Mat #34
A crash course for the Apostles
TYLEE IN WYOMING

In Mat 5…TLJC will remove Himself from the crowd that has been gathering because He is now recognized as a healer and teacher.

/The Lord is now gaining attention because His words are so powerful & His actions (healings/miracles) are unexplainable other than He must be someone ordained by God.\
Mat 5:1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying,
Mat 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Mat 5:5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

/ Mat 5:1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying,\

Now before we get into the beatitudes which are the BLESSINGS from God we need to note a few pertinent principles that many pulpits don’t fully comprehend or teach on very clearly. 

/Matthew chapters 5 – 7 is an in-depth, crash course of BD that revolves around mystery doctrine (dispensations, grace, the Law & the spiritual life). ‘The Sermon on the Mount’ is famous yet the depth of it is often lost due to teachers who inject emotion & secular psychology into it.\

The crowds that gathered once TLJC had taught in and around Galilee multiplied quickly when He added in healings and miracles. It was probably close to 50,000.

Now when we look at Mat chapter 5 we can actually line it up with Mat chapter 10…because it is in chapter 10 we get a list of the original 12 Apostles and their commission with the Lord.
I purposely covered the 12 Apostles last lesson for two reasons.
/The Apostles were needed because any church leader (pastor) needs quality individuals who are committed and serious students that will assist in the building & maintaining of a church.\

Pastors and church leaders need support financially…physically and emotionally…it is a team effort.
No man can go it alone and the push of the crowd was too difficult for the humanity of Christ to handle and He also knew it was time to educate these men who had made the commitment to His ministry. 
The second reason I taught on the original 12 was to remind you…
/God will use various men & women from all walks of life, differing IQ’s and backgrounds…the good, the bad and the ugly, it all comes down to motivation and a positive attitude toward truth.\

There really is no excuse for people to shy away from getting involved in the plan of God. The fact is God can’t use our human strength and pride so He often uses those that appear to be nothing in the eyes of the world. 

/The Lord needed to escape the excitement of the crowd because many were interested in miracles not salvation and Jesus also needed quiet time to indoctrinate His new staff.\
The Apostles were about to get a crash course on BD.

/No one can will themselves into Biblical knowledge nor can they pray themselves into becoming deeply familiar with BD. There needs to be relaxed, focused times of learning and absorbing truth.\

One of the keys to success is a simple word called consistency …ELABORATE
Sports…life…learning.

The Apostles were fed an extraordinary meal of BD on the Sermon on the Mount.
It would all come together over the course of the next few years and they would grow immensely during the 3 year period of TLJC ministry.  
/The Sermon on the Mount would balance messages pointing to a transition between the Age of Israel, the Church Age with references to the end times as well as the 2nd Advent. This is often lost in translation but it is clearly mystery doctrine blended into the message.\

Now let’s look at the beatitudes…
meaning the Blessings from God.

/Mat 5:3 Blessed (inner happiness) are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Makarios- Greek (adj) highlighting inner happiness usually associated with a relationship giving someone comfort.\
MAR-CAR-EE-US
The original use of the word often had a wealth or power affiliated to it…in other words your father or family in the ancient world was wealthy so you had inner peace & happiness because you were secure. 

With true spiritual happiness means even when chaos & misery come into your life you have an inner security and joy that goes beyond human emotions. 

/The first beatitude (blessing) points to salvation-
The poor of spirit= is helpless, born into sin (OSN).
Theirs is the kingdom of Heaven= ability to inherit eternal security (born again).\

The original language of the Greek here would say …inner joy & peace is there for the lost soul…the spirit minus salvation.
The kingdom of God was created for them, there is eternal security only in heaven. 
This is the best translation for today’s standard that lines up with the original Greek.   REPEAT IT
/Mat 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
From this point until the end of the beatitudes (v 11) it is blessings for Bels. \

Those who mourn meaning there is grief in time, we do deal with pain & grief right now in time. But the Bel has a guarantee of God’s power to heal and pull us through. 

/ ‘for they shall be comforted’ - is a future tense, it is a progressive tense meaning it builds over time. The Bel who stays within the plan of God can experience comfort in time with certainty they will have ultimate comfort in eternity.\ 

What is TLJC making clear to the Apostles right off the bat….salvation and the importance of being born again.

That though there will be grief in this lifetime…it is the Lord who comforts. 

Remember the context of these scriptures is a closed & private classroom of the Lord with His future teachers. 
/Mat 5:5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Praÿs- this is defined as meekness not weakness, kindness and a spirit of gentleness that gains its strength outside of self (God).\   PRAUS

This is not a weak person…this is actually a doctrinally solid individual who finds his or her strength from God. 
It is the same Greek adjective used in Mat chapter 11 and 1Peter chapter 3.

This is a gentle spirit that only comes from our relationship with God.
/Mat 11:29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.\
Mat 11:30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

The plan of God needs to be fully embraced because when we see what a yoke is….
/Yoke in ancient times was a wooden harness connecting two animals prepared to work in the field. The Lord has commissioned the Bel for His work but it is done through the power of Spirit. It is not grueling labor or painful.\

The plan of God becomes a challenge when the Bel refuses to grow in God’s grace & knowledge…they neglect BD.

/God is not telling us after salvation sit back and relax…He is clear on the statement that there is work to be done, Evangelizing, growing, speaking truth, building up others and our church.\

Turn to 1Peter chapter 3
Now ladies don’t take this next set of principles personal it is not the point…the point is to look at a certain type of meekness or gentle spirit.

Approach this subject as the future bride of Jesus Christ and you will have a greater insight into what I am about to get into.
1Pet 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.
1Pet 3:3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;
/1Pet 3:4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.\
Prays (praus) -there it is… that word again for a meek attitude… kindness and a spirit of gentleness that gains its strength outside of self (God).

A doctrinal wife can handle the husband who is failing…the husband who is unkind maybe even the unbelieving husband…because they have a focus on their relationship w/ TLJC as their strength.

We are said to be the bride of Christ and in that role we gain great insight toward what our attitude should be by using the analogy of 1Pet chapter 3.

/There is a chain of command in all relationships in life…children are to respect parents…wives toward husband…employee toward employer...etc.  The ultimate authority is God!\

Our respect and humble spirit should be first and foremost directed at God and our future husband TLJC.
These verses in 1Pet chapter 3 talk about being submissive…having respect for authority and a gentle spirit.

/A gentle spirit or true spiritual kindness is not a weakness that allows everyone to walk over us, but a soul filled with doctrine & HS that can handle mistreatment and injustice. It doesn’t become angry easily nor seek revenge.\

It takes inner strength to endure verbal abuse and injustice. A Bel should always be ready to offer forgiveness and let judgment as well as revenge, be put into the Lord’s hands.
/Psa 75:7 But God is the Judge;
He puts down one and exalts another\

This type of humility that breeds the spirit of gentleness is only found through TLJC. 
It is our union with Him…the filling of the HS and understanding that growth in His word are all part of divine humility.

Turn to Gal 5:22 as we close.

/ Mat 5:5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Those who are born again and develop the Fruit of the Spirit are the ones with greater rewards in eternity.\

I’ve taught this more than once in the past year…equality does not exist in heaven. At the moment of salvation we all have equal opportunity and equal privilege to grow in the plan of God.

But free will comes into play and we all become positive or negative at some point.
/Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.\
Gal 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

/The Fruit of the Spirit is singular, it is not ‘fruits’ because these spiritual traits are intertwined and they are what we witnessed the humanity of Christ display each and every day during His ministry.\

You gain bits & pieces of each one of these traits as you grow and apply the word of God…this fruit is only drawn from one source…the power of the HS.

/ These are not human or secular traits they are truly only divine. The world has a pseudo version of each one of these!
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control- each dependent upon the other for completion.\ 

Immature Bels never really grow up enough to have the fruit of the spirit sustain them in their life…they have momentary touches of each but no lasting value to gain momentum. 

Many people cross over the salvation line and within a year or two they want to be spiritual mature and have blessings and spiritual results that are obvious and often times it doesn’t work that way.

/The Apostles would be the exception to the rule as they would get a crash course on the Christian way of life and a 3 year internship as teachers and leaders for God.\

Now take into account these men were walking and talking with God in the flesh.
/The Apostles would have a constant Bible class from God in the flesh 24/7! Then they would experience divine power right in front of them to solidify the lessons.\ 

Their growth was beyond the average Bel because of their role in PPOG.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The Apostles were commissioned as divine assistants to the Lord Jesus Christ within that commission was knowledge & gifts given beyond the average Bel. These men were special and will be elevated in heaven.(Rev 21:14)\
