James #149
Time, talent and treasure are given out of the grace of GOD.

Open up today in 2Corinthians chapter nine RF.
Our recent study in James chapter two has taken us into a new series in relation to not only how we treat others, certainly how we treat the Royal Family. Yet, also a look at how we handle our time, talent and treasure inside the plan of God.
/The Christian way of life is a call into Spiritual Maturity, so that our lives touch out generously into this lost and dying world, not just on a monetary scale but also our compassion and assistance for those in need. It may mean physical, emotional or spiritual support, not just dollars and cents, though that is part of the calling.\
This is a delicate subject matter but it also a necessity. We cannot neglect one aspect of spiritual warfare and our own journey into SM, because it brings some level of uncomfortable learning into our lives.
Many aspects of learning and growing in the plan of GOD, will bring some level of discomfort and challenge into our lives from time to time.
Just like going to the gym…sometimes pain is the only way to gain! 
  
Our look into chapter 2 of James, has us discerning the struggles and strife happening at this church, due to bias attitudes, greed and pettiness. 
/Jam 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?\
There are two areas we need to take a hard look at, that are easily seen in scripture.
Remember I told you there are at least 2,000 scriptures teaching Bels to have a generous nature and to focus on others.

Two areas of great importance revolve around the poor and needy, and the promotion of the WORD of God;
/Mal 3:9 “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the entire nation of you! 10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and put Me to the test now in this,” says the LORD of armies, “if I do not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.\
At this time in Israel, they were once again falling into a lazy attitude about following the plan of GOD.
Tithing is not demanded in the CA, yet the call for supporting the teaching of the word of God is written throughout the Bible from Genesis into Revelation.
It is the same for supporting those in need.
                        REPEAT
Just because we do not live in the age of Israel, does not mean we can ignore the concepts and principles from the past. Especially those that align with the teaching of the NT for the Church-Age.
/Prov 31:9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, And defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Luk 3:11 And he would answer and say to them, “The one who has two tunics is to share with the one who has none; and the one who has food is to do likewise.”\

The approach within the 2nd letter to the Corinthians, is much more of a building up then a breaking down. We know they had some strife and issues of arrogance and loose living very early on in this congregation.
Now once you realize there may have been two other letters lost and that this second one, is directed at getting them back into fellowship and building them up, it makes a great deal of sense.

It is believed by many good historians, the other two missing letters, were very strong and corrective. 
This was the last one written and was fully recovered, therefore it ends up becoming the second one by default. 
2Cor 9:1 For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the saints;
The Apostle Paul is stating - I know I am writing again about some similar teachings, I am going above and beyond for a purpose.
/2Co 9:2 for I know your willingness, of which I boast about you to the Macedonians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared (paraskeuazō) since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of them.

The Apostle Paul knows that the past year there has been spiritual growth in Corinth. Titus had helped get them in order and now Timothy was back there.\ 
HAD BEEN prepared (POR-OSCA-OD-ZO), they have been through a learning process and a growing process. They had been willing to stay the course even during reprimands and difficulties.
                              REPEAT
Achaia was the southern region of Greece where the congregation of Corinth had now established a strong following.
Paul is on the road in the north, in Macedonia and had sent word ahead about his arrival. 
/The Apostle Paul had mentioned the generosity (2Cor 8) of the Bels at Macedonia (north) and now he could include the congregation at Corinth in this generosity as well. They had learned how to stop the pettiness and fleshly behaviors and grow into maturity. No Christian walks into SM overnight, it is usually a process of growing pains and stumbling blocks along the way.\
The important part is the majority did not quit, they dropped some of their arrogance toward the Apostle Paul and were now gathering a generous gift to help the ministry.
This was designed to not only support the Apostle Paul in his travels; it was also designed to make sure the men he travelled with had food and supplies as well.
/2Co 9:3 But I have sent the brothers, in order that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this case, so that, as I was saying, you will be prepared;

 More than likely Titus and Silas, or possibly Dr. Luke would arrive first to make sure everything was in order. The Apostle Paul is giving them time and grace, yet he is still expecting the offering.\
As a leader you have to be aware and open about financial issues.
In fact, as a pastor-teacher you have to alert the congregation of financial struggles as well as success.

You can never shy away from these topics because it may hurt the ministry in the long run.
In the end – the buck stops with the leader, in this case it was the Apostle Paul.
2Co 9:4 otherwise, if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to mention you—would be put to shame by this confidence.
In other words, this congregation had gained a lot of ground in the last year and several of the men under Paul were impressed and speaking out about them.

The prior year they had been withholding financial gifts and criticizing the Apostle Paul.
2Co 9:5 So I considered it necessary to urge the brothers that they go on ahead to you and arrange in advance your previously promised generous gift, that the same would be ready as a generous gift, and not as one grudgingly given due to greediness.
The greedy attitude had been there early in the formation of this congregation at Corinth and yet it was predominately a wealthy region of Bels.
/The Apostle Paul built this set of congregations in Greece, Corinth, Thessalonica and Macedonia, they were the result of his hard work and the men who were under him. Corinth took several years to get off the ground as far as generosity and growth. At this historic point (56-57 AD) Paul was in the process of stepping into full time ministry and only part-time tent making. The church at Phillipi would generously help this become a reality a short time later.\   
When the Apostle Paul collected an offering, it would be a longer process. Many times, several months of offerings were held onto and then given so Paul and his men could travel for months at a time without worrying about financial needs.
He is using a little extra push within this letter to keep them motivated properly.
2Co 9:6 Now I say this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows generously will also reap generously.
This is the biblical standard for generosity.
We do not live in the age of tithing, contrary to what some churches may tell you.
/2Co 9:7 Each one must do just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Every Christian should be a giver. Even with small resources some cannot give much but it is still important that they give, and that they give with the right kind of heart. God looks at the heart.\ 
Let us close today in the gospel of Mark chapter 12 RF.

Your $10 gift to a charity or a ministry, may not seem like much, but GOD knows your heart and that $10, alongside dozens of other people make a huge difference. 
Look what the Apostle Paul was saying about how the body works in unity to help one another – the Bels in Macedonia were giving support. Because they were generous, Apostle Paul and his men could continue working at other churches, like Corinth;  
/2Cor 8:14 at this present time your abundance will serve as assistance for their need, so that their abundance  also may serve as assistance for your need, so that there may be equality;\

I can speak from experience, that because of the generosity of certain people who give monthly support. I am able to write books, study 30 or 40 hours a week, teach 3 hours a week, run an on-line bible ministry, also prepare for Bible conferences.
Tell me honestly, who can work 40 to 50 hours a week and survive on a few dollars a week?  
It’s not my job to beg people, or worry about how I can eat and pay my bills every month…no one can focus and work hard when poverty is knocking on your front door.
God is the one who is watching you, looking at your heart…it’s not me. 
/Mark 12:41 And Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and began watching how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large amounts.

Jesus was teaching a lesson to HIS future church leaders. This is a lesson designed to teach Christians about their attitude of giving and serving.\ 
Notice – Jesus sat HIMSELF next to the treasury box on purpose. 
HE was also giving a hard lesson to the religious crowd.

Mar 12:42 And a poor widow came and put in two lepta coins, which amount to a quadrans.
/GOD is more interested in how we give than in how much we give. In seeing how the people gave, Jesus wasn’t studying technique. He looks more at motive and the heart. The widow put her two cents in – she gave both coins (a quadrans today, is less than $1), all she had. A wealthy man can put in a $100 and it is a large amount, yet it is not at all equivalent to what this widow gave. She gave from all she had, he was giving from his left-over abundance.\ 
Mar 12:43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury;

/Mar 12:44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

God is never calling us into extreme giving to the point of hurting our own family. HE does want us to have a generous heart, that places others and HIS word, high on our priority list.\ 
Giving according the principle of grace guarantees blessing. Giving from arrogance with strings attached, or for show is never blessed by God. 
                       REPEAT
/In grace giving the person gives of self, the person gives from the proper mental attitude, and the person gives of his money, time or talent. Money that is given in a grace basis is always accompanied by a mental attitude focused on the WORD, filled by the HS. It is always connected with the right motivation. In grace giving the Believer sows in grace and reaps in grace.\
In the OT the tithing was to cover expenses for the nation of Israel it was a type of tax. Part of that went to the Levitical order for the temple and its workers and priests. 
The priests and prophets did not have part time jobs; they had to focus on the WORD of GOD. In doing so the Israelites supported them with food, clothing and whatever they needed.

The shadow of that today is seen in the reality of the gift of church leadership, pastor-teachers or evangelists. 
/1Tim 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING,” and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”\
Part of an oxen’s job was on the threshing floor.
The oxen worked the field then got to eat. At the same time his stomping around and eating on the threshing floor also helped to separate the grain from the husk. 
Support the oxen, let him do his job and allow him to earn his reward. 
The double honor speaks to having a good teacher or qualified leader, and you give them respect and bless them generously.
That is the word of GOD not Pastor Rick.
When you kick against these principles you are rejected the WORD of God not me. 
If I am not the right pastor-teacher for you I understand…move along, don’t take advantage of everyone else’s generous nature.

It is always the minority that support the majority – the body of Christ is usually operating with body parts missing, or body parts refusing to function in unity.
 
/1Cor 9:14 So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.

Gal 6:6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.\

