James #182
Positional Death 

Sunday night prayer meeting on discord tonight.
Keep in mind after next week, I will be away from the 4th of July until the 10th.
We will be doing the Lord’s Supper on Sunday the 12th when I get back on track.

Folks there were 7 earthquakes above a level 5 magnitude that all happened within the same 24 period recently. The one in Venezuela was like a double hit – back-to-back.
That is not just coincidental, but I won’t elaborate on my personal thoughts.
 Let us keep these people in prayer. 

Open back up in Romans chapter 8 RF.
We will close out our look into temporal death and operational death.
Remember Temporal Death begins as we step outward into the OSN. This is why even for the Believer, sin is a form of death…nothing to do with loss of salvation. 
/Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

The warning from the Apostle Paul is because we as Bels, have the ability to walk in the OSN – temporal death.\
Our free will plays the pivotal role in our relationship with God; it is always our own accountability and responsibility to make decisions that bring us closer to God.
Temporal Death when left unchecked, can lead to a life of Operational death which has been highlighted in our anchor study of James 2.
It means a life that lacks the full impact of the Fruit of the Spirit, it is a life that has little or no divine good to show for it in the end. 
/Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,

The law of God points us to the whole of the BIBLE, principles and protocols. A mind set on the flesh becomes stranded away from truth. It takes serious humility and a steady diet of BD to gain ground back.\ 
A Christian cannot remain distant or void of the WORD and the filling power of the HS for extended periods of time and assume, it is an easy bounce back to where they may have been.
Peeling away from BD and the habitual filling power of the HS is a dangerous ground to test. A simple two-week period of moving away from the two power options will begin a negative decay in one realm or another.
                          REPEAT
It is simply not worth risking your momentum. 
A Christian can become an enemy of GOD at some point of reversionism. 
/Rom 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

There is never anything in the flesh that GOD will fellowship with or recognize as righteous.\
Even a small amount of human merit and human viewpoint, can quickly turn a divine work into a useless pile of wood, hay and straw.

Christians often stay busy cleaning up the devil’s world. Then looking for anti-Christian agendas to fight against and yet the biggest culprit of wickedness and spiritual warfare is in their own life first – the OSN.
/Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

Both written in the 1st class condition – it is true, that the HS indwells all Bels. Just as this is a fact, that Unbels do not belong to GOD, because the SPIRIT can only indwell a Bels soul.\  
The Trinity will never indwell and fellowship with an unbelieving soul. It is impossible, there has to be a super-natural union with Christ.
The baptism of the HS happens at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone. 
That is the foundation of the indwelling power. 

/Rom 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.

Another 1st class condition – anyone in union with Christ has the righteousness of Christ in them.\ 

Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Another statement of fact – The Apostle Paul is clearing saying all Bels have the HS and yet some make choices against the filling power of it.
The life he is teaching on is a spiritual life that refuses to walk in Temporal Death.
The easiest route to achieve a solid spiritual life, one that leads to godliness is found in those two power options.
The Filling power of the HS habitually and a steady diet of BD in the soul!
Rom 8:12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
Paul is teaching this because sin after salvation is a reality, negative choices against the plan of GOD happen to Bels.
We are called into accountability and responsibility in the plan of God.
                                     REPEAT
Free will matters!
I believe it is a core concept of the whole bible. I believe if you could tear the bible down to a few foundational concepts, it points to the person and work of Jesus Christ at the center of everything. 
Then you have free will among God’s created creatures and an angelic rebellion in eternity past.
You fully grasp those concepts and the whole Bible begins to come together like a massive puzzle. 
It is like having the corner or top and bottom pieces come together in a large puzzle.
                             REPEAT
/Rom 8:13 for if you are living in accord with the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

The Bel walks in death when the OSN begins to take control. That is temporal, that can lead to operational death meaning no spiritual life, no growth, or rewards.\
It is simply carnality or the perpetuation of carnality in reversionism. 
Temporal death just means that death is used to show that when you and I sin we are out of fellowship.
                             REPEAT
We are dead to God in the sense of being out of fellowship and we are walking in the flesh which means real spirituality is not part of your life.

/Temporal death —
Eph 5:14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.”

Ephesians 5 is speaking to Bels becoming and learning how to be imitators of GOD. Christ is already in you; you are part of the RF…walk in it! Same principle seen in Luke 15 - the prodigal son.\ 

Unbels are born as enemy combatants and only can become true children of GOD, once they believe upon TLJC. 
None of us are born directly into the family of God – HE created us and loves all of us, yet we are born as enemies of the plan of God – separated from HIM.

Once you understand a Bel can walk in a form of death, then many scriptures begin to make sense and it does not compromise the truth of eternal security. 
/1Tim 5:6 But she who indulges herself in luxury is dead, even while she lives.

Jam 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it has run its course, brings forth death.\ 
Both of these lessons were being taught to congregations of Bels. 
1Timothy was referencing how to handle the widows in the congregation – and James we have been studying, was directed at Jewish Bels.

We will close in Romans 6 – flip back a few chapters RF.
Bels can walk in temporal death that leads to operational death.
/Rev 3:1 To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, and yet you are dead.\
That is also written to BELIEVERS.
It has nothing to do with loss of salvation that would go against eternal security.

Now as we pivot into learning about Positional death — Romans chapter 6 is a very clear message on this subject matter. 
In chapter 5 the Apostle Paul reminds the Bels in Rome that they are justified by Christ, not the LAW. 
He reminds them the Mosaic Law helped us to understand the need for the grace gift through the person and work of Jesus Christ.
He then tells them works programs and religious rituals are really no better than immorality or any other sin.
Basically, sin is sin…it is often dressed up in religious dogma and deeds of the flesh or self-righteous arrogance. 
This is why he opens up in chapter 6 with this;
Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?
Rom 6:2 Far from it! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?
This is a very strong statement by Paul.
/The Apostle Paul was an expert at this debater’s technique – asking rhetorical type questions and putting forth examples that he would eventually bring to a conclusion with the answer. He is pointing out that there is no license to sin just because God’s grace is abundantly given. You have to teach balance when you teach true grace.\
Verse one is written in a Greek present tense, active voice – ARE WE TO CONTINUE IN SIN. This means a continued lifestyle of sin and walking in temporal death unchecked. WE are responsible – the active voice. 
/Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized (baptizō)  into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

We are fully identified in Christ at salvation – your position has changed. HIS death opens up our opportunity for Positional Death IN HIM.\ 
One of the ancient versions of the word baptizo’, came from the culinary art of making a pickle. 
Around 200 BC, it was discovered that boiling a cucumber in hot water and then immediately submerging it into a jar of vinegar for a long period of time, it eventually came out different. It was as if the cucumber and vinegar became one with each other, creating something new. 
That cucumber can never go back to its original form even though at its core it is still a cucumber. 
                               REPEAT
It means to be washed and submerged into something; to be overwhelmed by something, it is now part of you.
It means to be fully identified with Christ.
/Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life.

Positionally the old sin nature is dead; its power has been broken. Positional death is retroactive positional truth or identification with Christ in His death.\

At the moment of salvation, we are immediately brought backward into the work of Christ on that cross. 
Retroactive means backdated to that day of the Cross of Christ.
That spiritual death of Christ that occurred, paid for the sins of the whole world, so your OSN was nailed to that cross.
You adjusted to the justice of God at salvation and accepted the truth of Jesus Christ.
Those who reject the truth of Jesus Christ, HIS person and work as our savior, at the moment of physical death have sealed their fate to remain separated from GOD forever. Even though the work on the cross covered them as well.               
                        REPEAT
Once again teaching us, that God respects our free will.    
/ Though still present in our body (DNA), the old sin nature has been halted in its power to rule our lives. It will always kick, tempt and push against us in this physically flawed body and system. The only reason it still rules is because we exercise our free will in favor of it. A new spiritual power (HS), has replaced the power of the OSN. We now have an option that was never available before salvation.\ 
The Filling Power of the HS that we open up is an adjustment to the justice of God, agreeing with the righteousness and purity of HIS plan and HIS power.   

That moment we name and cite a known sin, is a spiritual washing that opens up a filling power of the HS which enables the Christ-like nature to shine forth in your life. 
So, the Bel in essence, allows the HS to take control and do spiritual work within them.
/God the HS has a salvation ministry and a teaching ministry. These salvation ministries of the Holy Spirit are designed to provide the environment for temporal blessing from the justice of God at spiritual maturity. The seven-fold salvation ministry, sets the foundation for a teaching and guiding ministry.\ 

At the moment of the baptism of the HS your position changed forever. 

It is also the only moment in time of true equality on earth – everyone is given the same grace gifts and opportunity in that moment of time. Every person who believes on TLJC is retroactively nailed to the Cross with Christ. 
Their flesh is nailed to that cross.  
That speaks to the theology of Positional Death.  
                          REPEAT                        
Rom 6:5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

/The baptism of the Spirit has two facets. We are immediately and permanently, put in union with Christ. Meaning we have been seated with Christ at the right hand of the Father. We are also in union with Christ as Christ died on the cross — current and retroactive positional truth. Your position in Christ now makes you fully submerged (identified) with everything about the person and work of Jesus Christ. You reap benefits from HIS power, work, victory as well as Royality.\
 
Not because of anything good in you, or any effort you put forth.
It is all grace! 
All we did is have a positive decision in a moment of time… a true moment of surrender to the justice of God. Then we are eternally secure and supernaturally married to Christ. 
Your position changed forever!

Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
Rom 6:7 for the one who has died is freed from sin.
