Mat 174
The Phallic Cult defiles the mind and the body

Let’s finish this series up today back in 1Corinthians chapter six. We know that Corinth was a thriving city with a strong sexual influence wrapped up in the worship of the Phallic Cult.

/1Co 6:12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.
The Church age Bels have a law of liberty that is rooted in the grace of God, but not a law that promotes sin.\
As a CA Bel you have the right to have your privacy & freedom but you also have a responsibility to accept your commitment to Christ as your first priority.

This is why a Bel needs to grow up spiritually. What you eat & drink and the places you go are between you and God they are not subject to Christian debate and OT rules and Mosaic laws. 
Exousiazō – EX-SUE-CE-AH-GO
Is the Greek verb - to be mastered.
It is used for complete authority or power or even jurisdiction over something or someone.     REPEAT
That is the key…what is controlling you and how much has something or someone interfered or dominated your life, is TLJC now second to that person or that substance or practice?  
REPEAT
/1Co 6:13 Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality (porneia), but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.
Where we get our word pornography from. Covers same sex relations, incest and fornication such as adultery or sexual worship in the sense of orgies.\
PORN-NI-AH – covers a multitude of sexual sins outside the marriage bed. Why is Paul using this strong of a word because this is the lifestyles & norms and standards in Corinth at this historic point.
Pornography destroys marriages and it infects the mind of the watcher almost like a drug, it changes thought patterns over time. There is secular science that backs this up!
1Co 6:14 Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.
/1Co 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!\
Keep in mind the Apostle Paul is teaching to a group of Bels, many of them from the Greek culture, who struggled with loose living and are surrounded by the worship of the Phallic Cult.
What the Bel accepts into their daily lives becomes the issue. 
Is the cosmic system controlling your thought patterns… are there habits that can lead to addictions or lifestyle choices that will put you outside the plan of God? 
/1Co 6:16 Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.”
Paul is recalling the original sexual command for a man & woman in the Garden. (Gen 2:24)\
This means what you attach yourself too in the intimate sense will tangle up into your life and become a part of who you are.       REPEAT 
One flesh speaks of body, soul & mind.
1Co 6:17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
/1Co 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.
Most sins have outward effects upon self & others this sin does damage inward meaning the soul structure is corrupted.\
Pheugō - FU-GO is a strong Greek verb, not just FLEE, meaning to completely vanish or remove to escape danger.
1Co 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
1Co 6:20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

/You’re to operate in your position and set that as a standard in your life, not the cosmic viewpoint and satanic agendas we see all around us each day. Your position is your unique union in Christ;
His eternal life                 His royalty
His righteousness           His priesthood
His election                      His destiny     
His sanctification            His Family\

That is what we share in and in this temporal body in time we are to grow closer to HIM and resemble HIS lifestyle & mind, not Satan’s.
Sex is designed, of course, by God for right man, right woman relationship only. This marriage relationship protects the right man and the right woman. But it must be remembered that sex is not love, sex when properly used is an expression of God’s love relationship. 

Adultery may be categorized as fornication, seduction of a member of the opposite sex, or it may be categorized as abnormal as I previously noted. 
The Bible clearly prohibits adultery which by now in this series should be clear. It is prohibited in the Mosaic law — Exo 20:14; Deu 5:18. 
It is prohibited in the NT— 1 Cor 6:18; Acts 15:20; Col 3:5; 1Thes 4:3. 

/Act 15:19 “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.\
Strangled in blood speaks to those still were seeking to sacrifice animals when TLJC had already completed the fulfillment of OT prophecy and was the sacrificial lamb for all of us. Also, the fact that many other cultures were involved in animal sacrifice to foreign gods. 
/1Thes 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;\
Self-control has great meaning inside the plan of God and I’m not talking about denying yourself like the religious crowds do which is a show of the flesh called - ascetism.   REPEAT

I am talking about recognizing a weak area and past failure and making adjustments through your relationship with God…a big difference. 

In Colossians chapter 3 we can note – that Colossae was in the Lycus valley which includes Laodicea and it had some influence from the Phallic cult we are studying. Reversionism became a problem in and around this region.

/Col 3:5 Therefore consider (nekroō) the members of your earthly body as dead (nekroō) to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
Because we live in a flawed system with a daily condition (OSN) that can distract us we need awareness which comes from our spiritual IQ to live in the new nature.\
NECK-RO - is death used twice here in the Apostle Paul’s description. This death often was used to refer to a lack of power….like a broken down body, sexually impotent was also a common use for the word. 

Don’t give the lust patterns (OSN) the power, give the new nature the dominance in your heart. 
It begins with thoughts that are allowed room to grow.
Incidentally, mental adultery is prohibited — Matt 5:27,28.

/Mat 5:27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.\
This is TLJC speaking.
The thought process ignites the sin, it means you are rolling this thought around in your soul structure….this is not a passing glance but a process of allowing the OSN room to gain ground.
/The damage of the soul through thought patterns controlled by the OSN kindles emotional responses such as a frantic search for happiness. The reversionistic destruction of the soul comes from the wrong attitude toward Bible doctrine resulting in setting up in the soul structure reactor factors of one kind or another. \

The reactor factors are emotions in control…they always begin with something like apathy toward God, negative volition toward authority and a subtle rejection of BD. Boredom or disillusion or discouragement, frustration, are all intensified by mental attitude sins such as bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, pride, hatred, and so on.
Vicious cycle! 

These are the reactor factors that start because a Bel is out of sorts with regard to the Word of God.

In other words, he has the beginning stages of backsliding which means negative volition toward truth. 
/Reactor factors under the activity of the old sin nature always lead to a frantic search for happiness. There are many types, or trends. Adultery, addictions, sexual lust patterns, greed… etc. The frantic search for happiness, once begun, intensifies over time.\

 The three stages — reaction, frantic search for happiness, intensification — are already based upon apathy and indifference to the Word of God. 

But now comes the strong negative volition, the total antagonism or total apathy, or total rejection of the authority of the pastor, or conflict with someone in the congregation. Whatever it may be, all of these things start the next phase of the destruction of the soul which is the confirming of negative volition toward doctrine.
This negative volition automatically starts the opening of the vacuum we studied, through which come the doctrine of demons;
/1Tim 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,\

This sort of information comes into the left lobe of the Bel and that Bel is now under the influence of doctrine of demons. This is called demon influence in contrast to demon possession. No Bel can be demon possessed.
/Demon influence makes a patriot into a traitor, a conservative into a liberal, etc. All of the demon influence concepts cause the person to take in the doctrine of demons, and this is called “darkness.” This is blackout of the soul. It causes hardness of heart or scar tissue on the right lobe.\      ELABORATE
(Distinct personality changes)

All of the stages of backsliding are destructive to the soul of the Bel because it is a process of wiping out BD and replacing those thoughts & patterns with cosmic viewpoint. 
REPEAT
This is why the Bible repeats so many important principles because they can be easily lost once the Bel takes in false doctrines from the cosmic system.
Wise, King Solomon repeats the advice he got from his father KING DAVID about the word of God;
/Prov 6:21 Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck. 22 When you walk about, they will guide you; When you sleep, they will watch over you; And when you awake, they will talk to you.\
The Bel who becomes lazy or careless about their relationship with God will consume whatever the cosmic system throws at them during the course of their contact in the world.
The reality is we spend more time in the world then in the WORD…it can’t be helped so this is a serious issue. 
What can happen is what I taught you when we looked at Ephesians chapter 4.

/Eph 4:18  being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
This is a self-betrayal which leads to self-destruction.\
Self-betrayal and self-destruction exist in the field of idol worship, false doctrine and fornication within the Phallic Cult. 
Spiritual destruction is brought out by insatiability toward things called greed, meaning a lust out of control in the field of sex it’s called fornication, a frantic search for happiness can go in many directions, greed for money or power, sexual perversions and satisfaction of ungodly appetites.  

The physical destruction of the body is also mentioned in what we just looked at in 1Cor 6:13-18. 
In other words, promiscuity does have a destructive effect on both the male and the female body. 
/The original design of marriage was both male and female remain chaste until marriage at that point sexual pleasure was designed to be fulfilling and exciting. As they both grow together with no outside influence or corruption of mind or body the sexual relationship grows deeper, greater pleasure is gained. Any distortion or short cut in this process corrupts capacity & soul capability which in turn leads to disfunction or dissatisfaction in the relationship.\
REPEAT         ELABORATE

/Heb 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
Those who distort or destroy Christian marriage face God’s judgement.\
This is not telling the Bel you can lose your salvation if you cheat.
 It is saying God looks upon Christian marriage in a divine light that can bring greater discipline into someone’s life when they either tempt the married person or that married person crosses the line into infidelity. 

/The concept of right man for the right woman (perfection in marriage) is in scripture therefore the sexual lust patterns (Phallic Cult) are Satan’s counterfeit to destroy and distort that which God created. Whether it is pornography, multiple sexual partners, or adultery it has an erosive effect on the mind & body concerning marriage.\

We have the word of God to wash ourselves clean and God can always make a person pure again over time…if that person gets themselves aligned inside the plan of God and develops a calm mind toward sexual relationships. 

We must make a serious effort to fall in line with the word of God using the filling power of God the HS;
/Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.\
The Bel need only turn back to God seek forgiveness and then begin that journey back toward TLJC.
/Rom 6:14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
God’s mercy is for our past failure while God’s grace gives us room to grow each day.\
Washing sin from your life is step one….name and cite those sins, seek the Lord for forgiveness and ask HIM to not only wash it clean but give you inner strength to overcome it. 
This means God’s grace will be sufficient for your recovery…meaning you know you are forgiven and that each day can be fresh and new.

/Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
Once the Bel has asked forgiveness they need to turn back toward the grace & freedom of their union with Christ.\
There is no sin we can not recover from. Jacob was a liar and swindler….Moses killed a man in a fit of rage, David forced a married woman into having sex and then put a mafia hit out on her husband.

Abraham gave Sarah over to another man to save his life…his son Isaac did the same thing. Solomon married a whole bunch of different women, many were Unbels. The list goes on and on.
/1Jo 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.\



/Sex outside of marriage damages the soul but God can work to restore the purity & integrity when the Bel makes the appropriate changes and puts themselves back into a love relationship with Christ. Then waits on God’s timing to restore them and lead them to a place of purity ready for a marriage designed by God.\ 
