Mat 246
There comes a point where the world’s opinions no longer matter to the Believer

TLJC is giving a powerful statement in the discipleship of the men and even ladies who were serious followers of HIM in Matt 16 – as I taught you last lesson from verse 24 into 27 the call is a call to go way beyond the salvation gate.

There is a warning of burdens and attacks they may even lead to death that they needed to be aware of.

There was a call toward SM that takes the Bel onto a higher platform and in doing so, greater power, authority and blessings are available. 

The speech about the cross and what follows was a dire warning but also the call of a leader who knew what awaits those who step up in this temporal battle. 
When a young patriot enters the military, they take an oath and realize their life is now being put on the line – they answer to a higher calling.
This is very similar to that patriotic step in life.
Mat 16:25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.
/Mat 16:26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?\

Mat 16:27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.
Verse 26 will be our study for today and possibly into the next lesson because I believe God the HS is telling me this is perfectly suited for what many people need to hear today – especially Christians who are on the fence.
Those having one foot in the world and one foot in the plan of God.

/Many Bels follow the ideology of the cosmic viewpoint that what we gain in this temporal life; Wealth, popularity, power, pseudo happiness, etc. is of the highest value. Which means they view eternity in vague terms and mythical standards. This is a victory for Satan especially if the Bel is inundated into this ideology. \ 
Anytime Bels accept what the cosmic system feeds them in the area of ideologies, norms and standards and any opposing viewpoint to scripture it becomes a victory on the smaller battlefields of life.

Many wars are won because of a series of small victories - sometimes in what appears as insignificant battles woven into the larger war itself. 
                        REPEAT

You know how an addict beats addiction – one day at a time. 
You know how a boxer wins a tough fight – one round at a time. 
You know how a football team wins a championship – one game at a time and truthfully on the football field, you win each game - one yard at a time. 
It is no different in war…the smaller battles and subtle decisions matter. 

So, when Jesus brings out this dramatic speech to HIS closest followers it has great impact;
/Mat 16:26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
The second question is the real issue, that points to the outcome…the real root of the question.\
Unbels who reject the gospel over and over again have made that choice, meaning what they can gain in this temporal, fleeting world has greater value to them then living forever with God. 

The call is for those who reject Christ but wrapped up in this, Jesus is warning the Bels listening to HIS speech that they can forfeit all the spiritual blessings in exchange for cosmic blessings in time.

TLJC must go to that cross for the sake of salvation for all mankind if they choose to believe upon HIM and we know that is woven into this. 
Loss of life and forfeiting your soul speaks directly to salvation. 

But there is a sense of a subtle warning in this for Bels – though they cannot lose their salvation, TLJC has been opening up a principle about driving toward SM which means you give up that self-life and chasing the lies in the cosmic system. 

There are many Bels today and it was probably the same back then – that put all their effort and hopes into what this temporal world can do for them.
In every generation there are a majority of Bels who simply go the way of cosmic viewpoint after salvation.

/In essence the Unbel who refuses to come to Christ after a period of time is making a trade of his everlasting soul for the pleasure of a fleeting, satanic system. The Bel who lusts after the cosmic system is trading their spiritual status & blessings for a seat at an enemy’s table. Where they will be served poison that dulls the senses and robs them of time, talent and treasure.\
There is no easy way to swallow this pill because we all have family & friends who we know are Christians or at least we perhaps believe they are. Yet they live for the cosmic system & they reflect choices or lifestyles that most Unbels have.
It is not up to you are even a pastor like myself to correct these Bels – it is between them and God the HS.

We keep them in prayer and we do our best to present truth when they want to listen to us but ultimately God is in control.

Where I am being led today is a touchy subject and I believe this scripture in Mat 16:26 is a time to teach upon it.

/There are three reasons Bels do not go forward in the plan of God but instead embrace the cosmic system; 1) Laziness toward studying and applying BD. 2) Ignorance due to accepting false doctrine. 3) Fear of not fitting in or feeling ashamed about The Lord. Call it peer pressure or an inability to stand firm in what they believe (possibly both) but either way they willfully embrace cosmic viewpoint and choices outside of God’s word.\ 
Today I want to really dig into number 3 on that list.
It is the attitude that I mentioned a few months back – the attitude of, go along to get along. They feel ashamed about being a Christian or they want to fit in with Unbels …or a mixture of both. 

Go to the OT Zephaniah chapter 3 RF.

I think the best warning I can give is the same of a man whose shoulders I stand upon and all the men who I have stood upon their shoulders did as well – The Apostle Paul;

/Rom 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.\

It is easy to claim you are Christian at church among other Christians but what about when the conversation or environment is not so godly?

When Christ and "His words" are unpopular, the instinctive desire for the weak Bel is to stay in good standing with others. This type of Bel does not want to rock the boat – they want to go along to get along.
Now in Zephaniah chapter 3 the prophet is speaking about the rebellion of Jerusalem as a wicked city – the Tribe of Judah is being highlighted here. 

Zep 3:1 Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, The tyrannical city!
This area of Bels is called by a feminine title because it speaks of being the unfaithful wife.
/Zep 3:2 She heeded no voice,
She accepted no instruction.
She did not trust in the LORD,
She did not draw near to her God.\

This also points us to the singular Bel who has left the plan of God to embrace the cosmic system. 
They do not accept the teaching of BD, they do not get closer to God after salvation - they go in the opposite direction. The become the unfaithful wife.
They join the crowd that agrees with the cosmic attitude of – everyone else is doing it, so it must be okay.
Just go with the flow – fit in with the crowd.
/Zep 3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions, Her judges are wolves at evening; They leave nothing for the morning.
Wicked people end up under wicked leadership as part of their discipline.\
For the Bel it is emphasized even greater because God will allow corruption and lies to engulf their government & law enforcement officials. 

It trickles down to the citizens in such a manner that it is like being devoured by savage beasts.
No justice because the judicial system is corrupt or evil, the government leaders are greedy & heartless -  they over tax and manipulate businesses and personal property and the people suffer. 
/Zep 3:4 Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men; Her priests have profaned the sanctuary. They have done violence to the law.
This points us to false teachers, doctrines of demons and those who have twisted the truth.\

This leaves an opening for Satan to have an effect on the weak Bels who want to stay in the good graces of the cosmic crowd.
It gives them reasons or excuses to not follow BD. 

/Zep 3:5 The LORD is righteous within her; He will do no injustice. Every
morning He brings His justice to light;
He does not fail. But the unjust knows no shame.\

The unjust knows no shame – they laugh in the face of God, they do not care about the truth.
And yet the weak Bels who live for the cosmic system, worry that they may offend these types of people.
That they won’t fit in with that crowd.

Truth always comes out sooner or later.
God constantly shines a light of truth even in the worst lies and yet many people will ignore it because the source of God’s truth is from HIS word.

Often times given by common men that do not fit into the mold of what the cosmic system tells you to listen to and respect. 

/1Co 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;\

No matter how deep the lie gets and the false narratives are perpetrated upon people, God will shine a beacon of truth in that darkness and it may not be the person or situation that the world says it should be – God’s ways are not man’s ways.
Why didn’t Jesus go to the temple to find a group of pristine, scholars for HIS Apostles? 
Instead HE went to the common folks of the sweaty, stinky, fishing boats at the sea of Galilee. 
/1Co 1:27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,\

The truth is always there, it is always available for those who diligently seek a relationship with TLJC.
The cosmic system laughs at the truth of BD – and sadly many Bels who love the cosmic system and want to fit in, are ashamed of the mind of Jesus Christ.
/1Co 1:28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.\

God does not always use the people and circumstances that make sense to the majority.
The cosmic system always depends on the majority following the lies and falling for the counterfeits.
In order to do this Satan will often times reward and bless those who agree with his system and push against the truth of the Bible. That is why we see doctors, teachers and scientist and political leaders or even celebrities elevated in the devil’s world who preach and teach against the principles of the Bible.

So, for a true Christian to speak truth and stand for what they know is right they are standing against a majority – a tidal wave of worldly scholars, politicians and celebrities and the mainstream ideology.

Satan and his army are highly intelligent and firmly secured in this world so if you are a Christian and do not understand your calling, picking up your cross and standing strong in spiritual warfare you become a casualty of the shamed crowd.
                             REPEAT
If you are a Christian and you feel ashamed to speak about TLJC or ashamed that you believe in Christian principles – then I tell you the devil’s world has a strong grip on your soul.

Strong enough for you to feel shame over your Lord & Savior – but not strong enough to feel the shame of the fact that the crowd you run with and the norms and standards you surround yourself with are a slap in HIS face.

You are headed into a land of apostasy and it is difficult to find your way back home.

/There is a quality of shame that is good concerning a Bel who has gone astray that is actually a sign or symbol that God the HS may be convicting them. Shame or guilt does not fit inside the plan of God for the Bel walking in the New Nature. But for the Bel out of fellowship it is an emotion that may be involved in the Spirit calling you back, which is part of the reap what you sow principle.\ 

If you are out of fellowship and going along to get along with the cosmic system. And you occasionally feel pangs of shame or even guilt when you know the circumstances and standards you are putting yourself in are ungodly – that is probably a good sign the HS is grieving within your soul. 
My personal opinion – my personal research, shows me if a Bel can happily walk outside the plan of God for long periods of time with no sense of urgency to get back into fellowship they are either not born again and saved or they have developed scar tissue on the soul that is deeply embedded. 
                       REPEAT
The call for repentance for the southern tribe of Judah is in view here in this scripture of Jeremiah chapter 3, and it is a call that is analogues to the unfaithful wife who needs to return to her husband;
/Jer 3:3“Therefore the showers have been withheld, And there has been no spring rain. Yet you had a harlot’s forehead; You refused to be ashamed.
The conscience is hardened and this person lacks the feeling of remorse or shame.\

For the Bel this is highly dangerous territory because now it means even though they are still born again and saved, they have the Trinity indwelling them – they can not hear the calling for repentance. 
God the HS continues to warn and knock upon that soul but it is not heard.

You can see the same principle highlighted in Jeremiah chapter six;

/Jer 6:15 Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done?
They were not even ashamed at all;
They did not even know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time that I punish them,
They shall be cast down,” says the LORD.\
There are some deep misconceptions about emotions in the plan of God and especially some of the ones like guilt or shame.

Any Bel walking around with guilt or shame needs to address it – these emotions interfere with spiritual growth.
As Paul taught in Romans chapter 14 – anything that lacks faith is sin. It is noted in Romans 14:23. The Bel can not be in the new nature and yet plagued with guilt or shame, it means the OSN is active not the new nature.

But I can tell you emotions such as guilt or shame happen to the Unbel & the apostate Bel and it is a sign they need to adjust to the justice of God.

/Jhn 16:8 And He (Holy Spirit), when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;
Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. \
We will close with some important principles about what I hope you got from this lesson today.

/Mat 16:26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
The Unbel is willing to accept the counterfeit of a temporal life and forfeit his eternal security. The Bel is warned not to accept the counterfeit and waste their life which also means loss of inheritance (not salvation).\ 

[bookmark: _Hlk56252412]/The Bel out of fellowship may experience guilt or shame when they have begun to accept the counterfeit of Satan’s system. This is actually a good sign the Bel is not too far gone from the plan of God and they should turn back.\

/God the HS convicts Bels and Unbels as part of the HIS ministry to present truth whether it is the gospel (salvation) for the Unbel or spiritual growth for the Bel. Satan uses condemnation to control and manipulate both the Unbel & Bel. Guilt & shame are powerful weapons in a demonic arsenal yet they are warning signals for the Unbel to accept Christ and the apostate Bel to turn back.\

What God the HS uses for conviction to get our attention is eventually turned into condemnation because the OSN can not accurately regulate emotions. 

/There is a dire problem with the Bel who feels shame about speaking truth and living as a confident Christian, yet they have no shame about living in and agreeing with cosmic viewpoint. Satan uses shame and guilt as weapons to silence and control Christians. He also uses these emotions to keep Unbels in bondage.\ 

You know you have taken one huge step toward SM when you feel confident to live in your Christianity and all the opinions and attempts at guilt or shame from others bounces right off your spiritual armor. 


/Heb 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.\


