2Thess #71
Covenants to Israel will come to fruition

Let us pick it back up in Genesis chapter 12 RF.

/The nation of Israel was the only nation ever founded on regeneration. Abraham began life as a Gentile but through salvation became the father of the Jewish race. God often identifies Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Certain promises were made to Abraham. The Abrahamic covenant had three promised parts: land, seed (descendants) and blessing.\
/Gen 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you;

This was Abram’s call from God and his first moment of having faith in the one true GOD.\
Gen 12:2 And I will make you into a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing;

/The great nation refers to the land that would later be designated, the great name refers to the descendants of Abraham, and the blessing indicates the faith of his future generations. Later this basic covenant was enlarged with 3 more covenants - the Palestinian (land), the Davidic (seed) and the New Covenant (future).\

Gen 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
/Gen 12:4 So Abram went away as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

The origin of the word – Hebrew, means to cross over. Abram left Babylon culture which was under the authority of Nimrod. He crossed over the Euphrates and Jordan Rivers in his journey toward the true GOD.\  
The reflection of God’s plan is seen in the creation of Israel.
A new creation who crosses over from the valley of death into eternal life.

/Every aspect of the creation of Israel points to our intimate relationship with God. Abram had the faith to trust in the one true GOD removing himself from the evil his own family was involved with. The circumcision points to the removal of flesh (Gen 17:24) yet even that was reliant upon faith. A whole new creation was created by GOD in the line of Abraham. Yet faith would always be the determining factor.\

Faith is the key issue – it is written throughout scripture …many examples teach us without faith all the rituals mean nothing!
Abraham was born again and saved the moment he had faith to follow GOD across the rivers.
Abrahams’ life is an example of greater grace and spiritual growth.
/Gen 17:26 On this very same day Abraham was circumcised, as well as his son Ishmael. 27 And all the men of his household, those who were born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

This did not guarantee salvation unless they had faith. This was an example of the powerful faith of Abraham. \

Many of the servants or slaves under Abraham’s charge, as well as Ismael his first son, who was barely a teenager, may have never been born again. 
We simply do not know.
Religion makes an issue out of works and rituals and the outward facades – God looks at the heart! 
                             REPEAT
/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him.
                                         (Rom 4:9-12)\

The Apostle Paul pointed this issue out to several congregations in the early church. Any ritual without reality is nothing more than human good.

I saw a post the other day on one of the media platforms that was so true - it put a huge smile on my face.
It stated – that at the moment of the Rapture, many prisons will be emptied out while many churches will remain full.

/Rom 4:9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;\
Abraham’s life is one of a personal and spiritual journey filled with victories and loss.
Two steps forward and one step back.

Abraham had many complete, face plants in the dirt! Painful and humiliating failures followed by learning and growing then moving toward SM.

Never forget that – it is our example of spiritual growth – stages of maturity.
                           REPEAT
Jump over to Genesis 15 it will show some of these covenants being established. 
 
The first promise or basic covenant seen in Genesis 12:2 was amplified by three more covenants - the Palestinian (land promises), the Davidic (seed promises) and the New Covenant (blessing promises). These covenants were given to Israel and it is emphasized in many NT teachings certainly under the Apostle Paul; 
/Rom 9:3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my countrymen, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and daughters, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the Law, the temple service, and the promises;\
 The LAW and the temple both point to the Nation of Israel, not a dispensation of the Church. 
The Palestinian covenant stated that although Israel was given the authority or the deed to the land of Palestine forever, to remain in occupation in that land was conditioned on obedience.

When the nation was disobedient, discipline would eventually follow. 
Part of that discipline was a scattering across the land away from what was given to them for a period of time.
Deuteronomy chapters 28 into chapter 30 clearly teaches us this.

Gen 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be very great.”
Gen 15:2 But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
Abram just like most Believers was trying to work their own plans and their own timing into the plan of God.

/Gen 15:3 Abram also said, “Since You have given me no son, one who has been born in my house is my heir.”

The frustration of waiting on God’s plan and God’s timing caused both Abram and Sarai a great deal of self-induced misery in their lives.\ 
God was not only going to bless them with a son of their own, HE was going to bring forth a nation and a line leading through King David right to the throne of Jesus Christ.
Which is connected to the new covenant.
/As is seen throughout the Bible, many of God’s chosen people did not see the full picture or completion of God’s plan during their lifetime. Many like Abraham, had no idea how important their life was in the overall plan of God. Hidden portions and mysteries are seen throughout Biblical history that later became revealed by the hand of GOD.\

Today in the CA we need to understand and trust that GOD is working in our life in a similar fashion.
The differences between the dispensation of Israel and the dispensation of the Church are very obvious if you are willing to study them.

/The nation of Israel established under God’s promises to Abraham become very apparent in scripture. The Church age dispensation in no way, can replace Israel. The CA Bel within their soul, reflects the nation of Israel in many aspects of doctrinal principles. Spiritual growth, divine discipline, eternal security are just a few of the doctrinal lessons we learn by looking backward upon Israel in the Old Testament.\ 

Gen 15:4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”
/Gen 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”\
Waiting on the timing and plan of GOD is seen in every dispensation.

The failure to do so, brings forth self-induced misery which can be followed by divine discipline. 
Gen 15:6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He credited it to him as righteousness.
/The Davidic covenant made a provision for an eternal king, Jesus Christ, to rule over Israel in the land. He would be in the lineage of Abraham, be born a virgin, then sit on the throne of David at a future time on earth in the Millennium reign. 2 Samuel 7:1-16 points to this covenant;

2Sa 7:16 “Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”’”\
This also connects to the new covenant. 
Then God reveals to Abraham that the nation under his bloodline, will suffer 400 years of slavery. 
Also, that Abraham will live a long and prosperous life.

Jump down a few verses to note the promise of the land – what most scholars call the Palestinian Covenant;

/Gen 15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant (bᵊrîṯ ) with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:

This was also repeated and clarified in Genesis chapter 17. To make a legal bond and agreement.\
The Hebrew term is – BEER-EF, it is legal and binding promise. 
It was sometimes used to speak of a marriage agreement or a friendship agreement over property, or any type of settled dispute.
It meant to now be in an alliance, to be in a type of legal union with someone. 

That someone is the GOD of the universe.

/This was not an agreement Abraham needed to do anything for – it was all the work and promise of GOD! It was God’s grace in action and once sealed by HIS divine word, it can never be shaken or broken. It is an analogy of eternal security – GOD can never lie or go back on HIS covenants. The stretch of land you current see in Israel (2024) will expand immensely at the 2nd Advent!\ 
Take a look on your maps at Egypt, Saudi Arabi, Iraq and Syria, all those regions in and around that area, then you get a sense of what type of land covenant this encompasses. 
Gen 15:19 the land of the Kenite, the Kenizzite, the Kadmonite,
Gen 15:20 the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Rephaim,
Gen 15:21 the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.”

You want to know one of the main reasons secular people in these regions of the middle east hate Israel so much – right there, one of the main reasons! 
The land covenant that no one wants to admit belongs to God’s created nation called Israel. 
They can manipulate history and kick against it, but it will happen overnight… in one day, as Isaiah chapter 66 taught us.
You have seen the land covenant and the seed covenant…
Let me show the new covenant; 
/The New Covenant provided for Jesus Christ dying on the cross for, our sins, and the following blessing when the individual Israelite accepted Christ as their only savior. Although these covenants pertain to Israel, the CA Bel benefits from the New Covenant by faith in Jesus Christ. God used the line of Abraham to bring us the Hypostatic Union, only seen and accomplished in The Lord Jesus Christ. \
This put definitive clarity on Gen 3:15 when the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent would be at war.
That the coming Messiah would be in a human bloodline and crush the serpents’ head upon that cross.
These covenants are all connected and we only have one of these 3 fulfilled.

The Apostle Paul put it like this in Galatians 3:14 - “That the blessing of Abraham might come for the Gentiles through Jesus Christ: that we might receive the promise of the Spirit by faith.”
Or what Paul said about the tree in Romans chapter 11;
/Gal 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Rom 11:17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree,\

Let me close by clarifying this – because next lesson we will note some glaring differences between the Church and Israel, that make it apparent Israel still has some blessing coming their way.

Certainly, the land promise and the fulfillment of a KING on the throne.

/Any form of replacement theology as in, the Church replaces the Nation of Israel is a crucial error. That is a direct attack on the character and nature of GOD. There is no future spiritual blessing or permanent blessing that Israel lost out due to rebellion. God never referenced the Church as Israel or vice versa. The nation of Israel was given certain commands and promises as was the Church under the authority of Christ.\
There is even a new spin on this replacement theology in the past two years.
It pushes a false narrative that true Israel is all from a European bloodline. 

They claim to believe the Bible, yet argue that many scriptures were twisted or changed. Changed or twisted because all people of the Jewish bloodline are counterfeits and not who God made as HIS original nation.
This would throw the whole Bible from OT into NT in a tail spin as one big lie.

I have been teaching about counterfeits.
I will even elaborate more over time that there are absolutely, people throughout history who infiltrated or used the Nation of Israel that are not who they claim to be.
There are agents and seeds of Satan infiltrated in not only Israel but other cultures and countries across the world.
Yet you can not alter and add too or take from the truth of the MIND of Christ! 

