James #111
Humiliation is the result of rebellion toward Bible Doctrine.
 
Open up in the OT – Ezekiel chapter 16 RF. We will be bouncing through that chapter, so please pay attention and be prepared to move through it.

It is not a study on Israel, as much as it is a study on how GOD does allow painful humiliation to happen because a Believer has gone so far astray. So far, that they fall into the latter cycles of discipline. 
Humiliation is a result of falling deeper into the cosmic system and allowing the OSN greater influence in your life. God does not desire any of us to walk around feeling humiliated, yet it is a result of making a series of very bad decisions in our life.
                         REPEAT 

/Divine Humility is not humiliation or embarrassment, neither is it pride or callousness. Divine Humility is a result of true spiritual growth;  
Prov 15:33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction for wisdom, And before honor comes humility.\
 
There is no honour without humility. Respect for the Lord is the criterion for true humility. 
Otherwise, you are operating in a counterfeit of some form of cosmic system humility, or a human viewpoint version of true humility.
                         REPEAT
/Respect for the Lord is personal love for God the Father, which is one of the characteristics of spiritual self-esteem. It is the first big step toward maturity mountain. Real integrity will never become a norm and standard without virtue love and from that a growing humility arises;

Prov 11:2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor; But with the humble there is wisdom.\

The only basis for having divine wisdom in life is through this type of humility.
Because divine wisdom is built over time in a soul saturated with BD and guided by God the HS.
/Prov 29:23 A person’s pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.

Humility is teachability and how you respect the teaching of bible doctrine, is the indicator on gaining true spiritual momentum on every level.\ 
The hardest part of spiritual growth comes the months after salvation…once the honey period is over.

Those who truly Love God and seek out a relationship will learn to grow up.

Now a quick background on Ezekiel chapter 16 -- it was a time that Babylon was already overthrowing territories in and around both the northern and southern tribes of Israel.
The collapse of Israel – both tribes, took several years. It involved the Assyrians and Egyptians giving mild resistance, but they basically abandoned any protection over Israel and folded under the power of the Babylonian military. 

By 605 A.D. the power and resistance of the Egyptians folded under the military pressure of Babylon. 
Now comes the real pain for Israel and certainly at this point, the southern tribe of Judah and Jerusalem was collapsing.
Ezekiel was focused on Judah but his message was to carry to both tribes, because at this point the slavery and misery was becoming a reality for the northern and southern tribes of Israel.

Ezk 16:1 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
Eze 16:2 “Son of man, make known to Jerusalem her abominations,
/Eze 16:3 and say, ‘This is what the Lord GOD says to Jerusalem: “Your origin and your birth are from the land of the Canaanite; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.

This has painful analogies aligned within it – it is very metaphorical, God gave them the Promised Land, yet they had to remove all enemies and they did not.\
The Exodus generation instead tried to enslave many of the Canaanites tribes. They also embraced their cultures and allowed them to intermingle with some of their people. 
The enemies became surrogate parents for Israel. 
Now the vision Ezekiel is giving is a reminder that GOD had to cleanse them repeatedly and carry them through this process and yet they kept rebelling.
(Whose your daddy??!)

Jump down a few verses;
Ezk 16:8 “Then I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you were at the time for love; so I spread My garment over you and covered your nakedness. I also swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you so that you became Mine,” declares the Lord GOD.

/Ezekiel is told to remind them that God has always been cleansing them, guiding them and showing them a type of marriage covenant that HE has made with them. This marriage or spiritual bond is held together by an agreement of both parties. They already had the Mosaic law and commands, GOD is telling them I am a type of husband for you (Ruth 3:9), I cover you and provide for you.\  
To spread the garment over the wife is a symbolic ritual for the new husband to do for his new bride. 

Eze 16:9 “Then I bathed you with water, washed off your blood from you, and anointed you with oil.
Eze 16:10 “I also clothed you with colorfully woven cloth and put sandals of fine leather on your feet; and I wrapped you with fine linen and covered you with silk.
/Eze 16:11 “I adorned you with jewelry, put bracelets on your wrists, and a necklace around your neck.

God is the ONE who protected and elevated Israel above the other tribes. God gave them ritual and spiritual cleansing so they could come back to HIM when they rebelled. \

Eze 16:12 “I also put a ring in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head.
All of this is symbolic of what a wealthy prince or a king would do for his new bride…the new queen. 
He would make sure she was well taken care of; her past was washed by his authority and her new role.
He cleaned her up.
Again, jump down a few verses;
/Ezk 16:15 “But you trusted in your beauty and became unfaithful because of your fame, and you poured out your obscene practices on every passer-by to whom it might be tempting.

Israel was secured in the Promised Land and became dominate throughout the land. They began to become arrogant and indulged with other cultures and practices.\ 
God placed them there and God gave them authority and blessed them.
God also forgave them and kept calling them back to HIS grace, even when they failed and cheated on HIM.
 
Eze 16:16 “You took some of your clothes, made for yourself high places of various colors, and committed prostitution on them, which should not come about nor happen.
Prostitution speaks of intermingling not only physically but in a spiritual sense.
Also, of trading favors with foreign lands and seeking blessings or protection from foreign kingdoms. 

Jump down a few more verses;
/Ezk 16:20 “Furthermore, you took your sons and daughters whom you had borne to Me and sacrificed them to idols (zāḇaḥ zāḇaḥ) to be devoured. Were your obscene practices a trivial matter?

They gave over their own children and virgins to be used in ceremonial perversions and sacrificial offerings, to Fallen Angels, the false gods such as Moloch.\  
ZAH-VACH  ZAH-VACH – used twice pointing out the depravity and cruelty of offering your own children and virgins to blood rituals, sexual perversions and slaughter like the sacrifice of animals. 
This had to do with blood drinking and flesh eating rituals as well.
Eze 16:21 “You slaughtered My children and offered them to idols by making them pass through the fire.
Eze 16:22 “And besides all your abominations and obscene practices, you did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and bare and squirming in your blood.

/The reference to the days of youth – squirming in blood, speaks to the many times GOD rescued and forgave Israel during the early years of the establishment of the land. Starting with the slavery out from Egypt and all the struggles thereafter. They had been in and out of cycles of discipline and now had finally entered the 4th cycle when Babylon arrived on their doorstep.\ 
For the sake of time jump down again a few more verses. This is after God tells Ezekiel to give a list of the nations and adulteries they had performed over the years.
Ezk 16:36 This is what the Lord GOD says: “Because your lewdness was poured out and your nakedness uncovered through your obscene practices with your lovers and with all your detestable idols, and because of the blood of your sons that you gave to idols,
This is why you never buy the lie that the GOD of OT was filled with wrath.

HE is and always will be long suffering. What you witness, when you do a thorough study of this, is the level of evil and years of falling in and out of this wickedness.
/Eze 16:37 therefore, behold, I am going to gather all your lovers whom you pleased, all those whom you loved as well as all those whom you hated. So I will gather them against you from every direction and expose your nakedness to them so that they may see all your nakedness.

The result of the last two cycles of discipline is that everything falls apart and it is no longer a private matter.\
The fourth cycle is a time when failure is obvious. Also, loss of personal freedom, any form of identity and prosperity dissipate and it becomes painfully obvious to everyone.
From this historic point forward, Israel will never again have its full identity and authority until the 2nd Advent of Christ.
  
Eze 16:38 “So I will judge you as women who commit adultery or shed blood are judged; and I will bring on you the blood of wrath and jealousy.
/Eze 16:39 “I will also hand you over to your lovers, and they will tear down your shrines, demolish your high places, strip you of your clothing, take away your jewels, and will leave you naked and bare.

The soul of the CA Believer is seen in the analogy of the nation of Israel. Christians can fall into discipline and when it finally gets into the 4th – 5th cycle, the deep sting, of humiliation and loss is obvious.\  

So, when I tell you we are not to walk in shame and humiliation and think that it is true humility, this is exactly what I am teaching you…the truth.
GOD only allows humiliation to enter the picture when it is self-induced by discipline. It is the result of rebellion and unchecked sin in your life; it is not by God’s pleasure and design to humiliate you.
                          REPEAT
This is a great chapter to read on your own someday. 
Let us close with the last few verses;
/Ezk 16:60 “Nevertheless, I will remember My covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you.

The NEW Covenant pointing ahead to the Millennial Reign of Christ on earth.\
The covenant of the youth of Israel is related to the Abrahamic, Davidic and Palestinian covenants. 
Eze 16:61 “Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when you receive your sisters, both your older and your younger; and I will give them to you as daughters, but not because of your covenant. (Samaria & Sodom) 
Samaria (Capital of northern tribe) and Sodom those who went into the wilderness and fell into sin.

Both regions had true Israelites within it.
Eze 16:62 “So I will establish My covenant with you, and you shall know that I am the LORD,
This is all written in a future tense and has not happened yet.

/Eze 16:63 so that you may remember and be ashamed, and not open your mouth again because of your disgrace, when I have forgiven you for all that you have done,” the Lord GOD declares.

Israel will feel the misery and humiliation because of the finish of the 5th cycle of discipline which begins at 70 A.D. into the Tribulation.\
Anyone telling you Israel is currently blessed and prospering while conflict arises every few years over a piece of land the size of New Jersey, is lying to you. Or they do not know their Bible.

They are also run by dark, yet elite families who are not true Israelites. Isreal has not been supernaturally reborn in one 24-hour day yet – because TLJC has not yet returned upon earth for the 2nd Advent.  
                           REPEAT
/God does not approve of humiliation and shame; it is simply a result of a person who removes themselves far enough away from HIS Grace. Sin is the result of the free will and the OSN in cohesion, just as humiliation and shame are from the old sin nature. God allows for this, yet it is not part of HIS original perfect design in the Garden. Therefore, understanding the perfect plan of GOD from eternity past, matters for the growing Christian.\ 
There is no need for confusion or frustration once you grow toward maturity and study the word with a greater depth of accuracy.
This takes HUMILITY…not humiliation.
/Humiliation can only be allowed and used by GOD for the greater good of HIS plan and the growth of a Bel. When a fellow Christian engages in manipulation of others, or self, by administrating shame, guilt and humiliation, they have stepped over a boundary that is abrasive and sinful toward GOD. Walking in self-induced humiliation is foolish and sinful. Pushing others into shame, guilt or humiliation is not only a sin, it displays a deep arrogance and legalism within the soul.\ 







