Mat 70
Jesus came to save not salvage
(Van-leer Blackwell stroke)

TLJC came to save sinners and offer salvation for the whole world…not salvage the earth and fix it to make it better.

We have now moved on to Matthew chapter 8 and as we do this I want to clarify one principle that I did not get a chance to cover last lesson…in relation to unlimited atonement.
If man’s free will plays no role in salvation and little or no role in spiritual growth afterward why were we created?

If you know anything about the angelic rebellion from eternity past and the reason the human race was created as a lower race to become witnesses and active soldiers in spiritual warfare then the TULIP principles from the core beliefs of the John Calvin system of theology falls flat on its face.

Just some food for thought and reasonable thinking if you know anything about the fall of Satan and his legion of demon angels. 
Mat 8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him.
/Mat 8:2 And a leper came to Him and bowed (proskyneō) down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”\
Mat 8:3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
Mat 8:4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

The word IF in verse 2 is in the Greek 3rd class condition…maybe you will maybe you won’t…this man will accept whatever TLJC does. That is true belief.
ELABORATE!!!

That Greek verb –PROS-KOO-NAY-OH is a word for worship or to physically fall down or prostrate oneself in front of someone or something. 

/The imperfect tense of the Greek verb proskyneō- (bow down or worship) means he had been doing this for a period of time probably since the Lord began speaking earlier. The root words Pros-kyōn= come forward like an obedient dog recognizing its Master.\
PRAS-KOO-OH
This Jewish leper was a BEL! His statement and actions leave no doubt that he knew TLJC was God in the flesh and he had known since he first began listening to Him or watching Him.

This is the grace gift that we receive at the moment we truly believe on Christ as Lord and Savior!

/This first healing was certainly a miracle because this was a documented leper, recognized & quarantined in the community. This was the protocol sample of the OSN (leprosy) being washed clean, removed and being restored to fellowship with God.\
He could now walk in the new nature.
This example is a Bel who sins and fails and only TLJC and His precious work can clean the sin and remove the illness. 
There is much to absorb from just verse 2 …this man knows who TLJC is and he had already come to believe and began worshipping Him.
Another interesting principle is that 
/The Levitical priests (Lev 13) could only pronounce a person clean or unclean to determine if they could remain among the tribe, yet the High Priest Jesus Christ who is God does the cleansing Himself. All commands, laws & prophecy are fulfilled in Christ!\ 

The High Priest; He comes to do that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, (Rom. 8:3). The law discovered sin (for by the law is the knowledge of sin), and pronounced sinners unclean; it shut them up (Gal. 3:23), as the priest did the leper, but could go no further;      REPEAT!

/Mat 8:3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed (katharizō).” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
Christ makes contact with the illness, as our mediator and substitute He is the only one qualified!\
That Greek verb KATH-EYE-REED-ZO is in the aorist tense which means it was complete… it means a purification that was done to completion, never to return again.   REPEAT!
TLJC is the unique one of the universe even within the Trinity when it comes to contact with fallen mankind only TLJC is uniquely qualified. 
Truth be told… there probably were a thousand lepers in and around that area yet TLJC only healed a select few.

Because our Lord came to complete a mission on that Cross at Calvary & that would offer freedom and salvation for anyone who was positive toward His work.

Lepers were everywhere in the ancient world. The point is: whenever someone was healed by Jesus Christ it had a purpose. Jesus was not remiss in His duty. 

/Jesus didn’t come to heal people, He came to save, He came to present Himself as Savior. For anyone to get saved they have to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. These acts of healing were all designed to focus on the uniqueness of Christ.\
Jesus didn’t come in the 1st Advent to clean up the devils world and be social justice warrior….sorry to tell you if that’s what you believe…this is why it’s important to understand dispensations…perfection doesn’t come until the 1000 yr reign. 
 The miracles and healings all point to the uniqueness of His work, and who He really is.
So the purpose of healing was not to alleviate suffering but to focus attention on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It would be the same purpose when the Apostles were given a limited amount of time and power to perform miracles and healings. 

We are going to start seeing a series of miracles and healings that become apparent and important to understand. 
In fact the next few lessons will revolve around the deception of signs and wonders and the real reason signs and wonders were activated for a period of time in the early church. 

At a later date the Apostles will reflect the power of Christ in their early ministries all for similar reasons. 

/In the earthly ministry of our Lord, every time there was an act of healing He gave a message, declared the gospel. Healing & miracles was just a way of shining a light toward the gospel. It was never God’s grand design that Jesus healed the world in His 1st Advent.\

Signs and wonders fall under the same category as healings.
Anything of the supernatural that occurred while TLJC or the Apostles and those closest to them were establishing the early church were events ordained by God the Father in His divine plan to cement the fact that this was God Himself in the flesh and therefore those leaders were affiliated with the one true God.

Also…Signs are to remind the Jews of the coming of the fifth cycle of discipline; wonders are miracles which will focus attention on those who witness that they have a stamp of approval from God—“by the name of thy holy Son Jesus.” 
Just remember Satan and his fallen angels have power to do signs and wonders as well. This is why you should not be fixed on teachers who do prophecy and signs and wonders.
/Mar 13:22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect.
(Mat 24:24)\
The myth about miracles is that if we just see more divine intervention today we would have more born again Bels…it’s a lie! Human nature always wants more….the OSN is never fully satisfied. 

/Jhn 4:48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will not believe.”
When people need to see divine intervention or miracles they lack faith which is needed for true belief.\

If your belief and faith are rooted in what you see…then they are rooted in sand which will eventually give way and collapse.      REPEAT!
Nothing grows in sand… only dark, rich soil is where roots can take hold and gain strength.
/Jhn 20:29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”\

The Exodus generation saw more signs and miracles than any other generation yet they were described as stubborn and stiff necked! They failed miserably! 

Where the Lord went and they recognized Him and were familiar with Him …it was much too difficult to even preach a message much less perform a miracle.
/Mat 13:58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.
Familiarity breeds doubt & disrespect.\
Mat 13:57 tells us….And they took offense at Jesus. Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.

This principle has greater depth but certainly on the surface it speaks to the fact that those people or circumstances we become familiar with are the same ones we lose interest and respect for in the long run.  REPEAT!
Husbands and wives need to take note of that principle and so should those with a good solid income and a comfortable home. Remain grateful, don’t become familiar!

But this also speaks to the fact that TLJC can’t force people to choose to believe in His work and who He is…if they do not He can’t move forward in a relationship with them!
Turn to 1Corinthians chapter one with me.
We know TLJC performed many miracles and healings….about 40 are documented in scripture yet there are 7 miracles that often stand out as the ones everyone notes. 
Seven being the number of perfect completion. 

TLJC did not come to impress us with signs and wonders, nor did He come to settle the score with the Roman Empire.
/Even though Jesus performed many miracles we never get a sense that it was the priority of His ministry to fix a broken world and cure ailments or social injustice. He came to save through His actions & WORD and touch the hearts of the lost.\

It was His desire to touch us deep within by His words and lifestyle and when the time was right He would become a sacrifice for our sins.

Look what the Apostle Paul was focused on …it wasn’t sign and wonders…it wasn’t water baptism and religion.
/1Co 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.\
1Co 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1Co 1:19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
1Co 1:20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
1Co 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
1Co 1:22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;
1Co 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,
1Co 1:24 but to those who are the called (klētos) KLAY-TOSS, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
It is a word for the invited guest of a banquet or the saints of God, special guests. 
/1Co 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
Mankind is impressed with the signs and wonders but it is truth & knowledge that changes the soul!\
1Co 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;
1Co 1:27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,
1Co 1:28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,
1Co 1:29 so that no man may boast before God.
/It is often the highly educated and worldly wise men & women who struggle with faith. They need hard proof and even that is often not enough.\
 Think about the Exodus generation they witnessed so much in the way of miracles and signs and wonders…yet they became rebellious toward Moses which is rebellion toward God actually.
For that matter what about the Egyptian people. They got a spanking by God in terms of discipline with signs and miracles that fell upon them.
/Psa 135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt, upon
Pharaoh and all his servants.
The Egyptian leadership refused to believe even though their land and families suffered under God’s power.\
The people followed the lead of the Pharaoh and his mighty military…the majority probably believed that Moses and Aaron had a god like there many gods who was capable of doing magic tricks.   
It is difficult to believe that people would still reject the one true God after those plagues came across their countryside in a wave…one after the other!

Look what Jesus really said about signs and wonders…because so many were following Him because that is all that attracted to them…they didn’t truly believe in Him. 
/Mat 16:4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and departed.\

[bookmark: _GoBack]I guess I’ll leave you with the words of the Apostle Paul and by the way this ought to frustrate the staunch Pentecostal Bels….
/1Cor 14:22  Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers.
True prophecy only can be found in fully understanding the BIBLE!\
