Mat 165
The dangerous dance of Salome

Many of you know about Herod the Great…the great architect and leader who the Roman Empire struck a deal with to keep him in power many years before Mary was pregnant with TLJC.

This is the Herod the Great who though he was considered a genius in the ancient world, he was very aggressive and cruel if you crossed him…the same Herod the Great who called for the slaying of all babies to destroy the coming Messiah.
But the Herod we will note now in Matthew chapter 14 is one of the sons of the original Herod the Great and if you ever read anything on this family it makes the daytime soap operas look like Sesame Street.

This family was vile concerning sexual relations and back stabbing one another & killing off relatives and greedy power grabs for the throne…it is mind numbing to follow their bloodline and the cruel antics they all got involved with…but the Herod we see now is …Herod Antipas and he was given rule over Galilee.

Just so you have an overview of who we are talking about and the historical setting, because he was a puppet king and ultimately the Romans installed a man named Pontius Pilate as the Governor and leader that answered to the Roman Emperor Tiberius at this historic point.
Pontius Pilate was the top dog in the Roman province of Palestine and occupied state authority over taxes, law and order and any & all conflicts that concerned Roman laws and Roman wealth.
Pilate only answered to the Emperor Tiberius and a king like Herod Antipas was nothing but a puppet regime set in place to make the Jews feel like they had some control in their land…they didn’t… it all flowed back to Roman rulership.

The sons of Herod the Great and even the daughters all had devious and perverted habits that revolved around greed & power as well as sexual lust patterns. 
Ok so now let’s get into this study in Matthew chapter 14.
Mat 14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the news about Jesus,
Tetrarch is just a political title like a mayor or governor over Galilee.
 It held the title of ruler over this quarter or a fourth section of the land.
/Mat 14:2 and said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”\
Mat 14:3 For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip.
Mat 14:4 For John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
This was the sick and twisted practices among some of the family members.
Mat 14:5 Although Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet.
The misconception that Jesus was John the Baptist is coming from a place of paranoia.
Paranoia almost always sets into a person’s life due to having too many skeletons in the closet…those who have attacked, cheated and lied to others sooner or later succumb to differing forms of depression, anxiety or paranoia and even a combination of the three can settle into that person’s psyche.
REPEAT
Now there are those in the minority who may have a chemical imbalance and some form or phobia or paranoia may set into their lives…but it is a very small percentage that fall into this category. 
/When God places a person into the role of leadership and that leader is operating by godly standards and Bible Doctrine is the anchor in their life they will lead from a position of integrity & strength. When a leader is reliant on human power & cosmic viewpoint they are in a position of weakness.\ 
REPEAT     ELABORATE
This trickles downhill to those under their authority.
The burden of leadership increases when there are more lives under your authority and the choices you make can bring prosperity or poverty to many people and it increases when life and death are part of the equation. 

This is why a president or leader of a nation had better be prepared for the seat of authority they take and it is another reason the citizens under that leader should respect that authority and do their best to lift them up and pray for them. 
Now with Herod Antipas we have a weak, paranoid leader with a deviant lust pattern that weakens him even more.
Herod Antipas was intelligent but not strong. Which goes to show a very intellectual person doesn’t always make the greatest leader if they lack integrity and a relationship with God. 
/The person who lives within the waves of emotional impulses & sexual desires is never prepared mentally or physically for the role of leadership in any realm. They are devoid of reality and mainly lean on how they FEEL in any given moment. Therefore, outside interferences from life’s problems and challenges leave them in despair and quick to make inaccurate decisions.\ 
Giving yourself over to your lust patterns leads a person to become physically and mentally weaker over time.
Samson from the OT was weakened by women…he struggled in this area. 
Both King David and his son King Solomon fell in this area on more than one occasion. 
 But there is a difference from just having a weakness or soft spot and allowing that weakness to overtake your life.

It comes down to how you handle your emotions and what lust patterns arise in your life. 
The lie of evolution that Satan promoted among men like Darwin set into motion the attitude that we are not much different than animals and we act on our emotions and lust patterns like an animal and GOD did not design us like that!
That is Satan distorting God’s original design and interfering in God’s plan for mankind.       REPEAT

The Bible is a clear indicator that mankind has weak areas and an OSN and that we are to get a handle over that OSN or it will control us!

/1Cor 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.
Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.\

1Cor 6:18 is pointing to not only a breakdown of the human body over time but a corruption of the mind…the thought patterns and desires become altered and distorted. 

Notice Paul tells the church at Colossae in Col 3:5 that we make an idol out of those thoughts that control our lust patterns….those things we keep focusing on and indulge in habitually.     REPEAT

/Mat 14:3 For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. 4 For John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
The person living in emotions and following lust patterns is hyper sensitive and will explode when called out on their behaviors.\
Look who is wearing the pants in the relationship…the wife of his brother Philip…Herodias, who Herod Antipas was now sharing a bed with.
She knows how to control and manipulate Herod. 

In order for us to get into this study we are about to embark on we first need to read Matthew 14 right up till about verse 12. 

Because this all encompasses the lust patterns and behaviors we are going to be noting over the next few lessons.

This next series is one we have to put our big boy and big girl pants on for folks! 
It is going to be centered on sexual lust patterns and perverse behaviors. Just a heads up for any listeners who don’t really understand that a deep bible study means a hard and accurate look at all aspects of life.

When Herod Antipas took his half-brothers’ wife he first had to get rid of his current wife ARETA.
Herod did this with no rhyme or reason he had her locked up for a period of time and then sent her away completely…he got a new wife and treated the old one Areta like an object to just disregard. 

Showing that from the get go…Herod did not respect God’s divine institution of Marriage. 

/Both Herod Antipas and his new wife Herodias enjoyed the power and wealth of their position and would not release that grip of control for anyone or anything. They both had a cruel streak and strong, sexual appetites, but Herodias was much more cunning and controlling then her husband the tetrarch of Galilee.\ 
Mat 14:5 Although Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet.
You see Herod is trapped between a rock and a hard place because he has lost control of his seat of authority and his new wife was mentally stronger than he was and she controlled the situation. 
/Mat 14:6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod, 7 so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.
Salome was the step daughter of Herod Antipas and she was like her mother, beautiful & cunning yet only sixteen years old at this time.\
The bulk of this deception falls on the mother but her daughter Salome was a willing pawn in this manipulation. 
This is all very important because we are seeing how everyone involved in this is manipulating and controlling and at the same time allowing their own lust patterns to rule their lives.
REPEAT
/Mat 14:8 Having been prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.”\
We are seeing a display of manipulation & deceit.
It was a mix of Arabian & Oriental dances that Salome was apparent very good at and they were very suggestive and sexual in their nature.

We actually have very suggestive and sensual dances today that many young women engage in that are nothing more than either an invitation for sex… or a way to control the male population. 
Either way it is satanic. 
Mat 14:9 Although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests. 10 He sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
This is a man completely defeated and trapped by his own lusts and poor decisions. 
/Mat 14:11 And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother.\
Mat 14:12 His disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they went and reported to Jesus.
What you notice is the devious teamwork here between mother and daughter.
/Herodias knew her husband Antipas was lusting after her daughter (Salome) and so the mother-daughter team were able to manipulate and control the authority not only in the house but the one in charge of all of Galilee. All 3 players had deceitful desires and each seeking it’s own outcome.\ 
Herod Antipas was lusting after his step daughter and his wife Herodias wanted revenge on John the Baptist and to silence him once and for all and Salome was seeking to control the household like any teenager wants. 

We have 3 lust patterns out of control and the damage is spreading outward in every direction….first and foremost John the Baptist is executed after being kept in a damp dungeon for nearly two years.
We have a drunken, lusted filled leader chasing after his step daughter…we have his wife manipulating the household and using her own daughter as bait.
We also have a teenage girl who is practicing sexual enticement to control her own step-father. From every angle we have evil and manipulation running rampant! 

You have to realize the historic setting of what was common practice at this point in history. Drunken orgies, promiscuity and even sexual encounters between same sex partners and older adults with teenagers was a very regular portion of what a house party or late-night gathering was like for the very elite and wealthy crowds.
The ancient Greek & Roman culture embraced a lot of perverted behaviors especially at closed door parties for the very elite and royalty. The other aspect of all this is they were open to many gods from different cultures and often these gods were worshipped through alcohol and chemical induced orgies. 

/The sexual perversions that led to sexual idolatry were labelled as part of the Phallic Cult in early Biblical theology. The Phallic Cult is a worship or inordinate attention revolving around sexual practices, sexual organs and or fetish or perverse sexual appetites.\
The phallic cult is part of licentious reversionism and is referred to in 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19, Eph 5:5, Eph3:5; Rev 2:14, Rev 20-23.     
REPEAT
We will tear apart some of these scriptures as we begin this study and again I warn you this is not fluffy feel good messages and it will contain adult content but you will see by the end of this series that the Bible gives very clear messages and warnings on sexual perversions and sexual lust patterns.
Now the church at Corinth was not struggling with legalism but they did have their fair share of religious nonsense brought in by the Judaisers and those who wanted to add to the finished work of Christ….mixing and matching OT rituals with the grace of our Lord. 
There main problem and struggles came from a spirit of rebellion concerning the city itself which was a stronghold of perversion and wild lifestyles. 
/Corinth was a southern Greek city known for culture and shipping ports. It was a bustling city with a mix of Greek & Egyptian gods before the Romans settled into it. The blend of gods increased when the Roman culture brought in the imperial worship of their leaders as if they were deity as well. The party lifestyle and open sexual encounters as part of the elite nightlife and even worship of certain gods was common. The temple of Aphrodite held 1000 prostitutes for temple worship.\ 

This becomes important to understand the backdrop and the landscape or mindset of that era. 
The Greek and Roman men had an appetite for teenage girls and many for teenage boys as well so this was all common practice especially among the wealthy elite.
 It was not something openly done in the streets in daylight but at parties and gatherings at night and in certain temples or clubs. 
So, as we close, I’ll put this on the board so you can get a gist of where we are headed next lesson;
/2Cor 12:21 I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those (BELS) who have sinned in the past and not repented (metanoeō) of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced.\
These were Bels living lifestyles of sexual perversion one day or one night and the next day gathering to worship God as if TLJC was just another common god of the city.  MET-TA-NOY-AH speaks to a turning away….to change your mind or step back and away from something and this is the mental aspect of turning from something with the result that you follow through physically.     REPEAT
 
The lifestyle choices we make every day count….what we habitual practice will take us toward failure or success in the near future. 
/Lust patterns speak to reoccurring cycles that continue to develop in our life and they will almost always spin out of our control and begin to dominate our thoughts and actions if they are not first recognized and second, dealt with through a rigorous consumption of God’s word and principles.\ 
Lust patterns can be sexual…greed, power….food…addictions….any number of substances and behaviors can develop into lust patterns.
/Herod Antipas – was a slave to a pattern of sexual lust & perversion as well as the lifestyle of luxury or abundance. His position of authority only added to his lust patterns because he was rarely denied anything.\
This is the equivalent to the spoiled child…when they don’t get what they want they have a fit because they are not use to being denied. 
/Herodias had developed a pattern of control through her beauty, charm and cunning wit. She lusted for control & luxury, which means her lust patterns revolved around her always getting her way while constantly maintaining authority over ever situation or person in her periphery.\ 

/Salome was developing a pattern of manipulation through her beauty where she was now recognizing she could even surpass her mother and control not only her step-father but possibly position herself for a seat of authority in the future.\





