Mat 163
Blind pride rejects the truth 

It is arrogance to think that you can get along without something that God has provided — your daily spiritual food, spiritual guidance and above that your entrance into eternity. 
Without God we do not take a breath of air!
There is the obvious sin of pride at the core of why people claim to not need God…that they claim to not believe in God.
Turn to Romans chapter one with me.
They believe something within themselves is smart enough…strong enough or maybe just lucky enough to get along fine in this lifetime without recognizing God. 
Describing the basic concept of most Unbels is easily enough seen by reading Romans chapter 1; 
The Apostle Paul addresses these Roman converts who still needed greater knowledge of doctrine and he does so, trying to gentle guide them toward doctrines beyond salvation and he does this slowly as this chapter begins…by verse 18 Paul is now pointing out the arrogance and blind pride of the Unbelieving world all around them.
There is an element of teaching the doctrine of adjustment to the justice of God in this section of Romans….this letter was written to raise the spiritual IQ in that region. 

It points us to recognizing God’s word and His principles are not playful antidotes or keen sayings that maybe we should apply occasionally… but that there are consequences and standards within the word of God that are detrimental when ignored. 
REPEAT

/Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
Adjust to the justice of God for the Unbel is in view here (salvation).\
The Bel adjust to the justice of God when they name and cite any none sin and get back in fellowship with God.

There are consequences for the apostate Bel and final judgment for the Unbel when God’s word is ignored and ridiculed over and over again.
/Rom 1:19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.
Everyone is born with a desire to know God, it disappears as it is suppressed and repeatedly ignored.\
Many preachers call it a God-consciousness…some call it - the call of God and yet others claim it is the God the HS knocking on that soul structure over and over again…and I say all are true, all are valid names or titles. 
/ The justice of God automatically makes provision of salvation for those who cannot or do not reach the point of God-consciousness and/or age of accountability. Mental capacity is viewed by God in eternity past and therefore all added into the equation of salvation for each individual.\ 
Babies, young children and those with cognitive disabilities or those who never heard the gospel are all taken into account and God does not condemn the innocent.
There are no excuses as to why a normal man or woman refuses to believe in TLJC during their lifetime. 
Much of what Paul points out here is a rejection of the gospel of Christ after it has been clearly placed in front of the Unbels.
/Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
Psa 19 speaks to God’s divine creation and how we can’t ignore it.\
The attributes or essence of God covers -  divine justice, love… compassion, righteousness, truth…as much as it covers HIS omnipotence, omnipresence among several other attributes.
Meaning these invisible attributes are all around the human race in one aspect or another almost everyday!
Everything God created since the beginning of time points us to HIS existence!
When you see the stars in the sky at night you see HIS work…when the flock of birds fly over headed heading south before the winter months we see GOD…when we study gravity and science it is GOD’s fingerprint we are looking at.

This scripture in ROM 1:20 even set on its own is a clear indicator that God created the world in such a fashion that obvious traces of HIS nature and power are woven into everything and everyone.
It is mankind’s blind pride that ignores it.
/Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks (no obligation to Christ), but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
This is the definition of blind pride.\

Giving thanks is the Greek term YOU-CAR-IS-STAY-OH…. it is our term for the Lord’s supper.   EUCARIST

Blind pride is when you reject God for so long that you have hardened or darkened your soul in that area…therefore recognizing God all around you as we just noted in verse 20 disappears from this person’s life.
REPEAT

Notice that word speculations (DEE-AL-A-GAS-MUSK)…it means what you debate about among other people what comes from your fleshly thoughts, human opinions… your own imagination, not truth or divine wisdom.   REPEAT

/When God is rejected and HIS calling is refused at some point a hardness or blindness engulfs that soul. The reliance on self and cosmic wisdom fills that void because it was designed to be filled with divine knowledge which then can be applied and transforms into wisdom.\
You cannot have a vacuum or void that does not get filled. Your mind was designed like a computer…for intake and output. The soul structure is God breathed… designed for intake and output.
/Rom 1:22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.
God is replaced with the worship of something or someone else.\
Many people worship what is called mother earth…they make a deity out of the planet…or they follow a new age movement or they make a little god out of money or power or even within themselves they become little gods.

We have celebrity gods the god of sports or TV…a lot of little gods in Satan’s world that we worship and elevate. 

The replacement of God and the wisdom of the Bible is filled by satanic viewpoint.
Satan loves that we live for self and we have all these little gods to keep us busy.

What do you think fallen angels and their offspring the giant Nephilim were all about in Genesis chapter 6?

The great thing about using the New American Standard Bible is that it is really accurate in many cases such as this study in Romans chapter one.
/Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.
No matter what dispensation you study, God will honor free will but the consequences will also be honored which is all calculated into the plan of God from eternity past.\
God allowed the nation of Israel to follow the false gods of other nations…to reject HIS commandments but at some point GOD also allowed the consequence of those choices to fall upon the nation of Israel.  REPEAT

The heart is the Greek word KAR-DIA which is often used for the seat of a person’s intellect, the place where a human being does their thinking and arrives at their norms and standards from. 
Not a blood pumping organ though it can be used in that sense occasionally. 
/Rom 1:25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.\
John 8:44 tells us that Satan is the father of lies!
When you reject the truth of the Bible and especially reject the truth of the gospel of TLJC you are then accepting the lies of the cosmic system. 

Nothing new under the sun this has been a habitual attitude since the original man & woman had children.
Cain heard the same doctrines and principles as Abel did… yet one accepted & the other rejected the truth!
/Jer 2:11 “Has a nation changed gods
When they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory
For that which does not profit.
Pride leads the Bel on a false quest for truth in Satan’s system. For the Unbel it is a blind pride that swallows Satan’s lies which ends in the lake of fire. \

Now we are going to cover some ground that I am certain will offend and possibly get me kicked off a platform or two…so keep in mind PRB Ministry.org has links to other platforms you can find my messages on. Just a warning folks!
/Rom 1:26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,
The attitude of blind pride concerning Bible Doctrine always allows the OSN (lust patterns within it) unrestricted control, therefore feelings over facts become the barometer in that person’s life.\
You see when the Bible references the heart it is often speaking of the soul structure which is a 4 piece puzzle made up of the brain, the person’s free will, emotions & self-conscience.
When the person accepts TLJC as savior a new nature… a divine spirit is breathed into that soul structure. 
Now from that point forward they can either nurture that new nature or keep living in the OSN which is said to be nailed to the cross at Calvary….choice is yours. 
/Rom 1:27 and in the same way (as verse 26) also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned (ekkaiō) in their desire (orexis) toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.\
ECK-KI-OH is a kindling fire and it means there is effort or thoughts that builds just like you build a fire from scratch.  REPEAT
The word for desire- ARE-EX-SIS speaks to a deep longing within the emotions. Also noted for an appetite…how you develop a taste for something over a period of time.

Both words highlight free will, both come from deep within the soul… pointing to choices we make.

/Rom 1:26 -27  for this reason & in the same way - speaks to rejecting truth and replacing it or filling that void with something else. In this case it points us to building upon desires and choices that are not designed by God. One small spark is the focus which is then built into a large fire (passions & lust). The main principle in this, is that any sin which is nurtured and built upon while truth is rejected will gain momentum.\ 
REPEAT
Sin is sin. The issue is not about condemnation it is about regeneration and the truth of the word of God.

Most people today and I include pastors and Christians in this… are afraid to label anything sin…it is all a big word game.

Trying to be politically correct and avoid the nonsense of hate speech which is really not even a genuine issue other then what the progressive movement uses as a tool to manipulate the media and social agendas has put Christians in a corner where they can even address what sin is!

It doesn’t matter if it is alternative lifestyles or addiction or lying…cheating, stealing…sin is sin.
Rob a bank or steal a pencil at work…in the divine courtroom of heaven it is viewed as sin.    ALL THE SAME!
/Rom 14:23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.
Arrogance & lying are placed above murder on one Biblical list of sins!
 (Prov 6:17)\
Which means all people sin…Bel or Unbel are capable of sins.

This answers the question - can a Bel be involved in an alternative lifestyle like homosexuality?…Yes…!!
If a BEL can have a gambling problem or drinking problem…lie or steal habitually this all falls under the same umbrella…SIN!!!
/The issue becomes living outside of the plan of God leads to blind arrogance which in turn leads to loss of blessings & rewards as well as discipline. The Bel who happily lives outside the plan of God in a sinful lifestyle, is either NOT a Bel to begin with or a Bel destined for misery mentally/physically as well a loss of blessings & rewards.\
REPEAT         ELABORATE
Now Paul is addressing the problems of false gods and Unbels who reject TLJC.
So, take the scriptures in the context in which he is teaching the Bels in Rome.

But this subject matter becomes a real stumbling block for many Christians. Because the different forms of alternative lifestyles are so opposite of anything inside the plan of God that many Christians and many pastors go to one extreme or the other to avoid this subject…. or preach it with anger & a harsh, critical spirit.

When the approach should be a focus on sin. SIN is the issue!!!!
That is the big picture…we can all agree some sins are more blatantly obvious and disgusting then others but none the less… if sin is sin… don’t get overly worked up over it and don’t avoid it.

No one is born with a sexual preference. There is no solid science behind the gay gene theory that was floated out by the far-left media outlets 20 years ago. I cover this in my book…so I won’t get deep into today.
I will put one statistic on the board that is apparent and clears up much of the misconception and lies about this topic;
/The majority of studies on teenage sexual behaviors and the outcomes, all point to factors of environment, abuse, neglect, lack of parental involvement, access to pornography and drug abuse all factor in to sexual promiscuity. Any teenager below the age of 16 that was effected or participated in any of these factors was highly likely to be open to multiple sexual partners and risky behaviors later on in life.\      REPEAT 
ELABOATE…young teens who engage in sexual behaviors will be adults who engage in multiple sexual experiences and partners. 
This is the cold hard facts folks.
Do your homework on the subject…it’s not rocket science. 
We make choices from our own free will everyday. 
Sometimes the choices come from our past failures and problems.
/Jer 4:18 “Your ways and your deeds
Have brought these things to you.
This is your evil. How bitter!
How it has touched your heart!”\

What we choose to repetitively live in will have an effect on our lives. 

The fact is the first time a kid lights up a cigarette it doesn’t taste appealing…
Smoking is not a natural habit.
 it is the spark of interest or fitting in with the crowd or mimicking a behavior they saw an adult do, that is what sets it off.
Once they start smoking regularly it becomes pleasurable and a habit…it is a form of programing. 
No matter what sin issue is tangling you up habitually…no matter what awful things happened in your childhood, no matter what mistakes you made yesterday… 
God can heal you…GOD can change you but you have to make the effort to open yourself to HIM.
It is a process…just like it was a repetitive process that put you in a habitual sinful lifestyle. 
REPEAT!!!!!
The reality is even a child at the sixth- grade level begins to recognize that male and female have sexual organs that are different yet fit perfectly together.
Nothing complicated as to what God had in mind looking at the sexual organs of man and woman. 

Now Paul goes on to say when you reject the truth of the word of God…eventually God steps back and gives you over to those lustful sin patterns.
/Rom 1:28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,\
This depraved mind means something not approved by God…it is the polar opposite of God’s nature. 

The Apostle Paul finishes up with all the sins that accompany a rebellious nature that refuses to recognize the one true God.
Rom 1:29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,
/Rom 1:30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,
 Slanderer- hateful- boastful- disobedient- which are all counterparts to the sin of pride. Blind pride in action! \
This blind pride we have learned about sets the Unbel and the apostate Bel to live in all of these sins.
Rom 1:31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;
Rom 1:32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.

/Blind pride for the Unbel means the continued rejection of the gospel until the calling of the Holy Spirit fades to almost nothing. For the Bel it is a state of deep apostasy that rejects God’s word and lives a lifestyle similar to an Unbel. The Bel’s blind pride ensures no spiritual I.Q. and no guidance from the Holy Spirit.\    REPEAT
 ELABORATE

I’ll leave you with what Paul taught at the church of Thessalonica;

/1Th 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;\
HAVE SOME SELF CONTROL…GOD LOOKS AT SEX AS SOMETHING SPECIAL for the right man and right woman…how do you look at it…like a used car that several owners drive until it is old and worthless? 

/God’s design for sex is within marriage (man & woman) with the first emphasis on pleasure (recreation) and then multiplying (procreation). Satan takes everything God creates and manipulates or counterfeits it. God, being a perfect gentleman allows free will to take its course but within freedom comes great responsibility.\ 

