Mat 176
Learning the role of leadership

Prayers for Minneapolis.

Mat 14:13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.
TLJC is going away from Galilee and not only seeking some down time, to reflect in HIS humanity on the death of John the Baptist but HE is removing Himself from the area that King Herod Antipas and his volatile wife had rule over.
Also keep in mind the moment John the Baptist was beheaded he was face to face with TLJC in the heavenly realm. Because Jesus Christ is God. 
HE is everywhere…omnipresence like the Father & the HS.
The humanity of TLJC has the same feelings or pain and temptations we do so never lose sight of that either. 
/Mat 14:14 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.\
He touched land upon a secluded area it was the region King Philip ruled…Herod Antipas’s brother, and by the way, Philip was a much more stable man than his brother Antipas. 
Bethsaida is the area that most historians mention when they get to this section of scripture. TLJC was attempting to gain some rest & downtime. 
Also keep in mind TLJC went across the sea of Galilee on a boat, these folks walked several miles to get around to the other side.
Mat 14:15 When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
You get a sense the disciples were tired and had enough of TLJC healing all day.
Mat 14:16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!”
Notice the firm statement TLJC makes with that exclamation point. There is a command in this statement and it really will be a lesson in leadership for these men.
Mat 14:17 They said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
What I want to note first today is verse 14.

TLJC felt compassion not what we call pity by today’s standard. God is tender hearted not because of guilt or shame or the emotions we often have in this case.

When TLJC has compassion, it is from a divine perspective and shows us the heart of God is always for this lost & dying world to seek refuge in HIM.
HE was the leader and more importantly the Messiah so HIS rest and needs took a back seat in that moment. 
/As a leader you should always get your rest and take care of your health, but there are times when the call for work or leadership is needed and can not be ignored. The Lord is focused on the healing of the soul (salvation) even more than the physical healing HE would perform.\
This crowd had many sick and lame that struggled to get around the sea of Galilee and there were many Unbels in the midst of this large group…thousands had flocked to this spot.
/The true disciples and more importantly the Apostles would now learn to put others over themselves in several aspects. The fact that they were tired, hungry and also wanted to keep getting advanced doctrine took a back seat as the Lord focused on salvation & healing.\
Truthfully the original 12 disciples TLJC chose were friendly with John the Baptist, about half of them were part of John the Baptizers early ministry. 
They received the news about the same time Jesus did.

Turn to 2Timothy chapter 4 with me.
There is a backdrop to this that you need to focus on. There has been a two year build up, probably longer at this point, of the earthly ministry of TLJC. These followers are now well aware of a growing hatred toward their Messiah and His teaching;
/The Apostles were aware their friend had been executed; they were aware the Jewish leadership was upset with Jesus. They felt pressure mounting and their leadership roles were becoming more demanding. This is equivalent to the Bel who is maturing and the pressure begins to accumulate.\  REPEAT    ELABORATE
The honeymoon is over…now what!?
Do they turn tail and run or do they put their own needs and desires second and tend to the flock.  

Now we know Timothy was a student of the Apostle Paul’s, a budding pastor, he was being trained to handle a leadership role of a church.
And really what TLJC was doing with the 11 faithful men we noted in Matthew 14 was preparing them to work in the ministry. Not just any ministry but in apostleship which is a one-time ministry and unique in human history.

As a Bel who seeks to grow up spiritually you have responsibilities and we all face leadership roles at work or in your family, or maybe in the future when God places someone in your life you need to mentor. 

2Ti 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
/2Ti 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.\
Most people think they will have time for God later or they will set aside time in the future for a serious relationship…I tell you that is your enemy the devil whispering words of apathy & lies in your ear. All Bels need to be prepared for what God may put in their path!
REPEAT
2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
We covered this in the past it is so easily seen in our day and age as people church hop… or look for a new spiritual movement or teacher that will approve of their lifestyle and not challenge them.
2Ti 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
2Ti 4:5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
/elegchō – reprove, correction or conviction in a legal sense meaning it can be done in a public arena. A pastor can reprove and should reprove from his message first. It is only after a congregation member refuses to acknowledge error that church leadership need take action.
epitimaō – rebuke, a strong charge. This is done with a sense of honor meaning one on one without making it personal. To set a charge or guideline on someone’s errors done with a sense of assisting a person back into the boundaries of the church.\
EL-LEG-GRO      EPI-TEE-MA-OH
These principles can apply to almost any leadership role…military, business or in the family unit.
/parakaleō – exhort, to give comfort & strength. To come alongside for guidance. Build up a person through the word.
makrothymia – patience, steadfast and long suffering. To endure during times of trouble or illness.\
PARA-CLE-AH-OH    
MA-GRATH-AH ME-AH

Many of you recognize the word from past studies –
 PARA-CLE-AH-OH it is a version of the word that we use to describe God the HS.
My point being that a Pastor and even those in church leadership must learn the principle of putting others needs over their own. 
All leadership is called to this attitude.

Not to the point where a congregation member can manipulate leadership in to cowing down to all their complaints or desires but that the leadership would have enough SM to decern what the true needs and problems are.
The command and words from TLJC speak to BELS…all of us… leaders, deacons & pastors…all of us. 
/Jhn 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
(Jhn 15:12-17, 1Jhn 3:23, 1Pet 1:22, 1Thes 4:9…etc.)\ 

The love almost always associated with the born again, Bel who is growing inside the plan of God is impersonal, unconditional love (agape’) meaning the love is not based in emotions but in your love for the Lord. The closest we get in our limited abilities & finite mind to understanding God’s love is this type of love. 
/Jhn 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
1Jhn 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.\

In Matthew chapter 14 we know TLJC probably could have used some down time. 
My guess is the disciples were feeling a little overwhelmed as well…and here come thousands of people who need their attention. 
TLJC is operating on three levels here as only HE can; One is salvation for a lost & dying world that is first and foremost priority as it should be for all Christians. 

Secondary HE is showing HIS godly compassion for a large group of lost souls with illness and disabilities, not from emotional nonsense like guilt or shame but true compassion that when you have the ability or means to lift up a fallen human being and help…you do so!
Last but not least HE is still training the Apostles for leadership roles. 
Leaders teach by example as much as what with words or instructions.

They might not grasp it right off the bat but all TLJC lessons come to light after the day of Pentecost for these men.
One lesson they will pick up on is;
/Phl 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction.\
You do all things thru TLJC not your flesh & the devil’s world. 
The Apostle Paul is grateful for the generosity and concern the Bels at Philippi showed him. But Paul had a long go of it early in his ministry as far as being accepted by the original followers of Christ and even establishing a ministry so he didn’t have to keep earning living as a tent maker. 
This attitude would be needed by all the men of the early church.
Especially Paul he was attacked and travelled all over the place and got locked up and beaten up several times.

/Many Bels think it all falls on the pastor to have the burden of the church and the attacks that may come with it. All Bels are to work together and suffer together as they grow under the teacher. Leadership always takes the hit for responsibility but those under authority have a role to play as well.\
We are all said to be one body…one family one bride of TLJC.

We need to never lose the focus on supporting one another and staying strong for others who may be weak and when they are strong you may be the weak one, that’s how it works folks.
/Rom 12:4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. (1Cor 12:12)\
The men being trained for ministry by our Lord in Matthew chapter 14 were going to be left with a lot of doctrine and at the same time a lot of responsibilities as leaders as well.
Turn to Philippians chapter 2 with me.
Remember - To the one much is given… much is required. (Luk 12:48) 
So now whatever standard these men had about life in the past, there was a new standard being taught right now.
The Apostle Paul said it best;
/Gal 6:9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.\
Paul was supernaturally taught by TLJC Himself! All Apostles had direct contact & commission from the Lord…this is why they are unique and no longer existed after the 12 men of the Bible.
Look what the Apostle Paul teaches at Philippi;
Phl 2:1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,
/Phl 2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.
No pastor is an island, no Bel does it alone, unity is the foundation of success in the military, business, ministry or marriage.\ 
Having the same mind means you are taught the same principles and for the Christian you understand the filling power of God the HS.
This means you can connect mentally with other Bels you have never even met before…you are both of the same mind, the mind of TLJC (Bible). 
(Example -BIBLE CONFERENCES) 
/Phl 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;
This speaks to wrong motivation, fleshly thinking. Operate from divine integrity, a place of strength (Bible Doctrine), walking in that new nature habitually.\
Phl 2:4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
This was the core of the lesson TLJC was displaying in HIS words & actions in Matthew chapter 14 verses 14 thru 18.
In fact the majority of HIS life on earth was Phil 2:4.

When the needs of Unbels and hurting Bels confronts you don’t be so quick to turn and run but apply the doctrine you have learned. 
Reflect the image of TLJC. 
Phl 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
Phl 2:6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
In eternity past TLJC stepped up and said I will be the human sacrifice…I will endure the pain & humiliation.
/Phl 2:7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
Voluntarily becoming human (doctrine of the Hypostatic Union).\ 
TLJC set aside HIS deity HE never lost it.
HE became 100% man while remaining 100% God and is that same unique person today!
Phl 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Let us close by looking at some principles connected to Matthew chapter 14 and what the disciples were learning;
/The grace gift of salvation needs to be of the utmost important doctrine for all Bels. Without being born again a person faces the lake of fire. Unbels will come into your path who disagree and even attack you but in your new nature you should always have a heart for the gospel to reach those people.\

/Leadership in any realm (military, business, church or family) has to be compassionate enough to understand the needs of those in pain while being strong enough to not waiver from the original mission or goals.\

/Leadership that is overly sensitive will be manipulated and lose their grip on authority just like Leadership that is  tyrannical will eventually cause dissention and contempt within the ranks. Both avenues produce a form of rebellion in one sense or another.\

/Bels must learn that when Bible Doctrine is being taught it is always important, even if it is repetitive because it may be for a new Bel or a lesson you will need to master when God presents you with opportunities to mentor others. We are all leaders, teachers and mentors at different points in our spiritual walk.\ 




