Mat #37
Salt & light of the earth

/As we go deeper in Matthew chapter 5 this crash course of doctrine is highlighting a transitional period that takes these new Bels out of the Age of Israel and into the new Church Age coming on the day of Pentecost.\ 
Also with a vision to future events.
Let’s pick it up where we left off last lesson.
Mat 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Mat 5:11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.
Mat 5:12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
/Mat 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.\
Mat 5:14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

/ You are the salt of the earth- salt in the ancient world was not only for flavor but it was a food preservative which was of great value it saved food for days or weeks at a time.\
In some ancient cities salt was like a currency it had that much value.
/The positive Bels become a preservative to the earth. Many times in history God spared a city or an entire region from destruction due to one or two positive Bels. Noah (the Ark) & Joseph as governor of Egypt are 2 examples.\

We often refer to that as a pivot of positive Bels…or a remnant of Bels. But God never forces us to be positive or negative.
We are left to make our own choices.

The Apostles had the option to go negative…one did…Judas. 
/ if the salt has become tasteless- “if” is a third class condition which says maybe you will and maybe you won’t? The Apostles were never backed into a corner by the Lord. They stayed the course willingly long after He ascended back to heaven.\
At any point they could have quit.
At any point they could have folded under pressure and agreed with the Pharisees and Roman leadership and made a public statement against Jesus Christ as the Messiah.
Do you realize if any of the Apostles would have done that they would have been elevated to a high honor and given great power and wealth in their  communities. 

Instead these men faced certain death and stayed the course…preaching & teaching Christ crucified.
/When Mat 5:13 teaches us about salt losing its flavor, it is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.
This is a warning of the dual discipline that many Bels do not recognize.\
As positive Bels we are to do our best to stay within the plan of God. 
Be involved in evangelizing and praying for others… letting our Christian light shine to help others.
/When we go opposite of the plan of God for our life at some point discipline will be brought in to wake us up. The dual part of this for Bels is that the cosmic system will also attack and bring misery in your life. Some Bels who stray too far get hit from both sides at some juncture in their life.\ 

Trampled under-foot has the implication of not only getting divine discipline but also trampled by the world.

What we need to clarify is dead works when we talk about salt that has lost its flavor.

/Dead works (salt that is useless) is when a Bel is operating, working & striving outside the plan of God. Meaning - minus the filling power of the Holy Spirit & wrong motivation.\ 
This Bel can be a church going Bel who talks all about God & quotes scripture accurately.
It doesn’t matter how much scripture you can memorize or how often you attend church if you do not understand the filling power of the HS and have the right motivation it is useless works…dead works.
It starts with salvation and realizing you did not earn or deserve anything.

We actually deserve everlasting torment due to the OSN but we are given grace.
/Tit 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,\

Eph 2:8 tells us…For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God.

Dead works are seen every day… in many denominations that do not fully understand Mystery Doctrine & the power of the HS. 

The world holds up many spiritual leaders of differing denominations as these great saints who do so much good for the communities of the poor…
 or 3rd world countries yet we do not even know if they are true Bels or if they are filled with the Spirit and what their real motivation is. 
Most people do good deeds out of their own guilt or it makes them feel better…it is an emotional high. 

Some pulpits use guilt or shame to get people to donate time and money to a community project.
/Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.\
You don’t want to know the Hebrew behind filthy garments it isn’t pretty. It has to do with the ladies…and a once a month issue for them.
/Rom 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
Gal 2:16 tells us- a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus,\
God looks at the heart…so when I tell you that a Bel who has lost his or her taste in reference to being salt of the earth I am telling you that many Bels are involved in dead works.
/Rev 20:12-15 tells us God looks at our deeds and HOW as well as WHY they were done. Many Bels think they have great rewards for all the good deeds yet it will be burned up (1Cor 3:12-15) because it was dead works.\
Without the filling power of the HS and doctrinal content in your soul most of the time you will perform good deeds & works from your flesh. 
The strength of your faith is tested when you begin to get involved in helping others and reaching outside your circle of family & friends. 
/Rom 14:23 But he who doubts
is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.\

Remember the Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees were always doing good deeds out in the public square.
They craved the attention of others and it made them feel holy or righteous to put a spiritual show on for everybody.
/Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,\
This is explaining the problem of those who do not grow beyond salvation and only remain in a cycle of repenting from sin…fall back into old habits and lifestyle choices and then starting all over again.

/Spiritual growth means momentum begins to build in your walk with God, basic Biblical principles become 2nd nature for you and you reach for deeper knowledge into the Word.\
Many Bels do not grow beyond basic doctrines and therefore they think the spiritual life is working hard to please God. 
They fall into sins and have shame and guilt that set them back and then they try hard to get back the ground they lost.

It is a vicious cycle…and it inflames the flesh to work hard, trying to prove to self & others that you can live up to an imaginary standard. 

/Morality and outward deeds are not the way a Bel reaches maturity… this is what they do after they gain spiritual ground. The Pharisees were moral and preformed plenty of good deeds yet the majority of them were Unbel’s and filled with legalistic arrogance.\
Let’s move on to verse 14.

Just a warning that what someone does on the outside does not always reveal who they are on the inside. 
/Mat 5:14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
This scripture is another clear statement that we have a divine purpose in this life.\
Bels are needed in this world because there is a darkness that Satan and the fallen angels have cast upon the entire population.
Part of our commission as ambassadors and evangelists for Christ is to live our life as Christians in full view of the world.

We are not to tie ourselves to the world standards and copy the behavior of the Unbels trying to fit in.
/2Cor 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?\
Many times scripture describes Christians as beacons of light because the world is in darkness.

/Joh 12:36 “While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.” These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them.\

/In the physical absence of our Lord, right now in time…the Bel is the light for a lost & dying world.
Rom 2:19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,\

Unbels are said to be in a lost and dying world…they are in the darkness whether they believe that or not …it is what TLJC has said.
/Eph 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light\

When we witness and live a life that reflects TLJC we are shining our very own little light.
/Isa 9:2 The people who walk in darkness
will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.
Jesus Christ is the most powerful light yet the Bels who unite and follow the Lord’s lead can shine a witness light for many people to see!\

You have to always have the concept of what you say…and what you do in your daily life can have great impact on someone you might not even know.
Maybe there is someone in your neighborhood or at your job that you don’t even get along with who will see your Christian light shine during a difficult situation and it will change their lives forever. 
/Mat 5:14 - A city set on a hill- speaks to the unity of Bels who come together under one truth…one Spirit…one goal and can be a living (witness) light. That city (Bels) can only be seen from a distance if all the lights are shining.\

Look back at Mat 5 verse 15
This light concept was important enough for Our Lord to use several times during His ministry…it went hand in hand with the salt of the earth analogy.

/Mat 5:15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
How many Christians in our day and age are afraid to shine their light in public?\
The devils world is having a successful campaign in 2018 making Christianity a shadow of what it was 50 or 60 years ago.
People do not like to bring up TLJC… they do not talk about prayer and spiritual guidance when someone they know is struggling. Whatever light they have is hidden under a basket.

I’m not suggesting you stand on the street corner and shout the Lord is coming… repent!
Nor should you put your job in jeopardy over speaking about the gospel of Christ.
Use common sense…but certainly don’t be afraid to admit you’re a Christian or offer Biblical advice to those around you.

/Mat 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your (divine) good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.\

The works in view here come from a Bel with some maturity who has proper motivation & filling power of the HS.

You can-not glorify God in your flesh so this is directly related to Spiritual works that come only from Bible Doctrine applied the right way. 
Look what Paul told the church at Corinth. 
/2Cor 3:2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3  being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.\
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Too often Bels mistake emotion for the filling of the HS…they confuse busy work out in the community with divine good. 

Let me leave you with a good example.

If you are out in your community feeding the poor and helping those less fortunate and you are doing that, not for any other reason than you know it is the right thing to do and you feel led to do so by your relationship with God…and you have named and cited known sins then you are operating in the New Nature…filled with the HS and doing divine good works. 


