Mat one v 20& 21
Scriptures we will look at tonight are…

Psalms 89:20, Matthew 1:20 & 
Hebrews 10:1
God did away with the old….He ushered in the new upon the cross.

When TLJC uttered those famous words TET TIL LEST I…meaning it is finished and He decided to finally give up His spirit and body…the veil in the temple was torn in two, the earth had gone dark and earthquakes shook the world. 

It was the finish of one era and beginning of what we call the CA.

Nothing was in between our fellowship with God now…as I mentioned last week, the veil in the temple was torn as a symbol of the new age to begin.

The veil was about 40ft high and probably about a foot thick…it was ripped as simply as you tear a piece of paper out of your notebook.

The Holy of Holies was accessible now to those who had the righteousness of TLJC within them.

An important principle to note here is recognizing what dispensation you live in right now…who and what you are right now… who your mediator really is.

The fact is that the cross ushered in a new age… a new covenant. 

Very few things in the OT pertain to living in the CA right now.

By that I mean unfulfilled prophecies or rituals that we must follow to please God.

There are deep spiritual principles and lessons to be learned from OT, the OT is there for some guidance and life lessons…

But if anyone has you following laws and regulations about what is holy and what to wear, eat or do that come from the OT they do not recognize the work upon the cross nor the mystery doctrine which the Apostle Paul spoke of so many times in his ministry. 

Remember what I mentioned in closing last week…

There are churches and religious leaders who try to take OT rituals and laws and apply them today and it is confusing and sometimes even blasphemous against the cross of Jesus Christ!

The four important principles or purposes that were fulfilled at the virgin birth were first and foremost a Savior was born…second He would qualify as a mediator to have that connection between spiritual and human.

He would fill the position as High Priest in the order of Melchizedeck as I mentioned in  Heb 7:4-5

Hebrews 7:14 & 28 Heb10 (5)

And the fourth reason is the King of kings came to earth! A king in the line of David (both Mary & Joseph) 
David has many connections concerning the birth and life of TLJC.
One is the line of royalty concerning our Lord which is also noted in the book of Revelation where it clearly states that the Lord Jesus Christ returns as victorious warrior and king who will reign in the Millennium. 

The divine Savior, King, Mediator and High Priest had to be of human origin or the OT scriptures would have failed to have been fulfilled.

Several promises and covenants were in line and set into motion hundreds of years, perhaps a thousand years before Mary and Joseph were even born.

Turn to the book of Psalms chapter 89 verse 20.

The Davidic Covenant is a key element in facing the fact that the savior and King had to come from the line of David and be a human being.

First off kings are a human title and human office…God is above Kings and presidents…in fact He allows them to reign for periods of time.

Psalms 89:20-37  I will read from the Amplified Bible as it is a good translation of the original Hebrew.

I have found David My servant, with my Holy Oil (HS) I have anointed him.

With whom may hand shall be established and ever abide, my arm also shall strengthen him. 22 The enemy shall
not exact from him or do him violence or outwit him, I will beat down his foes before his face, and smite those who hate him.

24 My faithfulness and my loving-kindness shall be with him, and in my name shall his horn be exalted (great power and prosperity shall be upon him).

I will set his hand in control also on the Mediterranean Sea and his right hand on the Euphrates river. 26 He shall cry to me you are my Father, my God and the rock of my salvation!

27 And I will make of him the first born, highest of the kings of the earth. My mercy and loving-kindness will I keep for him, for evermore and my covenant shall stand fast and be faithful with him.

29 His offspring also will I make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven. If his children forsake

my law and walk not in my ordinances, if they break or profane my statutes and keep not my commandments. 

32 Then will I punish their transgressions with the rod of chastisement and their iniquity with stripes. 

33 Never the less my loving-kindness will I not break off from him nor allow my faithfulness to fail, to lie and be false to him.

34 My covenant will I not break or profane, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.

35 Once for all have I sworn by my holiness that cannot be violated, I will not lie to David. His offspring shall endure forever and his throne shall continue as the sun before me. 
37 It shall be established forever as the moon, the faithful witness in the heavens, Selah, rest upon that thought. 

So what you have studied these past few weeks is the fact that the virgin birth had to take place just as it was written.

You now realize the OT prophecies are all connected to TLJC coming as Savior, as Mediator, as High Priest and as King of kings.

Let’s go back to our study in Matthew.

Matt 1 verse 18 is where we will pick up.

So I hope you now see that TLJC could not just pop down here a full grown man, flawless and with Godly powers sweeping across the countryside with life-saving miracles.

Remember the Exodus generation witnessed the most miracles and God’s divine powers up close and personal and they were one of the most stubborn generations recorded in the Bible.

Mat 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows; when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.

Mat 1:19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying; Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife: for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

It is God the HS who is responsible for the virgin birth and pregnancy.

There is no such thing as the mother of God…only the mother of the humanity of Jesus Christ.

Mat 1:21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.

TLJC came as the final and perfect offering for the sins of mankind.

Turn to Hebrews chapter 10 

Remember if some teacher is pointing you back to rituals in the OT to secure your salvation or gain spiritual knowledge for the days we live in then animal sacrifices and stoning sinners in the streets would still be popular today.

In fact these verse in Hebrews are a good place to point them too if that is the case.

Heb 10:1 For the Law since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offered continually, make perfect those who draw near.

This is pointing back to the rituals of the OT…the Mosiac Law and all that was connected to it. It was a shadow…and a shadow is far from the real thing.
Those rituals were a shadow that can never make anyone clean & perfect as the work of TLJC on that cross. Look at verse 4

Heb 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore when He comes into the world He says;

Sacrifice and offering thou hast not desired, but a body thou hast prepared for me.

Heb 10:6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written of Me) To do thy will O God.

This is written in Psalms chapter 40 by David. Again we see important connection to David and TLJC.
But notice that in verse 8, 9 & 10 it states that the first Law and set of sacrifices are removed… He takes away the first in order to establish the second. It says that TLJC is the final sacrifice for all.

Verse 12 He having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God…and He awaits the time when His enemies are a footstool for His feet.

The divine Savior, King, Mediator and High Priest had to be of human origin or the OT scriptures would have failed to have been fulfilled.

The book of Isaiah written perhaps 500 years before the birth of Christ says…

Isa 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign; Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. (God with us)

God came to earth for us…as weak and vulnerable as us…no one is more vulnerable than a baby and He decided to come here just as you and I come into this world.

If Jesus Christ came with thundering power as a full grown man, we would have an excuse to say…that’s not fair, I can’t be like that.

How can I follow Him…He is all powerful and didn’t have to suffer the same pains I did growing up.

Jesus Christ was born in a barnyard and most Scholars believe it was the basement portion of an animal shelter where it stunk and was damp and nasty.

Jesus Christ was not an only child…there were brothers and sisters behind Him. He probably had to go without at times so the younger children could survive.

His dad was a carpenter and basic laborer raising his children in a poor section of town and scraping out a living with his hands.

Jesus Christ did not have a glamorous life. There is nowhere in scripture where it points to Jesus as being the standout guy, the most attractive or popular, or obtaining any form of powerful status in society before he began preaching.

Neither Satan nor the most arrogant Unbel can scream foul! They cannot point out anything unfair in who or what Jesus Christ did on earth or expects us to follow in.

He did not appear like royalty or appear to have any supernatural advantage.

Though what He did upon the cross was earth shattering and supernatural beyond human capacity.

Only Jesus Christ and what He did upon the cross solves the sin issue.
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Books we will turn to…Gal 5:22, 1Sam 16:17, Heb 6:1
No human effort, no human power or human intellect can cleanse sin.

What we will touch on now will expose what Human Good really is and how far removed it is from the cross of Jesus Christ.

Human Good is what many churches and religious people thrive on. And many love to do it for public admiration and thinking that what they do somehow qualifies them for great praise & great rewards in time or eternity. 

Anytime that arises in the back of your mind that what you are doing or saying in any given moment will make you closer to God or more spiritual than your neighbor …it is at that point you need to check your motivation. REPEAT

I will show you 5 principles about human good or what we call works of the flesh that are in complete opposition as to what the Christian way of life is really all about.

Some people think that marching around abortion clinics or protesting some Washington politician is a Christian duty and that is a lie!

You are suppose to grow in God’s grace and knowledge and when opportunity presents itself you are to evangelize for TLJC and also display the fruit of the spirit that has developed in your life over time with God.

Turn to Galatians chapter 5

/Galatians chapter 5 verse 22 -23 goes into the fruit of the Spirit which develops slowly over a period of time in your Christian walk.\
Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control, against such things there is no law.

Do you realize that scripture in Galatians is a verbal painting of TLJC?

/So if you develop these spiritual qualities by staying in the word and walking by means of the HS your motivation will remain, off self and on the PPOG.\
We become more like TLJC when we walk by means of the HS consistently.

/Notice the word fruit here in Gal 5:22 is singular. KARPOS (Car-pass) is the Greek masculine noun used for fruit here.\
/Describing fruit from vines from the field or off trees…also noted as something worthy that is put forth as a form of praise or worship…an act or deed involving a worthy cause, something profitable. \
So this singular word covers all these forms of spiritual growth. Like pointing to a juicy basket full of different fruits…apples, banana’s, grapes and plums. You would simply say have a piece of fruit in a singular word.

Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control, against such things there is no law.

What this means is that you can not gain one like peace and say ok…now I’m going to work on Joy.
They are all connected when we view them in the truth of the word of God.

In other words as you grow in God’s plan for your life you slowly develop love which helps nurture peace which brings Godly joy which in turn will teach you patience, which leads to a kindness and that leads to you becoming a more faithful person….you get it?

In other words when everyone else would attack the enemy, you forgive and move on.

When the world says panic and worry you say I will trust in God.

When your friends and family need guidance or have failed miserably, you bring them scriptures and a compassionate heart.

You do not judge and gossip about everyone.

Now the big argument that comes from the stubborn mind of negative Bels or the unbelieving world is…

I know Unbel’s in the world who have peace and joy…I know people who don’t follow God but have kindness and faithfulness.

And my answer would be two fold. First yes I do too…but they only have it in a small measure compared to what God offers and it is limited and hinges on everything and everyone around them operating within a certain parameter of integrity and honor.

Or it is simply false and hollow…a worldly counterfeit that is on the surface and will not last very long.
You see many Unbels’ are very morale and good natured and follow what we call laws of divine establishment.

Meaning they follow laws and regulations within a society…they operate in human integrity and respect and God allows them a measure of blessing in time.

See without even realizing it they can be Atheist but they are following Biblical principals on some level and God gives them a certain level of blessing and gifts within this human realm.

But trust me, when people around them betray them and the situations get hostile and uncomfortable for an extended period their fruit of the spirit much like the counterfeit fruit that Satan offers us in the cosmic system will peel away and rot very quickly…it has no endurance nor any eternal value.

/Cosmic fruit and human works are hollow and fleeting in comparison to what God offers.\

It is the same with those modern day Pharisees and Sadducees who get so zealous to get involved in social activism that revolves around a Christian principle.
 /Those qualities and works done by the doctrine you have learned and the filling of the HS do much more than any nonsense surrounding Christian Activism and human works.\
/In fact Human Good is dead works, that’s point one for this week. Heb 6:1\
/Point 2, Human Good will not save a sinner. Titus 3:5  Eph 2:8-9\
/Point 3 Human Good is unacceptable to God. Unbel, Isa 64:6, Bel, Rom 8:8\
/Point 4 Human Good is condemned by God, Ecc 12:14, Bel, 1Cor 3:12-15\
/Point 5 Human Good is judged at the final judgment Unbel, Rev 20:12-15\
The problem most Christian have is they need to feel that they are doing good.

The issues is feeling good….feelings have little to do with your spiritual walk, yet almost all man made religion rely on feelings to perpetuate their spiritual walk.

Guilt and shame make the person repent and try harder.
Feelings of purity or doing good make the person feel closer to God.

It is a human game that God does not partake in…by that I mean it’s useless and to some degree it’s against everything God wants us to be involved in.

God does not want a Christian Game of good day and bad day.

Turn to 1Sam 16:7

He wants an honest relationship where we grow closer to Him through success and failure… with no record keeping on our part certainly not on His.

Your iniquities I remember no more says God…as far as the east is from the west I remove your transgressions. 

Man looks at the outer exterior and God looks at the heart!

/1Sam 16:7 But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not look at his appearance the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.\
9 times out of 10 when the Bible points to the heart it is speaking about the right lobe or the mind…how someone thinks within their soul structure.

The ancient world is not much different than today…appearance and height were many times factored into decisions on who would be a chosen leader.

Did they have a good family background, could they speak eloquently and did they pass the popularity test in a certain area.

God looks beyond all that superficial…how many kings, leaders, celebrities and politicians have appeared pristine and pure…attractive and said all the right things…

Only to prove us all fools later on for falling for that nonsense? 

/Satan is said to be perfect in many ways as far as appearance and intelligence and proper speech & mannerism\ 

We get shocked when they get caught in a lie or commit some criminal activity…God gets a chuckle out of that I’m sure.

King Saul was the tallest men in his city when he was chosen to be a leader.

David was said to be attractive and athletic but actually alittle on the thin side and not that tall.

Some scholars point out that Moses had a speech impediment and that the Apostle Paul may have been short, bald and had a large nose and a nasal sound to his voice.

Peter was said to be rough and not that educated…he was a fishermen by trade, and a man with a short temper.

In so many cases whether it be people or life circumstances… God chooses the exact opposite of what man would choose.

What my Pastor has always said is that; the majority in the world are usually wrong…yet many follow their lead. 

That old saying it’s okay…everybody is doing it, always comes to my mind when I hear him say that.

The majority follow the lead of a few many times not based in fact and very few times based in truth from the word of God.

Turn to Hebrews 6:1 dead works point one…

The way we don’t get caught off guard…don’t get lead astray and follow the crowd is that we mature in our spiritual walk….you can be 90 yrs old and be a babe in your spiritual walk…or be like David or Gideon, barely out of their teens and be reaching levels of spiritual maturity that surpasses others around you who are much older and seem more respected and wiser in the eyes of society. 
I am going to read right thru from Hebrews 6:1 right up to verse 8 because it really connects the whole concept of Good Works that God really considers Dead Works.

Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance and of dead works and faith toward God,

2 of instruction about washing and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 

Heb 6:3 And this we will do if God permits. 4  For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the power of the age to come,

6 and then have fallen away it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

Heb 6:7 For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.

Let’s take it a verse at a time…

Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance and of dead works and faith toward God,

/ARCHE (Ark-hey) Is the Greek noun for elementary. It points to the very beginning stages of something, a principle first learned…like a math lesson, one plus one equals two.\
Something very basic not advanced.

Repentance is the Greek term METANOIA meaning a change of mind, a form of repenting deep within the soul structure so as to affect your thinking.

Jesus Christ laid the foundation at the cross…actually the Trinity laid the groundwork and all the blueprints and TLJC poured the concrete and sealed the deal upon the cross, mankind can-not add or take from it.

But dead works is when we try to lay the foundation for salvation once again…adding to the work on the cross thinking it makes us holier more righteous.

The elementary principle described here is faith alone in Christ alone…a one shot decision that you made and entered into the Royal Family of God…never to be removed or taken away.

/So this first verse is telling us after salvation grow up…don’t stay in this elementary loop of just understanding salvation. \
Some churches all they do is preaching the gospel of salvation over and over and that is fine if the goal is evangelism only.

But what happens to the Bel’s who have been there 6 months or 5yrs? How do they grow?

You see many people don’t understand spiritual gifts and doctrinal teaching just like they do not understand what dispensation they live in.
Evangelism is a wonderful gift that needs to be backed up financially so that preacher can go out and reach Unbel’s not teach salvation over and over again to the same congregation. 

But the key we are looking at here is dead works…let’s look at verse one and two as one because they are connected.

Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance and of dead works and faith toward God,

2 of instruction about washing and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 

This washing and laying on of hands, the resurrection and eternal judgment had been all attached to the Apostle’s teaching of basic salvation doctrines 101.

At the cross the sin issue was dealt with, we are washed clean of sins…as Born Again Bels, we can wash ourselves clean every time we ask forgiveness of sins thru the work of TLJC.

The Apostles had been chosen and the laying on of hands is speaking upon those in authority within a church.

As well as the healing that the Apostles were allowed to do and how TLJC healed the sick at certain points….because it was proof that He was who He said He was and these men were the chosen ones to start the church of Christ.
And the resurrection was the final phase that TLJC had completed what He came to do….and yes there is a final judgment we all face…again this points to salvation, because without TLJC we are destined to the lake of fire.

This is what is in view when we see the phrase… Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ

This is elementary teaching about our Lord why he came who He was.

But the next verse 3 it states we will go over it again if God wants us to do that…and at times God does call for that core basic doctrine to be taught again or weaved into another message…but let us not continue over and over again questioning or adding any human effort to this basic doctrine.
Heb 6:3 And this we will do if God permits. 4  For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,

/You see there is a problem being addressed and it goes on in every dispensation…every church has those who go astray into works programs.\
Verse 4 is speaking directly upon those Bels who are now legalistic and adding to salvation and insulting the work of our Lord upon the cross at Calvary.

Those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,  This is pointing directly at Bels…not Unbels.

God knows Unbels will get involved with deeds of the flesh and everything they do is a dead work…but this is Bels’
Look at Heb 6:5 they are Bel’s…

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the power of the age to come,

6 and then have fallen away it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

They key part of verse 6 is…

since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

/ANASTAUROO (On- naz- tar- rah- hoe) is the verb in the original language meaning to raise up on a cross and crucify.\
It connotes two viewpoints that many scholars believe is in view…first is that some had gone so far astray from what they were originally taught that they were against the uprising church of Christ.

They agreed with the Jews who crucified TLJC because they no longer accepted Him as the Messiah….and there were groups of fallen Bels who had developed that viewpoint. Anti-God viewpoint…we have Bels who have fallen away and no longer believe what the Bible says.

The second group is what I am pointing out to you now….Bels who stray from the truth and add works programs and legalism to their spiritual walk.

Two groups in view here are common in the ancient world and today.

/Those that neglect & forget the truth after being born again. And those who alter, or add to the Bible after salvation.\

Both groups are doing what this key phrase says…again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

The Bel who falls away from truth to the point of hating the Lord is again prepared to crucify Him…

He is nailing himself to the cosmic system to the OSN and to Satan’s viewpoint.

He is a soldier who is forever connected or enlisted to one army but fighting for the enemy with no benefit and truly just mental and physical torment from both sides coming upon him.

And the Bel who is a modern day Pharisee is one who is trying to set up the cross again and somehow get themselves involved in the process of cleansing sins and getting some human credit introduced to salvation. 

Both interpretation have value and truth within them concerning this verse because the groups of fallen Bel’s they had back then….we have today.

Some of us have chosen a path away from God for long periods.

And some of us are slowly finding our way back to God and that’s okay….at least we are heading home…

And just like the story of the protocol son who returns after his epic failure out in the world…our father runs out to meet us once we get within his view.

I can almost guarantee you are just like me and within your circle of friends, family and co-workers there are those who you know once had accepted the truth of the word of God…

Yet now, because of some tragedy or painful event…or just simply neglect or having too much cosmic viewpoint, they hate hearing about the things of God.

GET THAT VERSE THAT SAYS SWEPT THE SOUL CLEAN>>>>SEVEN MORE DEMONS COME >>>MAKING HIS CONDITION WORSE     MATTHEW?
Tragedy & suffering never leaves us the same. We either allow a root of sorrow, self-pity and bitterness room to grow. Or we find a way to move forward even stronger. 
