Mat 243
The Believer shares the life of Christ

We must accept the good with the bad in Christianity because we know the end result – we know that in the eternal state we are lifted up for all of eternity as part of a Royal family that has no more sorrow…no more pain, no more tears – we are imperishable!

Turn to the OT today RF – into Deuteronomy chapter 21 with me.
It’s a good lesson today to remind us all what we share in with TLJC.

There are principles and facts that the Bel must reach a point of acceptance with and a full understanding of. 
Otherwise this earthly walk will leave us feeling confused or even defeated from time to time.

We know Jesus Christ is called the second Adam and one reason is that it has to do with the humanity of Christ being born in unique fashion as was the original man in the garden.
Also, the fact that everything rested upon Adam’s shoulders for mankind and likewise everything rested on the humanity of Jesus Christ for all mankind.
Two Adams represent the human race, one failed the other brought us victory.
Our founding father Adam failed in the garden yet where he failed our savior TLJC in HIS humanity succeeded.  
What Adam lost - Jesus won back and ten times more than just that perfect garden!

We inherited the OSN of Adam and we now inherit the righteousness and blessing of being in union with TLJC.

The Bel should recognize who they are in Christ not who they were in Adam.
What Adam had was corruptible and incapable of eternal life – what Christ has is imperishable and eternal. 
It is all powerful and divine.

The point I am stressing is that when we believed on TLJC we entered a sacred union that can never be broken…and in that union we receive blessings and we accept everything that union provides.

In that union we are lifted up on high but in that union we receive the same type of disdain and attacks that the world perpetuated upon TLJC.

For this period of time, in the temporal world – in these earthen vessels, we realize what HE endured on this earth and we know what we may face can be similar circumstances. 
It is only temporal!
                    REPEAT       ELABORATE
TLJC is an heir to the greatest kingdom in the universe and we are part of that!

/Rom 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;\

Jesus Christ is the firstborn; He is the heir of the kingdom—Paul in Rom 8:29 calls HIM the first born among the brethren the new race of spiritual species.
Because HE is the heir we inherit all that HE has as well.
/Rom 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.\
We are set above angelic beings in the heavenly - we are seated next to the throne. Completely justified & glorified.
Adam may have handed down an OSN and corruptible body to us but TLJC gave us something totally new and more powerful than a weak body of flesh and bone.
 The firstborn receives a double portion of inheritance—Deuteronomy 21:15

Deu 21:15 “If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him sons, if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved,
Deu 21:16 then it shall be in the day he wills what he has to his sons, he cannot make the son of the loved the firstborn before the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn.
There is a standard about the firstborn that dates back into the history of Israel very early on.
Within this standard it points to the firstborn having rank and privilege, this can only be bypassed by God Himself. 
/Deu 21:17 “But he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; to him belongs the right of the firstborn.\
This was a serious standard that even if a man was married twice and had children from both marriages whatever he had obtained was given to that firstborn son.
It meant the firstborn son was elevated and given double portions in land or wealth. 

Jesus Christ possesses the kingdom – HE is called the firstborn as well;
/Psa 89:27 “I also shall make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 28 “My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 29 So I will establish his descendants forever
And his throne as the days of heaven.\

Go over to Psalms chapter two RF.
The descendants in Psalms 89 are the Bels…pointing to all Bels in TLJC.
There is another reason Jesus in HIS humanity was called - the Son of God, it points to Royal inheritance.
We have to understand the historic context of that term… first born son.

/Firstborn (Heb)- bekowr; pointing to the elder son or the first child born in a household.
Bakar; meaning first or given the right as leader because they are first, but also used for the first fruit or fresh, new fruit, to be the first of its kind.\
BECK-HOR  - meaning first born but the root word    BACK-HAR  - means fresh or new. The first of its kind.

When the angel Gabriel came to the virgin Mary, he proclaimed the coming royalty of the humanity of Christ which would come forth from her womb.
The unique God-man, never seen before the first fruit of its kind.
/Luk 1:32 “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”\
Now look at Psalms chapter two with me. Look at this prophecy about the coming Messiah written 1000 years before TLJC came to fulfill prophecy.
 
Psa 2:6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.”
Psa 2:7 “I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.
The future reference to some of this, points us into the 1,000 years reign of Christ on earth after the Tribulation. 

Again, we see the call of THE SON of God meaning royalty - the first-born son.
/Psa 2:8 ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance,
And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.\

Go to the NT – Hebrews chapter one.
TLJC is the unique first Son and the protocol life that Bels are to follow.

This study in picking up your cross needs the uplifting message of the truth that our union is one of divine inheritance and we are under the principle of the first-born son. Double portions.

We should realize the cosmic system is set against us as it was against TLJC and the Apostles.
Bels need to recognize that the times we pick up our cross - pale in comparison to the blessings and eternal security of being in union with the first-born Son Jesus Christ.

The first 3 or 4 verses of Hebrews chapter one point us to the unique God-man Jesus Christ – HIS hypostatic union.
Because it points to God the Father and God the Son but then encapsulates all the divine power God has is in TLJC. 
Heb 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,
/Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.\

Heb 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

Jesus Christ is GOD…HE is the exact representation of GOD and upholds all the power of God. 
We are in union with HIM – we have a seat at the throne! If TLJC is heir to everything than we share in that blessing & inheritance. 

Heb 1:4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
[bookmark: _Hlk55667149]/Heb 1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”? And again, “I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME”?\
The union we have puts us under the family tree of God the Father.
Angels do not have that intimacy with God that we have – we are raised above angels.
/Heb 1:6 And when He again brings the firstborn (prōtotokos) into the world, He says, “AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.”
This is a term for first in rank and first in honor, it is an elevated position. Also used for a first fruit or something unique or new.\
PRO-TAT-TEE-CUS  very similar to our English word protocol…meaning the standard we follow. 
When you break this apart from its root words you see that Greek word PROTO meaning first. 
Turn to Romans chapter 8 RF.

When something or someone is first they set a standard and they are considered unique because no one or nothing was like them before. 

/Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”
All Bels have intimacy with the Triune God meaning we are given special privileges and entered into adoption into a Royal family.\
We share in the Sonship of TLJC – Abba Father is from the Aramaic language and it is an affectionate cry to your father.
In the ancient world it was like calling out Poppa - as you run into your father’s arms – this is a very intimate call.
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,

Notice that my friends – children of God just as the humanity of Christ was called Son of God we too have a new family tie to the one true God of the universe.

There is actually a double portion and double blessing for us just as for the first son in the ancient world.
/Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.\

Rom 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

The cross you pick up today or last year or the next cross you pick up two years from now can not compare to the glory and blessings we receive in our new eternal position of Royalty in union with TLJC.

[bookmark: _Hlk55667563]/Rom 8:17 -  if children, heirs also, heirs of God; If, is in the first class condition meaning - IF and it is true, when we believed in Christ we are entered into eternal security (positionally) and imputed with a righteousness that God recognizes in HIS uniquely born Son, Royal family, Royal priesthood.\

The first thing we inherit is our position which means about 40 blessings fell upon us at the moment of salvation…we are instantly given a new nature and divine power to use if we want too.
Which takes us to the second half of the verse and why Paul points out the suffering issue in Romans chapter 8;
                REPEAT      ELABORATE
/Rom 8:17 - fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer (sympaschō) with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
Again, a first-class condition meaning a true statement but a present tense with that term (pres/act/ind/ verb) -sympaschō. Telling us we are called to do something.\
SIM-PAS-HO 
It is the present, active, indictive verb of a Greek term for suffering - but related to TLJC and in the first-person plural.
Simply stated because we are in union with Christ there is something we share in and part of this means the suffering as well as the blessings. 
                            REPEAT
The first thing we inherit is our relationship to God the Father…then comes the second part:
 Where it reads like this in the original context -“and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, in order that we may also be glorified with Him.”

/It is important to understand the original context in this because part one is by grace alone and faith alone that we receive this inheritance (eternal security). All the blessings of the salvation ministry obtained in that moment – the secondary inheritance points us to something after salvation.\ 

The Bel then becomes a joint heir with Christ and it is different from being an heir with God. 

There is something beyond the salvation goal line and all that we received.
In this section of Romans 8 you need to understand how it is written in the original context.
These two inheritances are two different categories and that is why the conditional clause is set in there the way it is …and breaks the verse down to focus on two separate conditions.

One inheritance is based on the grace of God & power of God the HS igniting a positive faith moment in time so we become born again and welcomed into the RF.
No effort or suffering or application involved.           REPEAT

The second clause tells us - “joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him.” This points the Bel to application and growth after salvation.

This also lines up with Paul’s teaching to Timothy;
/2Ti 2:11 It is a trustworthy statement:
For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;\
If we endure, is set up in the same fashion as Romans chapter 8 we just looked at – this clause - if is a first-class condition because it is true if we endure we have something to gain. 

This is not about salvation but about spiritual growth.
It is also on an ongoing issue written in the Greek present tense - telling us if we endure continually there is a rank of higher rulership bestowed upon us.
Similar to a military person who endures through battle and advances forward they gain greater rank and privilege over time.
                  REPEAT
/2Ti 2:13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
The transition from verse 12 into 13 needs to be taken in full context. The Bel will be denied rank & privilege not loss of salvation.\
It clearly states HE CANNOT DENY HIMSELF – even if we are faithless HE will be faithful meaning eternal security.

2Timothy 2:10 thru 13 are written in a context so as to be read in one reading – many scriptures are set in this fashion and yet some people and even teachers will pluck a single scripture out and use it out of context.

That is how false teaching emerges from some pulpits and sadly the teachers themselves do not even see what they are doing. Most of the time when they are unaware of false teaching it is because of laziness on their part…they do not accurately handle the word of God with a serious study.

 The undeserved suffering of Christ was the status of impeccability. The undeserved suffering of the born-again Bel is in the status of maturity.
There is a vast difference between the flawless, divine purity of Christ and the Bel reaching SM.
The Bel after salvation still has an OSN and flaws or trends that lean toward sin, therefore they may not be able to handle extreme suffering such as Christ faced and shine as HE did under those extreme circumstances. The undeserved suffering of the impeccable Lord Jesus Christ is unique.
/The attacks against & suffering of the mature Bel is designed to demonstrate a capacity for blessing and an opportunity to gain greater privilege in time and eternity. Capacity gained in time gives the Bel greater strength (mental & spiritual) to endure which opens up the blessing flood gates.\
Therefore, the undeserved suffering of the mature Bel contributes to the rewards and blessing of eternity. It also allows more blessings in time because the Bel has proven they will not be pulled away from the plan of God whether it is in time of adversity or in time of blessing.

Undeserved suffering is God’s down payment on future blessing. It is God telling the Bel that He has advanced them to greater things in heaven.

Postionally the Bel is fully sanctified at the moment of salvation.
These blessings the SM Bel receives goes beyond that position of sanctification we received at salvation.
/The suffering from the justice of God to the mature Bel is the basis for reward beyond ultimate sanctification in eternity. This means the Bel habitually reflected the life of Christ under all kinds of circumstances, displaying the power of God and HIS word in their lives.\
This is a Bel who stepped up to the witness stand for God in time and made a clear statement that God’s way and HIS plan are pure & righteous.
They were the soldier during combat who stood their ground, and in some cases advanced onto enemy territory.  

Spiritual Maturity in time is the result of the habitual filling of the Spirit plus maximum doctrine resident in the soul.

/Occupation with TLJC means the Bel is focused on growing up spiritually and they will accept the burdens and attacks (cross), along with the blessings and strength (mental & spiritual). This type of Bel knows when they fall they need only get back up and into HIS plan and never lose focus on their intimate relationship.\

/Being occupied with Jesus Christ means HIS mind (word of God) and HIS life sustain you. Over time, this develops norms and standards in the soul that are life changing and not dependent on human viewpoint or current circumstances. The power of God the HS and the word of God become ingrained into the soul of this Bel, as daily practices and problem-solving tools.\
 
