Mat #48
Vows to our Lord

TLJC is continuing to clarify the Mosaic Law & how it has been fulfilled in His presence and what it means for this current generation of Bels. 
Mat 5:32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
/Mat 5:33 “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’\
Mat 5:34 “But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.
Mat 5:36 “Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.
Mat 5:37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.

Notice in verse 33 on the board TLJC has gone from the serious vow and commitment of marriage into vows and promises under the name of the Lord.

It was a common Jewish practice certainly under the leadership of the Pharisees to make vows and commitments in public and use the name of the Lord as a binding agreement. 

There was an element of …do as I say not as I do going on at this point in history.
/The Lord Jesus Christ was warning of the vows & commitments demanded by Jewish leadership under the guise of being sincere as they themselves were not always fulfilling their commitments. This was also a warning for ANY vow made to the Lord.\

TLJC was just mentioning the serious vows of marriage made before God and He is now going to the next level with this.

The Pharisees would put a yoke upon those underneath them and they were certain to monitor or check in with those people to ensure guilt or shame if they failed…yet they themselves had no one to supervise their own activity.
You see the double standard with the Pharisees & Scribes ran very deep. 


Same thing with the Sadducees who had more political connections and were much more secular minded in their approach toward life, yet made vows and commitments and failed to follow thru on them.

But they would demand that the less fortunate underneath them live up to all standards and promises they made.

/Those people who hold you to a higher standard than even they can manage to sustain are steeped in legalism and that arrogant standard is what makes them feel powerful & holy\

Watching someone else fail and taking the focus off yourself makes the arrogant feel even more superior. 
It’s an illusion. Turn to Luke chapter 18.

This lesson on vows/commitments needs to be a two-fold message…first was what was happening during that point in history…legalistic guilt and shame that the leadership of the Jews put on those under their authority.
The other will be taking the name of Lord in vain concerning a vow is a very serious infraction.

Look at Luke 18 verse 9
Luk 18:9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
/Luk 18:11 “The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.\
12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ (NOTICE THE OUTWARD IS SO IMPORTANT TO THE legalist) 13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’
Luk 18:14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Notice the -  Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself…he stood in public….these Jewish leaders loved a show …they loved the garments and tassels and the outward look of being spiritual.

/Luk 18:11-  swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
Arrogance always assumes it knows every detail, it assumes it knows what others think or do…it assumes it knows better therefore it should be in control.\

Remember the Pharisees over analyzed the TORAH so much that they added hundreds of extra details and laws to the core doctrines of the Mosaic Law.

They were so concerned with what everyone else was doing and how they could walk a spiritual walk closer to God more so than everyone else could.
It was all arrogance which is the evil sister of legalism…they are one in the same.

/1Sa 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”\

This was when Samuel was sent to choose David as a future king. All David’s brothers were physically stronger…older and probably more experienced in life. Yet God wanted this skinny, teenage sheep herder to be the future king of Israel. 
For that matter King Saul was chosen because he was tall and attractive…yet he was a weak Bel who ended up dying the sin unto death…he failed as a king.

Our human frailty always looks at the exterior… yet God could care less about our outside appearance or our failures or our standing in the world.

In Matthew chapter 5
/The Lord is teaching His Apostles that His arrival (Age of Hypostatic Union) is a pivotal point where the hypocrisies get exposed & His word becomes clarified as He ushers in the new Church Age.\

What many people lose sight of is the completed canon of scripture…the Bible was not fully complete until John finished writing the book of Revelation.

In fact, completed copies of the Bible didn’t start circulating until around 95 A.D. probably by 100 A.D. to be more accurate concerning copies in circulation. 
Therefore …everything leading up to that point of the completion of the Bible was a form of building blocks and pieces of a larger puzzle that would only fully come together after it was written.

Now back in Matthew chapter 5

/Mat 5:34 “But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.\
You ever heard the term…don’t bite off more than you can chew?
That is the modern way to look at what TLJC is warning His future leaders about.

I can’t tell you how many times someone has come into the church where I am an associate Pastor at and made promises and vows to get involved with one of the ministries and within 6 months or 2 years… they are gone!

But in the moment…the emotions get the best of them…much like people who fall in love quickly and most of it revolves around lust or not wanting to be alone and then they make a marriage commitment that later on becomes a burden in their lives. 
/Mat 5:36 “Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.
We have no control over our own bodies in the sense as to what will happen in the future, so how can we commit to vows we may have no control over later?\
This means step back and take your time…pray about your future plans.
We are to make vows and commitments especially in front of our Lord with a serious intent.

/Mat 5:37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.
For those in leadership it is even more important to be strong in your convictions and commitments.\

We all fail from time to time and we always have God’s grace & mercy for all of those times…but do not be one of those people who in a moment of excitement you make a vow that later will be impossible for you to fulfill.

Let’s close this by looking at the book of James.
The key in all of this is endurance. 
Having an attitude that you will stand in the gap once you have committed to something.

The Apostles are also being warned in all this that if you want an easy life think again! Don’t make that vow until you are ready and certain.
By the way I warn any man wanting to be involved in a church in any form of leadership…deacons…pastors or evangelist …be prepared and willing to stand in there when it is boring, when it is difficult and when the attacks come your way!
Look at James chapter one.

Jam 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
/Jam 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,\
Jam 1:3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Jam 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.
Jam 1:7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Consider it all joy when you encounter problems. How many of us have that outlook?  It’s not easy…. in fact that attitude only comes when we are walking by means of the Spirit and applying doctrine in our lives.
/Our spiritual endurance & strength come very similarly as physical endurance & strength is attained. It is by exercise and pushing ourselves, by making purposeful strides, consistently!\
When I went to Fort McCullen, Alabama at the end of the summer of 1980…I was at a reception station for about 4 or 5 days first…we got shots…haircuts and uniforms. We watched a film on the history of the US Army and we met a drill sergeant. We got our soldiers manuals and went to classes for Army protocol.
We got up early and did 50 push-ups & jumping jacks and we jogged a little over a mile…no big deal.
But then a set of buses pulled up and we all loaded on with our new gear and duffle bags…we drove for about 15 minutes and the next thing I know…a rugged drill sergeant jumped on the bus and starting shouting his name and job and all these instructions.
He then said you have 1 minute to get off this bus and onto a painted line and he said I just wasted 50 seconds of that.
Then it really began.  ELABORATE
One mile of jogging quickly turned into two…two into 3 until we hit 5 miles almost every morning.
That’s how strength and endurance become part of our lifestyle. Spiritually it is the same thing…line upon line…precept upon precept… here a little… there a little…failing and getting back up again. Consistency !!!

ELABORATE   Bible study!!!
Finish with principles.
/Vows & commitments are not designed to entrap us, they are designed to keep us steadfast and on course. They are designed for mature individuals with intestinal fortitude who understand that personal desire is usurped by duty and honor.\
You should never be afraid of commitment but you should be prepared for it….REPEAT!
/Without commitment we have no definitive strength in our lives. We are weakened vessels and silly children when we constantly run from responsibility.\
It leaves us in a state of weakness…very vulnerable to outside forces and agendas that will sway us one way or another. In fact we will never have a solid belief system because we will be open for the next new idea or emotional wave that tickles our fancy or makes us feel safe.      REPEAT  
/Those who seek comfort over commitment and personal desires over values will build a temple of worship to self, deep within their soul and it will constantly call out for more dedication.\
We become weaker and less able to problem solve and handle adversity when we are focused on ourselves, living in the OSN…always looking for the easy out.
Laziness begets laziness as the Bible teaches…it’s a vicious cycle.
/Commitments and vows in the spiritual sense are very serious and should never be quickly thrown out or ignored because the result will be discipline either in the form of reaping what we sow or divine discipline directly from God.\
What we promise to God is never taken lightly therefore take your time and pray about what you promise to do concerning your spiritual walk. 

/The mature Bel is willing & excited to commit and make a vow for the Lord, the immature Bel runs from the challenge and remains in the infant stages of spirituality resembling the Unbel.\
That baby Bel usually peels away eventually and they get lost out in the cosmic system at some point or another.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The mature Bel realizes the serious nature of a vow and they contemplate it & pray about it and prepare for it before they embrace it. 


