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WE MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN.

There may be no greater time than our current day…..today, for Christians to begin to finally realize the battle we are called to fight requires not only deep, doctrinal knowledge and maturity. But, also, a certain finesses and calm assurance in all of our approaches to life’s circumstances. 

By that I mean family life, social interactions and certainly any type of authority driven environment we find ourselves in.

The truth be told, every environment, every day - has human authority and establishment authority we need to live in. A chain of command exists in so many of our day-to-day situations. 

Just driving your car down any street, we have laws and regulations that are enforced by the police – that is a system of authority.
When you go to work even if you are self-employed – you answer to the authority of your customer. 
The family unit has parents in authority and the marriage in true Christianity has the husband at the top of the chain of command.
The Bel is called to be an authority over their own soul. That soul is designed to respond appropriately to the word of God. There is a chain of command within your very soul structure that you should always recognize;
/1Cor 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.
                                              (Eph 5:23) \
God is the ultimate authority.
He has designated the doctrine of authority. 
When that authority and chain of command is interrupted, or undermined - misery and discipline eventually follow.
Every time we allow the OSN to take control, we buck against divine authority - we attempt to break the chain of command. 
                     REPEAT
Let us open up today in Acts chapter 4 Royal Family. 

/God and HIS word have to be the priority in the Christian life. Otherwise, every authority driven situation or chain of command we face, will lack true integrity and also stability of your soul. Authority has to be upheld and yet corrupt or evil authority, can lead a Believer into not only sin but physical danger. Rebellion or aggressive solutions are not the answer.  There is a time and place to stand against wicked leadership and it can only come from divine discernment.\ 
Even within our circle of family and friends, as well as people we interact with at work or in our community. 

We need to be prepared and operate in real integrity and stability of mind, because unjust treatment and personal attacks will occur.
Hostile environments and abrasive people and difficult situations are not going to disappear, just because you are a Christian. 
In fact, they may increase.
/Jhn 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.

Mat 24:9 Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.\
Jesus never made a promise that once you are in union with HIM – the cosmic system attacks would stop.
Maybe you have passed a few tests in your walk with GOD.  
The best and truly only way, to deal with these types of people and these types of environments has to come from God’s word being applied in your daily life.

Your Christ-like nature is what you want to shine forth. 
That is the only nature able to handle these situations, while simultaneously offering this hostile and lost world a glimpse into the grace of GOD.
Allowing the person and work of our LORD and savior to shine in a lost and dying world. 
That is being a true ambassador for Christ. 
/2Cor 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

Eph 6:20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.\
Even in the worst circumstance – in a prison situation, the Apostle Paul recognized he represented TLJC.

Bible thumping and bitter attitudes that simply fight back in the same rude or aggressive fashion give a terrible example of the Christian way of life.
This Bible Conference - I want to show you solid examples of walking in and applying truth in the more difficult circumstances of this temporal life.

Now Peter and John and some of the apostles had been doing exactly what TLJC ordained them to do.
To speak the truth – teach the gospel to a lost and dying world. To use the temporary gift of healing - to establish the early formation of the church. 
They were following God’s plan - not human plans, not emotions or religious nonsense. 
They were not trying to lead a rebellion nor were they promoting Christian activism in the streets. 
                             REPEAT
Act 4:1 As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them,
The Greek present tense, tells us they had been teaching…and to keep continuing to speak and really teach, to answer questions about the person and work of Jesus Christ.

There was absolutely nothing criminal happening here.
/Act 4:2 being greatly disturbed (diaponeomai) because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

They kept on having (present tense) pain and misery, great discomfort and grieving in frustration over the teaching of the truth of Christ.\
DEE-OP-ODAY-O-MY, speaks to a deep mental anguish or frustration, to feel insulted or pained. 
Do you realize what you are doing here today, right now, causes some people great frustration and anger?
The Sadducees, who were the wealthy and connected, political class. They despised and disagreed with the belief in resurrection – really any teaching on the after-life upset them.
The fact that they were teaching on Jesus Christ and HIS resurrection, was just too much for them to bear. 
Act 4:3 And they laid hands on them and put them in prison until the next day, for it was already evening.
/Act 4:4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.

In the ancient world, women and children were not often counted in these types of historic accounts…this number was probably much greater! \

The Apostles John and Peter were leading an incredible number of people to the LORD.
This was just one event!
/When the Bel is centered inside God’s plan they are not focused on personal or political agendas. They are pressing forward with confidence on exactly the pathway GOD has put them on. The filling power of God the HS and the word are the compass and engine driving that Believer. This will almost certainly ensure opposition and attacks at different points.\
There are literally places in the world that teaching the gospel of Christ could get you jailed, or even killed.
If BD is your foundation and problem- solving device, you will not only expect this, you will be able to endure it!

/Even when the attack or stumbling block comes directly from Satan it was allowed by God from eternity past. Therefore, there is a growth opportunity and a glorification opportunity. Challenges, attacks and stumbling blocks are the Christian’s opportunity to apply spiritual combat skills which glorify GOD and can result in crowns, blessings and rewards! \
Once you get to heaven your race has been run, right now is the time of action.
Act 4:5 On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem;
[bookmark: _Hlk163218231]Act 4:6 and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent.

/Annas the high priest, along with a few others in leadership, were actually known for scams. Money scams with not only the moneychangers in the temple, but local gangs or even road bandits. Backdoor deals from the temple with local Roman officials (centurions) to turn a blind eye was not uncommon. The Sanhedrin was a syndicate of corruption on several levels.\   
Think about some of our political class today. Sadly, even some of the clergy within these large denominations and impressive evangelical teachers, have many questionable practices behind the scenes.   

Corruption & perversion at every level of leadership is nothing new under the sun.
Not all…but many are not who they appear to be!

Annas held power through his sons and now his son in law Caiaphas. 
His one year as high priest lasted many, many years. 
Same thing we see today in our political theater! Generations of power players all connected. 

Act 4:7 When they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire, “By what power, or in what name, have you done this?”

What the Apostle Peter does next is a classic lesson on standing in truth and remaining steadfast in the face of corrupt leadership.
/Act 4:8 Then Peter, filled (pimplēmi) with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people,

The Aorist tense, tells us this was an ongoing practice for the Apostle Peter. The passive voice points to the SPIRIT in control. FILLING power, is an action we take, yet it is the HS who does the work.\

PIMP-LAY-ME, this verb in the aorist tense, and passive voice means to be supplied or influenced, to accomplish or come into fulfillment. 
We have to allow (positive volition) God the HS to fill us.
You make a free will decision just as you did at salvation – positive volition toward the word and the justice system of GOD.
 
The Apostle Peter is not on a personal quest for glory, nor is he trying to impress the other apostles – this is a great example of the two power options in action.
/Act 4:9 if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well,

IF- first class condition, because Peter believes this is the reason for the arrest. The Apostle Peter sticks to the facts, he is not trying to evade or manipulate the circumstance. He doesn’t assume anything is corrupt or negative, even though it clearly is! \
IF… and this must be true, this is the reason I was arrested, that is what the Apostle Peter believes. 
The Apostle Peter references back to the healing he had performed in the temple.

He doesn’t deny or look for wiggle room in anything else.
If you are willing to allow God the HS and the WORD to do its work within you, this can become a skill set you can apply in very difficult circumstances.
A relaxed mental attitude, focused on the facts and God’s word.
Nothing gets blown out of proportion. 
                         REPEAT
/Act 4:10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead— by this name this man stands here before you in good health.

The Apostle Peter stands in the power of Christ, boldly stating truth (gospel) and resting in his calling from GOD and the plan of GOD.\
You get a sense of some divine sarcasm within some of these statements.
PETER states - The same Jesus you crucified is the one who healed this man through me.
Act 4:11 “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER- STONE. (Psa 188:22)
He is dropping OT doctrine on them.
You men are the religious experts – you should know about the MESSIAH!
Act 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among mankind by which we must be saved.”

/God designed you to be exactly who you are – walking in your new nature is the perfect version of who GOD made you to be. Allow the word and God the HS to wash over you. In time, you become exactly who GOD created you to be, not a phony or a cookie cut-out Christian. The Christ-like version of you was not designed to be faked or forced – it is the mind of Christ operational in your day-to-day life.\
If you stay true to this statement you will stand boldly in any circumstance. 
We all become a new creature in Christ at salvation.
It means in this temporal walk the power and slavery under the OSN no longer has to run your life!

/2Cor 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in  Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.\
The more you live in this truth the stronger you will become!

Act 4:13 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
These two guys were local fishermen – their families had been in the fishing industry; these were common working men. 
Isn’t it interesting the men GOD often chooses for leadership roles in the ministry? 
They are not who the majority would pick.
/Act 4:13 - Now as they observed the confidence (parrēsia) of Peter and John 

A joyful boldness, a relaxed yet confident stance, speaking openly and with a strength of conviction. \ 
PARRAY-SEE-AH, really speaks to a relaxed mental attitude, a calm assurance. 
This takes BD resident in the soul.
The American, Biblical scholar, Kenneth Wuest put it like this;
/Act 4:13 And viewing with a practiced eye the free and fearless confidence of Peter and John as manifested in their uninhibited and unreserved manner of speaking, and comprehending the fact that they were without formal education and that they were not professional men but laymen, they began to wonder and kept on wondering and they began to recognize them who were with Jesus. 
                            Kenneth Wuest (1941) \
His specialty was the Greek NT studies, this is a great interpretation of exactly what Acts 4:13 points out.
Those who were with Jesus - because even though they had their own mannerisms and personalities, they had the mind of Christ front and center.

They reflected the teaching and the words of Jesus Christ.
The leaders of the Sanhedrin recognized their faces because the mind of Christ sparked that memory of Jesus teaching to the public.

Just as people can see Christ reflected in your lifestyle and the stand you make in truth.
Act 4:14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.
Notice the Apostle Peter and John shut them down with BD.

Act 4:15 But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another,

Act 4:16 saying, “What are we to do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.

Notice how powerful the truth is. There is absolutely nothing wrong with speaking truth to power… especially corrupt power.
/Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

God does not fellowship with sin or evil. Therefore, boldly standing in truth while in your New Nature will never put you outside the plan of GOD.\
There is an incredible strength when you are in your new nature applying GOD’s word and it appears the odds are against you.
The struggle most Christians have is allowing their emotions to get the best of them…and we all do it from time to time.                    REPEAT
This example of Peter and John under pressure from wicked authority, is a tremendous lesson for all of us.
 
Act 4:17 “But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let’s warn them not to speak any longer to any person in this name.”
Keep in mind this is the high council of not only the religious law and order but the legal committee the Jews answered to within their community.
At this historic point it was Roman rulership and the Sanhedrin who dictated the laws.
/These men were religious zealots, legalists, everything that they stood for was based on the Mosaic law, as well as additions from the Talmud. It was their own unbelief and arrogance that push them into thinking Jesus Christ had disregarded the Mosaic law. Yet in true Christianity when we are walking in the new nature, we fulfill every command or standard including the Mosaic Law! \
Jesus Christ came to fulfill the commands and law – all we need to do is walk in our Christ-like nature and we fulfill our calling under God’s plan.
/Mat 5:17 “Do not presume that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.\


These men were the apex of religion, they represented a system of works as you have never seen before. 
They were working for salvation as well as working rituals and programs for spirituality.  
They knew that Jesus Christ stood for everything that was opposed to their corrupt system. And because they understood that  - they wanted to stop it right then and there.
Act 4:18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.
Act 4:19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, make your own judgment;
Act 4:20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

This is quite the predicament when the Christian understands the doctrine of authority and is now faced with this dilemma. 
The answer Peter and John gave was incredibly confident and also defiant to the leadership of the land.
Yet it was not disrespectful or overly aggressive.
                              REPEAT
Because they were not walking in their flesh but instead in their new nature applying God word. 
This was not a flare up of temper or a purposeful challenge to authority, this was a stand in truth. 
Even during the heat of battle when your emotions are responding in proper fashion, it is possible to stand in truth and forge forward without allowing your temper to get ahead of you;
/1Sam 17:46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I will strike you and remove your head from you. Then I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that this entire assembly may know that the LORD does not save by sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD’S, and He will hand you over to us!”\
Young David didn’t go looking for the fight, but he was prepared to follow God’s plan and finish it!

When you truly are moving forward in God’s plan and within HIS timing you realize the battle belongs to the LORD!
/2Chron 20:15 and he said, “Listen, all you of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and King Jehoshaphat: This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s.

Exo 14:14 “The LORD will fight for you, while you keep silent.”\

There is a time and place to stand against tyrannical authority, there is a proper way as we see the Apostles John and Peter handling this difficult situation.

Respect for authority must be upheld yet evil authority is handled in a specific fashion.
/ If there is a conflict between the law of the land and Bible doctrine, which way should they go? In view of the fact that it is God who causes nations to rise and nations to fall, and it is God who preserves nations or destroys nation, the most patriotic thing they can do is to follow Bible doctrine because it is Bible doctrine that will keep the nation going. When this nation is destroyed it will be destroyed because it rejected Bible doctrine, and that will happen in 70 AD, the fifth cycle of discipline. 
                                     Col. R.B. Thieme Jr.\
The Apostles knew full well what their calling was and they knew full well the depth of corruption within the Sanhedrin. 
They knew both the Jewish leadership and the local Roman authorities were enemies of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
To stand and wait for GOD - doesn’t mean do nothing, and just let the chips fall where they may.
Moses, Abraham, David, Peter… Paul, all the men of GOD are called into action – divine action with the power of GOD.
Act 4:21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God for what had happened;

Act 4:22 for the man on whom this miracle of healing had been performed was more than forty years old.
In other words, some of their healings like this one in particular - were performed on people who were afflicted for many years…some had disabilities from birth and yet they became healed.

Fake healers have all kinds of scams they use to appear as legitimate healers – this has always been an issue in religious circles. 
Having a person planted in a crowd that appears to have a disability and suddenly the pastor or leader of the cult, touches them and they miraculously stand up completely healed. 
Tongues, healings and miraculous signs, are not part of the CA dispensation, after the completed canon of scripture it rarely is ever seen!

Jump over to the next chapter Act 5.

God can heal at any time. God can use anyone at any age, it is God’s plan and HIS healing and calling we should focus on.
God doesn’t concern HIMSELF with age or physical circumstances – HE gave Abraham a Sarah a child when Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90.
Moses was hiding away in the desert for 40 years and then got called to lead the nation of Israel out of slavery at 80 years old. 

Gideon was a frightened young man when he got the call from God – David was very young as well when he faced Goliath. 
Joshua was a go-for and the assistant under Moses for 40 years before he got called to front line duty!

/Never place time restraints and human conditions on God’s timing and His plan. If the WORD of God is the driving factor in any circumstance be prepared to stand strong in it. When the Bel lives within the framework of the two power options (Filling of HS & Word) they grow spiritually and they are prepared to not only have discernment but the ability to stand firm, even within the face of wicked leadership.\

We all face tests and challenges – that is part of our spiritual growth. People testing, system testing, thought testing… these are common in this temporal walk.

Often times when we fail a test we have to face that same test just down the road at a later date. 
Many tests and challenges will pop up several times in a lifetime and once you gain the maturity and insight to stand firm in BD you will breeze through them.

We have two great examples even within our small congregation – Tim & Christina who refused the JABS and lost their careers in the medical field. They are currently in a legal battle over that stance they took against medical tyranny. 
Even with the Christian Exemption letter I gave them they still were fired for not taking that jab. 
You have to be willing to stand strong in your beliefs without violence and accept the consequences.       REPEAT
                             
We will pick it up in Acts 5 verse sixteen – keeping in mind the apostles are already on notice by the leadership of the Sanhedrin to stop teaching the gospel of Christ.
Act 5:16 The people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together as well, bringing people who were sick or tormented with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.
Keeping in mind the Apostle John and Peter were already warned by the officials to stop speaking or promoting anything to do with TLJC. 
/Act 5:17 But the high priest stood up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy.

Sadducees specifically as the political and aristocratic branch were opposed to spiritual healing or the teaching of resurrection.\
This jealousy (zēlos- ZAY-LOSS) means a fervent or fever pitch of indignation and bitter jealousy.
The high priest is a position for the leading and most qualified Pharisee and Ananias dominated that position through his own family for many years.
With 5 sons and a son-in-law Caiaphas, his family was the dominant religious leaders of the land. 
Ananias in particular was like a mafia Don, a godfather.
That role was to be the leading authority of religion and law and yet, one family and in particular one man, was the main authority behind the scenes for many years.  
Corrupt leadership often has a set of cronies or an organized group surrounding them.
It is how they build up a firewall against truth and justice touching them.

The Sanhedrin and the group of Sadducees inside that Sanhedrin, were the leaders of political thought and science as well rationalism and philosophy. 
They found great frustration in the fact that real healing and miracles occurred under the apostle’s ministry. 

/Most of the Sanhedrin’s hatred of the apostles stemmed from the fact the Jesus Christ was seen and heard during the weeks following HIS crucifixion. The truth of the resurrected Messiah exposed their scams and counterfeits. Now the apostles were building upon that TRUTH and it resounded across the landscape for thousands of people to turn from their corrupt version of Judaism and embrace the WAY (Christianity).\  
When evil leadership and corruption is exposed it rarely dies easily. The arrogance of most people is to double down on their own version of truth and attack anything that challenges that falsehood. 

Don’t expect your honesty and firm stance in truth to receive a warm welcome from those who get exposed by it!   
/Act 5:18 They laid (epiballō) hands on the apostles and put them in a public prison.

This was a violent grab and beating, or an aggressive operation to not only arrest but cause physical harm to the apostles.\
EPI-BAIL-LO, this is a very aggressive maneuver – this was not a gentle grip or simply a mild guidance to the jailhouse.
The temple police were ordered to aggressively take hold of the apostles.  

Arrogance and tyrannical leaders always end up leaning on aggressive tactics when they are being exposed.

/The Bel with a level of maturity understands that when they do make a stand for truth, difficult consequences may follow. We can never be shocked or confused that the devil’s world is in aggressive opposition to us.

Jhn 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. \

Act 5:19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and leading them out, he said,

God will be your leader in these situations, this is why it is imperative to understand your two power options.
The Believer who applies the word habitually while filled by God the HS will be given the insight as to how to handle these challenges.
The greater your level of maturity, the more clarity you will have with that still small voice of GOD in difficult circumstances.              REPEAT
/Act 5:20 “Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple area the whole message of this Life.”

“Go” is a present, active, imperative -They are released and given the command, “Go, stand and speak.”\
Three commands: “Go” to a specific place; “stand” means having the right mental attitude, which is a calm assurance, one of confidence; “speak.” means speaking the truth boldly and clearly, until the message is received. 
                           REPEAT
God is not reprimanding these men for ignoring the authority, HE is pressing them to keep teaching the gospel of Christ.

God did not command these men to attack the authority, but to simply stand in the truth of what they were called to do.
Act 5:21 Upon hearing this, they entered into the temple area about daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the Council together, that is, all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison for them to be brought.
Act 5:22 But the officers who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned and reported,
/Act 5:23 saying, “We found the prison locked quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.”

God will release you in HIS timing and HIS way. The apostles did not seek a ‘jail break’. The mature Bel relies upon God’s plan and God’s timing to show them the way.\ 
THIN LIZZY – great guitar licks in that song!
Act 5:24 Now when the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them as to what would come of this.

Act 5:25 But someone came and reported to them, “The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple area and teaching the people!”

They were not hiding out or running away - they stood strong in what GOD called them to do.
Act 5:26 Then the captain went along with the officers and proceeded to bring them back without violence (for they were afraid of the people, that they might be stoned).

/Sometimes GOD will put you in a very visible situation or use other people as a buffer for safety as well as a witness for your innocence in any given situation. Your calling is to obey HIM and stand firm in your Christian walk, let HIM handle the other details. Other times GOD will wait a longer period and eventually reveal your innocence. It may mean standing longer in uncomfortable situations and even appearing as the loser or ‘bad guy’, until HE reveals the whole story.\
Don’t lose heart – God is always working in HIS timing and HIS way;

/Psa 31:14 But as for me, I trust in You, LORD, I say, “You are my God.” 15 My times are in Your hand; Rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from those who persecute me.

Ecc 3:1 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every matter under heaven—\

/Isa 35:4 Say to those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The retribution of God will come, But He will save you.”

Rom 12:19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written: “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord.\

Act 5:27 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the Council. The high priest interrogated them,

Act 5:28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this Man’s blood upon us.”

Though it was the grand design of GOD the Father – the truth was the leaders of the Sanhedrin were the driving force behind the murder of Jesus Christ!

Never forget Pontius Pilate wanted to wash his hands of this crucifixion… and he did. 
/Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.

This was not angry defiance but confident maturity in action.\
There was no apology nor was there an attempt to argue over the details.
This was a confident application of Bible Doctrine. 
Act 5:30 “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you put to death by hanging Him on a cross.
Once again a hard truth is used in a very difficult circumstance, truth is never the wrong application.
You never go wrong when you stick to truth!
/Act 5:31 “He is the One whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

The Apostle Peter was taking the lead and preaching the gospel to the men who had Christ crucified.\ 
The fisherman teaching the religious scholars. 
Even in the face of a volatile enemy the gospel of Christ is what they used, they remained in fellowship and spoke the truth of Jesus Christ. 
Act 5:32 “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”
/Act 5:33 But when they heard this, they became infuriated and nearly decided to execute them.

Blind arrogance whether from legalism or jealousy and pride can escalate quickly into physical violence. They were driven by power lust and the threat to their seat of authority cut their pride to the quick.\ 
The original Greek uses the term - diapriō , (DEE-APREE-OH) which comes from a root word meaning to be cut or sawn in two.

They were cut deep within their soul – their thinking was now under assault, which means pressure and pressure with an arrogant soul is like lighting a fuse – it eventually burns its way to the explosive device. 
                           REPEAT
It is only a matter of time – this was already a sore spot because TLJC had proven the Sanhedrin was nothing more than a man-made system of corruption.
Most of these Jewish leaders knew they had crucified an innocent man.
Act 5:34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time.

Gamaliel was the teacher of teachers – he had a prize student named Saul of Tarsus many of you are familiar with.
Gamaliel was highly respected. 
Act 5:35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, be careful as to what you are about to do with these men.

God always has the right timing and the right people in place for HIS plan to reach its ultimate goal.
This was the grandson of the esteemed Hillel, the founder of Israel’s strongest school of religion. Gamaliel was given the title Rabban (“our teacher”), which was a step above the title Rab (“teacher”) or Rabbi (“my teacher”).
                    REPEAT
Jump down a few verses.

/Act 5:40 They followed his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.

They received the same, skin ripping whips that our LORD did – 39 lashes!\

Keep in mind in a very short period of time, the Sanhedrin would put Stephen to death as the Church Age’s first martyr. 

This is a prime example of corrupt and wicked leadership – tyranny in action. 

/Even when we stand strong within our convictions of the truth of Bible Doctrine, we may be on the receiving end of the cosmic system’s unjust and wicked assault against The Lord Jesus Christ.

Phl 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. \
In the end it will be the difference between the soldier who stayed in the fox hole hiding during the heat of battle. 

And the one who gets the purple heart or the Congregational Medal of Honor for stepping up and engaging the enemy while saving lives.  
                                  REPEAT
(Saving private Ryan – scared soldier)

Act 5:41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
Remember the flogging was usually done in a public manner with little or no clothes on. Tied to the whipping post completely exposed.
You notice after a legal trial, a whipping and beating in public, then a second legal warning from the authorities - what happened next?
/Act 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not stop teaching and preaching the good news of Jesus as the Christ.

This may seem to go against the narrative of the doctrine of authority, yet I can assure you, there are exceptions to GOD’s rule.\ 
Yet it is in God’s way and His timing. It is never done from our flesh – never done from revenge motivation. Never done from mob mentality or any emotional nonsense.               REPEAT
God never contradicts HIMSELF - it is always mankind’s misinterpretation of scripture that gets us confused.
Let me show you an example;
/Luk 22:36 And He said to them, “But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his cloak and buy one.

Jesus was warning HIS disciples that perilous times are coming, times of not only verbal but physical attacks. Be prepared! \
You were never called to be a doormat or a punching bag. 
Or even a perpetual victim to criminality and attacks because you are a Christian.  

There is absolutely nothing wrong with self-defense or defending your family and even the innocent people in your periphery.  
Notice, what does Jesus tell Peter just a few hours later;
/Mat 26:52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.
 
This was not the time or place for violence, in fact it was ordained as part of the plan of God. Peter wasn’t wrong for carrying a sword, he was wrong for using it against law enforcement in this setting.\ 
The Apostle Peter was allowing his emotions to get the best of him.

Remember …if you have been with me for the past 4 or 5 years, I went through a period of speaking and teaching about balance. It was during the Matthew series.

Balance in your life, having a balanced and centered lifestyle – a life that relies upon BD and the filling power of the HS for guidance, not blind emotions.

You can never have a balanced and centered life, without a relaxed mental attitude. Which only happens in the life of a Bel who is growing toward maturity.   

Another great example in this conflict over authority within God’s word is easy enough to answer. Because it really isn’t a conflict – you must obey and follow BD over human viewpoint.
The husband who is promoting a swingers’ lifestyle to his wife, should expect her NOT to obey. Even though he is the authority in God’s plan. 
(Ladies may disagree if their neighbor is handsome…lol)

Ladies if your husband is abusing you physically and mentally you are not to keep turning the other cheek – you are not a punching bag! 
Separate mentally and then separate physical if it continues…notice, I did not say divorce.
That is the very last resort in any marriage.
Men if your boss is telling you to sell illegal drugs out the back door of the business - what should you do…??!!

It is not difficult to understand, we have to have a common-sense, balance in our approach to everything in life.

Turn in your Bibles to Exodus chapter one.

We have to accept opposition, attacks and difficult decisions in this temporal walk.
Sometimes we stand up and defend ourselves and other times we keep our mouth shut and endure the pain and humiliation.  
/1Thes 2:1 For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our reception among you was not in vain, 2 but after we had already suffered and been treated abusively in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.\
The Apostle Paul was verbally and physically assaulted in Phillipi – he was beaten up and treated like a criminal. 

This did not stop his gospel mission from preaching the truth and going into Thessalonica, where many Greeks did not want him there either.

/When a Believer lacks maturity, they lack true discernment and therefore decisions often get clouded by human viewpoint or emotions. Until you are face to face with the LORD, just realize that Satan and his army will continually attempt to put up stumbling blocks. The attacks or adversity will pop up from time to time. Staying consistent with your relationship with Christ (BD) will be the difference between wasted time and frustration. Or momentum toward blessings, crowns and rewards.\  
As I often remind you there is no equality in heaven – equality exist at the moment of salvation. We are all given the same grace gifts and opportunities. 

/Exo 1:15  Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah, and the other was named Puah;

This was a direct order handed down by the authority over the land. \
SHIF-RAH & POOH-A, only mention this one time in the original context.
These names have definition in the original Hebrew, that point to beauty and splendor.  
Think how important they are in human history. Yet most Christians never pay attention to their names or their place in history!
Exo 1:16 and he said, “When you are helping the Hebrew women to give birth and see them upon the birthstool, if it is a son, then you shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.”
These were the two Hebrew women in charge of handling all the births of the Hebrew slaves.
/Exo 1:17 But the midwives feared (yārē') God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live.

To stand in awe, to show a high regard, to respect or to honor.\
YAA-RAY, written in the (CAL) Qal stem, points to not so much fear - as we use the word, but a high honor or respect.
A strong reverence for GOD. 
In verse 17 it uses a term that tells us the mid-wives preserved the baby boys. 
Exo 1:18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?”

Keep in mind, these are slave women under the complete authority of the Egyptian empire and here they are in front of the Pharaoh.
This could end in a physical punishment, possibly death, or a lock down and confinement for years. 
/Exo 1:19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.”

God may have helped the Hebrew woman to have quick and healthy babies. Yet these women obviously covered up what they had been up too.\
Vigorous - ḥāyê (HACH-YEA) comes from a Hebrew root word meaning filled with the energy of life. Prosperity or to be quickened and lively. 
Exo 1:20 So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty.
God prospered these mid-wives they were blessed for ignoring the authority of Pharaoh. 

/Exo 1:21 And because the midwives feared God, He established households (bayiṯ) for them.

God did the work for their faithful obedience – HE gave them healthy homes and families.\
BAY-ETHH, means not only a secure house but a family, a healthy homestead.
It was common in the original occupation of the midwife, in the ancient world, that they usually did not have a family of their own.  

Exo 1:22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born, you are to throw into the Nile, but every daughter, you are to keep alive.”

/Though generally we are called to obey the government and honor civic rulers (Rom 13:1-5), we are never called to put government in the place of God. Therefore, if the government tells us to do something against God’s will, we are to obey God first. The doctrine of authority is always to be upheld. Yet there are sporadic times when the Bel must stand against authority with non-compliance. Sometimes even action in complete opposition of an order.\ 
There is never a call to organize in rebellion against leadership, violence is never a good answer to anything.

Yet there is definitive proof of non-compliance and even defiant actions against evil leaders and demonic agendas seen in biblical history. 
Turn in your Bibles to Joshua chapter two RF.

/Act 28:30 Now Paul stayed two full years in his own rented lodging and welcomed all who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching things about the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.

Even when the Apostle Paul was under legal restraints and being watched by the Roman Empire, he continued to teach.\

No matter what challenge or adversity and wicked leadership the Apostle Paul was faced with, he kept preaching and teaching the truth of Jesus Christ.

/Mat 10:28 “And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

What fear should a Bel have of this cosmic system? We are in union with the great warrior-King, Jesus Christ.\

Our respect and our attention should be on the Lord of lords and King of kings, eternity is in our future…that is the goal you should be working on.

/Phl 1:20 according to my eager expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.\
That is the attitude of the SM Believer.

In Joshua chapter two the spies are about to be engaged in a mission into the land of Canaan.
At this point Moses has gone home to be with the LORD and the written word is already beginning to be established.
/Jos 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous and then you will have success.\

Joshua is told to be bold and courageous and prepare for warfare.
As I taught you before - the tribes and kingdoms set against Israel were all supposed to be wiped out.
The fact they were not, was obviously allowed by God’s permissive will. 

The remnant of evil left untouched would be the temptations and stumbling blocks Satan would use throughout history.

The remnant of giants and seeds of Satan left in the land needed to be dealt with. In some cases, this highlights a different version of the Tares among the Wheat parable taught in Matthew. 

That references the end time period of the Tribulation… and yet I have told you there is greater layers to many of those principles.
/Jos 2:1 Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab, and rested there.\
Joshua knowing what happened last time the spies came back with a bad report – was very clever in keeping this a secret mission.\
Sometimes, those in authority withhold information to those underneath them, because they do not want to ignite emotional turmoil.
Being in leadership takes many cautious steps and sometimes keeping everyone calm is more important than giving everyone all the information.

Jericho was a Canaanite stronghold just a few miles west of the Jordan river – actually situated between the Jordan river and the Dead Sea. 
Strategically located as a border city, ancient Jericho controlled important migration routes between the north and south, and the east and west. Eventually, the town became part of the allotment of the tribe of Benjamin.

Joshua is not running head strong into battle. He is thinking, he is preparing and waiting on GOD’s command.

/Rahab was believed to be a madam of a brothel and a former prostitute herself. Hiding in this house would have been a smart maneuver, as the city was on alert which meant no military officials would have been there. The fact is Rahab ran a house of sin, she and anyone under her authority in the house welcomed the spies of Israel. God rarely uses situations and people that we would think to use. Never assume something or someone is outside of the reach of God’s plan.\
Rahab went much further than the respect of cultural traditions regarding hospitality. She put her own life on the line for these men.
There were already rumors swirling around that city about the approach of the nation of Israel – she knew exactly what she was doing.

This as many of you know was the great, great, grandmother of David…meaning she was related to the humanity of Christ.
The Canaanites weren’t known for kindness and compassion, so this was an extreme risk for Rahab. 
Jos 2:2 But it was told to the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men from the sons of Israel have come here tonight to spy out the land.”
This would have been a Canaanite man of royal background. Probably a mayor or highly respected nobleman of the city.
The guards or possibly concerned citizens, witnessed the arrival of the spies.
Jos 2:3 And the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to spy out all the land.”
This is a direct order from the royal authority over the city.
/Jos 2:4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them, and she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from.

This was a lie, yet it served a purpose in the plan of GOD. This was also making her an accessory to a crime within that city.\
This is one of those occasional times when we lean on the fact that we can never put GOD in a neat little box.

GOD will never force you into a situation but HE may open a very unlikely avenue for you to walk down to accomplish a greater purpose. 
Jos 2:5 “It came about, when it was time to shut the gate at dark, that the men went out; I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.”
Now Rahab has just piled on top of the accessory of the crime with another lie.

Jos 2:6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the roof.
/We may be appalled at the fact that Rahab was a prostitute, or that she was a liar. Despite those facts, she was not saved by her works, but by her faith. She knew who God was, she knew who she was, and she trusted God for her very life. Rahab could sense the only avenue for salvation and removing herself from this wicked culture, was to completely trust in GOD and throw caution into the wind.\ 
Remember, strong faith is seen in obedience and she knew she was obeying the one true GOD.

Jos 2:7 So the men pursued them on the road to the Jordan, to the crossing places; and as soon as those who were pursuing them had gone out, they shut the gate.
Jos 2:8 Now before the spies lay down, she came up to them on the roof,
/Jos 2:9 and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have despaired because of you.

To have despair and fear occupy your life is a sign your relationship with GOD is either non-existent or in poor condition.\
Even though fear and anxiety are around every corner of the city, because this is a pagan tribe, based upon evil – this Canaanite woman has the courage to do the right thing. 
Courage is not the absence of fear – true courage is the ability to push beyond fear and stand or move forward, regardless of what you are facing.
                           REPEAT
Jos 2:10 “For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.
The truth of the WORD of God is that it has circled the world dozens of times over the course of thousands of years.

In the beginning was the WORD – The WORD has always been available and travelling throughout the world. 
/Jos 2:11 “When we heard these reports, our hearts melted and no courage remained in anyone any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth below.

Rahab’s proclamation is the truth of what she believed in her soul – her faith is seen in her words and actions.\

Her faith got her saved… her actions pronounced her justification was real. 
(James 2:26) Faith without works… is dead, meaning as a BEL at some point your faith should shine outward in your lifestyle. Real faith has a strong level of obedience just under the surface.
                      REPEAT
/Jos 2:12 “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father’s household, and give me a pledge of truth,

The whole promise and pledge were resting upon Christ. Her trust is in GOD and the fact, that these are men of GOD solidifies her trust.\
Jos 2:13 and spare my father and my mother, and my brothers and my sisters, and all who belong to them, and save our lives from death.”
Jos 2:14 So the men said to her, “Our life for yours if you do not tell this business of ours; and it shall come about when the LORD gives us the land that we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”
Jos 2:15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall, so that she was living on the wall.
/Jos 2:16 And she said to them, “Go to the hill country, so that the pursuers will not encounter you, and hide yourselves there for three days until the pursuers return. Then afterward you may go on your way.”

Rahab was instrumental in this whole plan and the safety of the spies. Her faith was on display immediately with her words and actions.\
There was never hesitation or doubt – Rahab believed upon the one true GOD prior to their arrival and GOD set up a divine appointment for these spies. 

Your beliefs and words should manifest action in that same direction. 
Jos 2:17 And the men said to her, “We shall be exempt from this oath to you which you have made us swear,

/Jos 2:18 unless, when we come into the land, you tie this cord of scarlet thread in the window through which you let us down, and gather into your house your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household.

There was only one avenue of salvation for these spies – the scarlet rope and the window.\
The most colorful fabrics of the ancient world came from the bugs and plants which were squashed and crushed under pressure, to bring forth a juice that would be used as a dye. 
/Scarlet – šānî, was also called crimson, a dark red color, matching that of blood. Much like the doorways in Egypt needed to be painted with blood of the innocent lamb for salvation – the only escape through a tiny window was the blood red rope of salvation.\
SHAW-NEE, was a blood red dye made from the squashing of this insect (COC-CHELLA) a beetle or a worm.
TOE-LAH, was also a worm or beetle of a similar breed that gave forth crimson and purplish color from its blood.  
The insect that gives its life in an agonizing death for the royal colors, is the analogy of the suffering of TLJC to bring many sons and daughters into eternal security and divine royalty. 

/Psa 22:6 But I am a worm (tôlāʿ) and not a person, A disgrace of mankind and despised by the people.

1Sam 19:12 So Michal let David down through a window, and he went and fled, and escaped.\
Psalm 22 describes the suffering of Christ on the cross. That same insect brought forth the crimson and purple dyes of the ancient world. 
1Samuel 19 tells the story of David’s first wife – the daughter of King Saul, who helped David escape the wrath of Saul. 

She rejected the authority of her father the king and instead rescued her husband, the man after God’s own heart David.
/2Cor 11:32-33 The Apostle Paul escaped in a very similar fashion at the very beginning of his ministry. Saul of Tarsus traveled to Damascus full of human power and human authority, directed against God’s people. Paul the Apostle left Damascus humbly in a basket. Act 9:23-25 (probably between 34 and 36 AD).\
Paul retold the story - “In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king was garrisoning the city of Damascus to arrest me.”
Saul had the scales removed from his eyes and now he had begun speaking publicly about the Messiah. 
Now no one knew the regulation concerning speaking about Jesus Christ better than Saul of Tarsus.
And promoting this new group of the people of the WAY… was certainly a call for swift legal and physical punishment, yet here is Saul, boldly preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Interesting how many of God’s leaders faced prison and the wrath of authority…Paul, Peter, John, David…John the Baptist…Daniel and of course our Lord Jesus Christ.
                          REPEAT
In the ancient world most homes had very small windows, barely large enough to fit an adult body through it.
It is very fitting related to the narrow gate that leads to life…Matt 7:13. Salvation through the narrow way that leads to life! 

Notice how every detail of the Bible is so intricately woven together – a truly supernatural book. 
Jos 2:19 “And it shall come about that anyone who goes out of the doors of your house outside will have his blood on his own head, and we will be innocent; but anyone who is with you in the house, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him.
Jos 2:20 “But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be exempt from the oath which you have made us swear.”

Jos 2:21 She then said, “According to your words, so be it.” So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the scarlet cord in the window.
The crimson red, rope of life. The narrow window and the blood, red rope that leads to salvation. 
Rahab was vindicated and there is proof within these scriptures, that GOD approved of her rebellion against the authority of Jericho. 
Folks you can turn backward into Genesis chapter 37.

We will be bouncing around there for a while, as well as Genesis chapter 39. 
Rahab’s past or even her current circumstances and lifestyle did not hinder her decision. 
She knew God was calling her into action…she knew the right thing to do at the right moment.

/Lam 3:22 The LORD’S acts of mercy indeed do not end, For His compassions do not fail. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. \

Rahab knew the wickedness over her culture, she knew she had to obey GOD rather than man.
/Lam 3:24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I wait for Him.” 25 The LORD is good to those who await Him, To the person who seeks Him.\

God is not waiting to toss you into a pit of misery – HE desires you to seek HIM and apply what is righteous and what is good. HE is a rewarder of those who diligently seek HIM!
The times are far and few but there are times wicked authority must be defied. 

Gen 37:10 Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had lived as a stranger, in the land of Canaan.
Gen 37:2 These are the records of the generations of Jacob. Joseph, when he was seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his brothers, while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father.
Gen 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his other sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a multicolored tunic.
/Gen 37:4 And his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they hated (śānē') him and could not speak to him on friendly terms.

There was a great division among Joesph and his brothers - most of that falls upon Jacob’s parenting skills.\
SAH-NAY, is a strong Hebrew verb which we use to describe an enemy. 

Favoritism over one child against others is a dangerous territory to walk.
It will always bring animosity amongst the siblings and division in the household.
Very sad state of affairs when family members harbor hatred toward one another. 
/Luk 21:16 “But you will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, other relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death, 17 and you will be hated by all people because of My name.    (Jer 12:6, Psa 41:9) \

Betrayal is very painful, it is much worse when those you loved and trusted are the culprits.
Do not be shocked when you stand strong in your beliefs… and the ones closest to you will be the first to turn their back on you. 

Joseph did not help the animosity as he had a touch of pride, that caused the situation to enflame even hotter. 
Gen 37:5 Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more.
Joseph was attractive, intelligent and very doctrinal and he was dad’s favorite! It might have been wise to keep this dream between his father and himself. 

Gen 37:6 He said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had;
/Gen 37:7 for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf stood up and also remained standing; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.”

Young Joseph was not lying about this prophecy, it would come to pass. Yet sometimes the best way to deal with animosity, is a closed mouth.\
Gen 37:8 Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.
Gen 37:9 Then he had yet another dream, and informed his brothers of it, and said, “Behold, I have had yet another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
Jospeh was piling on a bit and it was probably a bad idea! 
Even though he was being touched by GOD the HS in his dreams, he spoke the truth.
We sometimes need to be very reserved around certain people. 

The fact that Jospeh was very wise at a young age, he was very doctrinal in his thoughts and actions gave rise to him being the favorite. Jacob gave him that multi-colored robe as a symbol of authority and a gift for his cherished son.
Jospeh could have handled this with greater care toward his brothers.
 
This comes with spiritual maturity and discerning situations and people through the lens of GOD the HS.
The truth of the matter is, Joseph even though he is only seventeen, his father entrusted him with greater responsibility and authority than his older brothers.
This happens occasionally, the human viewpoint of seniority does not always hold water in the plan of GOD. 

Gen 37:10 He also told it to his father as well as to his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had? Am I and your mother and your brothers actually going to come to bow down to the ground before you?”
/This dream was a prophetic vision of Joesph’s future position in Egypt. The journey between the dreams and Joesph actually sitting in Egyptian authority would be a long and difficult journey. Nearly 20 years between this dream and Joesph fully seeing it come to fruition. We do not have any clue how or when GOD will fulfill everything HE has ordained in eternity past for us. Our calling is to be steadfast and true.\ 
Gen 37:11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.
Gen 37:12 Then his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem.
Gen 37:13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are your brothers not pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.”

/There are times you will be in positions of authority or when others see you as a threat to their own agenda and pursuits. How you handle those times, speak volumes about your spiritual growth. Your position whether it is a threat to them or not does not matter, your attitude and application of BD matters! What matters is integrity and humility both under leadership and being in leadership.\
Joseph’s brothers will display they lack true integrity or humility. Because the presence of bitterness and jealousy can never coexist with integrity and humility.
                       REPEAT
/It doesn’t matter if you are dealing with close family and friends who attack you, or you are dealing with wicked authority. Never allow your emotions to rule over your soul. Your integrity and humility can only reach a peak momentum when the New Nature is applying doctrine accurately.\

SKIP DOWN a few verses;
Keep in mind even when the odds are against you and the mob mentality is directed at you, remain focused on what GOD is doing in your life. 
To follow GOD rather than men can be applied in almost any situation. 
If you know you are habitually in the new nature and applying God’s word stand your ground. 

Now look what Jospeh’s own brothers began to plot against him.
/Gen 37:18 When they saw him from a distance, and before he came closer to them, they plotted (nāḵal) against him to put him to death.

They were very devious; this is used for a fraud or a conspiracy. That which is in the soul eventually comes to the surface.\  
NAW-KAL, this speaks to a planned deception, a way to beguile and trick someone. 
This was a majority consensus – not to simply humiliate their younger brother but to murder him.

/1Jhn 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.

There is no difference between the Unbel and the Bel who abides in carnality. Christians are capable of horrific criminal behavior.\
The brothers of Joseph are great examples of what the Apostle John was teaching in 1John 3:15.
This does not reference a loss of salvation, yet it does highlight a lifestyle of apostasy. 
/Jhn 3:15 – has no eternal life abiding in him;
The Greek present tense tells us those who keep practicing this lifestyle are like a murderer. Menō, continually remaining in a certain condition, to dwell in this condition. To endure forward and remain in. (abiding)\
The Apostle John was asking a question as well as making a statement – how can a Believer hate and murder anyone?
1John chapter 3 flows as a good example that your life should be a life of change – you are either walking in the life of Christ or the death of the OSN at any given moment.                REPEAT

/Believers in your life may be the ones to attack and plot against you. Bitterness, jealousy and wrath exist in the OSN of all of us. Without the integrity of Christ and the mind of Christ, operational in your life, any one of us can become a murderer in thought. Even in the extreme case within our physical actions (criminal insanity). Jospeh’s brothers had rejected the plan of GOD. They had chosen a lifestyle of cosmic viewpoint which always leads to negative volition.\
 
Bels who are serious students of the WORD, realize they may stand alone at certain points in their spiritual journey.
As the man who trained me use to say – you never been screwed, until you have been screwed by a Christian. 

You always feel that sting much more when it is family and friends who betray you – even worse is when it is a Christian who stabs you in the back. Yet you cannot afford to lose momentum! 
Don’t allow that emotional rollercoaster to run roughshod over you when it does occur. 
People testing, system testing and  momentum testing are seen in the life of Joseph.  

Gen 37:19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer!
/Gen 37:20 “Now then, come and let’s kill him, and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A vicious animal devoured him.’ Then we will see what will become of his dreams!”

This is a view of real evil – it is thought out, it is very aggressive and truly callous. \
Not only Believers – but brothers! 
Never be in shock over what any Bel (including yourself), is capable of - when the OSN has its full authority in your life.
/Psa 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.

One of David’s close friends of the original mighty men was Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba.\  
This prophecy was filled by Judas Iscariot.

Yet think about what King David did to his trusted friend Uriah. 
That often gets overlooked.
Gen 37:21 But Reuben heard this and rescued him out of their hands by saying, “Let’s not take his life.”

Gen 37:22 Then Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—so that later he might rescue him out of their hands, to return him to his father.
It appears only Reuben had any type of compassion for his own brother.
Reuban was too afraid to stand up for what was right - instead he tries to work an angle to possibly save his brother later.
Many people justify certain elements of injustice and unfair practices. Especially when they are the ones manipulating the circumstances.
/Prov 21:15 The exercise of justice is joy for the righteous, But terror to those who practice injustice.

Prov 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, But a just weight is His delight.\
God smiles upon the right thing done in the right way. The mature Bel realizes nothing is hidden from the sight of GOD (Heb 4:13).
And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must answer.

Gen 37:23 So it came about, when Joseph reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the multicolored tunic that was on him;
Gen 37:24 and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any water in it.
/Gen 37:25 Then they sat down to eat a meal. But as they raised their eyes and looked, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying labdanum resin, balsam, and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to Egypt.

This was a violent assault upon Jospeh. His own brothers sat down to enjoy a meal after physically assaulting him.\
Arrogance and bitterness will have no boundaries if left unchecked.
Gen 37:26 And Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his blood?
Gen 37:27 “Come, and let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own  flesh.” And his brothers listened to him.

Now Judah shows some compassion and yet his own greed causes him to manipulate the situation.
Gen 37:28 Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him out and lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. So they brought Joseph into Egypt.
It is interesting once you peel back the layers on why someone seems generous or kind, you often find the wrong motivation.
/Twenty is often related to spiritual growth, a period of waiting and growing in the plan of GOD. It is believed John the Baptist spent 20 years in preparation for his ministry. The military training in ancient Israel, did not allow any man under 20 years old into combat. Jacob worked 20 years for Uncle Laban. It is believed Jesus was a carpenter for 20 years before HIS earthly ministry began.\  
Jesus was a young boy under his father’s tutelage when he began working with his hands – as was John the Baptist a young boy, when he began to prepare for a life of ministry.
Twenty is one of those Biblical numbers that points to spiritual growth or spiritual timing. It is a double ten, which points to completion or divine order.
/20 years Israel waited for a delivery from the oppression under Jabin (Judges 3 - 5)
20 years Israel waited for delivery through Samson (Judges 13 – 16)
20 years King Solomon built the two houses for GOD (1Kings)
20 years the Ark of the Covenant waited at Kirjathjearim (1Sam 7) 
20 years Jeremiah prophesied before destruction fell upon God’s people.\

Nothing is a coincidence inside the plan of GOD – Jospeh would be placed exactly where GOD needed him to be.

Joseph had a dream of rising to power over his brothers. Yet he had no idea how GOD would bring that dream to a height of fruition beyond his imagination. 
Joseph would end up 2nd in command in Egypt and his decisions would save the land, especially the bloodline of the 12 tribes of Israel. 
                             REPEAT
Everything you ever have been through….the good, the bad and the ugly - placed you here today Royal Family.

Jump ahead to Genesis chapter 39 RF.

Jospeh is a powerful picture of Jesus Christ – he was wrongly accused and attacked.
Jospeh was stripped and thrown into a pit of destruction by his own family. 
Jospeh had a challenging life every step of the way and yet in the end he became a savior for the nation of Israel.
/Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Jospeh would have the hand of GOD on his life throughout this long ordeal. Even in a prison situation Jospeh was continually protected and blessed. Sometimes the pit or prison environment is exactly where GOD needs you to be for a period of time.\
Gen 39:1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there.
This was like living under the house of the chief of police, or the head of the secret service. It was a privilege to be a servant in this type of household.

Be careful not to twist and turn your way out of adversity - if GOD is making it clear you need to stay there and grow… you stand your ground.
You may feel tempted to lash out or simply turn and run - that is frustration and fear which is the OSN at work. 
/1Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except something common to mankind; and God is faithful, so He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.\
Wait on the timing of GOD!
Trust in HIS power and HIS plan.

/Gen 39:2 And the LORD was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian. 3 Now his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made all that he did prosper in his hand.\
It is repeated over and over in the difficult years of Jospeh’s life under slavery - that GOD was with him all the way through.
Only GOD can work in such a unique fashion that HE carries you into a pit experience, and then a slavery situation and you begin to prosper. 

Gen 39:4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and put him in charge of all that he owned.
Now before we turn to look at a different perspective within our study…jump down a few verses;
Gen 39:7 And it came about after these events that his master’s wife had her eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Sleep with me.”
/There is never a time for the advancing Bel, that cosmic challenges and satanic opposition will not pop up on the landscape. People testing, system testing, thought testing - among other tests, are how the Christian soldier advances toward maturity. Without spiritual discernment, it is difficult to know when to stand firm and endure, turn away or exit, and when to speak boldly or sit in silence.\ 

There is no replacement for having Gnosis (knowledge) turned into Epi-gnosis (wisdom) in your soul.

In most cases, the difference between the Bel who makes the right choices and the Bel who makes the wrong choices, comes down to spiritual maturity. 

It is not always dependent upon super-grace maturity – meaning the highest level of growth. 
But, it does depend on having at least the basic concepts of divine Problem- Solving Devices and a level of spiritual self-esteem, which is the beginning stages on the journey to maturity. 
                        REPEAT
Remaining in spiritual diapers after salvation is a recipe for misery.
Jospeh is now in a real dilemma – this involves someone intimately attached to the current authority figure in his life.
Sometimes it is not the boss on the job who is treating you unfair or making your life miserable – sometimes it’s another person, down the chain of command who has targeted you.

Gen 39:8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master does not concern himself with anything in the house, and he has put me in charge of all that he owns.
Keep in mind Jospeh was under Potiphar’s authority for about nine years – this was an ongoing issue.

Just because our LORD is with you and you are advancing in the plan of God, doesn’t mean there is never a challenge or even an attack coming into your life. 

/Gen 39:9 “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?”

Jospeh, even under pressure and adversity displays the integrity that is only seen when a Bel is advancing toward maturity. His focus is on GOD.\
The sin would be against GOD first and foremost, and secondary would be a sin or evil against Potiphar. 
Jospeh is also clearly trying to bring Potiphar’s wife back to her senses. He never skips a beat as far as respect for the chain of command and the authority principles.  
Don’t miss that in these lessons – the chain of command and authority is always addressed first. There is never a time to emotionally respond against authority and physically rebel.
Gen 39:10 Though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he did not listen to her to lie beside her or be with her.
Joseph was smart enough not to report to Potiphar about his wife’s ongoing behavior – this would have thrown the whole house into turmoil. And possibly, led to his own death or even a punishment for Potiphar’s wife as well.
Jospeh is showing a great deal of restraint, integrity and respect for everyone involved. 

Gen 39:11 Now it happened one day that he went into the house to do his work, and none of the people of the household was there inside.
You get a sense Potiphar’s wife may have had some practice at this little set up.
Gen 39:12 So she grabbed him by his garment, saying, “Sleep with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and fled, and went outside.
Gen 39:13 When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled outside,
/Gen 39:14 she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought in a Hebrew to us to make fun of us; he came in to me to sleep with me, and I screamed.

Jospeh kept his integrity and focus on the plan of GOD. This will often enflame the arrogance and insecurity in others who wish you harm.\
Spiritual victory and cosmic victory never look similar. 
The Cross of Christ would first appear as a cosmic victory to those applying human viewpoint. Yet it is very apparent that the Cross is the ultimate victory for all of mankind.

/Jospeh handled these tests with grace and maturity. Potiphar knew deep within himself that this was a young man of great integrity and blessed by GOD. His wife had evidence (garment), which by any standard of that historic point could have condemned Joseph to death, or a severe beating followed by imprisonment. Emotional outbursts and rebellion against unjust treatment only complicate and prolong the problem.\
Folks you can jump over Daniel chapter one.

You never lose when you allow the timing and plan of GOD to unfold in your life. You never lose when you operate habitually in your two power options – the filling power of GOD the HS and BD active in your soul structure. 
Jospeh was still sent to prison yet look what our LORD did for HIS man; 
/Gen 39:21 But the LORD was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the sight of the warden of the prison.\
It would be in that prison environment that Jospeh would get recognized for his gift of spiritual discernment and administrative leadership.

That would only happen after another betrayal and the perfect timing of GOD would unfold. Jospeh would eventually be elevated to the second highest political position in all of Egypt. 
Jospeh like our LORD was thirty years old when he began his leadership role.
Jospeh would not only save the land he would save the bloodline of Israel by ensuring his own family – the brothers who sold him into slavery, were all rescued from starvation. 

/The person who attacks you today may be the one you rescue later in life. The authority who deals wickedly toward you today may be the one who needs your grace and mercy later on in life. The position you have today may be the stepping stone to your new position tomorrow. What may appear as a loss today may be a pathway to a victory tomorrow.\
God does not work on our time scale, nor does HE bend to our plans and fit into human viewpoint. (Isa 55:8)

Now…Daniel and Jospeh also had several similarities. 
They both had great, godly integrity and both were put into captivity and GOD placed HIS hand upon them. Both men rose to incredible heights within enemy kingdoms. 
Daniel was taken into Babylonian captivity as a teenager – probably, barely 18 years old at the time, just like Jospeh. 

In 605 BC the first deportation of captives out of Jerusalem occurred and Daniel and his friends were among them. 
There may be no greater story of standing firm under wicked authority than that of Daniel and his friends.

Dan 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
Believe it or not, in 1887 a set of ancient tablets were discovered that support this historic warfare, they were put in a British museum by 1890.

Dan 1:2 And the Lord handed Jehoiakim king of Judah over to him, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.
/Dan 1:3 Then the king told Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials (sārîs), to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles,

Isa 39:7 - it was prophesized about the capture of the sons of Israel, with a strong possibility some would become eunuchs.\  
SAR-EESE, is often used in ancient Aramaic or Hebrew for a Eunuch or a male servant. It is an interchangeable term. 
In The original language it states, ASH-PAN-AZ, the chief Eunuch under the king. 

Sorry, if it makes some of you men squirm out there - but this may have been a reality for Daniel and his friends. 
Dan 1:4 youths in whom there was no impairment, who were good-looking, suitable for instruction in every kind of expertise, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability to serve in the king’s court; and he ordered Ashpenaz to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.

It was not uncommon for a conquered people to remain within their own city or nation. Only certain ones would be brought into the kingdom of the conquering army, to be used for specific jobs by the oligarchs and the king or queen themselves. 
Dan 1:5 The king also allotted for them a daily ration from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and and ordered that they be educated for three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king’s personal service.
/Dan 1:6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

Daniel; God is my judge. His name would be changed into, a prince under BEL (BAAL). These four young Bels would be enveloped by an evil culture and yet still stand firm inside the plan of GOD!\
Dan 1:7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach, and to Azariah Abed-nego.
HAN-NAN-YAH, beloved by the LORD.
MISS-AH-EL, who is as GOD.
AZZ-AIR-YAH, the LORD is my help.
/Belteshazzar – a prince under Bel.
Shadrach – illuminated by the Sun god.
Meshach – who is like goddess Shach (Ishtar)
Abed-nego – servant of Nego (Nebuchadnezzar) \
This was all designed to emasculate and gain complete control over the enemies who were now house slaves.
/Dan 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.

Daniel took a leading role and stood strong for what he believed, even in the face of unimaginable adversity and cruelty.   (Pro 27:17)\ 
Notice – Daniel did not kick, scream or rebel – Daniel followed the chain of command.
One Bel can touch the lives of other Bels and in their strength and mental fortitude of what they believe, they help other Bels make a stand for what is right.
                          REPEAT
/Prov 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, So one person sharpens another.

Heb 10:24 and let’s consider how to encourage one another in love and good deeds,\
No man – no woman, is an island – we all need other strong Bels around us to keep facing adversity.
We are called the body and bride of Christ which means unity is imperative in our temporal walk. 
There does come certain points that we walk alone for periods of time. 
But again, this takes spiritual discernment when to realize that and to step up in those solo journeys of spiritual growth.
/Dan 1:9 Now God granted Daniel favor (ḥeseḏ) and compassion (raḥam) in the sight of the commander of the officials.

God made sure the right commander was in place, one with mercy and compassion on a deep level.\
HAS-ODD, a merciful heart, empathic spirit.
RAH-HAM, deep or tender compassion.

God is known for using Unbels and unusual environments or circumstances to guide HIS people and even protect HIS people.
Just as God will use Unbels to discipline HIS people as well.
We always understand that we can not put GOD in a neat little box, that fits our own narrative.
/Israel was beyond just reaping what they sowed, God’s discipline was falling upon the land. Prophets like Micah, Isaiah and Jermiah had given repeated warnings for over 100 years. Daniel was a student of BD, he was an incredible visionary of God’s word and dreams. Positive Bels are prepared and aware when the crisis arises.\ 
Sometimes good people are swept up into bad circumstances, often it is because of the weakness and poor decisions of others.
Never assume your choices, your lifestyle - will only elevate you alone or hurt you alone.
Our decisions and lifestyle reach further then just our own backyard!

Daniel and his friends probably lifted up many Israelites in captivity and gave them hope to stand strong.

Dan 1:10 The commander of the officials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has allotted your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking gaunt in  comparison to the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king.”
Dan 1:11 But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
/Dan 1:12 “Please put your servants to the test for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink.

Daniel is approaching this difficult matter with extreme calm and respect.\
Outbursts of emotions and rebellious actions only complicate these types of situations. 

/Daniel was confident in his relationship with GOD, he never felt abandon by GOD. In ancient cultures many of the rituals involved dedicating wine and meat to gods and idols. It was also a symbolism of accepting friendship (fellowship) as well. This refusal could be seen as rebellion and yet Daniel was willing to stand firm. Daniel knew where to draw the line in the sand.\
Better yet – Daniel knew how to handle the situation, so it didn’t need to deteriorate into violence or further problems down the road. 

Dan 1:13 “Then let our appearance be examined in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king’s choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see.”
Dan 1:14 So he listened to them in this matter, and put them to the test for ten days.

/Daniel understood the chain of command and also the position this commander was being put into. The problem most people have is a tunnel vision issue; the focus of what they want, or how they will be effected is what blinds them. If you have no empathy toward others, and self is at the center of the majority of your interactions, you are not walking in the nature of CHRIST!\ 

Most situations quickly get out of control because both parties operate in cosmic system ideology not BD.
Dan 1:15 And at the end of ten days their appearance seemed better, and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king’s choice food.
Dan 1:16 So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables.
/Dan 1:17 And as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every kind of literature and expertise; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams.

God is protecting and blessing these young men because they were willing to stand strong in the face of great tyranny and adversity.\ 
Dan 1:18 Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar.
Dan 1:19 And the king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they entered the king’s personal service.

This would mean a very favored lifestyle above and beyond any normal slave.
Almost all personal slaves of a king lived a very comfortable and very protected lifestyle. 
Dan 1:20 As for every matter of expertise and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the sooth- sayer priests and conjurers who were in all his realm.

Daniel and his friends were positive and mature Bels who understood BD.
/King Nebuchadnezzar would become born again and saved before he died. Showing us two powerful principles – we never know who our words and actions will touch, or what that end result will be. Had Daniel been openly rebellious, he may have been put to death or placed into brutal slavery away from the kingdom. Also, Babylon was an empire built on evil and yet one of its core leaders became born again. God desires even the most wicked of us, to turn toward HIM. (2Pet 3:9)\
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.

Daniel was such a strong leader and lived by the statement – I must obey GOD rather then men, that his own friends became pillars of godly strength.

They refused to bend a knee to the false idols of Babylon.
This enraged King Nebuchadnezzar and was probably a true turning point in his own faith.
Many of you know the story of the men in the furnace of Dan 3;  
/Dan 3:15 “Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe, and all kinds of musical instruments, to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be thrown into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can rescue you from my hands?”\
Daniel was probably on a mission outside the kingdom during this event, Daniel had become valuable to the king and so did his friends, yet none of them compromised their relationship with GOD.
/Dan 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we are not in need of an answer to give you concerning this matter.

They had the same attitude of the apostles (Act 5:29), we must obey God rather than men.\ 
King Nebuchadnezzar was so angry he had the furnace heated seven times hotter than normal! 
So hot, his own soldiers died putting these three men into the furnace. 
/Dan 3:25 He responded, “Look! I see four men untied and walking about in the middle of the fire unharmed, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” 26  Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came out of the middle of the fire.\
He calls them out, by their GOD given names. He concedes to the power of YAHWEH. 
As many of you know, that is the pre-incarnate Christ who stood in that furnace with HIS children.
/Standing firm against tyranny and evil has a protocol inside the plan of GOD. The right thing done in the right way matters! There may be cosmic consequences, yet – greater is HE who is in you, than he who is in the world (1Jhn 4:4). We have to trust that GOD will guide us through it or walk alongside of us in it! \ 
We will close this out with a look at Jonathan and David in 1 Samuel chapter 18.

As you go there – we need to square the doctrine of authority with what we have been studying so far.
The basic response to place alongside what I have been revealing to you is seen in Romans chapter 13.

/Rom 13:1 Every person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  (Titus 3:1, 1Pet 2:13-15) \
I would ask you…what I showed you so far, do you consider rebellion toward authority or the call of GOD upon Bels?
I could also ask,… did America rebel against British authority…did Moses and Aaron attack the Egyptian authority?

Did men like Martin Luther and John Wesley rebel against church and state?
/In the case of Romans 13 – the Apostle Paul wrote those words as an immoral ruler by the name of Nero sat on the throne. Yet, in Romans 13, Paul does not advocate revolution against the tyrant Nero. The Jews had already begun (years prior) to develop plans and schemes on how to overthrow Roman leadership. This is one reason the Apostle Paul gave warnings and lessons on authority. Violent rebellion and subtle attacks against authority are never sanctioned by the plan of GOD. Self-defense, separation and standing firm in doctrine are all the Christian needs under wicked leadership. \
Remember historical context is as important as exegesis – isagogics teaches us the framework of historical settings.
 
Even before GOD brought the plagues on Egypt, HE allowed Pharaoh a fair hearing and fair warning. That went on for nearly 6 months - possibly longer, before GOD finally brought the angel of death into Egypt. 
Moses and Aaron never plotted and planned to overthrow the empire. They applied the WORD of God that was given to them – they applied the power God the HS put upon them.

Contrary to popular belief the American Revolution was much more about self-- defense and separation than anything else.
/In 1773 Pennsylvania passed a law to help bring an end to slavery – King Goerge III vetoed all anti-slavery bills the Americans wanted to pass. The Divine Right of rulers and the Catholic Church doctrines of never allowing anyone to question them (kings & clergy) was set in stone by King James I (1603-1625). Americans did not attack British authority they stood against them in the truth of the scriptures. The British attacked America; 1770 (Boston), 1774 (Charlestown) as well as 1775 (Williamsburg, Concord and Lexington).\
In fact, there was a peace petition written by Americans in May of 1776, called ‘The Olive Branch Petition’ – which was rejected and British military occupation was heightened. 
                       REPEAT
Some of the first American pastor-teachers and clergy men formed the black robe brigade. They preached self-defense and many took up a bible in one hand and a rifle in the other when the bullets started to fly. 
They implemented a banner from a church lesson by Dr. Jonathan Mayhew which was called the great awakening sermon – it read – Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.
These were good men of GOD – many were pastors and clergy men. Yet that banner or phrase, was used during the formation of the resistance against England. 
/America was at first, a peaceful attempt to separate from British and RCC tyranny. After over a half dozen bombings and bloody attacks during the course of nearly 6 years. More than one failed peace treaty and over taxation, the new Americas stood up and defended herself. The last client nation unto GOD was formed by Christian men and women and a set of documents that brought forth a Constitutional Republic. Those documents are the authority by which all American citizens must submit.\

We have a democratic way of voting - yet we are not a Democracy! All the talking heads on MSM and political theater who use that term –
That America is a democracy are distorting words just as Satan did in the garden – twisting truth with lies. 
Our constitution forces us to live in and understand liberty and freedom.
Individual freedoms are God given, yet certain laws or leaders can challenge the definition of those freedoms.
Because as Satan is the prince and power of our atmosphere, his puppets and ignorant minions, understand the importance of twisting truth…of manipulating words and definitions.  
/Liberty answers directly to GOD – liberty provides protection of true freedom and personal rights. There is a need for both, because mankind loves to play word games and Satan is behind all of that. Liberty and freedom go hand in hand in a client nation unto GOD. Our founding fathers made certain those core documents recognized GOD as the ultimate authority. Those documents were written with divine establishment principles within the foundation.\

One of the first divine establishment principles given was freedom of thought – mankind having a free will.

All these terms and words we use today whether it is simply a definition of the word GAY – or PRIDE – Hate speech, fact checker…the list is pretty extensive.
All of this is nothing but satanic smoke and mirrors, designed to confuse or subdue the population…especially the Christian community. 
/Democracy is two wolves and a lamb voting on what to have for lunch.  Liberty is a well-armed lamb contesting the vote.

                              Benjamin Franklin  \

If you lived in Rome 2000 years ago when the Apostle Paul wrote Romans 13 – you would have to submit to someone like Nero.
If you live in the Untied States of America – everyone – especially presidents and politicians are under the authority of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. You are a Christian American, who answer first to GOD and second to the Constitution.
                             REPEAT
Now let us take a look at 1Samuel chapter eighteen. 
This is right after David killed Goliath. 
In fact, speaking of hijacking words and twisting scripture - these first few scriptures were hijacked by a certain group of progressives about 25 years ago. 
They twisted the definition and meaning to suit same sex relationships – another satanic lie!
/1Sam 18:1 Now it came about, when he had finished speaking to Saul, that Jonathan committed (qāšar) himself to David, and Jonathan loved him as himself.

Jonathan and David became best friends. Jonathan under his father’s authority as king and father, had deep admiration and trust for David, even that over his own father.\
KAH-SHARE – speaks to a binding commitment a deep connection – it actually says in the original language, that David and Jonthan had a bond within the soul – a trust and friendship that would endure. 
1Sa 18:2 And Saul took him that day and did not let him return to his father’s house.
/1Sa 18:3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved ('ahăḇâ ) him as himself.

This was a verbal and physical commitment to stand by David. This is a deep love of friendship and affection that family members often have.\
It speaks to a (AH-HEY-VA) love of deep compassion and affection; it is not referenced in a sexual manner within this statement. It can be used for man and woman relationship - but it is not always used in that fashion.
The same love Jonathn had for his own life was the same love he felt for David.
It takes mental and verbal gymnastics to turn this into sexual perversion.
 
1Sa 18:4 Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his military gear, including his sword, his bow, and his belt.
The full context of these scriptures together - points to a strong bond of friendship and a commitment that Jonathan was going to serve under David’s command in battle as well.
1Sa 18:5 And David went into battle wherever Saul sent him, and always achieved success; so Saul put him in charge of the men of war. And it was pleasing in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

The rest of chapter 18 goes into great detail how King Saul manipulated David. Then in the end, David was married to King Saul’s daughter Michal which by the way, Saul had promised any man who defeated Goliath would have one of his daughters. 

Yet King Saul made David go out and fight hundreds of Philistines in hopes he would die in battle, before the one daughter David loved was given to him.   
By the way Saul’s daughter Michal also tricked her father and help David out to save his life – which was in direct opposition to the King’s authority. 

Jump over to chapter 19;
1Sam 19:1 Now Saul told his son Jonathan and all his servants to put David to death. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted (ḥāp̄ēṣ) in David.

Jonathan trusted and enjoyed his friendship with David, more so than his relationship with his own father.\
KHALF-FATES, is in the Qal stem, which means to be delighted or find pleasure within the relationship. It also means to bend or submit willingly. Which highlights the fact, that Jonathan knew David was going to be a much greater king then his own father. 
1Sa 19:2 So Jonathan informed David, saying, “My father Saul is seeking to put you to death. Now then, please be on your guard in the morning, and stay in a hiding place and conceal yourself.
Jonathan is truly standing against not only the authority of his father, but the authority of the king!
This could be considered treason – what about the doctrine of authority?

/1Sa 19:3 “And as for me, I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are hiding, and I will speak with my father about you; and whatever I find out, I will tell you.”

Jonathan was operating in the doctrine of separation. He was aware his own father (king) was not only wrong, but attempting to kill the true man of GOD.\
The doctrine of separation can be done mentally as well as physically.
Jonathan is operating as a spy against his own kingdom and his own father.
Jonathan was following GOD - not man.

1Sa 19:4 Then Jonathan spoke well of David to his father Saul and said to him, “May the king not sin against his servant David, since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have been very beneficial to you.
1Sa 19:5 “For he took his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great victory for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced. Why then would you sin against innocent blood by putting David to death for no reason?”

/Jonathan is trying to keep the kingdom in order and trying to bring his father back to doctrinal truths;
Exo 20:13 “You shall not murder.

Num 35:30 If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the testimony of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.\

1Sa 19:6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, “As the LORD lives, David shall not be put to death.”
1Sa 19:7 Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these words. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as before.
Jonathan brought safety and peace back between King Saul and David - but it was short lived.
Yet one could view this as a direct assault on the doctrine of authority.
It was not – it was part of the pre-designed plan of GOD.
Jonathan had enough spiritual maturity to handle this magnificently. 
/1Sa 19:9 Now there was an evil spirit from the LORD on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand, and David was playing the harp with his hand. 10 And Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he escaped from Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that night.\

David would spend the next seven years on the run from King Saul and yet Jonathan throughout that whole time, worked in David’s favor.
Both Jonathan and David were young men of integrity and doctrinally sound individuals. 

David would have several opportunities to kill King Saul and yet he never did.
The most famous one, was in the sheep caves. Where King Saul went to relieve himself and David was in the shadows and cut off a piece of the king’s robe.
/ 1Sam 24:12 “May the LORD judge between you and me, and may the LORD take vengeance on you for me; but my hand shall not be against you. 13 “As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness’; but my hand shall not be against you.

Teaching us, the very sound principle, that violence, or plotting to destroy authority is never approved by GOD.\
Standing firm in what you know to be true – separation, self-defense and even non-compliance, are all in order when wicked leadership has turned their attention upon you.

Even if it is someone who is not above you in authority, GOD did not create you to be a welcome mat for everyone to wipe their feet upon.
There is a proper protocol to handling attacks and evil leveled against you.

/2Tim 4:14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Be on guard against him yourself too, for he vigorously opposed our teaching.

Sometimes evil needs to be identified publicly – especially for the sake of protecting others.\

We have to trust GOD is working in our favor, leave the vengeance to HIM.
/1Thes 4:6 and that no one violate the rights and take advantage of his brother or sister in the matter, because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you previously and solemnly warned you.\
God looks very seriously upon injustice especially with HIS own children;

/Deu 32:35 Vengeance is Mine, and retribution; In due time their foot will slip. For the day of their disaster is near, And the impending things are hurrying to them.’ 36 “For the LORD will vindicate His people, And will have compassion on His servants, when He sees that their strength is gone, And there is none remaining, bond or free.\

/Prov 20:22 Do not say, “I will repay evil”; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.

Spiritual discernment in handling evil attacks and wicked leadership is imperative for the Believer.\
Without SM and the discernment that comes with that – causes many Bels to fail the tests and challenges of life.

/Every example we have covered from the apostles in Acts 5, into Rahab and Jonathan, shows us the doctrine of authority must be understood and applied. Yet God may call us into a strong stance against evil authority and unjust attacks and we must be prepared for that call. There is no substitute for Bible Doctrine resident in the soul. Just as you can not replace the filling power of the Spirit with human viewpoint. Spiritual warfare will find its way to your front door, the question is, are you ready for it? \
The cosmic system teaches to lash out and turn aggressive attacks against into aggressive attacks against our perceived enemies. 
The devil’s world promotes a vicious cycle of anger, hate and tyranny toward one another. We have to rise above that with the reflection of Jesus Christ in our words and actions.

/Prov 24:28 Do not be a witness against your neighbor for no reason, And do not deceive with your lips. 29 Do not say, “I shall do the same to him as he has done to me; I will repay the person according to his work.”\
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