Mat 205
The Bel who lacks understanding needs to awaken and take responsibility

We are going to touch on a subject that I am certain will insult some and wake up others and still a few will ignore but none the less this is where God the HS is leading me.
Pick it up in Mat 15:15 – As we begin remember the closest followers of TLJC were the original 12 Apostles, they have seen miracles and healings… they have heard BD day in and day out now for a few years.
They were up close and personal with TLJC beyond everyone else in the growing movement of Christianity over the past two years.

Mat 15:15 Peter said to Him, “Explain the parable to us.”
Mat 15:16 Jesus said, “Are you still lacking in understanding also?
/Mat 15:17 “Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?\
Mat 15:18 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.
Mat 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
Mat 15:20 “These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.”

You will notice TLJC asks Peter twice, do you not understand?

This is a slight reprimand here in how it is set up in the original context. 

TLJC is saying this statement twice and with the sense of being frustrated that Peter would be confused about this – though we know TLJC did not sin.
A Bel can sometimes begin to lose patience’s with a person who does not accept truth when it is put in front of them repeatedly. 

This is not anger but the humanity of Christ is letting Peter know that he should really be grasping these concepts at this point.

/Peter is being hit on two fronts, first there has been clear evidence that what he and his Jewish brethren had followed since their childhood was distorted and they didn’t fully understand their own religion. Secondary, Peter is being called out and placed in a position where he needs to be accountable for what he is learning.\
TLJC wasn’t being rude or angry with Peter but HE was placing responsibility on him and giving Peter some tough lessons in front of the other followers.

Peter would be a leader very soon and TLJC is preparing Peter to stand in the gap and take the heat and learn true responsibility.
Leadership calls for greater accountability but all Bels become responsible for what they apply and learn in their daily lives.

/The Apostles would become the responsible party for accurately finishing the scriptures, with the divine power of God the Holy Spirit. They also would be held accountable for promoting and developing the early church. They had a call as teachers & leaders in several realms all the while facing invisible warfare trying to infiltrate the church.\
To whom much is given, much is required (Luk 12:48).
Remember something the bloodline of TLJC was under attack up until the virgin birth, at that point, Satan’s army had to regroup and now start the attack on truth in a much more concentrated fashion. 

The intensified stage against God’s word began and the attacks on the teaching of God’s word took on greater meaning to fallen angels. Once the Cross was complete then the canon of scripture was going to be complete as well and also the word of truth would start spreading through pastor-teachers and this new church movement. 
Satan had no success stopping the birth of Christ and now he and his demon army are getting an idea how the plan of God is going play out.
/If you needed to attack an enemy who was quickly spreading out through word of mouth and written documents how would you do it? Propaganda and infiltration are the two best weapons. Get inside the movement and at the same time raise doubts about its validity. Those who do get inside can then manipulate the narrative. - RELIGION!\ 
Man-made systems which later point us to denominations and spiritual movements that copy or counterfeit Christianity. 
/Information warfare is a devious and deadly way to change the hearts and minds of people it leads to confusion & division. Information warfare can rewrite history meaning to change actually facts that many people knew to be true but now they believe something else therefore the false narrative gets handed down to the next generation.\ 

This is seen in the religious nonsense within human history and political lies in history as well. 
Adolph Hitler used propaganda and youth programs to re-train the hearts and minds of people.
TLJC needed His Apostles prepared and well educated for the spiritual battle coming after the cross, it would be a relentless attack on HIS word.

When someone lacks understanding after they have been taught for a period of time, it means either the teaching was flawed or the person sitting under the teaching didn’t care enough to learn. 

TLJC was the perfect teacher so that was not the issue.
Also, it can be that they have been blinded by an opposing school of thought that simply causes them to stumble in the area of gaining new knowledge.
Which was the case for Peter and many that followed TLJC and struggled with His new teachings. 

We see this in the political debates we have with people and even the spiritual differences we have – people get set in one school of thought and it is extremely difficult to shake that from them.

A person can become locked into a mind-set from the arrogance of the OSN and no matter what you tell them they still cling onto their own ideas.
They have their version of truth and you can-not shake that from their mind.

/Peter along with many of the original followers of Christ still struggled with letting go of the teaching from years and years of Judaism. This would become a smoother transition after the Holy Spirit came down upon the new church on the day of Pentecost. Even today, doubt and confusion are common when Bels do not fully empty themselves to what they think they know and allow God’s word and the power of the Spirit to do the work.\
    REPEAT      ELABORATE 
You see legalism and religious rituals and standards find a home within the soul after a period of time.
Religion is hard to remove once it is embedded into a person’s soul structure. It becomes part of their norms and standards and a point of reference for their belief in God.

We can note this in the early establishment of the church;
/Gal 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.\
Notice how man-made customs and religion shut out what faith and spirituality are all about. In fact in the original Greek -  to be shut up means held in jail or kept away from something.
And then Paul goes on to say;

/Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.\
We are no longer under the law but we come under grace through the faith we have in Christ and that HE fulfills all the commandments & laws. 
The reality is even a great teacher like the Apostle Paul had Bels who would allow false doctrine and religion to keep coming back into the church. 
Even though they were taught accurately which tells us religion has an allure to our OSN…there is an attraction there and it is even worse when we were under religion for years before we were born again.
             REPEAT

Some people never let go of rituals of religion and the legalism of false spirituality. 
The Apostle Paul is addressing a very similar problem in this section of 2 Corinthians chapter 11;
2Cor 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
The serpent deceived the woman with a form of information warfare – just manipulating the truth enough to confuse and divide. 
Bels can fall for religion and even fall back into legalism once they have been rescued from it.

We all know many Bels who are very religious and legalistic and they swear they are Christians who live in the grace of God.
And the more you talk to them the more you realize they are talking about a counterfeit Christianity.  
/2Co 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.\

Paul actually teaches with a lot of divine sarcasm in this chapter because it was all about the Bels in Corinth bringing legalism in after they had been taught grace & mystery doctrine by Paul. 

Once you reject the man that God has put in your path because you don’t think he can tickle your ears enough, it’s only a matter of time before legalism or cosmic viewpoint invade your mind.
2Cor 11:5 For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.
/2Co 11:6 But even if I am unskilled (idiōtēs)  in speech, yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.
Usually a term used for rude or abrasive and ignorant.\
IDI-OH-TAS - is where we get our word idiot from. 
Paul knew they had called his teaching rude and not as eloquent as other speakers and it was simply an excuse to rip his ministry apart so they could listen to other teachers. 
They loved the eloquence of the Jewish scholars and lacked respect for the Apostle Paul.
Paul dealt with this especially in the early stages of his ministry because many knew his history as a religious zealot and Pharisee. 
They expected that style and Paul was now grace oriented because he was now in union with Christ.
Plus, the fact that Paul was not what many would consider an attractive speaker…in his physical presence and even in how he taught his message.
You will find that petty people find petty reasons to reject truth. 

The majority of the Bels at Corinth were educated and wealthy, not all, but many and Paul was dealing with a common problem…snobs! 
The issue is the message…not the man!

2Co 11:7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?
2Co 11:8 I robbed other churches by taking wages from them to serve you;
This is the Apostle Paul saying others less fortunate than this group have supported my ministry & travels. 

Paul didn’t rob anybody or do anything illegal it’s just that he needed to point out to a group of wealthy, educated Bels that his ministry and all his travels are often on the backs of Bels less fortunate, then the ones complaining about his teaching style now. 
Paul did not put any financial expectation on the church at Corinth.
2Co 11:9 and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so.
Paul was still actively working and trying to teach full time at this point in history. 

Which by the way, I can tell from experience, is exhausting. 
It’s amazing that people will pay a counselor, lawyer or plumber hundreds of dollars for their work and yet the pastor is often forgotten by the majority and the minority are the ones who support the ministry. 
2Co 11:10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.
2Co 11:11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!
2Co 11:12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.
Paul is laying down a sarcastic yet true accusation here that though he is faithful and has been a good pastor and leader for the church at Corinth they are more interested in outside teachers and fluffy sermons that bring back the religious aspect of their life. The right pastor-teacher God put in front of them is not what they seek, instead they go to outside sources. 

Yet a few…the ones who desire truth are the reason Paul keeps pressing on.
/2Co 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.\
Paul really brings the message to a peak here and calls out the reality of what is going on in this group of Bels. 

The warning in this is that Satan and his fallen angels are behind the lies of religion and involved in the information warfare designed to drive Bels away from truth and Unbels to follow a counterfeit system. 
/2Co 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
This speaks to the human aspect of false teachers and satanic systems designed to distract and counterfeit God’s word.\

People get so impressed with eloquent speakers and attractive buildings and leadership that seem flawless & sweet. 
Yet what they receive is poison instead of solid spiritual food and they wonder why Christianity and those who claim to be involved in spiritual systems are lost or confused, never grasping real BD.
2Co 11:16 Again I say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as foolish, so that I also may boast a little.
Paul is saying no matter what you think of me – hear me out!
2Co 11:17 What I am saying, I am not saying as the Lord would, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting.
Again, the divine sarcasm is laced within many of these statements and Paul is trying to wake them up to some important principles.
2Co 11:18 Since many boast according to the flesh, I will boast also.
2Co 11:19 For you, being so wise, tolerate the foolish gladly.
/2Co 11:20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone hits you in the face.
This is tough love and Paul is laying it out hard and factually as to what they have allowed into their church.\
Tolerate a little leaven and the whole lump of dough is infected!

They had allowed religion and lies into their soul and it takes people captive and manipulates them.
Paul will actually go on to say what is it that impresses you? They are Hebrews and so am I…educated in the Torah so am I…Bels in Christ …I am closer to Christ because I am a true Apostle. 
The Apostle Paul goes through a list of journeys and struggles, beatings and problems he has faced in his ministry.

This ties right into chapter 12 where Paul says I was brought up into the third heavens and was face to face with TLJC.
The point being as we close is that Paul was dealing with the stubbornness of religion that sometimes needs to shaken from people and even then it will remain deep within their soul.
Even when they know truth is being laid out in front of them they stay in the lie of religion. 
/Religion and man-made systems of spirituality have great power once they find a home in a person’s soul. You can see throughout history how charismatic leaders and religious systems have caused people to lose their wealth & family in defiance to stay in that belief system and in some cases even commit suicide.\  

/True spirituality comes from our union with Christ and an intimate relationship with Him (Bible Doctrine). It never elevates man nor does it demand slave-like devotion. It is a growing process that is born in grace and therefore needs God’s grace, love and mercy each day to continue to grow. True spirituality recognizes the flesh is weak and only fellowship with the Trinity consistently brings strength & peace to this temporal life.\

/There are Unbels & Bels in your life that may never come to understand true spirituality because they have allowed the lies of Satan’s cosmic system pertaining to religion & spirituality to set an anchor in their soul. Your job as an ambassador is to represent the Lord and plant a seed for the kingdom of Heaven. Each of us will have to take responsibility for that which we hear, learn & apply.\
