Mat 33
The 12 Apostles
Before we begin Matthew chapter 5, I think this the best time to cover all 12 Apostles.

We will cover this because it will touch each of us differently…it will show, much like the heroes of the OT showed, that God uses many different people to fulfill His plan.

We can first look at Peter…the rock.
The Greek meaning of Simon is rock and so too is the Arabic meaning of Cephas is also rock. Now the area that TLJC first went to was Capernaum & Bethsaida which were fishing cities on the shores of Galilee. 

These areas as I had already mentioned were a strong mix of Gentiles and Jews…so the dialect was a mix of two or three languages.

/(Simon) Peter- fisherman, married and ran a fishing business with his brother. From all accounts many of the local fishermen were hard working, loyal and considered chivalrous to a fault, they would speak out against boldly, never shying away from a good argument.\

Peter being a bit short-tempered or getting carried away with his emotions is probably a fair description. 

Peter being someone who can occasionally get into a rumble with others and wore his emotions on his sleeve became a great leader once TLJC trained him and ascended back to heaven.
/James (the elder) was the brother of John who he was very loyal too, and appeared to a man of great faith, forgiving as well as courageous. First of the original 12 that became a martyr.\

He was beheaded by Herod in AD 44. Little is known about James the elder other than he was comfortable in his brother’s shadow which many believe showed James to be a man of great humility. A humble man who had compassion and a strong presence without having to be noticed or out front all the time.
/John (son of thunder) brother of James the elder, son of a successful fisherman Zebedee. John was ambitious, ready for action, extremely passionate and out spoken. Often times his temper and emotions would get the best of him, but he mellowed over time.\ 

As we look at these men I want you to see how common they were…not much different than you or I…John & James work for their father and they actually were one of the more lucrative fishing businesses in that area.

/Andrew brother of Peter, was one of the disciples of John the Baptist. By all accounts Andrew trusted in his brother’s leadership skills and was optimistic as well as content to be a team player, not one who desired the limelight.\

From everything I have ever studied about Andrew he was much more reserved than his brother Peter and someone who stayed positive even during a difficult situations…he kept his cool much better than his brother.


/Bartholomew (Nathanael) lived in Cana, was well schooled in Jewish tradition; Some scholars believe he fell within the royal blood line of David. This was a man who knew the Torah and followed the LAW much like a Pharisee until he met Jesus Christ.\


This was a man who had a higher intellect than the first few men…he enjoyed reading and self-educating. A deep thinker with a thirst for knowledge. 


/James (lesser/younger) brother of Jude and may well have been related to Matthew. It is believed he was strong physically and mentally, having a fierce presence with a fiery temper and bold attitude.\

What little is known about James the younger it seems to point to a guy you wouldn’t mess around with…he was a stand up man who was not afraid to fight when the occasion called for it.



/Judas Iscariot son of Simon of Kerioth (Judah). Judas came from a respected family, upper middle class wealth. He was probably the highest educated of the original 12. He was covetous as well as meticulous.  He was involved with aggressive Jewish Nationalist prior to meeting Jesus Christ.\
Scholars believe he only followed TLJC because he wanted to rebel against the Roman Empire.

Judas handling the money was the best choice due to his education, as well as his meticulous nature.  
/Jude (Thaddeus) brother of James the younger, possible blood ties to Matthew as well. Also known as ‘Judas the Zealot’ due to an intense nature toward Jewish freedom, he was also involved in the Jewish Nationalism movement. \
Jude was patriotic and considered an intense man with no room for foolishness. All business, a very serious individual. 

Are you connecting with any of these men?


/Matthew (Levi) the tax collector (publican), working in a career noted for strong-arm tactics and criminal elements, Jews hated the publicans. It is highly likely Matthew was involved in shady deals and befriended criminals or those who indulged in immoral practices.\ 
Matthew was most likely a party guy, someone who didn’t mind cutting corners and even using street tactics to get what he desired. 

/Philip was a fisherman from Bethsaida, he was quick to not only follow the Lord but influenced Nathanael to also follow the Lord. Considered generous & warm hearted with a pessimistic attitude he had to truly believe in order for him to follow, he did immediately! \

Pessimistic people often hesitate and want to over analyze a situation therefore they never leap when the time is right. Philp jumped when he met TLJC!  

So Thomas wasn’t the only one with a doubting spirit.


/Simon the Zealot was another fisherman who was involved with a group of hostile Jewish Nationalists. Considered to be in the blood line of the Canaanites he had a reputation of being aggressive & courageous with a flair for reckless action on occasion.\ 
Passionate and patriotic much like Jude.
Some of the really hardcore Jewish Nationalist were not afraid of physical violence and protests that would end with someone being killed or imprisoned. 


/Thomas was a common man of Galilee with a doubting nature, some described him as bewildered at times or someone who needed time to fully grasp a situation. Slow to think and slow to act Thomas did not lack faith or courage when the time came to become a leader.\
Nothing spectacular about Thomas, very common… maybe even someone who needed that extra time to think thru a situation or figure out what was going on. 
Thomas was not the guy who could think on his feet and react in the spur of the moment. 
Saul of Tarsus would be the one to replace Judas Iscariot. The Apostles tried to over-ride the plan of God by picking Matthias (MATT-EE-US) who was a devote follow of TLJC but was not God’s choice….Saul of Tarsus was that replacement.     ELABORATE

/Saul of Tarsus was highly educated under a man considered a great teacher of Pharisees (Gamaliel). Saul was raised in a privileged & respected family with Roman citizenship. Saul was extremely intelligent, stubborn and determined as well as fierce concerning his beliefs.\ 
Saul was fearless concerning attacking or convicting anyone who stood against Judaism. 

Turn to 1Tim chapter 1
/Paul became humble, he opened himself up to compassion while still maintaining his zeal but this time it was for Christ (truth). His former life was one of bringing fear and misery to Christians.\

Saul of Tarsus would drag men out into the streets in front of their families and beat them down…imprison them for being believers in Christ. 
Women and children would often feel the wrath of Saul if they were Christians.

And yes Saul of Tarsus murdered men, women and children along the way.

This is who God chose as his final Apostle and probably the most important of the 12.

1Tim 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, 
/1Tim 1:13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;\
14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.

This lesson was to show you God can use the least of us to be his mouth piece…failure…weakness…sin…criminal background…liar….cheat…adulterer , common man or women…high intellect or low IQ it really comes down to our motivation.   Same in OT!!!

Paul was the last guy the other 11 Apostles wanted to see…that’s why they didn’t accept him right away

/Act 8:3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
Act 9:1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,\
Saul of Tarsus was an enemy of Jesus Christ.

This was Saul’s attitude…
/Act 26:9 “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth\

If Paul can be used by God anyone can turn their life around and be used by God.
/1Cor 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.\
As we finish Matthew chapter 4…
We see TLJC assemble His staff of future teachers…church leaders & men who would finish the foundational pieces of the Church Age.

/12 is the divine number for God’s view of government or establishment. A completed form of leadership, management or regulation.\

Each of these men…except Judas Iscariot was loyal until the end.
They never stop preaching & teaching about Jesus Christ…20…30 or even 40yrs after Christ had went to the cross. 
It was their life’s work…it was their main focus no matter how many times they were physically or verbally attacked…or put into prison.
Whipped and beaten.

Having enemies as well as friends constantly ridiculing them. 

Let’s close this looking at how these men died.

/Andrew = Crucified on an X-shaped cross
Bartholomew or Nathanael = Flayed alive with knives\
/James the elder = First apostle martyred by the sword under Herod
James the lesser = Sawn in pieces\

/John = Died of natural causes on the isle of Patmos (prison for criminally insane)
Judas Iscariot = Hanged himself\

/Jude or Thaddeus = Killed with arrows
Matthew or Levi = Martyred in Ethiopia by the sword\
/Peter = Crucified upside-down on a cross
Philip = Died by hanging\

/Simon the Zealot = Died a martyrs death possibly beheaded or by the sword
Thomas = Killed with a spear\

/Paul by order of the Emperor Nero was publicly beheaded.
Not one of these men among several others every stopped proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ even when faced with death, they stuck to their belief.\
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