Mat 231
The two natures of Jesus Christ

Keep Beth in Missouri in prayer.

Mat 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
As I taught you last lesson this may well be the most important question of any person’s life.
TLJC used this specific moment, in this specific location to put a serious question onto HIS Apostles. 
Peter being in a leadership role stepped forward to answer but the question itself was leveled at all the followers of Christ.
Mat 16:14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”

They all responded with answers pointing to OT prophets. 
Then Jesus took it one level deeper and pointed to them in a very personal manner-
/Mat 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”\
After the months and months of rejection from many Jews and certainly the Pharisees and Sadducees we have the confirmation of who Jesus Christ really is. 

Peter says it plain as day -“You are Christ (the Messiah, humanity), you are Son of the living God (deity).” 
And there you have the doctrine of the hypostatic union spoken clearly from the Apostle Peter. 
Peter had the right answer and didn’t allow his emotions or false doctrine from his past to dictate his response. 
               REPEAT
There is actually an excitement from the Lord that Peter answers this as we dig deeper in the future lessons you will see Jesus is happy Peter and all the men are now allowing truth to penetrate their souls. 

/Jesus Christ has a human body, soul & spirit and therefore is human in the same manner all Bels are human. He has no OSN due to the virgin birth but other than that, TLJC during His earthly ministry felt pain, hunger, hot and cold - everything you and I feel or think about was the same, just like all of mankind.\

Jesus Christ always remains God – HE was deity in the cradle and HE remained deity throughout HIS earthly ministry. There never was a time when TLJC was not GOD. 

There never will be a time that TLJC will not be God. By God I mean 100% God co-equal with God the Father and God the HS. Now there was a time TLJC was not fully human, which is before the virgin birth.
The wrestling match we recently studied with Jacob shows us a time that TLJC came in pre-incarnate form for a period of time but it was not the same as when the birth of Jesus Christ took place.

/The Triune God displays Himself in many shapes and forms and often appeared in a theophany (pillar of fire, burning bush, a voice in the clouds or humanity) in scripture. The human aspect of God is always the same Jesus Christ who went to the Cross. The difference is HE was never 100% human until the virgin birth.\ 

At the virgin birth of Jesus Christ there became the most unique and divine power experiment of the universe. This was the protocol for CA Bels to reflect the new nature after salvation while still in a flawed human body.
                           REPEAT
TLJC in the OT appearances such as the captain of the Lord’s host in front of Joshua or the wrestling man in the story of Jacob, all fall under the description of a theophany in one realm or another. 

But that humanity of TLJC in OT scripture was never fully human. 
Because a human being can not disappear and reappear at any given moment. 
Though TLJC was human in appearance and touch in the OT - HE had not yet fully combined the two natures.
What you will see in this series is there has never been anything like the hypostatic union…there is no one on any universe or any galaxy that is as unique as TLJC.
Turn to John chapter one RF.
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem it was the most supernatural birth in all of history – it will never be repeated or compared too, it is as unique and more powerful than the birth of the first man – the first Adam created from the soil of the earth. 
As you go to John chapter one I want to put a few scriptures on the board.
I want to put an example from John chapter six on the board.

In John chapter 6 there are several great lessons and miracles that the Lord provided but as usual, the legalistic crowd had begun to grumble and complain and to verbal attack the character of TLJC.
The LORD had proclaimed that in order to get to God the Father you had to accept HIM…that HE was the bread of life. 
Also, Jesus used the analogy of eating the bread of HIS body and drinking the blood of HIS saving work as a means for salvation and spiritual growth.
And of course, it was taken out of context by legalistic Pharisees and bitter Unbels but the sad part was some weak Bels didn’t know how to understand the analogy and they stepped away from the Lord’s ministry as well.

Which happens in the year of our Lord 2020 when they don’t want to learn real BD.
That set the stage for this principle;
/Jhn 6:66 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?”
This happens to many Bels with little or no depth to their spiritual I.Q., they often rely on emotions to dictate their spiritual growth and peel away from sound doctrinal teaching.\

Once the newness wears off – the honeymoon is over and things get a little more complex and emotions don’t get tickled they will peel away.
/Jhn 6:68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord (kyrios), to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.
Recognition of deity, the supreme authority - it is a term used for complete submission.\
CUR-EE-US – This is Peter acknowledging there is no one above you LORD – you are Lord and master …and all that you said you are is true.
/Jhn 6:69 “We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God. (hagios  theos)”
The pure and righteous God of the universe.\  
HOGEE-US   THEY-US
This speaks directly to Peter stating plain as day you are the Supreme God of the universe – the one true God, the Triune divine God- the pure God that created the world. 
Verse 69 is written in the Greek perfect tense - meaning this is a statement of confidence, saying, we have known about it and we are sure of this fact! 
                   REPEAT

TLJC is GOD and at the same time HE is the flesh and blood man who walked and talked, drank and ate…slept and wept with these men day in and day out for 3 years.
Look at John chapter one, verse forty- five.
This takes place at the beginning stages of HIS ministry where Jesus is gathering HIS Apostles and early disciples. 

Jhn 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
Philip is laying claim to the one true Messiah that OT prophets and the Torah spoke of.
This is a strong statement it meant the true savior was now among them which shows Philip had solid faith very early on.
Jhn 1:46 Nathanael (Bartholomew) said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
Just in case you were wondering Jesus Christ was raised in a bad neighborhood – HE was closer to the ghetto then He was to any mansions or temples. 

Again, another great example that a bad environment only holds us back when we dwell in it too long. (mentally) 
ELABORATE    
Also, to show us God never needs to use the best environment or the strongest and smartest people in HIS plan. HE often uses what the world rejects and laughs at to show HIS grace and power.

Jhn 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”

This is a great compliment right off the bat and at the same time a little divine sarcasm to call out the legalistic Jews who Jesus knew would reject HIM.

Jhn 1:48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

Actually, reading and meditating or prayer under the shade of a fig tree was more common in that day then most people realize – but, Jesus is giving Bartholomew the nod because he was a serious student of scripture. 
He knew the Messiah was not born in the ghetto of Nazareth and Jesus was also acknowledging his prayer time that Nathanael often did in the shade of a fig tree.
/Jhn 1:49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”
Leader or teacher, deity related to God, royalty in the bloodline of David. This is an early recognition of the Hypostatic Union.\
Rabbi meaning master instructor / teacher or leader.
Nathanael then uses a term to acknowledge Jesus is either God or related to God -  Son of God, which points to deity and then the solid title of royalty which touches into prophecy concerning King David.

Jhn 1:50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.”
TLJC gives him credit even though Nathanael is unaware how to digest all of this he is on the right track.

Because his faith and diligence in the word has given him some level of spiritual discernment the LORD tells him I will bless you with more insight and wisdom.
This was directed at all the new disciples standing there listening to this exchange. 
And we need to be clear on this RF – if you want spiritual discernment and spiritual strength… stick it out! 

Be faithful and diligent, the Lord loves that type of tenacity and HE rewards Bels who go beyond the emotional highs and dig their heels in for the deeper principles of BD.

When it comes to mystery doctrine of the CA which the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union falls under, this is beyond the salvation message…this is teaching for advanced students. 
             REPEAT
/Jhn 1:51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”\
There is a hint of the Angelic Conflict wrapped up in that statement – it is like saying once you get to a mature level of spirituality your insight and wisdom of the angelic warfare will escalate. 

Jesus again uses the term - Son of Man as a way to spell out HIS humanity – that God is in the flesh walking among mankind. 

/Dan 7:13 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.\
The prophetic words of Daniel use this same term for TLJC.
Meaning the humanity of Christ is recognized in prophecy and many Jewish scholars overlooked and lost it in translation. 
/Dan 7:14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom,
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion
which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.\
            
What happened with the nation of Israel over the years is that some of the teachers and leaders confused the doctrine of the coming Messiah to resemble a saviour with God-like ability or a divine human being chosen by God to fulfil prophecy. 

Yet the scriptures when accurately studied tells us even in OT writings that GOD will walk among us – God is the saviour. HE is the one written about in prophecy. 
There is no little God Jesus and Big God the Father.
There are some who will argue this point and debate different scriptures but ultimately by the time the virgin birth took place you had groups like the Pharisees and scribes and Sadducees who had developed their own version of the Jewish Messiah – the coming king and how he would save the nation of Israel from the hand of oppressors.

Remember the big knock on the Jewish leadership from the days of Jesus Christ was they wanted the Crown before the Cross – they didn’t fully grasp TLJC and HIS calling.  
It is not much different than what we have today – there are about 30 or 40 versions of Jesus Christ and God in American society today – all spin of slightly in different directions. Yet only one can be true!
                 REPEAT
The completed canon of scripture and the mystery doctrine wrapped up in the NT reveals everything we all need to clarify that Jesus Christ is GOD.

Not only that but HE is the unique one of the universe, who is 100% God and 100% man; Undiminished deity and true humanity forever in one body.
When TLJC spoke in NT writings it was from one of three sources, HIS deity, His humanity and HIS Hypostatic Union.

Just a few times Jesus Christ did allow HIS deity to take over on a miracle or healing but most of the time it was the power of God the HS and that is something we, the CA Bel, can reflect right now in time as well.  

But the uninformed Bel has no clue how TLJC operated from the Hypostatic Union. 

You see the ignorant or lazy Bel doesn’t want to dig deep and research, learn and grow up toward SM – they want a fluffy sermon and put $20 in a bucket once a week and skip out the door and forget about God till next Sunday.

Sorry folks that is not a true pastor-teacher and that is not a true student of the word – that is a religious game. 
I don’t play that!

Everything verbally communicated by Christ during the incarnation came from one of three sources: 
/His deity — Jhn 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”
An example of Jesus speaking from and about HIS deity.\


/His humanity (on the cross) — 
Jhn 19:28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, “I am thirsty.”
Still in His humanity with the presence of mind to complete the prophetic scriptures and the plan of God the Father.\
Humanity will be thirsty and hungry - deity is never hungry or thirsty. 
All the T’s were crossed and the I’s were dotted from prophecy – nothing left to chance or halfway, TLJC fulfilled every prophecy written about HIM. 
Nearly 300 OT scriptures written about the life and death of Jesus Christ – ALL completed and fulfilled to the letter!

/His hypostatic union — His calls for salvation; Mat 11:28 Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.\


/Jesus Christ once born into the world from the virgin birth will always remain 100% undiminished deity and 100% true humanity. HE will always be unique and in doing so HE was able to pay for the sins of mankind while still holding the universe together as God. He was able to fulfill a human bloodline of royalty (David) while remaining the Divine King of all kings in the heavenly.\


