believe the reminder here is why would God discipline a BEL unless they were involved in something wrong.

Pointing us to the fact that we still have an OSN after salvation. 
People enjoy the grace and forgiveness and love of God but never like to think along the lines of the justice of God or discipline of God.
/Heb 12:9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?
The larger reference here speaks to all Bels, spirits - is used to explain the spirit given at the moment of salvation.\
This is spirits in the plural sense.
The Greek genitive plural of pneuma (NEW-MA) is used because it is pointing to the divine spirit of God given at salvation.
God is responsible to give life to all human beings…soul life is given at birth when that breath of life enters the lungs of that new born baby.
This is a spirit of divine life in verse 9, which we know on a personal basis as God the HS. 
God’s breath for all new born babies gives a soul awakening breath it is not a spirit in the sense of God the Holy Spirit because Unbels only have a soul & body. 
The Bel is born again with the breath of a divine spirit. Bels have body, soul & spirit. 
                   REPEAT
There are similarities and even differences running side by side in this description of the human father and God the Father.
The human father can only compare in a temporal authority role.
/Heb 12:10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.
We share in God’s holiness as we grow closer and realize that even discipline is a learning tool inside HIS plan.\

God’s holiness encompasses the fruit of the spirit, spiritual discernment, the protective wall of fire, spiritual strength for endurance and the lasting promises of eternal security and perfect righteousness. Added in are all the blessings and rewards in time & eternity. 

Heb 12:11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
The key principle in this scripture is the fact that sometimes we are trained by discipline…or we are trained by adversity and challenges but only if we are in fellowship habitually.

Some Bels go negative even further when misery or discipline touches their lives.

Often times they are taught from their pastors that a GOOD BEL has only good things happen to them…name it and claim it mentality and they can’t handle the real spiritual warfare. 
Which points us back to the issue of Matthew chapter 15, what is inside the soul is important!

Heb 12:12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble,
Heb 12:13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.
This is all connected to the earlier part of Hebrews chapter 12 it is talking about getting yourself back on course inside the plan of God.
Even if your failure has put you under divine discipline get your strength back with spiritual momentum. 
This is the call for repentance but beyond that a turning back toward the word of God.

Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

True Bels are sanctified – set apart by God and are able to learn to walk in peaceful strength.
Not perfection… but the ability to handle adversity comes to those who are born again and growing in HIS plan.

But to those Bels who work off emotions and religion we have the next verse;
/Heb 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;
The root has a bottom or core, it is used to teach us that bitterness on the outside means something deep within is dark and out of line with God’s nature.\

It will defile many because eventually what is deep down inside that soul comes out to touch the lives of others in your periphery.
This is spot on as to what TLJC was pointing out to the crowd in front of the Pharisees and Scribes in Matt 15.

Anger, insecurity and jealousy along with several other MA sins will make a home within the soul of a Bel just as much as an Unbel…if the time is given and the nurturing of that MA sin is consistent.

/We nurture sins like anger or jealousy that become bitterness when we do not forgive from past hurts. When we hold onto frustration and regrets or keep building a narrative within our mind about revenge or past mistakes or grievances we may have against ourselves or others.\

Bitterness develops from these exact MA sins that roll around in the soul for a period of time and never get brought out and dealt with properly.

God can wash this clean but we have to be willing to give it over to HIM and every time it pops up we bump it out of our minds with BD.
That is what Paul taught at the church of Corinth;
/2Cor 10:5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,\

If it is a thought or conversation against the word of God do not engage in it…squash it before it gains room in your soul.

Now in verse 16 we see a shift toward salvation, a call from the evangelist perspective because we are now addressing the lost and dying world.
Heb 12:16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal.
Now we are clearly not talking to Bels you can see the turn toward Esau and ungodliness.

Esau was never a Bel though he was raised right next to his brother Jacob in a godly household. Isaac taught the word of God to both boys, yet one did not absorb the information.
 At some point he either rejected the truth or didn’t care enough about it to have faith.

Historians consider Jacob and Esau to be twins - remember Jacob is the one who grabs the heel of his brother on the way out of the womb. One of the definitions for his name Jacob in the Hebrew. 
Ya`aqob  (YAK-AH-COV)

Many of the offspring of Esau – the Edomites were Unbels and even were enemies of God’s people.

/Heb 12:17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears.
Esau was said to have despise his birthright under the plan of God (Gen 25:29-34). This is a deep root of bitterness toward God.\

The Jews of this era would relate to this story because Esau is in that direct line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
This book of Hebrews was written as a wake-up call for Jewish Bels and even Unbels, because the fall of Jerusalem was about to come upon them. 
They were now under greater persecution and the attacks were mounting. 
Though Esau sought some form of repentance under human effort and emotions the Unbel must come to believe in TLJC as the one true God & Savior.
As I clarified in my last set of lessons in that series I just finished.

I will quote my spiritual grandfather the great teacher & theologian, who is much more eloquent than I ; 

/Repentance (metanoia) is the condition which immediately precedes or is coterminous with faith in Christ. “Believe” is the decision side of salvation, but on the other side we have what leads up to believing — information about Christ, called the gospel. Information causes the individual to change his mind or to repent. So, he changes his mind about Christ resulting in believing in Christ, so the two are coterminous.     Col. R.B. Thieme Jr.\
                REPEAT
Meaning that - believing on the LORD & SAVIOR hold the power source of salvation. Simultaneously!
Esau was hard hearted and relied upon human strength throughout his life and emotions came easily to him so, therefore that is the direction he went in to get back in favor with not only his father over the birthright but the LORD.

Esau became even harder after he realized the birthright wasn’t coming back his way!
/There becomes a point of scar tissue from hardness of heart that a person almost can never recover from, it becomes inevitable that they end up in the lake of fire after a lifetime of bitterness and rejection of truth.\ 

And what we have in Matthew chapter 15 is telling us God looks at the heart which is a Biblical standard throughout scripture.
The soul where we do our thinking, feeling and have norms and standards ingrained is where God investigates, not the gestures of kindness you do in front of others to show you are spiritual.
That actually comes naturally if your heart is right.
Just as the Fruit of the Spirit comes out of the Bel who is walking in that new nature habitually that is what matters inside the plan of God.
As we close look at Matt 15:11-12 again.
/Mat 15:11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”12  Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”\

The words of TLJC tells us what a person has deep within is more important than what we see on the surface…how mankind sees spirituality is often much different than how God views spirituality.

/The Pharisees were offended because truth has a weight and strength that is almost unbearable for arrogance to face especially when it is TLJC Himself placing that truth directly out in the open which lays everything bare.\

You will find that truth when it is presented in the right context without vindictiveness or manipulation is a devasting blow to pride & legalistic nonsense. 
/The Apostles and the majority of the followers of Christ were getting the sense of unyielding anger and tension rising up all around them. The true believers were with the Lord because they knew HE was the Messiah, others were awaiting the big miracle that would overthrow Roman rule and lift the oppressed upward as Jesus sat down on the throne.\
This is what was going on inside many of the followers…not all had the same belief as the original 11 Apostles and many others as well. It soon would be revealed who truly believed and what they were waiting for. 
You can only hide who you truly are for a certain period of time. Some can cover it up for months on end and a rare few can do it for a few years but eventually it all comes to the surface. 

 Not from God…there is nothing hidden from God.
/Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
Psa 44:21 Would not God find this out?
For He knows the secrets of the heart.\

I give the serious followers of Christ a lot of credit, the pressure really began to mount toward the end of that 3 year period. 
Guess what – the ladies seemed more loyal then many of the men, in fact some historians claim the ladies financially and physically served TLJC ministry in the early stages and it would have nearly been impossible for these traveling men with TLJC to maintain that lifestyle without the ladies.  




            
            
             


