Mat 215
The banquet for Believers is not exclusive.

Today we will do the Lord’s supper at the end of the message so feel free to get a cracker and some juice for the symbolic bread & wine of the Eucharist.

We left off last lesson in Matthew 15 verses 35 thru 38 and I believe we can wrap up Matthew chapter 15 today.


Mat 15:35 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground;
Mat 15:36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.
/Mat 15:37 And they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full.\

Mat 15:38 And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.
Mat 15:39 And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the region of Magadan.

This is believed to be the home town of Mary Magdalene it is on the southwest corner of the region call Gennesaret which was a very plush area in Galilee especially for the growth of fruits & vegetables.  
But let us look at TLJC before He began to journey in that direction.
The Apostles are now learning to serve a large crowd – putting their own preconceived notions and needs or personal concerns to the side and becoming servants of the Royal Family of God.
They are also learning once again that it is the Lord who will supply for the needs, they simply need to be willing to serve as the church leaders. 

Mat 15:37 on the board - tells the story of abundance once TLJC is in control and that fellowship is flowing accurately. 
/The crowd of thousands were never turned away nor were there any people who went hungry. Seven baskets of left overs, shows us God’s completed, perfect work was not only enough – it over flowed into abundance.\
The rest and fellowship went to greater heights now that TLJC had been able to give in abundance without interference.

There was no pettiness, no human works involved - from the moment the Lord took control and told the masses to be seated it was an overflowing episode of grace in action.

/The Apostles stopped questioning and began to operate in their gift of serving, the crowd was filled with a majority of positive Bels who were focused on the Lord. Jesus was then in a position to show them grace in abundance to the point that it not only left everyone satisfied, but the leftovers were overflowing.\
Turn to Acts chapter 10 RF.

I want you to see what the lesson of this banquet of Bels points us too. 
How TLJC was preparing these future church leaders to never question the plan of God concerning who enters into the family of God from that point forward.

As you go to Acts chapter ten I want to remind you of the abundance that comes from the grace of God.
/Isa 55:1“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.\
The call for the world is that there is no monetary number you can put on your union with Jesus Christ – there is no amount of money that can buy true wisdom – but there is a calling to believe on TLJC and then to spend the time and effort to get to know HIM!

That is the price, that speaks to the cost!
Anyone, from any walk of life - if they are truly hungry or thirsty, it is TLJC who can satisfy that need spiritually and physically…emotionally and even financially. 
He has a plan and more specifically HE has a personal plan just for you.
/Isa 55:2 “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.\

The waste of time and money we spend in the cosmic system is foolishness, it has no eternal value – it gains nothing in time as far as true wisdom & spirituality. It is really, an empty pursuit concerning your future in eternity. 
You do realize you will never see this day again?  Once the sun sets today it is onto the next day.

It is only in our closeness to the Lord that we have anything that is of lasting value.
/Psa 65:4 How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You
To dwell in Your courts. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple\

Our satisfaction comes from our relationship with TLJC. When that is in order our lives begin to unfold in very meaningful ways.
Ask yourself, are you getting closer to the kingdom right now in time, are you living in your position or occupied with your daily condition?

Now in Acts chapter 10…we are still in a beginning stage of a new dispensation.
This is the beginning stages of the CA and this points us to realize that there was a transition still occurring from the moment of the day of Pentecost almost until the completed canon of scripture.
On that day of Pentecost which you can note over a hundred Jewish Bels became filled with God the HS from that point forward the HS took on a new role for this CA dispensation.
Now the Apostles and early church leaders had to go out and bring the message and with it - came the filling power of God the HS.
There was more than one Pentecost - and many of you know the Hebrew name for the feast of the spring harvest is called Shavuot which means 50th day.

This was not the Jewish holiday celebrated over again but the title of the day of Pentecost can apply concerning the power of God the HS descending upon groups of OT Bels.
Those who came to believe in TLJC when He was teaching and physically walking among them were still under OT commands.

The mixed race of Samaritans and other groups of Jewish Bels would encounter those who were now filled with God the HS and the power of the Spirit would come alive in them. This happened and spread out across the land during the course of the early church. 

In Chapter ten we will see Gentile Bels come alive with God the HS as well.

In other words, the original 120 Jewish Bels in the upper room (Act 2) went out in the weeks and months following the day of Pentecost and any Bel they encountered God the HS came alive within them as well.
By all accounts the 11 Apostles were predominately the ones responsible for this and we will see Peter in this exact situation. 

Act 10:9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.
Act 10:10 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance;
Act 10:11 and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground,
This becomes a very clear vision for Peter and though it is a dream state he is in a divine vision has greater clarity then a human dream. It is like watching a movie play out right in front of you on the big screen.
/Act 10:12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.
Due to Old Testament laws the Jews were forbidden to eat certain animals.\
Act 10:13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!”
This was showing Peter a large group of different animals and birds together, many would not mix in with the Jewish diet of that day. 

Mosaic law and Jewish tradition was no longer part of the protocol plan of God, Peter is about to be called out in a new direction which he should have been well prepared for from the lessons TLJC taught him like we are studying in Matthew 15.

Act 10:14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”
/Act 10:15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”
This is in reference to Gentiles which the Jews (Bels) still kept at a distance.\
Act 10:16 This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.
Peter has been commanded to eat unclean animals in violation of Codex #3 of the Mosaic law. 

God has cleansed the Gentile Bels without those Gentile Bels becoming Jews. Three times shows us the Trinity at work in Peter’s life.
And because the tradition is so embedded into Peter this was difficult for him to comprehend, repetition hammers the point home. 
 
This is a new dispensation the age of grace and it has always been faith alone in Christ alone.
God is pointing this out to Peter because Peter is about to have contact with a Gentile patrol.
 The Apostle Peter will have contact with a Roman officer very soon.
Act 10:17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the gate;
Act 10:18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there.
/Act 10:19 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you.
God is making it very clear between the vision and the still small voice of God speaking to him through the power of the Spirit.\
Act 10:20 “But get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.”
Verse 20 is written in the Greek present tense, imperative mood - so this is a command which means over and over again, God the HS was speaking with authority to Peter.
/Peter still had issues with legalism pertaining to being a Jew and certain traditions. God is now demanding that Peter get up and follow HIS lead. The Bel needs to know when God is leading them and not to put their preconceived notions and doubts in the path because it will cause stumbling and confusion.\ 
Peter finally responds to the obvious call of God and goes down to meet the men.

Act 10:22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and hear a message from you.”

Now the Apostle Peter gets on track with the plan of God and he takes the journey to Caesarea – look at verse 25 now;

Act 10:25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him.
Act 10:26 But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a man.” 27 As he talked with him, he entered and found many people assembled.

/Peter enters into the plan of God where he was being called to assist in the foundation of the Church Age dispensation. The Bel never knows what intricate part of God’s plan is around the next corner or at the end of the journey down the next road.\

Act 10:28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.
Now Peter is coming around – now he is beginning to see the dawn of the new era. 

Act 10:29 “That is why I came without even raising any objection when I was sent for. So I ask for what reason you have sent for me.”

/Act 10:30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my house during the ninth hour; and behold, a man stood before me in shining garments,
This is a sign of a strong Bel – prayer is answered quickly when it is in line with the plan of God and a mature Bel is operating in his calling.\  
Act 10:31 and he said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God.
Act 10:32 ‘Therefore send to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner by the sea.’

Just so you know it was against Jewish tradition to stay at a house where dead animals were being skinned and prepared for clothing or material – that was the job of a tanner. 

This was not a popular place to hang out, yet Peter was staying there so maybe his legalism had dwindle more than we suspect.

/Act 10:34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.\

Peter actually goes on to preach the gospel and then we see what happens by verse 43;
Act 10:43 “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”
/Act 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message.
Cornelius and his household were Bels along with a few there, but many others only came to believe in that moment.\
God the HS entered the scene and so we have a Gentile Pentecost at that historic point. 
In Acts chapter 8 there was a Samaritan Pentecost which was the mixed bloodline of the Jews who were considered rejects of the nation of Israel. 

Act 10:45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.
Act 10:46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,
Act 10:47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?”
Act 10:48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.
Peter would be in charge of the Jews and Paul would be the one to go and seek and save the Gentiles with his ministry – but God let both men know wherever they go the word needed to be preached accurately and souls needed to be saved – Jew or Gentile. 

The Bel is not limited to a certain I.Q. or culture - race or gender, it is a wide-open plan and invitation for anyone who comes to believe in TLJC.
After salvation we all come to the table no one should be left behind. 
With salvation comes blessings and rewards in time and eternity for those who seek a real relationship with HIM.
/Deu 28:12 “The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.\

The world will challenge you and the cosmic system will attack and confuse you from time to time, but those who stand strong in their relationship with God have an abundance now and then in eternity! 
/Eph 3:20   Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,\
Abundance is not always about wealth and having the big house and perfect marriage – abundance can mean spiritual discernment and stability beyond the average person. 
Contentment & spiritual growth. 

/Jhn 10:9 “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.\
Pasture speaks to a place of rest and comfort…protection. A place where you know your needs are met.
Notice it tells us, MAY HAVE – we may have an abundant life, the choices we make matter!

God’s grace and love gives us everything in eternity past but it is up to us to be on the righteous path that opens the blessings up to us.

/2Cor 9:8   And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;\
The abundance is given in eternity past therefore God has taken care of everything for us.

We simply need to be on the receiving end by growing up inside the plan of God. 
Let us close now by recognizing the one ritual we CA Bels are called to remember habitually – the Lord’s supper. 

In Matthew chapter 15 the Lord made it clear there is no difference between Jew or Gentile, that we all sit at the Lord’s table with equal privilege and equal opportunity.
There is no exclusion in the plan of God because HE is a God of inclusion.
The invitation is for all mankind – and spiritual growth is available to all Bels.
/Mat 15:35 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground; 36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks (eucharisteō), He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.\
YOU-CAR-AS-STAY-OH this means having a grateful spirit – giving thanks, we get the Christian term Eucharist from this.
This is a term used well over 60x in the NT and it is the call for gratitude toward God. 
TLJC leads by example - yet HIS suffering on the Cross at Calvary was never intended for us to imitate.
Only that we accept the challenges in this temporal life after salvation as a cross to bear from time to time.

You see there was only one unique one that could accept the punishment, endure the pain, shame and succeed as the savior of all the world. 
The incredible God-man Jesus Christ who could stand in the white hot, light of divine judgement for all mankind, the perfect substitute for us.
No one else could do this - divine perfection and purity stood in front of all of us because HIS love would not allow HIM to leave even one person behind.

Jesus Christ was and always will be the spotless offering – the pure lamb of God who took away the sins of the world.
And as we come to the heavenly banquet table that was paid for with HIS sacrifice -whether you are male or female – Jew or Gentile, realize and remember that on the night our Lord was so bitterly betrayed – He took the bread giving thanks, HE broke it, saying this is my body…take and eat.
Let us eat the bread.
In the same manner our Lord took the cup and lifting it up HE again gave thanks and proclaimed this is my blood – the blood of a new and everlasting covenant, each time you eat this bread and drink this cup you bring ME into remembrance …let us drink the cup. 





