Mat 168
Sexual idolatry begins with a subtle thought

PETE’S MOM
Turn to Romans chapter one.
We recently had to tear into this subject matter when we noted the blind pride series we just finished up… so I won’t tear it completely apart but it becomes important to read through it as it pertains to the Phallic Cult.
/Scar tissue of the soul (darkened or hard heart) and cosmic involvement precedes the practice of almost any kind of idolatry. Rom 1:18-25 tells us everyone is aware of God and His standards once they reach and age of accountability. It is a series of decisions that lead a person on a journey into idolatry.\

Every journey is made by thinking about a destination and then plotting a course…walking that course one step at a time comes after the thought process.
REPEAT
An interesting principle you can note is the study of children and how they inherently know right from wrong at a very tender age. You can see a child at age 4 or 5 years old when they hit another child or break something, they know something is wrong…they sense they have stepped over a boundary. 
God has placed His word and His presence everywhere around us and inside us…only a fool denies that. 

Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
/Rom 1:19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.
This is a God consciousness that only a fool can deny is in every human being.\
Ecc 3:11 God has placed eternity into the heat of man.
Everyone with a normal IQ has a sense of a Creator…for that matter we are also born with a gauge of right and wrong it pops up at a very young age and is only distorted or destroyed through a violent environment or some form of neglect or abuse.   REPEAT
Rarely….I mean very rarely is there just a slight chance of a chemical imbalance that drives a person to be criminal insane or off the wall concerning rules & regulations. 

Even then, the God consciousness remains under the surface hidden by mental & emotional baggage from our past. 
/Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
Unless the person’s I.Q. is lacking in some area, there are no excuses as to not knowing God.\
Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
The decisions we make determine how open our heart is going to be or how hard our heart will become.
A hard heart and darkened spirit, is due to a series of decisions and environments we have accepted and began to allow in our lives.
/Rom 1:22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.
This is where idol worship begins. Choices & decisions that remove God and His principles from our viewpoint.\

They became fools - because they made a choice or series of decisions to exchange or remove and replace the true God and all His power and Glory with a new idol…a new worship system.
And God being the perfect gentlemen gave them what they kept pushing for.
/Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.\
Let me tell from not only my own experience but common sense –
 that a 15 or 16 year old boy or girl who starts to act out sexual knows they are stepping over a line, the red flag pops off in their soul and they simply allow lust or the hormones to take the driver seat while ignoring that still small voice telling them to hold off.
We all have failed in many of these areas we are studying…relax, but be honest with yourself. WE all have many failure and sin issues…we are all flawed creatures.
Believe me now that I’m on Facebook there are people who know me from high school that are probably in shock and awe that I’m a pastor.
People know at a very young age when they are embarking on a journey that is dangerous…meaning my point is idol worship begins in the mind long before it plays out in our daily lives.
Satan has had great success through movies & media outlets over the years when it comes to promoting sexual promiscuity….so much so that it is now a norm and standard in our society.

/Rom 1:25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
The creature sometimes mean self (instant gratification, indulgence). Satan chose his desires over the truth of what God had offered him.\
The way it is written in the Greek is the same way we would say someone made a conscious decision to purchase a car or trade a car for another car…it took thought and calculation and then an open and cognitive trade or purchase. 

Much of this section of Romans chapter one is written in the present tense which means it is active and ongoing and has been around and will be around for the future. None of this is a one-shot decision but a series of changes and decisions …step by step journey that continues forward.

/Rom 1:26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,
This is set up to say this type of activity is dishonorable in the eyes of God and is not in His divine order or establishment.\
The Greek term for that which is unnatural is – FOO-SEE  PAR-AH - meaning something which is not designed by God something that is distorted to God’s original design.
REPEAT
Rom 1:27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
/Though it may seem difficult and by the world’s false standards it is a necessity, sexual pleasures or indulgences in that area are not part of the human sustenance, like water & food. You will not die if you abstain. God design sex for pleasure first and foremost and secondary for population of the world.\
Turn to Jeremiah chapter 3 with me.

God’s design was for the right man and right woman to wait on His timing and then get married and discover the sexual pleasures together.   ENJOY!!!
/Abstaining from self-gratification in the sexual area opens up a deeper spiritual process and vibrant thinking patterns for people. Many studies conclude it to be a healthy and happier person who waits for marriage;
Institute for Family Studies has recorded that men and women who remain virgins until marriage have happier marriages and longer or more stability then those who mix and mingle before marriage.\
There are many studies that conclude this type of statistic.
When a person gets involved in sexual sins it quickly falls into idolatry in one form or another.

Idolatry is often called spiritual adultery because it is unfaithfulness to the Lord, 
This needs to be one of the main reasons a person abstains from this…you can’t claim to love the Lord and live a lifestyle that is in direct opposition to what the Lord is all about.

Jer 3:6 Then the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king, “Have you seen what faithless Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there.
This speaks to following false gods and idols from other tribes & nations. 
Jer 3:7 “I thought, ‘After she has done all these things she will return to Me’; but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.
Once the habits start it becomes difficult to turn back toward God due to shame or guilt and sometimes it’s just because you have developed such a strong taste for this other lifestyle.
/Jer 3:8 “And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.\
Both the Northern and Southern Tribes of Israel had gone astray. 
DIVORCE is used to make it a strong statement.
Jer 3:9 “Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.
The idols and gods of other tribes were all wood and stone statues with no power or substance.
Jer 3:10 “Yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deception,” declares the LORD.
  Just a few verses down we see the heart of God is always reconciliation.

/Jer 3:13 ‘Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the LORD your God and have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree, and you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares the LORD.\
PAR-SAIR    DED-ACK = to scatter your favors - is telling us in the original Hebrew, that you have spread yourself across an area…walked with the intent of using your time, talent and treasure to spread it out among strangers. This speaks to a way of life… a path you have embarked upon.
/Jer 3:14 ‘Return, O faithless sons,’ declares the LORD; ‘For I am a master to you, and I will take you one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.’
(God looks for us to acknowledge sin and then turn back toward Him so we can live in our perfect position.)\
This is why naming and citing any known sin is important for the BEL but it goes beyond just naming and citing sins there is a turning back and walking toward God again…HE ALWAYS forgives!
/Jer 3:15 “Then I will give you shepherds (pastors) after My own heart, who will feed you on knowledge (de`ah) and understanding (sakal).
Knowledge related to truth (BD)
Understanding meaning wisdom, divine insight. An intelligent skill, something applicable.\
Turn to Ezekiel chapter 16.
DAH-HA     SAA-HELL
These are pointing to divine Knowledge only obtained from BD…which can train the Bel to have a spiritual IQ and discernment that means it is wisdom applied.

Turn to Ezekiel chapter 16:14 we are going to close today looking at some difficult principles concerning sexual idolatry.


[bookmark: _Hlk40096986]/Ezek 16:14 “Then your fame went forth among the nations on account of your beauty, for it was perfect because of My splendor which I bestowed on you,” declares the Lord GOD.\
What our success and fortune look like on the surface is something that reflects how great we are….and this becomes the problem and Satan had this exact attitude at some point in eternity past.

Look how great I am…look what I can do…look how wonderful & intelligent I am… all these skills and riches I have acquired show how great I AM.
This is the thought process of arrogance that separates us from God and sets us up to be little gods in our own lives.
I like to tell people take a step back for just a moment and take a nice deep breath of air.
Now realize that breath you just took came from the sovereignty of God almighty…nothing you did on your own.

If God decided to snap His fingers and pull the breath out of your lungs right now you can do nothing to stop it…if HE decides to stop oxygen getting to your body… its over!

/Eze 16:15 “But you trusted in your beauty and played the harlot because of your fame, and you poured out your harlotries on every passer-by who might be willing.
The Bel who spreads themselves across many areas and occupies themselves with cosmic viewpoint & and entertaining false doctrines risks becoming a victim of idolatry.\ 
Eze 16:16 “You took some of your clothes, made for yourself high places of various colors and played the harlot on them, which should never come about nor happen.
You dressed the part…you embraced that culture and went out of your way to even outfit yourself to be part of that group. TO FIT IN!
How many teenagers have wanted to fit in to a popular group only to end up in trouble or misery a year or two down the road?
/Eze 16:17 “You also took your beautiful jewels made of My gold and of My silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself male images that you might play the harlot with them.
The Amorites & Hittites had occupied this area of Palestine prior to the arrival of the Jews, both serving gods of Baal.\
NOTICE GOD supplies all our needs.
How then do you use what He supplies?
They fell right into the tradition and worship of the fallen angels the gods of old. 
Making images and statues to fit in with the people they were surrounding themselves with.

The old saying about those who you hang out will effect your life is very true!
Paul taught it to the church at Corinth…1Cor 15:33 - bad company corrupts good morals…..Pro 13:20 he who walks with wise men will be wise but the companion of fools will suffer harm.
/Eze 16:18 “Then you took your embroidered cloth and covered them, and offered My oil and My incense before them.
The Bels time, talent & treasure are observed by God after He allows the Bel to have them.\ 
If your time, talent and treasure serve self and cosmic agendas rather than giving God the first portion you will fall into this category we are noting here in Ezekiel. 

Eze 16:19 “Also My bread which I gave you, fine flour, oil and honey with which I fed you, you would offer before them for a soothing aroma; so it happened,” declares the Lord GOD.
All of this speaks to prosperity and blessings God allows the Bel to accumulate. 
/Eze 16:20 “Moreover, you took your sons and daughters whom you had borne to Me and sacrificed them to idols to be devoured. Were your harlotries so small a matter?
The ritualistic sacrifice for the gods of Baal not only included sexual perversions it also demanded blood and even death of the young as worship.\ 

There were fire sacrifices and different forms of cutting or beheading, one way was to take a new born baby and place it onto the molten hot arms of an iron statue of Baal and that baby was cooked to a crisp in front of a chanting crowd. 
Eze 16:21 “You slaughtered My children and offered them up to idols by causing them to pass through the fire.
/Eze 16:22 “Besides all your abominations and harlotries you did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and bare and squirming in your blood.
It is easy to forget how much God has done for us and the times He delivers us because our thoughts are lifted off Christ and put upon self or cosmic distractions when we go astray.\
Satan loves distractions and viewpoints that create an environment that focuses on the creature rather than the Creator. 
Eze 16:23 “Then it came about after all your wickedness (‘Woe, woe to you!’ declares the Lord GOD),
/Eze 16:24 that you built yourself a shrine and made yourself a high place in every square.
Self becomes the new god, pleasure, wealth or power, the goals of your future replace the respect and time you would normally devote toward the Lord.\
Again I remind my listeners God just wants a relationship….HE wants you to enjoy wealth and have fun and goals but not forsake HIM in the process.
We only achieve true pleasure and worthy goals when it comes from God.
Everything else is just temporal…

/Heb 11:25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 
Job 20:5 That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the godless momentary?\

The joy we get from self-indulgence and following cosmic viewpoint is very fleeting…it has no lasting value and most of the time we look back with regrets. 

The problem is once we embark on that journey of self-indulgence we begin to set up little temples in our soul structure.
/Eze 16:25 “You built yourself a high place at the top of every street and made your beauty abominable, and you spread your legs to every passer-by to multiply your harlotry.
Lust patterns left out of control ensure multiple mistakes and compound misery will consume your life.\

TA-AVE is the Hebrew verb for detestable or abominable …it is in the Hiphil stem meaning to make oneself like this to make oneself go from beauty or handsome to ugly because of choices you made. CHOICES!
Eze 16:26 “You also played the harlot with the Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, and multiplied your harlotry to make Me angry.

The nation of Israel ran to enemy territory for assistance when it made mistakes and attacks fell upon the nation. Each time they ran to the enemy or befriended new tribes and nations they slowly lost their identity and worshipped the gods of other people.

Stop seeking the answers and pleasures in the cosmic system it always leads us to a dead end or problems in the long run…it has no eternal value.
/Psa 149:4 For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation.
Psa 22:8 Commit yourself to the LORD; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.”\


 

