Mat 164
Pride in the right context is healthy

As we close out this series on pride I want to close by looking at a godly pride which is healthy and needed for all Bels.

First I want to cap off some of the issues, symptoms and results of pride left to run amok among a nation.
The damage that a nation filled with Bels who reject God and begin to live for self and rely on cosmic viewpoint becomes a nation filled with pride and will almost always end in discipline. 
 
/Blind pride is related to national reversionism or national deterioration. There are five cycles of discipline in national reversionism. The second discipline is divine judgement against the economy. At this stage of discipline pride is mentioned as the biggest characteristic.\
During each cycle comes a reprieve or opportunity to repent and turn back toward God. Because once you get into the end of the 4th cycle you are headed to a point where God is going to destroy the nation or scatter it in some realm.
REPEAT
In the second cycle of discipline when you have depression or recession and the economy falling apart the chief sin related to it is always the sin of pride — 

/Lev 26:19 ‘I will also break down your pride of power; I will also make your sky like iron and your earth like bronze. 20 ‘Your strength will be spent uselessly, for your land will not yield its produce and the trees of the land will not yield their fruit.
(Leviticus chapter 26 – covers the 5 cycles of discipline)\
Often the reason why you have depression or a recession is because government officials interfere with the economy. 
They juggle the economy due to poor decisions or greed and interfere with business. They over tax, over regulate and burden the citizens and in some cases steal from their citizens.
There is a divine law that says that in the economy free enterprise must prevail, because true freedom and free will means people are allowed to be left on their own to fail or succeed in business.

Wherever you have a recession under free enterprise it is to eliminate the unfit and to improve the quality of services rendered. 
When the recession turns into an economic depression and you are in a nation of predominately BELS you are usually dealing with the cycles of God’s discipline. 
Turn to Isaiah chapter nine to see an example of what I am teaching.

You see…the answer is a deep and sincere turning back toward God.
/2Chr 32:26 However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.\ 
The answer is a reality check for all the people of that nation and a large portion or at least a strong remnant needs to begin to follow Bible doctrine. 
This in turn will help wake up the leadership of that nation….it comes from the attitude of humility in government. 

Pick it up in Isaiah chapter nine- verse 8 where we see discipline falling upon the Northern Tribe of Israel. 
Even within the Northern Tribe you can see the division that occurred between the larger tribe- Ephraim and Manasseh.
The Assyrian army was an instrument God used to discipline and wake up the nation of Israel. 
Because, Israel was given the sacred commission of holding onto God’s word…continuing in the teaching and documentation of the story of God’s people…tradition and accurate teaching as well as evangelism were assigned to the Jews in the dispensation of the patriarchs.
 
/Isa 9:8 The Lord sends a message against Jacob, and it falls on Israel. 9 And all the people know it, that is, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, asserting in pride and in arrogance of heart:
The thoughts of stubborn pride start first and that which follows is the foolish actions.\
After the first wave of attacks instead of recognizing God and tuning back to the word…to evangelism and seeking what God wants them to do next, the attitude is NO THANKS GOD…we’ll take care of this ourselves.
Isa 9:10 “The bricks have fallen down,
But we will rebuild with smooth stones;
The sycamores have been cut down,
But we will replace them with cedars.”
This time we will build with better material!
Isa 9:11 Therefore the LORD raises against them adversaries from Rezin and spurs their enemies on,
Rezin was another military King this time from Syria who would attack the nation of Israel. 
Isa 9:12 The Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west; And they devour Israel with gaping jaws. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away and His hand is still stretched out.
God is sending in waves of attacks and problems as a wake-up call.
God’s hand is out stretched to give His children the spanking they need to turn back to HIM.
/Isa 9:13 Yet the people do not turn back to Him who struck them, nor do they seek the LORD of hosts.

Blind arrogance can’t get out of its own way and see beyond it’s own needs even when the obvious choice is right in front of it!\
Isa 9:14 So the LORD cuts off head and tail from Israel, Both palm branch and bulrush in a single day.
Bulrush was a useful tree used for ropes and clothing among other items.
/Isa 9:15 The head is the elder and honorable man, and the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail.
Two parties responsible were the elders and the leadership as well as the false teachers or in our day pastor-teachers.\
Isa 9:16 For those who guide this people are leading them astray; And those who are guided by them are brought to confusion.
Remember man made religion is a false set of standards designed to make mankind feel good about their relationship with God.
Religion is not true spirituality. 
/The government leadership is held accountable for the people in the eyes of God but so too is the pastors who teach the word. When they teach with a hidden agenda and stray from the accuracy of scripture God will hold them accountable.\
Ultimately what a pastor teaches will influence the congregation into making decisions and lifestyle choices that can either lift a nation up or bring it down.
Now everyone is held accountable to have spiritual discernment and each of us have free will but God does put a stricter judgement on leadership in all realms. 
Isa 9:17 Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men,
Nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; For every one of them is godless and an evildoer, and every mouth is speaking foolishness. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away and His hand is still stretched out.

God’s discipline continues because everyone becomes responsible for what is happening all around them at some point…at least those with an adult IQ.
In other words, you can not hide behind the fact that you didn’t know or you weren’t responsible for those you put in positions of leadership. 
Once you reach an age of accountability God looks at the citizens of a nation to make good, godly choices for leadership and that they do not support the teaching of nonsense and lies. 
REPEAT
This means people take a healthy pride in their country and in doing so they take responsibility.
National pride is also associated with the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline — 
/Isa 28:1 Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is at the head of the fertile valley Of those who are overcome with wine!
Samaria was a beautiful city that would be destroyed and at this time living for self, was more important than living for God (partying/alcohol).\
There was a great new trade among the Jews at this time and the Northern tribe was excelling at it….making different blends of alcohol!
The weakening of a nation comes in one way…remove the word of God from the people…eventually families fall apart and respect for authority crumbles and living for self or the party lifestyle follows shortly after that. 
Feelings over facts take center stage…people do what they FEEL is right not what is right concerning scripture. 
REPEAT!!!
National pride usually goes out the window within a few generations after that. 
/Isa 28:2 Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty agent; As a storm of hail, a tempest of destruction, Like a storm of mighty overflowing waters, He has cast it down to the earth with His hand.
Again, we can note one of the waves of the Assyrian attacks which would use boulders shot from military catapults. \
The assault was like a rain storm of huge rocks bouncing thru the buildings, tents and killing people. 

The funny thing is the original crown of flowers noted in verse one was something they often would wear going to parties and social gatherings as a way of showing off class and wealth with their clothing. 
/Isa 28:3 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot.
God will eventually destroy what the proud builds up and glorifies above Him.\
Pride from a place of human works…human effort and void of godly content will always become blind pride which is what Satan operates in. 
Turn to Hosea chapter seven.

When a whole nation or the majority of a nation unto God embraces this lifestyle and even those who simply turn a blind eye while everyone else engages in living for self and disregarding divine establishments and the word of God that is when reaping what you sow turns into God’s cycles of discipline.   
REPEAT
 
/Hosea 7:10 Though the pride of Israel testifies against him, yet they have not returned to the LORD their God, nor have they sought Him, for all this.\
Another prophet gave warning to the inevitable fact of how God operates when His people keep ignoring HIM and embracing the cosmic system.
/Hos 7:11 So Ephraim has become like a silly dove, without sense; They call to Egypt, they go to Assyria.
Embracing your enemy for safety and allowing their wicked lifestyle and traditions to infiltrate your own breaks down a nation.\ 
Hos 7:12 When they go, I will spread My net over them; I will bring them down like the birds of the sky. I will chastise them in accordance with the proclamation to their assembly.
It is God who comes in eventually and brings HIS discipline in by using people and outside circumstances to shake up and wake up His people.
/Hos 7:13 Woe to them, for they have strayed from Me! Destruction is theirs, for they have rebelled against Me! I would redeem them, but they speak lies against Me.\
Speaking lies means the people replace the truth of scripture with false teachings that make them feel good…tickling their emotions like -
 2Tim 4:3 teaches.  
/Hos 7:14 And they do not cry to Me from their heart when they wail on their beds; For the sake of grain and new wine they assemble themselves, they turn away from Me.
The things of the world hold greater value to them (cosmic system/viewpoint).\ 

Their mind is set on what they enjoy the most…their own business and profits and party lifestyle… living for self.
/1Sam 2:3 Boast no more so very proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; For the LORD is a God of knowledge, And with Him actions are weighed.  
His word is where we get truth / knowledge and what we apply in our daily lives counts inside the plan of God.\
The best pride we have that operates and maintains a spiritual walk with God comes from our union with TLJC.

The principle of pride related to Jesus Christ is given in the dissertation on blind arrogance; Mat 19:27 – Mat 20:34. 
/Mat 19:27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?”\
Notice what Peter’s focus is on in the moment? Peter isn’t seeing the big picture at this point…but he would very soon!
/Mat 19:28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.\
This points to the 2nd Advent of Christ where we will see the Apostles all 12….that means Paul…not Judas Iscariot holding great positions of authority in the heavenly realm.
/Mat 19:29 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. 30 “But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.\
The study into heaven that can be seen in a large portion in descriptions throughout the Bible but predominately in the book of Revelation shows us that for those who took the time here on earth and truly made efforts to live inside the pan of God there will be great rewards…crowns and blessings…there are winners and losers even in heaven.
That is having a divine pride in who and what you are in union with Christ. 

The blindness comes from focusing on the cosmic system and the temporal all around us instead of being heavenly minded. Paul teaches us that in  - 
Eph 2:19 & Phil 3:20   WE ARE CITIZENS of Heaven!

/Mat 20:33 They said to Him, “Lord, we want our eyes to be opened.” 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.
Only through our union with Christ can human pride be removed!\
This analogy held greater spiritual meaning then it did temporal meaning. 

If you are in union with TLJC and also growing toward SM then pride will be a divine blessing not a satanic curse.

Positive volition toward Bible doctrine insulates the soul from pride. 
/Job 33:16 Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction, 17 That He may turn man aside from his conduct,
and keep man from pride;\

Proverbs 8:13 & Pro 11:2 — the answer is wisdom, it removes pride.
Wisdom means you have gained truth…knowledge from BD and now it is incorporated into your daily life.
/Pro 8:13 “The fear (respect) of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate. 14 “Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding, power is mine.\
Pride is not used in a bad sense when we are inside God’s plan habitually. 
THERE IS A GOOD PRIDE…GODLY PRIDE:
Turn to proverbs chapter 11 as we close.

STORY OF BOXING IN ARMY NELSON CINTRON
I thought I was something special up for my black belt …some experience with my buddies & I knocking the stuffing out of each other at the Police Athletic league amateur boxing program…plus my grandfather pro middleweight.

ELABORATE      humility
/Pro 11: 1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight. 2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.\
Balance speaks to so many things in life…but there is no balance in your life if GOD is not the top priority, everything else will fall apart when BD is not the glue to hold it all together.
I emphasize the word of God all the time…BD… because it is the mind of Christ and we actually have a relationship with TLJC thru scripture.

The completed canon of scripture is so sacred and valid… it is the treasure we were left with in this church age dispensation we live in, it is our relationship with God.
Without humility we can not learn and grow. Pride destroys that…human pride, blind pride…but a godly pride is important for us to achieve.  
/Pro 11:3 The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the crookedness of the treacherous will destroy them.

Integrity is achieved from gaining truth and applying it in our lives. False doctrine & lies from cosmic viewpoint weaken us and eventually bring destruction.\ 

God is the one who can lift us up and gives victory…nothing from our flesh.
/Isa 60:15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and hated with no one passing through, I will make you an everlasting pride, a joy from generation to generation.\

Victory from God will make your enemies really have a genuine fear because they see something working in you and around you that is supernatural!
/Neh 6:15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it, they lost their confidence; for they recognized that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.\
Remember I have been using that statement when we flow alongside with God inside His plan…that is when we see victory and success comes are way.

/Pro 3:26 For the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.\
/2Cor 1:12 For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you.\


/Phil 3:3 for we are the true circumcision (BELS), who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,\ 

Paul gives a list of reasons he could be confident and filled with pride because of his background & intellect.
/Phil 3:7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,\
/Phil 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,\
Your confidence and spiritual pride come from your position in Christ. 
