2Thess #15
What you see as a defeat, may just be God’s plan opening up a victory in your life.

Today we will close this series out in the Gospel of John.
We will pick it back up today in John chapter 18. We are going to carry over into chapter 19 and you will witness almost a dual set of trials or legal procedures that occurred.

Which gives rise to the argument that it was not 6 but 7 unjust trials of TLJC.
Again, these become smaller disputes people engage in, that shouldn’t bring division or confusion. 
Yet sometimes they do, because people need to feel like they have everything figured out – we often get caught up with wanting to feel we are right and someone else is wrong.
I try to promote critical thinking and feed you the truth from my own research and where God the HS leads me.

Where we will pick it up is where Jesus was being dragged back in front of Pontius Pilate for the second appearance at the Roman Praetorium.
This is what happened directly after Jesus appeared in front of Herod Antipas.
Jhn 18:39 “However, you have a custom that I release one prisoner for you at the Passover; therefore do you wish that I release for you the King of the Jews?”
/Jhn 18:40 So they shouted again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a rebel.

Pilate is taking a legal consensus, because he is trying to respect Jewish law. This would be the 2nd time and now the crowd was larger! \
They kept shouting…they kept saying, release Barabbas and condemn Jesus! This is a Greek present tense.

They had already yelled this out once before and Pilate attempted to wash his hands of this case by sending Jesus down to stand in front Herod.
Now the crowd was whipped into a frenzy and was purposely built up into a large mob, not just a few dozen men from the Sanhedrin. 
/Jhn 19:1 So Pilate then took Jesus and had Him flogged.

This is a judicial decision. The Romans could not shackle and whip a prisoner until a judicial process was complete and a verdict was met.\
This would be unjust trial number six!
Keeping in mind they would have the same set of Roman soldiers that were there in the Garden of Gethsemane for the initial arrest the night before. 

/The Roman law would have demanded that a detachment of soldiers be assigned to this arrest and the whole process up until the final verdict. This would have probably been 4 to 8 soldiers with one or two higher ranking men as witnesses, in charge until the whole process was complete. The soldiers have known about Jesus and now are hearing that HE wants to overthrow Caesar. This reflects those in uniform who have to maintain a neutral opinion and calm professionalism. \  
In fact, it is my guess that this same detachment of soldiers was at the Cross to make sure Jesus was put to death.

These would be the men who would have to verbally or legally sign off on documents with Pontius Pilate at some point. 
/Jesus would have been stripped of any of the mock clothing Herod put on HIM. Jesus was chained, bent over facing a pillar in the ground, HIS shackles were secured to the pillar. HIS backside exposed, completely naked. The expert Roman soldier would wield a whip with sea shells, nails and glass attached to the tips. 39 was the number of lashes because 40 was determined to kill a man. Many men died between 25 and 35 lashes from shoulders to the back of the thighs.\ 
This was a punishment determined by the judicial procedure of the Roman government. 
It was given before a guilty man was either set free, locked up or crucified.
Pilate was assuming this case was now closed.
/Jhn 19:2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and placed it on His head, and put a purple cloak on Him;

There are times of testing, which the authority who should be upholding law and order, instead are the ones that instigate corruption and evil upon you! \ 
It is a cruel reminder that the devil’s world is motivated by evil.

These Roman soldiers allowed their own hatred for the Jews and their frustration toward Jesus Christ to overwhelm them.

The thorns of the hand made crown were well over two inches in length, as sharp as a tack and were forced into Jesus’s scalp to make sure that crown stuck to HIS head.  
Those in uniform such as the military and law enforcement have a sworn duty to uphold the law in a fair and balanced fashion no matter what their emotions dictate. 
/Jhn 19:3 and they repeatedly came up to Him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and slapped Him in the face (rapisma) again and again.

The original language has this written in a plural sense of what we call - boxing HIS ears in. Repeated hard slaps on both sides of the temple causing the head to bounce from side to side.\
RUP-EASE-MA, to forcefully strike the temple or ear area in a fashion that jerks the head to one side.
This is something believed to be done by each of Jesus’s assigned soldiers, which may well have been 6 to 8 trained men.

These are Pilate’s assigned soldiers and probably there among them, was a high ranking officer  – this would have never happened if Pontious Pilate didn’t approve of it. 
/Jhn 19:4 And then Pilate came out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing Him out to you so that you will know that I find no grounds at all for charges in His case.”

This is his second declaration of innocence and yet Pilate made sure to put Jesus into judicial punishment first.\
This was now completely off the charts for a Roman legal trial as well.
All six trials or legal procedures so far have been nothing but pure evil, a corruption on a grand scale by everyone involved except TLJC.
Jhn 19:5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold, the Man!”
Jhn 19:6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they shouted, saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him; for I find no grounds for charges in His case!”
Pilate said this statement more than once.
Keep in mind Pilate is the Roman governor and chief military official of Judea – this is completely his show! When Pilate made the public proclamation of innocent once, it could have been legally documented and thrown out of court.
This was the third time Pilate proclaimed Jesus Christ innocent!
                          REPEAT
/The whole scenario was out of control and off the charts, as far as being a fair and just society. Pilate did attempt to dismiss the case several times yet he did not dismiss the angry mob. They are filled with mental attitude sins; they are cruel, bitter, vindictive and implacable. As they see the true KING, Jesus Christ, beaten, bloody and in a purple robe, they are going to scream the unpardonable sin; they are going to scream their rejection of the only true King of kings and Lord of lords. \

Jhn 19:7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, because He made Himself out to be the Son of God!”
They were focused on what they wanted – the details of rules and rituals. 
They completely ignored the prophecy and scriptures pointing directly to Jesus Christ in front of them.
That is what legalistic people do. 
                   REPEAT
They have their own version of truth and who or what they think GOD is or is going to do.
It always revolves around their own moral codes and religious rituals. 
Jhn 19:8 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid;
Jhn 19:9 and he entered the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.
This had now developed into the 7th legal confrontation or trial for TLJC.
Pilate is like a rat in a maze seeking an exit out to find the cheese.
There is no good answer for him.

Jhn 19:10 So Pilate said to Him, “Are you not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?”
/Caiaphas, Herod and Pilate all received silence at certain points with our LORD. Because negative volition toward truth, coupled with the inordinate ambition of pride filled leadership, requires the solution of silence once the truth has been presented. These types of leaders only become more agitated with each breath of truth you speak. The truth spoken clearly and accurately needs no desperate pleas to follow it.\
Never attempt to constantly pound someone over the head with the truth – speak it and present it to the best of your ability and give it over to God after that!

/Jhn 19:11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over Me at all, if it had not been given to you from above; for this reason the one who handed Me over to you has the greater sin.”

God is ultimately in control over everything and everyone. The truth of the matter is the religious crowd who were given responsibility to teach about the Messiah and prepare for HIM – rejected HIM!\
We see the principle, to the one much is given, much is required - from Luk 12:48.

Pilate was a weak man stuck in the middle of a bad situation. 
/In God’s perfect timing and perfect plan Caiaphas, Herod and Pilate were all in charge of the judicial process. The payment for the sins of the whole world rested upon the person of Jesus Christ, the perfect plan of God the Father and the sustaining ministry of God the HS. What often looks like injustice and a complete loss, can be GOD’s perfect timing and perfect plan ready to unfold!\

From the outside looking in – the average person would see nothing but corruption, failure and a losing situation. Yet it was the greatest event in human history and it was God’s grace plan in action.
Jhn 19:12 As a result of this, Pilate made efforts to release Him; but the Jews shouted, saying, “If you release this Man, you are not a friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar!”

/Notice the hypocrisy and flat out lies of the religious crowd. They loathed the Roman Empire. When a person is operating in hypocrisy and deception even when it appears they are winning, it is the most miserable and lasting defeat they will ever have. It always lingers and in the end sears them deep within their soul structure. GOD always has the victory in the end.\
Jhn 19:13 Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement—but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
The original Aramaic word for a stone patio area…an elevated and open courtyard for judicial procedures.
 
/Jhn 19:14 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Look, your King!”

The Apostle John records this by Roman standards as it was a Roman trial – the sixth hour would have been the early morning period 6:30 – 9:30am. Ancient Roman time periods from a sun dial.\ 
There were two periods of daylight recognized and then periods of dusk and darkness.
Again, there are a few who dispute this, but most scholars agree; Jesus would have struggled that one mile walk to Golgotha sometime close to 9am. 

History records Jesus was being nailed to the Cross at 9am. 

/Jhn 19:15 So they shouted, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king except Caesar.”

Most of this is written in the imperative mood – it was as if the leaders of the Sanhedrin commanded and demanded Pilate crucify our LORD. There were no other options – death was what they were hungry for.\

Every test we endure and pass secures us another step in spiritual growth and many times guarantees us a blessing in time or in eternity…sometimes both.

God’s plan and tests within that plan, do not fit human viewpoint. So never assume you have the whole plan of GOD figured out.
What may look like a failure or defeat may just be a doorway to a blessing.
What you think you did achieve as a victory. May have been a growth spurt in your spiritual life, that will eventually lead you to other opportunities to glorify GOD and receive crowns, blessing and rewards.
                         REPEAT
Most of the tests and adversity we face is a simple matter of faithful endurance and keeping your OSN and emotional waves off the playing field. 

/Jas 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.\

/The crown of life – given for endurance in faith rest and application, which produced divine good from your new nature. (Jas 1:12, Rev 2:10)
The crown of Joy – for the Bel who forges ahead no matter what and touches the lives of others through grace application of the WORD. Having a ministry of evangelism and lifting up others. (Philp 4:1, 1Thes 2:19)\

/The crown of righteousness – the Bel who passes tests in relation to grace orientation toward self and then others. A Bel saturated with BD so they reflect God’s grace (2Tim 4:7-8).
The crown of glory – reserved for those in leadership roles, usually pastors who have fought the good fight. Fulfilling a role in ministry as a leader and teacher. (1Pet 5:4)\

