Mat Lesson #9

/Hypocrisy in leadership leads to the infection of evil which will carry consequences to all who are subject to or affiliated with that leader.\ 

Mat 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”
Mat 2:3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.

Mat 2:5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH;
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’”

/Mat 2:7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”\
What a nice guy that Herod is!

The fact is Herod the Great had been around some form of prosperity and power throughout his entire life therefore he became comfortable in that role.

You will often find that a man or woman who has a sustained period of great power and wealth can easily fall into arrogance.

/Isa 10:1 Woe to those who enact evil statutes and to those who constantly record unjust decisions,
The intoxication of power & wealth can become lethal for a person in position of authority.\  Wealth power & authority!

Now this doesn’t happen to all people in power but there is plenty recorded throughout the history of politics, military leadership and the Hollywood elite that give us prime examples of exactly what we are looking at in King Herod.
Turn to Proverbs chapter 28 with me.

/Without your relationship with God becoming a priority in your life, you are left with the overpowering influence of the OSN over your New Nature, pulling you in the wrong direction.\

Now in the case of King Herod we are getting a look at hypocrisy in action.

Herod claimed to be a Jew… a convert. 
So the Messiah being born should have been a time to rejoice for a Believer…therefore we are now seeing Herod’s true colors.

/Prov 28:1-2 The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, But the righteous are bold as a lion. By the transgression of a land many are its princes, but by a man of understanding and knowledge, so it endures.\

The wicked flee when no one pursues is that guilt complex we all have deep within us. 
You see a Born Again Bel who is operating in the New Nature begins to shed these types of complexes. In the case of King Herod his conscience was flaring up because he realizes he is not the true king of the Jews and he also is having insecurity about losing his position of power.

In Prov 28:2 it says by the transgression of a land many are its princes…this speaks to division in the land. 

/When sin runs rampant and the neglect of God’s word is prevalent in a society the people splinter off against one another. Evil leaders spring up and cause the division to deepen.\

Political parties and leaders will pop up because the people will be looking for something or someone to appease their flesh. 

Take a look around the American landscape over the last 40 or 50 years.
ELABORATE  DIVISION IS A TOOL

/Prov 28:5 Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the LORD understand all things.\
Again without that connection to God we have very little discernment and left to our own devises we bite & devour one another.

Look at Prov 28:6 …Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than he who is crooked though he be rich. REPEAT

/Prov 28:7 He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but he who is a companion of gluttons humiliates his father.\ greedy nature

There is a shame that carries on for all our friends and family to witness when walk opposite of the plan that God has for our lives.

Our wisdom should come from God.

The discernment we receive from humbling ourselves under the teaching of the word of God is priceless and it is what makes great leaders.
Look down at verse 15…

/Prov 28:15 Like a roaring lion and a rushing bear is a wicked ruler over a poor people. A leader who is a great oppressor lacks understanding,
But he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.\

Herod the Great was influenced by evil & and it poured out to the people under his rulership.
Turn back to Matthew chapter 2

There is a good chance that Satan himself was paying close attention to the leaders at this point in human history.

/Herod the Great was being influenced an even possibly demon possessed because it is Satan and his demon army that tried to distort or stop the bloodline of the coming Messiah.\

Back in Matthew chapter 2 verse

Mat 2:7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”

/Evil leadership will often use those outside their periphery as accomplices in their agenda even though the accomplices do not fit into their inner circle & close confidants. The hypocrisy is in HOW they manipulate & lie while using the unwitting accomplice.\ 

Remember something that is a Biblical fact…when God’s people stray to far outside His plan He allows evil leadership…captivity and gross injustice to fall upon His people as part of the 5 cycles of discipline.

Israel faced God’ discipline more than once in human history. They became slaves to the Egyptian …Babylonian and Persian Empires and now the Roman Empire was stepping upon their necks.

/Mat 2:8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”
Notice the blatant lie Herod used.\
POLITICIAN LIE TO US ON CAMERA

Herod the Great had no desire to see this baby Messiah take one breath of air…he wanted his throne to stay intact.

/Evil leadership becomes more ruthless once it is under pressure or being exposed. The depths of misery & manipulation it will inflict on its own people is shocking!\

This is so important to understand that when we have a loose connection to God and we lack spiritual discernment we can be the ones used and manipulated just like pawns on a chess board.

We have political party’s… media outlets, top law enforcement agencies &…celebrities today that lie to people and manipulate people that trust & adore them because they have a hidden agenda.
/With evil leadership the ends always justify the means and that is often how they sooth their own conscience. They either feel above reproach therefore any action they take should never have a consequence or they truly believe they know better than everyone else.\ 

Sometimes it’s a combination of the two. The arrogance of being above the law and thinking their agenda is much more important and valuable in the end so therefore they force it upon others. 
/Mat 6:23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
OPHTHALMOS- Eye often used for an analogous for the eye of the soul/mind.\
ALL-FALL-MOSS  Hebrew noun
Bad is should really say evil in Greek.

Haughty eyes in the Bible is reference to an arrogant spirit or pride in your heart. 

Prov 23:7 tells us how a man thinks in his heart so is he.

/1Joh 2:11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
Prov 26:12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.\

Evil leadership that is anti-God…falls under the principle of a darkened heart and blind eye.

/Evil leadership becomes drunk with arrogance and power lust so it can not see error or accept failure.\ soul blindness

Once at the top arrogance will not step down gracefully.
Herod was like the Pharaoh who opposed Moses and King Saul who attacked young David.
/The Pharaoh could have given in to Moses & assisted the Jews in leaving Egypt just as King Saul could have taken young David under his wing. Instead both leaders hardened their heart toward the will of God because ultimate power left unchecked, corrupts! \

Turn to Psalm 75 let’s look at God being the only one who promotes leadership.

The secular world wants you to believe they run the show…its simply not true.
Any leader…king, president or Monarchy that rises up in human history is ordained in eternity past by God.

/Psa 75:2 “When I select an appointed time, It is I (God) who judge with equity.3 “The earth and all who dwell in it melt; It is I who have firmly set its pillars. Selah (rest).\

Psa 75:4 “I said to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ And to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn 5 Do not lift up your horn on high, do not speak with insolent pride.’”

Psa 75:6 For not from the east, nor from the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation;

/Psa 75:7 But God is the Judge;
He puts down one and exalts another.\

God is the one in control…it is actually said that Jesus Christ holds the universe together….even as a baby TLJC had control.
/Evil leadership is no surprise to God. He has been aware of every historical choice & circumstance we all face, therefore we have to acknowledge He either ordained it to happen or allowed it to happen.\

In the case of many evil situations it is that God allows it to take place because we are in an angelic warfare that needs to be fully played out, where free will and evil resides alongside spiritual growth & divine good.

/The clash of free will, demon influences, OSN’s and the imperfection of this life is the deciding factor of the majority of chaos & confusion we see every day…not God punishing mankind.\

We reap what we sow and get what we put in….plain and simple.

There is also a burden and cross for us each to bear that comes with the Christian way of life.

I can show you as many scriptures that point out joy & peace for the Bel as I can pain & suffering.

/Evil leadership is often the result of either God waking us up to re-connect with Him or choices made from our collective free will that have caught up to us and now we are reaping what we sowed.\

Freedom is not free…there is always a price paid by someone and always a negative consequence when it is abused.
REPEAT

/1Pet 2:16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.
Gal 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.\
God gave all of us free will…and for that matter it appears angels were allowed free will because 1/3 chose to follow Satan in eternity past.

/Many people (Bel & Unbel) never fully recognize the power & serious nature of their lives and choices as well as the free will we all receive from our Creator.\

When evil leadership rises up over us we should look at our own choices…what have we done to have this evil over us?

Did we sit passively by and go along with crowd?
Did we neglect our relationship with God & now we are reaping what we sowed?

/The mirror is the best place to start when a leader like Herod the Great rises up to usurp authority over us. It is there we may find the answer as to why it is happening.\

Herod saw the truth of a real King being born and it frightened him because he knew his false throne was about to be turned upside down. 

/The weakness of an arrogant leader will become apparent as the challenge of truth stares them in the face, it is then they will lash out attempting to destroy truth & anyone connected to it!\
[bookmark: _GoBack]













