2Thess #68
The fig tree, human solutions and human predictions.

Open up in Matthew chapter 21 RF.
We are in a series highlighting Israel and the re-birth of that nation.
I want to really drill down on certain prophecies or misconceptions that may lead you astray in your personal beliefs. 
Such as in Isaiah 66;
/Isa 66:8 “Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be given birth all at once? As soon as Zion was in labor, she also delivered her sons.

Many people have leaned on the formation of Israel in 1948. Along with the teaching of the fig tree in the gospels as a standard of measure for the end times.\
They loosely connect the dots and weave a prophetic tale of how we can predict within a few years, certain events like the Rapture or the Tribulation.
I warn you to be very careful of this! 

We have all done it early in our Christian walk because there is a lot false teaching and modern-day prophets that love dates, times, numerology and astrology.
The Bible is so vast and deep that they connect dots of who is in leadership any given moment or what event is unfolding. 
What numbers and dates align and then they gather scripture and connect unrelated dots to one another.
These next two lesson we will look at prime examples of this confusion.

Now I showed you something interesting in the scriptures in Isaiah chapter 62 that may shine a light on somethings, yet even with that we need to have caution, not to read too much into it as well.  

This portion of Matt 21 is after the emotional crowd waving palms as Jesus Christ rode into the city in prophetic fashion on a donkey. 
Also, this would be after Jesus Had flipped over tables in the temple and cleared out the moneychangers. 
TLJC spent the night in Bethany and rested.

He had already had a big day prior to this – He had called out the greed of the temple and the Jewish leadership. 
The emotional crowd was whipped into a frenzy not truly understanding the difference between the 1st and 2nd Advent - now HE is headed back to Jerusalem. 
The scene in the temple was extremely controversial.
So, all of that was the straw that broke the camel’s back for the religious crowd.

The legalistic leaders of the Sanhedrin were already busy working on a plot to discredit and kill our LORD, this added a great deal of fuel to their personal fire of arrogance and bitterness toward HIM. 

Mat 21:18 Now in the early morning, when He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
/Mat 21:19 And seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except leaves alone; and He said to it, “No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” And at once the fig tree withered\
In God’s perfect plan, this dying fig tree was right near the road that Jesus and His followers were walking on.

There are no coincidences in the plan of God.
Mat 21:20 Seeing this, the disciples were amazed and asked, “How did the fig tree wither all at once?”
Mat 21:21 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.
Mat 21:22 “And whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive it all.”

Our focus today into the next lesson will turn toward the fig tree.
Many of you know the fig and fig tree have great meaning in scripture.
Fig leaves are associated with the first act of human good in the garden.
In Gen 3:7 - there are some who will debate the fig leaves used by Adam and Eve, but from all historic accounts, it was fig leaves that they used to cover themselves up. 
/Gen 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves waist coverings

The truth of spiritual death was now opened up to them, they now knew good and evil.\
Their fleshly conscience is awakened and it points to the OSN ignited for the first time in human history.
They now became fully aware of their flesh, the purity of spirituality which was a full spiritual union with Christ is now interrupted by the sin nature. 
They immediately go to a human solution – the fig leaves. 

When a first mentioned principle occurs in scripture it means you should always go back and examine it thoroughly. 
You will almost always find the principle holds firm throughout scripture. 

Remember scripture helps interpret scripture. 
Even when it pops up again in a different definition or use, you will find it has deep connections to the first time it was used in scripture.
The term used-  fig leaves, in the original context has an Aramaic background – TEY-HEY-NA and it is a direct term used for the fig tree itself. 
/The fig now becomes affiliated with human works in one realm or another. Religion, human works, covering up away from God, separation or discipline all become closely related to the fig tree. The fig is also noted as something God will use to measure or allow into HIS plan related to fallen man. The fig tree itself is sometimes pointing to God’s people in scripture.\

The prophet Hosea used the analogy about the nation of Israel and the fig tree in a prophetic warning;
/Hos 9:10 I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your forefathers as the earliest fruit on the fig tree in its first season. But they came to Baal-peor and devoted themselves to shame, And they became as detestable as that which they loved.\

For king Hezekiah (Yahweh is my strength), the fig became something GOD used to extend his life.
He took the throne around 716 BC after his wicked father King Ahaz had died. 

Because Hezekiah had been faithful early in his reign and had brought back the true worship of the God of Israel - God would show mercy on him when he prayed and cried out. 
Sometimes we need to be very careful what we pray for.
Unfortunately, Hezekiah did not use that grace gift of extra years of life for spiritual growth. 
/Isa 38:5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of your father David says: “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life

Part of the healing process for Hezekiah had to do with some boils on his body and God uses the fig as a symbol of His power.\
The fig in the hand of mankind became a system of hiding and covering up from sin, a works program.
Notice the fig in the hand of GOD;
/Isa 38:21 Now Isaiah had said, “Have them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, so that he may recover.”

God can use figs to heal the human condition, mankind cannot heal or save the human condition no matter how they counterfeit spiritual elements.\

The use of a fig tree is important in scripture, it is even more important of what the condition of the fig tree is in and when it is being described.
                 REPEAT
The falling of a fig from a fig tree is used to depict God’s wrath or divine destruction of a nation under discipline.
/Isa 34:4 And all the heavenly lights will wear away, And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; All its lights will also wither away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the fig tree\
There are descriptions of fig trees related to the wrath of God.

God’s discipline is connected to the fig tree as well, again - how is it being used and what is the condition of the fig tree becomes important to the study.
The prophet Jeremiah warned of the discipline of God falling upon the nation of Israel.
/Jer 8:13 “I will certainly snatch them away,” declares the LORD. “There
will be no grapes on the vine and no
figs on the fig tree, and the leaf will
wither; And what I have given them will pass away.”’”\
The point being is that by the time the fig tree is faded and no longer gives forth fruit it may be too late.

Divine discipline does not come until ample warnings have been given.
God gives the solution before the problem – mankind ignores the word and the warnings of God.

The fig tree was used to measure the place of where the nation of Israel was at.
The divine production of Israel is noted in Mat 21:19. Israel was charged with the sacred mission of accurately carrying God’s word and evangelizing for TLJC.
They had failed miserably. 
They become experts at evangelizing and promoting false religions of the BAAL system at different points of their history.             REPEAT
/Mat 21:19 And seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except leaves alone; and He said to it, “No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” And at once the fig tree withered

This is an example of the nation of Israel, it was at its end of giving any fruit. The CA would now interrupt the age of Israel after the Cross.\
The last cycle of discipline was now at hand for the Jews.
Lack of divine production destroyed Israel in 70 A.D. - Israel is the fig tree and they were the custodian of divine truth. In that parable in the gospel of Matthew 21 is very prophetic about the fall of Israel. It is also very prophetic about the dispensation of the Church opening up.
Turn to Luke chapter 21.

We will look at something shown in Luke 21…Matthew chapter 24 and Mark 13.
The parable of the fig tree in these chapters indicates the pattern of Israel in the Tribulation. 

There is a future reference within these scriptures. 
The disciples were questioning Jesus about the coming kingdom. 
Many of you know this, as HE began to say there will be wars and also rumors of wars, earthquakes – nation will rise against nation…HE tells them this must all happen as the coming Tribulation period arrives.
/Luk 21:20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.

This is a future reference to the coming Tribulation period. This will be in the last 3 ½ years of Tribulation.\
HE is talking about some of the final phases of discipline and misery that the nation of Israel will certainly face. 
Now jump down a few verses to Luke 21 verse 25;
Luk 21:25 “There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves,
Luk 21:26 people fainting from fear and the expectation of the things that are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

Those who keep prophesizing we are in the tribulation now, are completely clueless to the depth of what will happen during that time – especially in the closing months of the 7 years of Tribulation.
Luk 21:27 “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
/Luk 21:28 “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

This was all taught and written for the benefit of the future CA Bels. The humanity of Christ had no idea of exact times, dates and exact details of the end time events. Jesus describes trends in history and weather patterns.\ 
Yet today - and over the years we have had so-called experts and teachers, tell us exactly every detail of these future events.
Because they have so much greater insight and wisdom then Jesus Christ.

Notice the clear call of the second advent at the worst time of the 7 years of tribulation…it will be in the heat of the war of Armageddon. 

/Luk 21:29  And He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees: 30 as soon as they put forth leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near.

TLJC is saying we recognize what season is coming by how the crops and trees grow and if the fig tree is giving forth fruit. Spiritual discernment! \
Luk 21:31 “So you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that the kingdom of God is near.

Jesus is highlighting future prophecy that these men will eventually put together after HIS ascension and session, once the HS has come down upon the CA Bels.

Now comes a verse that has been conflated with Isaiah chapter 66.
/Luk 21:32 “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass until all things take place.

This points to the Jewish bloodline. They will not pass until future prophecy is fulfilled specifically for true Israel.\

There may well be a secondary meaning wrapped up in this as most prophecies have multi-layers to them.
Some scholars teach that TLJC predicted that in 70 AD Jerusalem would fall and I do not doubt that may be wrapped up in this - but it runs much deeper. 
A study in prophecy would show you that history repeats itself and prophecy often points to that.
You also have to read the whole chapter and keep scripture in context.
                        REPEAT

We will pick it up here next lesson, as we close - let me explain exactly what we know for certain these parables of the fig tree mean;
/The withering of the fig tree in Matthew 21 was to show how Israel failed, past tense. In this fig tree parable (Mat 24 & Luk 21) the fig tree is successful in the Tribulation. In other words, the fig tree is used two ways. The dispensation of Israel before it was interrupted by the cross is the withered fig tree; the end of the Jewish Age is the Tribulation, and now the fig tree is used to illustrate the success of the Jews as missionaries in the Tribulation. (Rev 7:4)\


