Memorial Day 2024

/2024 PRB Ministry Bible Conference will be held on August 3rd & 4th at the Denver Inverness Hilton, spa and golf resort.
200 Inverness Drive West, Englewood Colorado, Denver Co.  80112
             Classes begin at 10 am  \ 

I felt led to take a step back from some of the heavy material we have been digging into and focus on this important American holiday.
We probably have another 4 or 5 hours of difficult teaching to get through.
It is very important to get it completed but it is some very dark and difficult truth to digest… so a break like we had with Mother’s Day and now Memorial Day is needed.

Knowing so much of our military has been under assault by progressive agendas and political correctness for the past 10 or 15 years. More so… the past 3 years than any other time in our history. 

I think it may be a good time to take a step back and remember those who gave it all for our freedom and our ability to live as comfortable as we have for hundreds of years. 

So today I want to recall a small piece of unknown history or at least a piece of history that very few Americans ever talk about.
Not many people know about Mary Ann Williams - but today will be a day she is brought back into the light by this ministry.

/Mary Ann Howard was born in Baldwin County, Georgia. She was the daughter of Major Jack Howard. She married Charles J. Williams in 1847 when he returned from the Mexican–American War. Mary Ann had presented his regiment with a flag made by the ladies of the city when they left in 1846. Charles and Mary Ann had 4 children. Charles was active politically and rose to be speaker of the Georgia House prior to the Civil War.\

Charles would once again serve in combat during the civil war. You see there was a time in America, that politicians were also soldiers and politics was really only a small portion of their life.

Career politicians did not exist until the late 1920’s. Career politicians were never approved by our founding fathers.

Now while Charles was off leading his troops in battle, Mary Ann did not idly sit by.
/Mary Ann joined the Soldiers Aid Society to support the local soldiers in the war effort. Charles returned to Columbus in February 1862 in poor health. He died within a few days and was buried in the City Cemetery. Mary Ann continued her activities in the Soldiers’ Aid Society and inaugurated the Soldiers’ Home in Columbus. She visited her husband's grave frequently and was inspired by her young daughter who wanted to decorate the other soldiers’ graves with flowers as well.\ 

In early 1866, the Soldiers’ Aid Society was reorganized as the Ladies Memorial Association at the Tyler home on the corner of 4th ave and 14th street. The building is long gone but a monument marks the spot there.
 The officers elected were Mrs. Robert Carter, president; Mrs. Robert. A. Ware, vice president; Mrs. J. M. McAllister, second vice president, Mrs. M. A. Patten, treasurer and Mrs. Williams was elected Secretary of the Association.

/As secretary (the Ladies Memorial Association), Mrs. Williams was tasked with writing a letter to the ladies of the South to inaugurate an annual holiday to decorate the soldiers’ graves. It is for this letter that she is best remembered. Mrs. Williams died on April 15, 1874, less than two weeks before the ninth observance of Memorial Day in Columbus.\
It was Mary Ann who inspired this letter and she was the one who wrote and sent it out.
/Her funeral was held on April 16 and was attended by the Columbus Guards. Ten days later, at the end of the Memorial Day wreath laying ceremonies, the battalion of the Columbus and City Light Guards stacked arms. Then, each soldier proceeded to Mrs. Williams’ grave and one-by-one laid a rose on her grave as they passed.\ 

/The letter Mrs. Williams wrote to her two local newspapers was a request to the ladies of the South to set one day aside each year to decorate the soldiers’ graves. It was long on flowery language and was considered a "thrilling appeal". She did not sign her own name but closed the letter with "Southern Women". It was picked up by newspapers across the South. Many southern states printed that anonymous letter.\

/One person who took notice was General John A. Logan, the future commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). He was the person responsible for the observance of the first northern Memorial Day on May 30, 1868. Memorial Day was born under the effort and inspiration of one, tireless and patriotic woman and her letter.\

I tell you this story today, to not only bring into remembrance those fallen warriors who gave it all for our freedom and liberty. But to remind you of the importance of one faithful person who is willing to do the right thing. One person who will endure and step up and step out even if it is unpopular with the majority. 
Turn in your Bible today to 2Peter chapter one RF.

This is seen in combat history throughout the world. 
The point man, the one solider… sailor, air man or marine, that goes above and beyond and the ripple affect touch throughout history  - touching the lives of others long after they are gone.
Usually the lower rank, the least noticed or celebrated… The Non Commissioned Officers, such as Sergeants or even corporals and privates that step up and step out in the heat of battle.

What pressed on my heart today was the dedication of this one woman. 
It reminded me of the dedicated combat warriors who laid it on the line and so many of us reaped a benefit because of it.
No greater example of this than our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
/Jhn 15:12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 “Greater love has no one than this, that a person will lay down his life for his friends.\

Jesus Christ is the only true hero - the only true role model. HIS selfless nature and genuine compassion live within us. Or at least it should.

Let’s just take a moment and read through some of the Apostle Peter’s teaching on this type of subject matter;
2Pet 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
This is great scripture to point out the deity of Christ.

/2Pe 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,

Everything we need, faith, hope, peace and power is seen in the knowledge o the WORD.\
Your life can be similar to that of Mary Ann Williams.
In fact, God has it destined for all HIS children to make a divine impact…yet HE respects our free will.
/2Pe 1:3 for His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

God’s grace plan was already set in eternity past – it remains a choice of what your time, talent and treasure will go into, that will determine if you accept all HE has already given us.\
It centers upon true knowledge – Bible Doctrine. If GOD has already given this to you this implies you do not have to earn or deserve this in your flesh…in fact everything GOD gives us can not be earned in our human efforts.
HE is calling us into a relationship which means commitment and thinking. After salvation we are called to diligently seek HIM.

2Pe 1:4 Through these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world on account of lust.

2Pe 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,
/2Pe 1:6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,

Salvation takes no effort, nothing but a positive thought toward Christ, recognizing your need for a savior and HE is the only answer.\
After salvation, everything is given to you in eternity past - yet the stipulation is a relationship with HIM.
These are all building blocks.
/2Pe 1:7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.

Godliness is accurate respect, obedience and commitment to GOD – this does take a diligent attitude toward spiritual growth. True godliness occurs at levels of maturity.\
People talk about godliness as if it is a mystical, emotional, experience when the HS comes upon you – that is a bunch of religious nonsense. 
It means you are walking and living in your spiritual life the way GOD ordained it for you, from eternity past. 
/2Pe 1:8 For if these qualities (outos) are yours and are increasing, they do not make you useless nor unproductive in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There is no IF or doubt in this statement of the original Greek. It is one word meaning these things – these items – these qualities.\ 
HOO-TUS, simply means these spiritual qualities are increasing for you.
It is written in a present tense - these qualities keep on growing in you and when they do…you are not useless, GOD doesn’t make junk!
The Apostle Peter is speaking about those who are growing and seeking a serious relationship with TLJC.
                      REPEAT
2Pe 1:9 For the one who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.

This indicates those who are heading in one direction or another – the blind or short-sighted ones are the ones walking the path of a loser Believer. 

/2Pe 1:10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choice of you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

You must step up and step out in your relationship with the LORD. Habitual, lifestyle choices are the call in our temporal walk.\
2Pe 1:11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

ABUNDANTLY supplied because in eternity past GOD took care of everything. We need to simply grow up after salvation and answer when the call comes. 
The abundance - speaks to blessings, crowns and rewards. 
/In combat, often times the team effort wins the day but the individuals in a winning team each play a significant role. When the odds change and the team is weakened, will you be the one to step up and step out and take point, take a leading or more active role? What you do with your time, talent and treasure after salvation matters! \

Who would have thought, a little-known southern housewife, on the losing side of the civil war - would be the one to inspire a whole country to celebrate Memorial Day? 

Your life matters Royal Family – we each can bring forth a legacy for our family and friends that will endure beyond our temporary walk on this earth.
This Holiday Weekend is about our fallen hero’s – our brave and relentless military men and woman who serve so we can enjoy cookouts, family time and we can speak our mind publicly. 
Those who died for our Constitution and the founding documents, that most Americans do not even care about any longer.

There is a reason we should stand for the flag and those military men and women salute that flag. It is not about a perfect nation…that perfection will only come when TLJC returns.
It is about honor, integrity, freedom and those who went before us and laid it all on the line.

I ask you to honor those fallen heroes of the past and those of recent history as well.
I ask you today as a Christian… what are you prepared to do?

What will your legacy be?

What will you stand upon at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ when the question arises…what did you do with the time, talent and treasure I gave you after salvation?

As you celebrity our fallen heroes ask yourself what you are prepared to do in the weeks…months or years ahead, as part of the spiritual warfare all around us today?

Happy Memorial Day.


