Mat #49
Spiritual strength is needed in adversity 

We are in Matthew chapter 5 and are Lord is continuing with an intense course of doctrine for His new Apostles and it would seem this begins with the original 12 men…but by chapter 7 in the book of Matthew we see the crowd had once again found the Lord & gathered near to hear Him.
But at this point it appears there is still the chosen 12 men listening to Bible class from the Lord.
Mat 5:37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil. 
/Mat 5:38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’
Exo 21:24, Lev 24:20, Deu 19:21\

Mat 5:39 “But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 “If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.
Mat 5:41 “Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 “Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.

Notice the term eye for an eye on the board… its popular among some secular minded folks and even some Christians this is taken from OT scripture.  Exo 21:24, Lev 24:20, Deu 19:21

But without understanding historical context you would  think… we hit everybody who hits us… but as the Lord clarifies we are to take a step back from that stringent law.
I’m going to have you turn to Leviticus chapter 24 with me there are a few important principles that should help open your eyes concerning laws and standards from OT dispensations into the new CA.

/Simply by studying laws & regulations or standards from OT scriptures (Exo, Lev, Deu) and comparing with Jesus’s standards and lessons it is clear there was a shift or change going into this new age.\
Those who demand to stand by every law or ritual within the OT would end up being murders by the laws of our land today.    REPEAT!!!!
Again I remind people how important the completed canon of scripture really is. 
It is the whole Bible and what TLJC taught us and the Apostles went on to teach that is the standard now. 
In Lev 24:13 The Lord spoke to Moses saying…
/Lev 24:14 “Bring the one who has cursed outside the camp, and let all who heard him lay their hands on his head; then let all the congregation stone him.\
15 You shall speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If anyone curses his God, then he will bear his sin. 16 Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.
Lev 24:17 ‘If a man takes the life of any human being, he shall surely be put to death. 18 ‘The one who takes the life of an animal shall make it good, life for life.
Lev 24:19 ‘If a man injures his neighbor, just as he has done, so it shall be done to him: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; just as he has injured a man, so it shall be inflicted on him.

Look down at verse 23….Moses follows the Lord’s law and stones this man to death.
This was the standard God had set for this point in human history. Do we then live by this today…if someone decides to rebel against God and curses God and use His name in vain…do we put that person to death???    ELABORATE
/As was the case for nearly all of the Torah, the legalistic Jewish leaders had not only added to the laws & rituals but magnified them to a devastatingly, cruel level.\ 
Think about the thief on the cross next to TLJC….by all accounts he was just a thief yet he was hung up to die as if he were a murderer and TLJC who was considered a blasphemer was tortured and killed on the cross.

/The standard of justice that had become the norm was cruel and intensely unfair by this point in human history. Certainly with the Pharisees and Sadducees manipulating Roman law and blending in Mosaic Law it was brutal & unjust.\ 
Turn to Romans chapter 13 with me.

There were some basic standards within law that stood the test of time & God intended that they be applied to every age of mankind.
/Num 35:30 ‘If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. \
Witnesses and evidence are an important piece of any judicial rule of law concerning fair trials. 
That is why the standard of innocence until proven guilty is very solid and stands the Biblical test of time. 

/Rom 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.\
2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.
Rom 13:3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.
Rom 13:5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing.
Rom 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
God is the one who dictates history, therefore we should do our best to follow the laws of whatever land we live in.
/The lie that God opposes firm justice or is swift to hand out brutal discipline is just that… a LIE! God doesn’t ignore injustice & lawlessness, nor does He treat it unfairly. God is the ONE who set the standard of justice, He expects laws to be followed with a balance of prudence & compassion.\

The reason God is called a God of wrath by those who don’t truly understand BD….is because the OT scriptures are firm and swift in the areas of God’s justice.

That was an age of great violence and volatility as well as open demonic influence & attacks from cultures like the Canaanites and the Babylonians. 

God was establishing a set of people (Israelites) that would be the foreshadowing of all Bels…people set apart in a hostile world. People who followed His standards and respected and honor only Him as the one true God.

The foundation of the Christian way of life was rich with lessons throughout the OT…but it was a time God had to establish parameters in the spiritual sense as well as guidelines for humanity.
It was a time of great demonic activity which I actually cover in my series on Angels…most recently the lessons on fallen angels and false gods are a good study for anyone interested in that era.

Let’s continue to look at Mat 5 and see what the Lord is telling His Apostles concerning justice or the standard God sets for the CA.

/Mat 5:39 “But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 “If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.
This is not telling all Christians to become doormats to those who attack them.\
In fact there are some very liberal pulpits over the years who have claimed that TLJC is not only a socialist but He is a complete pacifist to the point that He wants us all to just ignore evil and never make a stand against anything.
That’s completely untrue. 

TLJC is God… therefore His nature or attributes are the same….God approved of wars… and also God is the hand of justice so take that into account before we paint TLJC as a skinny hippy who let everyone walk all over Him.

/ In ancient culture people publicly insulted others by stepping up and slapping them. The word “slap” is used here for a very important reason. The Apostles would understand this term, slapping was the order of the day when situations got furious and people began to oppose one another.\ 
This term slap really was speaking to a larger action of anger and hatred that can come between two people quickly if one or the other does not get the emotions under control.

/The Lord was preparing these men for insults & attacks on the mental as well as the physical level, it would only be the future power of the Holy Spirit that would soon come upon them (Day Pentecost) that would sustain them.\

What does it take to turn the other cheek?... A spiritual mental attitude. 
And what would be the ingredients of that mental attitude?
 Occupation with Christ — maturity; doctrine in the soul — divine viewpoint; faith-rest technique, filling of the Holy Spirit. 
In other words, Jesus has just said something that is humanly impossible.
/Basic principles within this set of scriptures;
Two wrongs do not make a right. This means you can never solve a wrong by a wrong. Do not retaliate by anger and violence. Anger is a mental attitude sin which will lead to overt sins. God will fight for you if you rely upon Him.\

Exo 14:14 “The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.”
There is a standard for Christian leadership as well as a lesson for all Bels to understand in these scriptures.

By applying BD and not allowing our emotions to rule us during the challenges in life, keeps us inside the plan of God.
/Mat 5:41 “Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 “Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.
Generosity & calmness are difficult to achieve during personal attacks.\
This is why you often hear that the true Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life.
Paul covers some of this in Ephesians.
/Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.\

Our supernatural power comes in the form of protection from God…it comes in the form of being able to apply BD while filled with the HS and get thru the trials and tribulations & attacks in life.

Our supernatural power will give us great discernment concerning what is really going on out in the devil’s world.

We can have great comfort when others are in panic because we know the end of the story! 
/Our spiritual strength will guide us through the lies of the cosmic system. Our spiritual strength will help us make vows & commitments and stand in them!\
The fruit of the spirit is what comes out of the Bel who is walking in the new nature.

/Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. \

/The Lord was training the Apostles for attacks from every angle, political, religious and judicial. These 11 men would become the most powerful leaders in human history.\

They were given full responsibility to finish writing and living out the Biblical standard. 
There has never been a greater responsibility in human history. 
/Spiritual strength can turn the other cheek and it is also the power source we need when it is time to make a stand against attacks. God did not predestine you to be a doormat but to be a sensible follower of Christ who can set examples and be a guiding light.\
You don’t set an example by allowing your enemies to continually attack you until you are physically and financially broken…that is a poor example.
[bookmark: _GoBack]/The mature Bel understands that there will come a time when they have no other cheek to turn, therefore they proceed with strength & caution following guidance from the Holy Spirit as to when & how to stand against an attack. (Act 4:19, Act 5:29, Gal 5:1, Psa 18:25-34, Ecc 3:8, Eph 6:11, Joel 3:9, Deu 20:1) \   THERE IS MORE!!!
          
            

