James #168
Walk IN Christ habitually and receive your full blessings and rewards.

We can open up in Mark chapter ten today RF.
Now as we continue into this current series about the Bema Seat Judgment and the crowns, blessings and rewards that every Bel has available to them, I must address a very tricky subject matter.
This is an unpopular message for the grace Christian crowd… those who think God’s grace, means they live with no accountability, their motto being; I do what I want… and all things are acceptable.
When you understand God’s grace plan, it means you have to teach it with accuracy and occasionally, you must clarify that grace does not mean lack of accountability and no responsibilities. 

This current subject matter and truthfully, the book of James we are anchored in, is a very stern look at divine works, spiritual growth, as well as The Fruit of the Spirit.     
                             REPEAT
They all work and feed off of one another in the life of a Bel with real momentum. 
/There is no spirituality found in guilt shame, fear or anxiety, they are usually associated with chain sinning (flesh). Yet the Bible does speak to a time when a born-again Christian may face a moment of shame. A point where the reality of their apathy toward GOD and their desires for the cosmic system will be revealed. Reminding us nothing is hidden from HIS sight and all things will be revealed.\
God’s justice system and HIS righteousness are of a top priority inside the plan of God.
In fact, everything is filtered through the justice of God.
To deny that shows a lack of understanding the plan of God.
/Heb 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must answer.

Luk 8:17 “For nothing is concealed that will not become evident, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.\
This is not a lesson on guilt or shame because God has no desire that we walk in our flesh like that.
Yet we cannot ignore the judgment factor and justice system we see written throughout the Bible.
 
/Prov 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.
 (Psa 139:1-2, Job 34:21-22, Jer 16:17… etc.)        \

The fact is, after salvation we are called into growth, we are responsible for the time, talent and treasure we have been given after salvation.

There will come a time, most likely at the Bema Seat judgment of Christ where all will be revealed. We know there will be a fire of judgment, not about salvation… but about our divine, good works.
/1Jhn 2:28 Now, little children, remain in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not draw back from Him in shame at His coming.

Psa 119:80 May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, So that I will not be ashamed. \
We are never to walk in shame and guilt, yet there are obvious scriptures teaching us that at some point… all Bels will have their walk with CHRIST evaluated. 

/Phl 1:20 according to my eager expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.\

This chapter in Mark shows us what happened after the wealthy young man approached TLJC, and he was told to sell everything and follow the LORD.
This is when Jesus made the comment that it would easier for a camel go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into heaven. 

I want to look at two separate occasions in the life of the Apostle Peter, that I think speak volumes to a portion of this current study. 
I believe it will remind us what we are called into after salvation;
/Mark 10:28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and have followed You.”

Many of the apostles were concerned as to their place within the kingdom of God, they had given up everything. It was human nature to have doubt or concern, especially while still babes in the plan of God.\
Mar 10:29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake,
/Mar 10:30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.

Blessings are not only in the eternal although they are much greater then, they also can unfold in the temporal life. Along with the challenges and persecutions right now in time.\
Mar 10:31 “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”

What Jesus is referencing, is the fact that Christians who truly keep spiritual momentum and achieve higher levels of maturity, are often seen in the cosmic system as losers or insignificant.
Yet in the end, there will be a vast difference between Unbels and Bels and there will not be equality among Bels in heaven either.
                              REPEAT
/Rev 2:26 ‘The one who overcomes, and the one who keeps My deeds until the end, I will give him authority over the nations;\
What you do right now in time, carries a vast amount of weight in eternity. 

Jesus is basically telling us right here that there is rank and file in heaven, there are crowns, blessings and rewards that set winner Bels apart.
The apostles will hold incredible privileges and authority in heaven;
/Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,

Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.\
I want to also show you the Apostle Peter teaching an important principle many years later, after having doubt and concern about his own future. 
Go over to 1Peter chapter one RF.

The apostles literally gave their lives for the teaching of the gospel and the completed canon of scripture.
The concept that after salvation life is a rose garden and a series of continued blessings just for being born again is a lie.
The truth is… we are called into spiritual warfare and those who step up and step out into the grace gifts we receive at salvation, will be rewarded. 
/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him.\

Equality in heaven is not taught in scripture. Equality happens at the moment of salvation…that is it! 
In fact, the principle of winners and losers is highlighted in many of the scriptures from Genesis into Revelation.

/Luk 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, this is the one who will save it.\
The true you and the true life you are called into is IN Christ – our intimate walk with HIM in time.
This letter from Apostle Peter is a great lesson in Biblical Hermeneutics: the science of biblical interpretation.

This common fisherman grew into an incredible teacher of doctrinal truth and he laid foundations on what we now call Hermeneutics;
/Four basic principles in Hermeneutics;
1. The law of first mention. The meaning of a word is determined by its first use in context. Unless otherwise seen in deeper, detailed context – the first mention principle applies to that word or terminology everywhere in scripture.
2. The law of progress. God reveals His doctrine, His plans gradually and progressively. Illustrated by the doctrine of the mysteries which are pertinent to the Church Age only and became revealed over time.\
The whole of the Bible is like a set of building blocks, or chapters. Each becoming more revealing until it reaches a climax and the whole book becomes crystal clear
/3. The law of unity. This says that all parts of scripture agree without any actual discrepancy. Occasionally what appears as discrepancies are easily resolved as the WHOLE comes together under the light of the I.C.E. principle. 
(Isagogics- historical context, Categorical- scripture aligns under categories, such as puzzle pieces fitting together, Exegesis- original language.)\

/4. The law of recurrence. The Holy Spirit goes over the same ground adding details while building on top of one another and teaching by repetition and layers. Repetition is one of the most important principles in the teaching of Bible doctrine.\
This was written in Rome after Paul had already established a small group there.
Peter is preparing the body of Christ for the pressure that was building under the wicked authority of Nero.

The Apostle Peter became a teacher who used these concepts of core hermeneutics with real authority;
1Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
This was written around 64 AD and it would have been a time of building pressure for the early church.
It also would have been a time that Peter was much more aware and read into mystery doctrine then years earlier.
The 11 apostles had a crash course on basic concepts of the CA mysteries. Especially during the 40 days of Christ resurrected ministry.

Yet it was all revealed to its full extent by the Apostle Paul. He was the master instructor for the CA doctrines. 
/1Pe 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

This means not only eternal security and a resurrected life; he points to blessings and rewards as well as crowns. All reserved in eternity past which can never fade.\
God does everything in eternity past therefore many Christians may leave blessings and rewards or crowns, collecting dust for all of eternity in the end.
Now this is the same Peter who was worried that he left everything as a younger man to follow our LORD.
Now he speaks with a depth of surety and power, that tells us all Bels have blessings and rewards stored up for them in heaven.
/1Pe 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed (apokalyptō) in the last time.

The body of Christ is secured with their blessings until a time of revealing happens. He understood the power of the HS and body of Bels restrain what will happen at the Tribulation.\ 
AH-POC-OH-LIP-TOE, means revelation, Peter is saying the Rapture is a revealing or opening up of the end times.
2Thes 2:7 when the restrainer is removed – then the Tribulation begins.

This was a term used also for a wedding night when the bride is finally revealed to her husband, as they consummate the marriage in the physical sense.
/1Pe 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,

IF - is 1st class condition, there are going to be tests, adversity, challenges and temptations. Spiritual warfare! \ 
1Pe 1:7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which perishes though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
/The test of fire and praise, glory and honor the Apostle Peter teaches upon, aligns with the teaching of Paul on the Bema Seat Judgment in Corinth. The same example of the Believer being evaluated after the Rapture that the Apostle Paul taught 10 years earlier is being taught by Peter here in Rome.\ 
1Pe 1:8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
1Pe 1:9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

/The Bel obtains all the glory of a resurrected life at the Rapture; they also will have rewards for the depth and power of their own faith. The outcome of what you did in your faith in Christ will be evaluated. It will be seen what your FRUIT brought forth and what you applied in your New Nature. Because that will be the determining factor in your blessings of crowns and rewards for all of eternity.\ 

/Mat 5:12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in this same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Mat 6:1 “Take care not to practice your righteousness in the sight of people, to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.\

/Mat 10:41 “The one who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and the one who receives a righteous person in the name of a righteous person shall receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 “And whoever gives one of these little ones just a cup of cold water to drink in the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.”\
/Psa 58:11 And people will say, “There certainly is a reward for the righteous; There certainly is a God who judges on the earth!”

Prov 11:18 A wicked person earns deceptive wages, But one who sows righteousness gets a true reward.\




