James #173
Vast differences between the Great White Throne and the Bema Seat judgment. 

Jump back into our anchor study of James chapter two RF.
We will be doing the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message, so please be prepared. 

There will be a coming announcement on the 2026 Bible Conference probably in the next ten days.
We have covered the issues of arrogance, legalism and prejudice that had been popping up in the church at Jerusalem and we noted how Pastor James had to deal with this.
It was of such great concern to him that he wrote a letter to be sent out to several congregations of Jewish brethren. 
That is why the epistle begins by addressing the 12 tribes dispersed abroad. 
By chapter two, he begins to dig deeper into a few of the problems he was viewing within his own congregation.
The pettiness, religious nonsense and prejudice had to be addressed.
Jam 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
Jas 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
Those involved in most of the problems and even the legal disputes, were born again Jews, with a higher social status and wealth in that community. 
Jas 2:7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?
CA Bels are now ambassadors for the Lord Jesus Christ – we represent HIM.

Jas 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.
Pastor James makes several distinctions in this letter about the law of freedom, the law of Christ we now walk in, as opposed to the Mosaic Law.

It is now fulfilled in Christ and we are in union with HIM.
Jas 2:9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the Law as violators.
Jas 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.
Fumbling or failing in one aspect of the Mosaic Law means failure in all of it.

Jas 2:11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do murder, you have become a violator of the Law.
Jas 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.
We are to live in and walk in grace.
/Jas 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

We are called into a lifestyle of grace, a life that reflects the nature of Christ.\

The issue of judgment can become a stumbling block for Bels with little, or no doctrinal theology under their belt.
It is also a source of contention among legalistic teachers and Bels who cling to religious rituals as symbolic of their spirituality.   
When we see scriptures pointing to judgment, it can often bring up a lot of disputes. Many Christians get the spark of legalism fired up concerning who and what is being judged. 
                             REPEAT
Here is what you should be aware of concerning judgment; 
/The 7 judgments found in scripture;
1. The Cross of Christ – the central judgement doctrine for all mankind.
2. The responsibility of personal judgment for all Bels (1Jhn 1:9, 1Cor 11:30-31…etc.)
3. The Judgment Seat of Christ (Bema) 2Cor 5:10 & Rom 14:10.\
Notice the Cross of Jesus Christ is not only the central doctrine, it is the foundation for all other judgment we need to understand. 
/4. The Judgment of the Unbelieving Jews at the 2nd Advent, Ezek 20:30-38. (part of the baptism of fire). 
5. The Judgment of the Unbelieving Gentiles at the 2nd Advent, Joel 3:1-13, Mat 25:31-46. (part of the baptism of fire).\
Now keep in mind there are other scriptures pointing to this 2nd advent, the ones I give you clearly show you this future judgement. 

 /6. The Judgment of Fallen Angels. After the Millennium, all fallen angels are cast into the lake of fire.
                     (Rev 20)
7.The Judgment of All Unbelievers after the Millennium. Unbelievers are cast into the lake of fire after the Millennium as well. (both at Great White Thorne) \
That is it…that is the only list a born- again believer needs to concern themselves with. As you can see the Christian has been removed from a final judgement in reference to the Lake of Fire.
The Cross of Jesus Christ dictates and authorizes all of these judgements. 
 
/The Judgement Seat of Christ (Bels) is NOT the same as the Great White Throne Judgement (Unbels & fallen angels/demons). The Last Judgement for unbelievers takes place at the end of the Millennium. Scripture for the Judgement Seat of Christ is found in 1Cor 3, 2Cor 5 & Rom 14:10. The Great White Throne in Revelation 20:11-15, is an end of time event – a final judgment. \
The first involves Church Age Believers, the last is for Unbelievers of every dispensation along with demons and fallen angels. The Great White throne appears as a singular event.

In fact, we will close today in Revelation 20… so feel free to go there.

/2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.
         (1Cor 3:12-14, Rom 14:10)
The Judgement Seat of Christ is for all Church Age Bels, carnal or spiritual (2Cor 5:10; 1Cor 3:12-15). Therefore, all Believers go up in the Rapture whether or not they are in fellowship, winner or loser.\
This I believe puts to rest the argument of whether loser Bels stay behind for the Tribulation. 
/Every time we see the throne of GOD and a throne for Christ, it is never referenced as a singular event like the Great White Throne judgment. In fact, the heavenly Throne room and Throne for Christ/God appear as it always existed. As it always represents glory, honor in a positive realm. So, there is a strong probability the justice system of God is connected to the Great White Throne for a One-time cleansing judgment event.\  
What I have come to believe and what I can tell you for certain is, the Great White Throne is a judgment Seat that appears for a one-time event, at the end of time as we know it.

Please take note of all these scriptures in the NT in reference to the throne of God or Christ, then compare them to the Great White Throne in Rev 20;
/Heb 8:1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
(Mat 19:28, Mat 25:31, Act 7:49, Heb 1:8, Heb 12:2, Rev 1:4, Rev 3:21)
Heb 4:16 Therefore let's approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace for help at the time of our need.\
You can check every use of the word throne in the NT teachings in relation to God and the Lord Jesus Christ and see what I am telling you.
A Throne of grace, not judgment.
There is only one that stands out as a one-time event in relation to judging Unbels and fallen angels. 
/Rev 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all the tribes, peoples, and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

This is a future description of the martyrs (Bels) from the Tribulation.\

/Rev 4:9 And when the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and they will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
(Rev 5:1-13, Rev 6:16, Rev 8:3) \

What you find is glory, honor… majesty as well as elect angels and born-again Bels.
There is not a final judgment for Unbels or fallen angels found in these other passages.
/Rev 12:5 And she gave birth to a Son, a male, who is going to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her Child was caught up to God and to His throne. 
(Rev 16:17, Rev 19:4, Rev 21:3, Rev 22)
Luk 24:51 While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
(The Lord was raptured up at the ascension). \
Now let us pick it in Revelation 20 which is clearly stating that after the 1,000 years of Christ earth, something happens that changes the earth, the universe and time as we know it – this is the beginning of eternity. 
It will be the 2nd resurrection; 
/Rev 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled, and no place was found for them.

2Pet 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly people.\
The 2nd Advent of Christ comes like a thief, it is unexpected, everything changes. After the one thousand years of peace on earth a rebellion occurs one last time and then this final judgment. 
This is written in a future, present tense which means it will most certainly happen just as it is written here.
This is very unique as the universe as we know it, is destroyed – time as we know it, ceases to exist. 
                              REPEAT
Then this judicial bench appears at the center of everything.
/Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.

The books (plural) and the judgement of Christ, are the witnesses that will condemn all Unbels and fallen angels.\
All their self-righteousness and deeds of the flesh will be revealed, being minus the righteousness of Christ. 
That is the sin that carries them into the Lake of Fire! 
Refusing to believe upon the person and work of our LORD Jesus Christ.
Mat 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 
/Rev 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them; and they were judged, each one of them according to their deeds.

All the holding cells and restraining power release not only every Unbel, yet also demons and fallen angels.\ 
(The abyss, torments, Tartarus)
Rev 20:14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
The Lake of Fire is the spiritual death – the separation from God for all of eternity.
By the way there are seven deaths we can note in scripture as well.
/Rev 20:15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

The book of life is a list of those who are in UNION with Christ – they have the true eternal life and light of HIS righteousness.\ 
IF is written in a first-class condition, meaning it is true! 
Out of all these beings (human, demon or angel) mentioned here in chapter 20, none will be found in the book of life.
As we prepare to take in the Lord’s Supper, let me help add to this glaring difference about the Great White throne Judgment compared to the Bema seat of Christ.
There are two resurrections. 
/The resurrection of Jesus Christ, the first-fruits. He is resurrected and seated at the right hand of the Father; 
1Cor 15:23, Rom 1:4, 1Thes 1:10, 2Thes 2:8; 1Pet 1:3.
Because all Bels are in UNION with HIM, we become a part of the first resurrection – a phase two of the first resurrection.\
Christ being the first fruit and we follow close behind.
/The Rapture of the Church — 
1Cor 15:51-57, 1Thes 4:16-18.
The Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs. They are resurrected at the end of the Tribulation — 
Dan 12:13; Isaiah 26:19,20; Rev 20:4.
The Millennial saints and those who survive the Tribulation to enter the Millennium in physical bodies.
This is all under Christ as the first resurrection.\
/The second resurrection all occurs at one time — 
John 5:28-29; Rev 20:12-15; 2Pet 3:9, Mat 25:41 — at the end of the Millennium. That is the end of time and the universe as we know it and a GREAT White Throne appears, for final judgement in relation to the Lake of Fire.\
The Judgement Seat of Christ takes place in heaven immediately after the Rapture, while the Tribulation is going on down on the earth.
We official become the BRIDE of Christ in ceremony and for all of eternity. 
You can go to Luke 22 if you like.
/The “Bride of Christ” cleansed of human good — Rev 19:14, “armies … white and clean.” Armies of angels and Church Age Believers — Col 3:4, Jude 1:14. On earth the Church is called the body of Christ. In heaven the Church is called the Bride of Christ — 1 Cor 12:12.\

The bride must be prepared for the groom. This begins at salvation, yet it is completed only in heaven during the Tribulation on earth.
 All of this happens because of the person and work of Jesus Christ and HIS love for us! 
I will read the LORD’S SUPPER from the gospel of LUKE chapter 22 today.
Luk 22:15 And He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;

Our Lord always put others above HIMSELF. TLJC knew what the drinking of the cup meant concerning the finished work of that Cross just ahead of Him.
Luk 22:16 for I say to you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
Luk 22:17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among yourselves;

He was preparing them for this most solemn fellowship and earth changing event. This Passover meal was being changed as something new.

Luk 22:18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.”
Luk 22:19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body, which is being given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

In remembrance of the LORD let us eat the bread.
Luk 22:20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup, which is poured out for you, is the new covenant in My blood.
Each time we eat this bread and drink this cup we bring HIM into remembrance proclaiming HIM until HE returns.
Let us drink the cup.

Let us pray…amen.

